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I a s k e d  S im o n e  to go in to  J o h n s o n  C i ty  w ith  a  l a c e  p la c e  

m a t  f r o m  th e  P h i l ip p in e s  to go u n d e r  th e  R o o s e v e l t  C h in a  W h ite  

H o u s e  s e t t in g ,  a s  p a r t  of o u r  l i t t l e  d is p la y  fo r  a S ta te  D in n e r --from 

th e  in v i ta t io n  to a  p i c t u r e  of the  C h ie f  of S ta te  w ith  th e  P r e s i d e n t  

and  h i s  w ife . In  th is  c a s e  i t  w a s  M a c a p a g a l  of the  P h i l ip p in e s ,  

and  f i t t in g ly  enough, th e  p la c e  m a t  w as  f r o m  th e  P h i l ip p in e s ,

And th e n  I had  a  two h o u r  s e s s i o n  w ith  M r .  R oy  R o d m an ,  th e  

 c h ie f  l a ndscap e  d e s ig n e r  of D e w it t  G r e e r ' s  H ighw ay  D e p a r tm e n t .  H e

f'
i s  th e  "p a p a c i to " and  th e  m o s t  k n o w le d g e a b le  m a n  ab o u t w h a t  T e x a s  h a s  

CZ  ̂ done  to p la n t  n a t iv e  s h r u b s  a long  th e  h ig h w a y s  and a lso  the  c a r p e t  of

w ild  f lo w e r s  th a t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  M a r c h  th ro u g h  Ju n e ,  i f  i t  r a i n s .  T he  

p r o g r a m  w a s  b egun  ab o u t  1933 by Jac  G oebbe ls , w h o se  a s s i s t a n t  R o d m a n  

was, so f o r  m o r e  th a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  th ey  c a r r i e d  i t  f o r w a r d  m a k in g  

T e x a s  one  of th e  m o s t  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t a t e s  fo r  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  fo r  h ig h w ay s .  

T h e i r  p h i lo so p h y  i s  on ly  n a t iv e  th in g s  th a t  o n ce  p la n te d  on the  r i g h t - o f -  

w ay  and  g iv e n  m in im u m  c a r e  u n t i l  th ey  e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e lv e s  - -  th a t  i s  

one  to  two y e a r s  - -  c a n  th e n  be  le f t  a lo n e  and  n e v e r  te n d e d  a g a in .  In 

E a s t  T e x a s  th a t  i s  dogw ood and  r e d b u d  and  w i s t e r i a . T h ey  h av e  tw en ty  

m i l e s  of w i s t e r i a  on H ighw ay  80 W e s t  of M a r s h a l l !  In o u r  own C e n t r a l  

T e x a s  w h e r e  the  E a s t  T e x a s  c r e p e  m y r t l e  b eg in s  to p la y  ou t o r  g ro w  

(Y s m a l l e r  there are s e n i s a  and  r e t a m a  and  m o u n ta in  l a u r e l - and  going  on down

to w a rd  the  b o r d e r  you  c o m e  in to  the  h u i s a c h e  c o u n t ry  and  the  p a lm

i



c o u n t ry .

In W e s t  T e x a s  in  th e  P a n h a n d le ,  they  m u s t  be  h a r d  p u t  to it .

T h ey  r e l y  on the  c e n tu r y  p la n t ,  S p a n ish  d a g g e r ,  a l l  s o r t  of v a r i e t i e s  

of y u c c a  and th e n  f o r  f a l l  c o lo r  in  m u c h  of th e  S ta te ,  t h e r e  i s  s u m a c .

B u t  th e  w ild  f lo w e r  p r o g r a m  is  r e a l l y  th e  u n u su a l  one. T h i r ty  two 

y e a r s  ago th ey  b e g a n  s p r in k l in g  a long  th e  h ig h w ay s  ab o u t  tw en ty  of 

th e  c o m m o n e r  T e x a s  w ild  f lo w e r s .  We h a v e  f iv e  h u n d re d  v a r i e t i e s  

in  T e x a s .  B lu e b o n n e ts  h e a d  the  l i s t  b e c a u s e  th ey  a r e  show y in  m a s s  

and  the  T e x a s  S ta te  f lo w e r ,  b u t  In d ian  p a in t  b r u s h  and  In d ian  b la n k e t  

( g a l la rd ia ) ,  w ild  ph lox , w i ld  v e r b e n a ,  w in e  c u p s ,  v a r i e t i e s  of t h i s t l e

' o
V , , . .  and  poppy  m a k e  th e  r i g h t - o f - w a y s  of T e x a s  a  g lo r io u s  s ig h t  of t h r e e

o r  fo u r  m o n th s  w hen  i t  r a i n s .  T hey  d e l ib e r a t e ly  do n o t t r y  to h av e  

la t e  s u m m e r  o r  f a l l  f lo w e r s  b e c a u s e  by ab o u t Ju n e  aa iddB B »the  S p r ing
*

f lo w e r s  h a ve  f o r m e d  th e i r  s e e d  p o d s  and c a n  be  m o w e d .  T h ey  h a v e  to 

c u t  down th e  g ro w th  fo r  s a f e ty  s a k e  so  w hen  th e y  m ow  i t  th a t  w ould  pu t 

an  end to th in g s  th a t  a r e  go ing  to b lo o m  in  th e  f a l l  e x c e p t  f o r  th o s e  

th a t  a r e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  o r  in  r o c k y  p l a c e s  a long  the  r ig h t - o f - w a y  and  

a r e  t h e r e  by G o d 's  c h a n c e  and  n o t th e  H ighw ay D e p a r t m e n t ' s .  I a m  

d e l ib e r a t e l y  e x p o s in g  m y s e l f  to l e a r n in g  abou t w h a t  o u r  S ta te  and 

o t h e r s  h a v e  done  ab o u t  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  in  c a s e  I b e c o m e  in v o lv ed  in  

L y n d o n 's  p r o g r a m  b e c a u s e  I 'v e  g o t  to be s o m e w h a t  k n o w le d g ea b le  

i f  I do.
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I
We w e r e  a m o n g  th e  f i r s t  s t a t e s  to ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  of th e  F e d e r a l  

G o v e r n m e n t 's  H ighw ay B i l l  w h ich  m a d e  a  p o r t i o n  of the  m o n e y  i t  a l lo t te d  

to s t a t e s  fo r  h ig h w ay  u s e  ta g g e d  fo r  l a n d s c a p e  w o rk .

I r u s h e d  b a ck  f r o m  th e  b i r t h p la c e  j u s t  in  t im e  to m e e t  S e c r e t a r y  

R u s k 's  p la n e .  H e  w a s  b r in g in g  w ith  h im  M c G e o rg e  B undy  and M a ry ,  

a lw ay s  m y  f a v o r i t e  h o u s e  g u e s t s ,  and  M r .  P a u l  M a r t in ,  h is  o p p o s i te  

n u m b e r ,  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  fo r  C an a d a .  A few  m in u te s  b eh ind  

th e m  w ith  w e l l  p la n n e d  p r e c i s i o n  a r r i v e d  b e a m in g  F l o r i d a - t a n n e d  

P r i m e  M in i s t e r  P e a r s o n  and  M r s .  P e a r s o n  w ith  the  b r i e f e s t ,  m o s t  

i n f o r m a l  r e m a r k s  of g r e e t in g ,  ou t by o u r  a i r p l a n e  h a n g a r ,  to the

1__ g a th e r e d  n e w s p a p e r m e n  and  th e n  w e go t in  the  h e l i c o p te r  w ith o u t

e v en  g iv in g  the  l a d ie s  t im e  to g e t  in to  f la th e e le d  s h o e s ,  f lew  to the  

W e s t  R a n c h  and  I took  M r s .  P e a r s o n  and h e r  s e c r e t a r y  and  M a r y  

B un d y  and  th e  fo u r  of us  r o d e  u n t i l  tw i l ig h t  s e e in g  a t  c lo s e  hand  

t h r e e  a r m a d i l l o s ,  w h ich  f a s c in a t e d  M r s .  P e a r s o n ,  h e r d s  of d e e r  

g r a z in g  in  th e  v a l le y ,  a  b a l l e t  of d e e r  ju m p in g  th e  s to n e  fe n c e s  and  

th e  b e a u t i fu l  o u t l in e  of the  h i l l s  a g a in s t  the  tw il ig h t .

O y e r  the  ta lk in g  m a c h i n e  I h e a r d  L yndon  a s k  Jo h n  and  N e l l ie
\

to c o m e  to d in n e r .  T he la d ie s  d ro v e  h o m e  in  t im e  to c h an g e .  By 

ab o u t  7 :30 a l l  g a th e r e d  in  th e  l iv in g  r o o m  f o r  a  d e l ig h tfu l  two h o u r s .

T h e  ta lk ,  o f c o u r s e ,  c e n t e r e d  p r e t t y  m u c h  on C h u r c h i l l  who h a s  la p s e d  

c n  in to  a  c o m a  and  t h e r e  i s  no hope  fo r  h im . E v e ry b o d y  r e m i n i s c e d

ab o u t how  h is  l i f e  h a d  to u c h e d  t h e i r s .  We ta lk e d  ab o u t how could anybody



oetrid u s e  w o rd s  e lo q u e n t  enough to  e x p r e s s  w h a t  he  had  m e a n t  to  th e  

tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r y  w h en  on h i s  d e a th  i t  b e c o m e s  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  

su ch  a  s t a t e m e n t .  M r .  P e a r s o n  p r e t t y  w e l l  s u m m e d  i t  up w hen  h e  

s a id ,  "O n ly  C h u r c h i l l  h i m s e l f  w ould  be e q u a l  to th e  o c c a s io n .  "
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M r .  P e a r s o n  i s  q u i te  a  h im s e l f .  H e  to ld  ab o u t a

g a th e r in g  in  C a n a d a  w h e r e  th e  d e le g a t io n  of R u s s i a n s ,  am ong  th e m

G ro m y k o ,  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t e n s e  t im e  w hen  th e r e  had  b e en  a  spy

e p is o d e  and v e r y  s t r a i n e d  fe e l in g s  and  of th e  fo llow ing  c o n v e r s a t io n .

G ro m y k o  a p p a r e n t ly  w an tin g  to s t a y   on a  b lan d  and  s a fe  s u b je c t

in q u i r e d ,  "Do y o u  r a i s e  a p p le s  in  C a n a d a ? "  " Y es ,  " s a id  G e n e r a l

M cN augh ton , the  C a n a d ia n  o p p o s i te  n u m b e r .  "W hat a r e  y o u r  b e s t

b r a n d s ?  ", s a id  G ro m y k o .  W ith o u t h e s t i t a t i o n  and  w ith  h o n e s ty

G e n e r a l  M cN au g h to n  r e p l i e d ,  "O u r  b e s t  b r a n d s  a r e  N o r th e r n  S p ies

and  M a c in to s h  R e d s .  »You n e v e r  h e a r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  n ex t  a f t e r  th e s e

p u n ch  l in e s  in  s t o r i e s  th a t  good. A nd th e n  he  to ld  a  s to r y  abou t how

L e la n d  S ta n f o rd ,  the  f a m o u s  p h i l a n th r o p i s t ,  w as  v is i t in g  P r e s i d e n t

E l l i o t t  o f H a r v a r d  U n iv e r s i ty  an d  h e  s a id ,  "How m u c h  w ou ld  i t  c o s t

to d ay  to  b u ild  H a r v a r d ? "  P r e s i d e n t  E l l i o t t  s a id ,  '•^jh'ivondop if - i t

<aoirid -be w ith  th e  p o n d e ro u s  a s s u r a n c e  th a t  i t  co u ld  n e v e r  p o s s ib ly  

W
be done^ I t  w ou ld  ta k e  a  h u n d re d  m i l l i o n  today . " M r .  L e la n d  

S tan f o r d  tu r n e d  to h is  w ife  and  s a id ,  " M a m a , w e  c a n  do i t .  "

?

r ? -



^ 'G

It  w a s  a  good ev en in g  of i n t e r e s t i n g  in te r c h a n g e .  Jo h n  C o n n a l ly  

to ld  the  s to r y  ab o u t h im  and Lyndon , a s  young N av a l  O f f i c e r s  in  San  

F r a n c i s c o  a b o u t  to s e t  o u t  on s o m e  unknow n d e s t in a t io n  in  th e  South 

P a c i f i c  going  in to  a  l i t t l e  shop  ow ned  by a  J a p a n e s e  who knew  th a t  

w ith in  a  w e e k 's  t im e  he  w ould  be in  a  c o n c e n t r a t io n  c a m p  and 

t h e r e f o r e ,  and  n a tu r a l ly ,  h a d  s o m e  b a r g a in s ,  and  buying  f o r  us  - -  

fo r  N e l l ie  and m e  - -  s o m e  lo v e ly  th in g s .  I s t i l l  h a v e  and  c h e r i s h  

m y  p e a r l s  and  th e n  he w e n t  on to s a y  how w h en  he  and  N e l l ie  w e r e

ou t t h e r e  j u s t  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s  th ey  w e n t  in to  the  s a m e  shop, found
/

e x a c t ly  the  s a m e  p r o p r i e t o r .  H e  r e m e m b e r e d  J o h n 's  f a c e .  H e w as  

d e l ig h te d  to s e e  h im ,  to ld  h im  th a t  he  knew  the  o th e r  m a n  h ad  b e c o m e  ■ 

P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and  h e  h a d  fo l lo w ed  h i s  c a r e e r  w ith  so  

m u c h  i n t e r e s t  and  a b o u t  th a t  t im e  h i s  w ife  p u n c h ed  h im  and s a id  "b u t
A

you d o n ' t  know  w ho th is  young  O ff ic e r  i s  now ? " The m a n  d id  n o t  and 

w a s  d e l ig h te d  to d i s c o v e r  th a t  the  o th e r  young m a n  of tw en ty  t h r e e  

y e a r s  ago is  now the  G o v e rn o r  of T e x a s !  ^

B u t  P e a r s o n  to p p ed  i t  w h en  he  to ld^ tha t h e  h a d  v i s i t e d  o n ly  

t wi ce  in  h i s  l i fe .  T h e  f i r s t  t im e  w as  in  1917 w hen  as  

a  young L ie t i t e n a n t  w h ich  h e  p ro n o u n c e d  " iis te n a iff"  b /o u g h t  a s u i t  — 

a M i l i t a r y  U n ifo rm  f r o m  a  L o n d o n  sh o p  and th en  h e  w e n t  b a ck  in  the  

s a m e  sh o p  in  1964. T h e  m a n  who m a d e  i t  w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  W h a t 's  

( r  m o r e ,  h e  o p en ed  h i s  b o o k s ,  t u r n e d  b a c k  h i s  r e c o r d s  to th e  v e r y  day
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in  1917 , to ld  h im  h is  m e a s u r e m e n t s  and  how  m u c h  h e  h a d  p a id  fo r  

h is  u n i fo r m .  B o th  p r o p r i e t o r  and  t a i l o r  w e r e  s t i l l  on th e  jo b /  T h a t  

s p e a k s  s o m e th in g  of E n g lan d ,  s o m e th in g  th a t  th e  w o r ld  h a s  b e c o m e  

to e x p e c t  of i t . r a t h e r .

I t  w as  an  e a r l y  to bed  ev en in g , bu t one  of the  m o s t  d e l ig h tfu l  

S ta te  D in n e r s  I c a n  r e m e m b e r  and  a p p a r e n t ly  s a t i s f a c to r y ,  f r o m  R u s k 's  

and  M c G e o rg e  B u n d y 's  s tan d p o in t .
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