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L y n d o n  and  th e  P r i m e  M in i s t e r ,  R u sk ,  and P a u l  M a r t in  

w e r e  to g e th e r  a t  the  t a b le  fo r  8:30 b r e a k f a s t ,  bu t M r s .  P e a r s o n  

s a id  s h e  w ou ld  l ik e  to h a v e  h e r s  on a  t r a y  and  I d id  th e  s a m e  and  

th e n  M a r y  B undy and  I w e n t  fo r  a  w a lk .  The- day  w a s  b e au t i fu l ,  

c r i s p  and  co ld  and  b lu e  and  go ld  w ith  the  w ind  p ie r c in g  us a s  w e  

w e n t  n o r th  up th e  h i l l  to w a rd  t h e  f o r e m a n 's  h o u se .  F in a l ly  w e  

r e a c h e d  th e  M a le c h e k 's ,  w e n t  in  and had  a  cup  of h o t  co ffee  and  

l i s t e n e d  to w h a t  the  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  doing  in  t h e i r  4 -H  p r o j e c t s .

E a c h  of th e m  h a s  a  la m b  to r a i s e .  I w o n d e re d  w h a t  M a r y  though t 

ab o u t  th is  w h o le s o m e  r u r a l  a c t iv i ty  of b e in g  so e x c i te d  ab o u t 

b r u s h in g  and  c u r r y i n g  a  l i t t l e  Iam b  and  le a d in g  th e m  a ro u n d  a  r in g  

by no h a l t e r  -- j u s t  w ith  y o u r  h an d  u n d e r  h i s  c h in  and h e  h a s  to be 

a  v e r y  w e l l  b e h a v e d  l i t t l e  la m b  to w in  one  of th e  r ib b o n s .

H a l f  w ay  b a c k  w e g o t  th e  m e s s a g e  th a t  th e  p a r t y  w a s  ab o u t 

to  le a v e  so  w e ju m p e d  in to  a  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  c a r  and  r u s h e d  h o m e  in  

t im e  fo r  f a r e w e l l s  to M r s .  P e a r s o n  and  th e  P r i m e  M in i s t e r ,  to 

p r e s e n t  h e r  w ith  an  a r t  book and  to s e e  th e m  off on a J e t  S ta r ,  w ith  

th e  p r e s s ,  w h ich  h ad  b e e n  ou t a t  10:00 o 'c lo c k  to w i tn e s s  th e  s ign ing  

of a  jo in t  c o m m u n iq u e  and to be  b r i e f e d  by  the  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  and  

s e e  th e  f a r e w e l l ,  l i n g e r in g , on  fo r  a le n g th y  c o n f e r e n c e  w ith  L y n d o n  

w h ic h  g av e  m e  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to c h e c k  w ith  M r .  K le in  on  long
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n e g le c te d  h o u s e w o r k ,  Did the  w o n d e r fu l  cow boy - h a n g in g  g e t  p u t

O
up a t  th e  L e w is ,  d id  the  b o o k c a s e  g e t  p a in te d  and  ta k e n  th e re ^  and 

I found th a t  one  of th e  L iv e o a k s  - -  th e  one  w h e r e  th e  r o a d  tu r n s  le f t ,  

r i g h t  a f t e r  you  c r o s s  th e  dam . and h e a d s  up to w a rd  th e  h o u se ,  th e  one 

th a t  n e s t l e s  in  th e  c u r v e  of th e  r o a d  w as  lo s in g  a l l  of i t s  l e a v e s ,
'  g j '  

a p p a r e n t ly  q u ite  s ic k .  I m a d e  a  n o te  to c a l l  M r .  E r b , th e  t r e e  m an.

T h e  t r e e s  a r e  m y  f a v o r i t e  r i c h e s  h e r e  a t  th e  r a n c h .

I r e jo i c e d  to  s e e  how  d e ep  D ale  p low ed . L a t e r  he to ld  m e
I

i t  w a s  t h i r t y  in c h e s  in  th e  c a l i c h e  h i l l  n o r th  of th e  f e n c e  l in e  h ead in g

to w a rd  h is  h o u s e  w h e r e  w e h ope  in  a b o u t F e b r u a r y  o r  M a r c h  to s p r ig
x|t7

in  th e  c o a s t a l  B e r m u d a . ' '  And th e n  b e g an  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  of the  

day  f o r  m e .  I h a d  a s k e d  M r .  E lo  U rb a n o v sk y ,  a P r o f e s s o r  a t  T e x a s  

T e c h ,  who h e a d s  an  u n u s u a l  D e p a r tm e n t  fo r  th e m  - - a  D e p a r tm e n t  

th a t  t r a i n s  s tu d e n ts  how  to be  p a r k  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  p a r k  s u p e r in te n d e n ts ,  

p a r k  w o r k e r s - - t h e r e  a r e  only  fo u r  su ch  s c h o o ls  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  

and  th e  p e o p le  th e y  t u r n  ou t a lw ay s  h a v e  m o r e  o f f e r s  fo r  jo b s  th a n  th ey  

c a n  f i l l .—-I h a d  a s k e d  M r .  U rb a n o v sk y  and  M r .  G o sd in ,  th e  n u m b e r  two 

m a n  in  th e  T e x a s  P a r k  D e p a r tm e n t ,  to c o m e  ou t and  ta lk  to m e .  S o  f r o m  

a b o u t e le v e n  to one , I h a d  a  long  s e s s i o n  w ith  th e m  a l l  ab o u t T e x a s  

p a r k s ,  th o s e  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  s c e n ic  p a r k s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  p a r k s  and  

h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  and  th e  h ig h w ay  d r iv e -o u t  and r e s t  a r e a s .  I w as  

i n t e r e s t e d  f r o m  two a s p e c t s .  F i r s t ,  I w a n t  to bone  up, e d u ca te ,  b r i e f
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m y s e l f  on e v e r y th in g  r e l e v a n t  to b e a u t i f i c a t io n  so  th a t  i f  I do t r y  to

be  of s o m e  u s e  in  L y n d o n 's  p r o g r a m ,  I w il l  be  r e a s o n a b ly  k n o w le d g ea b le .

^^And sec o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  th e  J o h n so n  C ity  h o u se  to th in k  of. O nce  i t  i s  

c o m p le te ly  f in i s h e d  and  a l l  of the  e x h ib i ts  a r e  a r r a n g e d ,  I w a n t  to open  

i t  to th e  p u b lic  and  I h a v e  s e t  A p r i l  a s  a t a r g e t  d a te .  A t  th a t  t im e  i t  is  

go ing  to b e c o m e  r a t h e r  e x p e n s iv e  w ith  p o s s ib ly  a g u a rd  - -  c e r t a in l y  a 

g u id e  o r  two -- b e s id e s  th e  u p k eep  of the  l a r g e  y a r d  and h o u s e .  I t  w i l l  

b e  d i f f ic u l t  to h a n d le  i t  a l l  o u t  of v o lu n te e r  w o rk  o r  the  v e r y  m o d e s t  

J o h n s o n  C i ty  F o u n d a t io n .  So I ough t to c o n s id e r  w h e th e r  i t  ought to 

be  a f i r s t  a r m ,  a  s m a l l  b eg in n in g  of th e  J o h n so n  L i b r a r y  and  cou ld

( t h e r e f o r e  be  tu r n e d  o v e r  to th e  F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t ,  o r  w h e th e r  i t

m ig h t  b e c o m e  a  T e x a s  S ta te  P a r k .  I e x p lo re d  the  l a t t e r  w ith o u t  g e t t in g  

v e r y  d e f in i te  as  to w h a t  I h a d  in  m in d  w ith  M r .  G o sd in .  I t  d o e s n ' t  look  

p r o m i s in g .  T h e  to ta l  b u d g e t  fo r  m a in te n a n c e  of T e x a s  S ta te  P a r k s  i s  

250 odd th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r .  Jo h n  p la n s  to  up th e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  

fo r  e v e r y th in g  a b o u t  p a r k s ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  s c e n ic ,  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  r o a d s i d e s .  

H e  w a n ts  to c r e a t e  and  e n l a r g e  and b e a u t i fy .  T h ey  g av e  m e  s o m e  h igh ly  

i n t e r e s t i n g  f ig u r e s  on w h a t  an  im p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  th e  eco n o m y  of th e  U n ited  

S ta te s  t o u r i s m  p la y ed .  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  T h e  to ta l  d o l l a r s  s p e n t  on* 

t o u r i s m  m a k e s  i t  one  of th e  c o u n t r y 's  b ig g e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  and  T e x a s  g e ts  

on ly  o n e - f i f t i e th  of th e  b ite !  T he  m e r e  s i z e  of T e x a s ,  i t s  p i c tu r e s q u e  

h i s to r y ,  i t s  d i v e r s e  and  w o n d e r fu l  s c e n e r y  e n t i t l e  i t  to a  b i te of s a y ,  

o n e - t e n th  o r  a t  l e a s t  o n e - tw e n t ie th .  W e s im p ly  h a v e n ' t  gone  a b o u t i t
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in  an  a g g r e s s i v e  fa sh io n .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  a lw ay s  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

to d e a l  w ith . It is  a  long  w ay  b e tw e e n  a  v is io n  and a r e a l i t y ,  bu t Jo h n  

i s  t r y in g  to p u t  i t  on th e  r o a d .  H o w ev e r ,  nay im m e d ia t e  p r o b le m  looks  

l ik e  i t  c a n ' t  be  s o lv e d  by tu rn in g  the  J o h n so n  C ity  H o u se  o v e r  to the  

S ta te  of T e x a s  as  a  H i s to r i c  S ite  P a r k .  I a s k e d  th e m  to s ta y  fo r  lunch  

and  t h e r e  w e r e  two la d ie s  l e f t  o v e r  f r o m  th e  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  w h o se  

n a m e s  I h av e  f o r g o t t e n  bu t L y n d o n  h a d  in v i te d  th e m  to s ta y .  A f te r w a r d  

M r .  U rb a n o v sk y  and  M r .  G o sd in  and  I ro d e  o v e r  and lo o k ed  a t  w h a t  m a y  

b e c o m e  th e  T e x a s  S ta te  P a r k  r i g h t  a c r o s s  th e  h ighw ay  f r o m  th e  r a n c h  

h o u s e  i t s e l f .  I t  h a s  a  few  h a n d s o m e  L iv e o a k s ,  s o m e  c l e a r e d  f ie ld s  

( th a t  w i l l  b e  w o n d e r fu l  i f  t h e r e  a r e  c a r p e t s  of w ild  f lo w e r s ,  a t  l e a s t  for-

a  few  m o n th s  of th e  S p r in g  and  S u m m e r ,  bu t i t  i s  go ing  to ta k e  im a g in a t io n  

an d  in g e n u i ty  to p r o d u c e  a p a r k  w e w il l  a l l  be  p ro u d  of.

A nd then , a l l  o f th e  o th e r  p e o p le  le f t  and  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  L yndon  

and  m e  and  w e  w e n t  to jo in  A. W. and M a r i a l l e n  in  th e  h e l i c o p te r  and  ro d e  

a n d  r o d e  an d  ro d e .  S o m e w h e re  a long  th e  w ay  J e s s e  jo in e d  u s .  W e w e n t  

to  s e e  a  b e a u t i fu l  new  p ie c e  of la n d  s o m e w h e r e  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of 

W illow  C ity , new  in  th e  s e n s e  th a t  i t  h a s  j u s t  r e c e n t ly  gone  on the  

m a r k e t  and  A . W. h a d  j u s t  h e a r d  ab o u t  i t   t he  d e a th  of th e  o w n e r ,  som e  

t r o u b le  o v e r  a  w il l ,  th e  d e p a r t u r e  of so m eb o d y  e l s e  to M o n tan a  had  

b ro u g h t  i t  to th e  m a r k e t .  It  i s  a l lu r in g ,  so  s c e n ic ,  w e l l  c l e a r e d  - -  

b e t t e r  s o i le d  th a n  th e  L e w is  o r  th e  L o g a n  by f a r  and  su ch  lo v e ly
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L iv e o a k s .  I had  v is io n s  of th e  c o a s t a l  B e r m u d a  w av ing  in  th e  b r e e z e  

o v e r  i t  bu t n e v e r t h e l e s s  I w ou ld  h a te  to tak e  the  p lu n g e  and  buy it.

We a r e  g e t t in g  in  aw fu lly  d e ep  on land .

We c a l l e d  the  M e lv in  W in te r s  to h a v e  d in n e r  w ith  u s .  A s 

w e ro d e ,  w e  h a d  th a t  d e l ig h tfu l  s e n s e  of th e  l a s t  b r i e f  c a r e f r e e  day  

off - -  o u r  v e r y  own h o u r  b e f o r e  w e w e r e  to go b a c k  to W ash in g to n  

and  p lu n g e  in to  th e  I n a u g u ra l  and  in to  the  y e a r  ah ead . It  w as  j u s t  a 

h o m e  fo lk s  d in n e r  and  th en  I s aw  G u n sm o k e ,  th in k in g  by the  t im e  

n e x t  S a tu rd a y  c o m e s  w h en  and  if  Ii  s e e  it ,  the  I n a u g u ra l  w i l l  be b eh in d  

u s .
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