
1965

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14

A beginning and an ending. A ten ta t iv e  s o r t  of beginning this  

m o rn in g  w hen sm ooth , a t t r a c t iv e  S a rg e n t  S h r iv e r ,  and an A s s is ta n t ,  

H o lm es  B row n  and D r. E r i c  G oldm an,

m e t  w ith  L iz  and m e  in the Q u een 's

R oom  to give m e  a d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  of O p era t io n  H ead  S ta r t ,  an 

a t te m p t  to g ive to u n d e rp r iv i le g e d  c h i ld re n  - -  so m e  one h u n d red  

thousand  of th em  -- n ex t s u m m e r ,  th o se  in  the five and s ix  y e a r  

old b r a c k e ts  j u s t  r e a d y  to e n te r  the F i r s t  G rad e  in  S e p tem b er ,  a 

head  s t a r t  w ith  so m e  p ro fe s s io n a l  h e lp  and a lo t of vo lu n tee r  help, 

includ ing  a m e d ic a l  ex am in a tio n  and a c o u r s e  of about e ight w eeks 

w hich  p ro v id e s  one good f r e e  m e a l  and the s im p le s t  ru d im e n ta ry  

teach ing  in  m a n n e r s ,  such  as how you would find y ou r  lo c k e r  and 

hang up y our  c o a t  and yo u r  g a lo sh e s ,  if  you had  any, when you w ent 

to school, to in c r e a s in g  your v o c a b u la ry  w i t h  a few e s s e n t ia l  w o rd s .  

S o m e tim e s  they  com e to schoo l f ro m  the s lu m s  o r  im p o v e r is h e d  h o m es  

w h e re  one o r  n e i th e r  p a r e n t  is  p r e s e n t  m o s t  of the t im e  - -  ju s t  s im p ly  

u nab le  to u se  w o rd s  b e c a u se  they  d o n 't  h e a r  th em  a t  hom e, and they
*

n e v e r  have s e e n  a notebook o r  a p en c il .  So th is  is  in  r e a l i ty  O p era t io n  

H ead  S ta r t  a t  a p e r io d  w hen p sy ch o lo g is ts  te l l  us m o s t  is  being done to 

m a k e  the h um an  being th a t  w ill l a s t  fo r  an o th e r  sev en ty  o r  so y e a r s .
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Then they ta lked  about O p era t io n  VISTA w hich am ounts  to 

a d o m e s t ic  P e a c e  C o rp s .  The whole id e a  is  which sh a ll  I i n t e r e s t  

m y s e l f  in  and how m uch, w ith m y  p e r s o n a l  d e s i r e  to w ork  on Lyndon 's  

L ib r a r y ,  to take  Spanish , to spend happy t im e s  with the  c h i ld re n ,  and 

a  v e ry  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  in the b eau tif ic a t io n  p r o g ra m .  This  is  c o n s id e ra b le  

com p etit io n . I know I w o n 't  do m uch , but I can  iden tify  m y s e l f  with  

L yndon 's  p o v e r ty  p r o g r a m  and m ay b e  focus public  a t ten t io n  in  a  

fa v o ra b le  way on so m e  a sp e c ts  of it.

S a rg e n t  S h r iv e r  is  a su p e rb  s a le s m a n .  H is  g r e a t  P R  m u s t  

have  been  one in g re d ie n t  of the s u c c e s s  of the  P e a c e  C o rp s .  I g u ess  

( he r e a s s u r e d  b u s in e s s m e n ,  captivated  w om en, and the c ru sa d in g

a d v e n tu re so m e  s t r e a k  in  the  A m e r ic a n  peop le  did the  r e s t .  •

A f te r  about an h our  and a h a lf  s e s s io n  (and even getting  

acqua in ted  with the p r o g ra m  is  one of the m o s t  w orthw hile  things th a t  

happens to m e  in  th is  job, I had a beau ty  p a r lo r  s e ss io n , and then  d esk  

w o rk , and p r e p a ra t io n  fo r  going to T ex as  w hich  has  f in a lly  been  d e te rm in e d  

for la te  th is  a f te rnoon . B uzz  had m ad e  the su g g es tio n  tha t we have a l i t t le  

" fa re w e l l"  fo r  M a r th a  and L u th e r  H odges who w o n 't  even  be h e r e  a t  the
A

In au g u ra l  b e c a u se  they  a r e  re tu rn in g  to N orth  C a ro l in a  b e fo re  the 20th 

and th is  is  the ending I spoke of. I im m e d ia te ly  p icked  i t  up and sa id ,

" le t  m e  be in on i t  and l e t 's  le t  a l l  of the w ives  be in  on i t "   I f  we could 

j u s t  g e t  to g e th e r  fo r  one d r in k  and B uzz , and I expect B e s s ,  took i t  f ro m
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th e r e  and i t  developed  into a deligh tfu l p a r ty  about 7:15 u p s ta i r s  in  the

II. The ho u se  w as bus tl ing  th a t  evening.Oval R oom . The ho u se  w as bus tl ing  th a t  evening. F i r s t  Lyndon had a 

c lu tch  of A m b a s s a d o rs  - -  so m e  th re e  o r  four - - i n  the B lue R oom  and 

then  d o w n s ta ir s  in the l i b r a r y  b e fo re  a f i r e ,  a s m a l l  g roup , a g roup  of 

so m e  tw enty  m en , A r th u r  K r im ,  Sidney Solomon, A b ra h a m  F e in b e rg ,  

G eo rg e  K illion , S en a to r  M agnuson. So he w as shu ttl ing  back  and fo r th  

and a r r i v e d  up in the Yellow Room  w ith  the f i r s t  g u e s ts  - -  the s u r p r i s e  

p a r ty  fo r  the Hodges and i t  w as a s u r p r i s e ,  j u s t  the s o r t  of p a r ty  I like  

b e s t .  Only the C ab in e t  M e m b e rs  and th e i r  w ives^and a ll  of th em  w e re  

there^ ex cep t Stu Udall and Lee w a s  t h e r e , and about ten  of the top s ta ff  

m e m b e r s  and th e i r  w ives .  D r in k s  and h o r s  d' o e u v re s  and good ta lk s  

and happy  r e m in is c e n c e s  and sad  goodbyes and th is  is  one t im e  I w anted 

to m ak e the speech .

Once on our t r a in  t r ip ,  L u th e r  had told m e  the s to ry  of h is  

life  in b r ie f  f ro m  co tton  row  to m i l l  hand a t  an e a r ly  age and then  on 

up the la d d e r  to head  of the m i l l  and V ice P r e s id e n t  of M a r s h a l l  F ie ld  

and then  a t about 51 o r  so he had m a d e  enough m oney  to m a k e  the  

d e l ib e ra te  d e c is io n  t o ^  give the r e s t  of h is  l ife  to public  s e rv ic e .

He w as L ie u te n a n t  G o v e rn o r  and then  G o v ern o r  of N orth  C a ro l in a  

and I think one of the r e a s o n s  why N orth  C a ro l in a  is  a beacon  ligh t 

to the South and to the N ation is  L u th e r  H odges , w ith  i ts  a c c e n t  on 

education , the b ring ing  of in d u s t r ia l iz a t io n ,  the r a i s e  in  in co m e th a t
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l iis  m e a n t  fo r  the a v e ra g e  c i t iz e n ,a n d  the r e s e a r c h  t r ia n g le .

I s a id  a l l  th is  in  a few w o rd s  and I thought I did i t  a l l  r ig h t .

I s in c e re ly  hope the  c o u n try  r a i s e s  up m o r e  L u th e r  and M a r th a  

H odges and I ended "R e s t  e a sy  and be happy but d o n 't  th ink you 

m ig h t  not be c a l le d  on again . " We gave th em  a s i lv e r  t r a y  - -  a ll  the 

C ab in e t  to g e th e r  -- everybody  w ill  pay  h is  p a r t , and on i t  w e re  the 

w o rd s  "To M a r th a  and L u th e r  H odges fo r  a job w ell  done and a N ation 

w e ll  s e rv e d , in  a d m ir in g  r e s p e c t  f ro m  your co lleag u es  and f r ie n d s ,  " 

and the  s ig n a tu re  of a l l  the C ab in e t M e m b e rs  and I p e r s o n a l ly  doffed 

m y  ha t to B e s s  fo r  ge tting  i t  done so quickly. F r o m  id ea  to g i f t -  

w rap p ed  t r a y  th e r e  m u s t  not have  been  m o re  than  s ix  hours!  It  is  

a good fee ling  to be re a s o n a b ly  s a t is f ie d  with your own p e r fo rm a n c e  

fo r once and I w as .  I w as w ith people  I lo v e d  and fo r  once r e a so n a b ly
*

con ten t w ith  m y  own p e r fo rm a n c e .

And then, c lo se  to n ine, s t i l l  in  m y p r e t ty  br o c ade th e a te r  

su i t  and fu r  coa t,  we got in  a h e l ic o p te r ,  g rabb ing  Him in p a s s in g  and 

le f t  fo r  T e x as .  A no ther  one of E r i c  G o ld m an 's  good id e a s  had  com e 

to f ru it io n , i. e. , f i r s t  h e  h ad  su g g e s te d  th a t  we a sk  the  M edal of 

F r e e d o m  w in n e rs  to the In au g u ra l  and then  h e  h ad  ask ed  th a t  a g roup  

of A r ts  and L e t t e r s  people , a r c h i te c t s ,  s in g e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  p a in te r s ,  

d r a m a t i s t s ,  a c to r s ,  d a n c e r s ,  p o e ts ,  c o n d u c to rs ,  c o m p o se rs  should  

be inv ited  as  g u e s ts  of P r e s id e n t  Johnson , rang ing  f ro m  J e a n  K e r r ,  

H a r p e r  L ee , and Ann B a n c ro f t  to S am uel B a rb e r  and G eorge
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B alan ch in e  and L e o n a rd  B e r n s te in  and B ru c e  Catton . It adds a  

c e r t a in  f il l ip  and a lu s te r  to the In a u g u ra l  and I am  deligh ted .

T o m o rro w  we w ill  have  a v i s i t  f ro m  the P e a r s o n s  of 

C anada , the s m a l l e s t  one we have  ev e r  had, with ju s t  the S e c r e ta ry  

of S ta te  of each  of our  c o u n tr ie s  a t  the ra n c h  and then  th re e  days to 

h a m m e r  out the In au g u ra l  speech , r e s t  in the sun and g e t  a l l  of those  

phone c a l ls  about who h a s n ' t  got w hat t ic k e ts .
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