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SUNDAY. JANUARY 17

I s le p t  l a te ,  G lo ry  be !  W e w e n t  to Jo h n so n  C ity  in  t im e  

fo r  th e  11:00 o 'c lo c k  s e r v i c e  a t  the  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h ^ w h e re  a  m a s s  

of p h o to g r a p h e r s  a w a i te d  u s ,  o u ts id e  the  s im p le  f r a m e  bu ild ing . 

In s id e  t h e r e  w e r e  j u s t  ab o u t t h i r t y  fo u r  in  the  c o n g re g a t io n  o r  so 

I n o t ic e d  f o r  l a s t  S u n d a y 's  a t te n d a n c e .  Songs w e r e  f a m i l i a r .  M o s t  

f a c e s  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  to L y n d o n  and  a  good m a n y  to m e .  S e v e r a l  

g e n e r a t io n s  o f  S te v e n so n s  and  go ing  ou t t h e r e  w as  a  g r e a t  sh ak in g  

of h a n d s  and  a t  the  d o o r  m o r e  p i c tu r e - t a k in g .

T h en  w e d ro v e  by th e  S a m  J o h n so n  h o u se ,  s t i l l  w ith  the  

p r e s s  b eh in d  us and  h e r e  is  w h e r e  I p a r t e d  co m p an y  w ith  L yndon  

b e c a u s e  I d id  n o t  w a n t  to  ta k e  the  p r e s s  th ro u g h  the  s t i l l  u n f in ish e d  

p la c e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  w h en  I h ad  r e f u s e d  to ta k e  lad y  p r e s s  th ro u g h  o r  

to  ta lk  to  th e m  a b o u t  i t .  So n a tu r a l ly  h e  w e n t  th ro u g h  w ith  d o zen s  

of th e m  in  tow  w h ile  I w a lk ed  a c r o s s  the  s t r e e t  to L u c i a 's  h o u s e  

w h e r e  I had  s e e n  h e r  c a r  p a r k e d ,  ta lk e d  to h e r  ab o u t the  l a t e s t  

a c q u is i t io n s  fo r  th e  h o u s e .  She h a s  b e c o m e  so  w o n d e r fu l ly  

i n t e r e s t e d .  I t  h a s  d ra w n  L yndon  an d  h e r  and  m e  m u c h  c lo s e r  

to g e th e r  and  g iv e n  m e  an  i n c r e a s e d  a d m i r a t io n  fo r  h e r  a b i l i ty  

w h en  sh e  g e ts  go ing . T h e n  w h en  w e  th o u g h t the  p r e s s  w a s  out, 

sh e  and  I s l ip p e d  a c r o s s  and  w e n t  in  th e  b a ck  d o o r  w ith  th e  two 

E n g l i s h  p r i n t s  of fox  ho u n d s ,  one on e a c h  s id e  of the  r e d  so fa ,  the
ly

i, th e  fin ew  p u r c h a s e s ,  th e  f i» e  w ay  h e r  M o t h e r ' s  p i c t u r e  h ad  tu r n e d  o u t



on ce  i t  w as  t in te d  and  p u t  in  the  o v a l  f r a m e .  T he  h a n d so m e  W hite  

H o u s e  place s e t t in g  off China is a  n ic e  to uch . T he  p la c e  m a t  I had  b ro u g h t  

dow n to go u n d e r  i t  w a s  a  g if t  f r o m  th e  P h i l ip p in e s  and  the  d in n e r  

th is  ex h ib i t  p o r t r a y e d  w as  fo r  P r e s i d e n t  M a c a p a g a l  of the  

P h i l ip p in e s .

L y n d o n  h a d  a p p e a re d ,  h ad  j u s t  r u s h e d  in , th ro w n  h i s  a r m s  

a ro u n d  J e s s i e  H u n te r  and  s a id ,  " A r e  you  going to  th e  In a u g u ra l?  " She

sa id ,  "No. " H e  s a id ,  "Well, g e t  r e a d y ,  you a r e  go in g "  and th a t  w as

l| ^
j u s t  th e  beginning '. We h a d  A i r  F o r c e  O ne w a it in g  a t  B e r g s t r o m  and 

a l s o  a  fo llow up  p la n e  so t h e r e  w a s  a  good  d e a l  of ro o m .  I h a d  g o t te n  

on the  p hone  th e  day  b e f o r e  and  a s k e d  A va , who is  a lw ay s  a t  th e  end  

of e v e ry th in g ,  the  one  who g e ts  the  l e a s t  a t te n t io n ,  to go w ith  u s .

A t f i r s t ,  a s  I e x p ec te d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  any n u m b e r  of r e a s o n s  w hy sh e  

c o u ld n 't ,  b u t  I s a id ,  "now  you th in k  i t  o v e r .  You t r y .  I b e t  you  hav e  

g o t  s o m e  f r i e n d s  th a t  w ou ld  le n d  yo u  the  ev en in g  d r e s s ,  I b e t  you 

co u ld  g e t  p a c k e d  up and  g e t  r e a d y  and go w ith  us a t  fo u r  o 'c lo c k  

to m o r r o w  a f te rn o o n ,  " and  I h a d  to ld  a p p r o x im a te ly  the  s a m e  th ing  

to U n c le  H u ffm an  and  A un t O v ilee ,  w ho h a d  d e c l in e d  a  co u p le  of w e e k s  

ago . B u t s u r e  enough, a l l  t h r e e  of th e m  p h oned  b a c k  d u r in g  the  day  

th a t  y e s  they  co u ld  go. L yndon  k e p t  on ro u n d in g  up old  f r i e n d s ,  the  

M e lv in  W in te r s ,  the  E r n e s t  S tubbs , who a c tu a l ly  d e p a r t e d  on ab o u t 

t h r e e  h o u r s '  n o t ic e ,  the  B i l l  D e a s o n s - - !  h ad  a l r e a d y  a s k e d  J e s s e  

K e l l a m ,  b u t  th e  n e x t  two h o u r s  w e r e  s p e n t  in  a  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  w ay .
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H e p ic k e d  up one of h is  f a v o r i t e  n e w s p a p e r m e n ,  G a r n e t t  H o r n e r ,

I th in k  h is  n a m e  i s ,  b u t  h e  i s  c a l l e d  J a c k  H o r n e r ,  and  w ith  h im  in  

the  f r o n t  s e a t ,  th e  po o l of p r e s s  in  the  s ta t io n  w agon  w ith  u s , a  long  

convoy  fo llow ing  us o v e r  th e  d u s ty  c a l i c h e  h i l l s ,  w e w e n t  to the  

L e w is  p la c e  and  on to th e  L o g a n s ,  w h ile  L yndon  g av e  a  ru n n in g  

a c c o u n t  to J a c k  H o r n e r  ab o u t  w h a t  i t  m e a n t  to h i m ^  O ur s e e in g  the  

d e e r  w a s  w o r th  p ay in g  the  t a x e s ,  f r e e l y  a d m it t in g  i t  w as  no lan d  you  

co u ld  m a k e  a  l iv in g  out of, th a t  i s  w ith  w h ite  f a c ed H e r e f o r d s .  M ay b e  

you  co u ld  w ith  sh ee p .

T h e  c o u n t r y s id e  i s  g r a y  and d ra b ,  the  sky  - -  th e  W e s t e r n
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s k y - - i s  go ld  and  b lu e  an d  t h e r e  w e r e  p le n ty  of d e e r  and, of c o u r s e ,  

a r m a d i l lo ,  bu t w e  d id n ' t  h a v e  the  t h r i l l  of s e e in g  a  fpaisano ,  o r  m y  

s m a l l  and  c h a r m in g  f r i e n d s  th e  sk u n k s .  W e w ound up b a c k  a t  the  

r a n c h  fo r  a  v e r y  l a te  lu n ch  of h a m b u r g e r s ,  goodbye and  lo ts  of th an k s  

to  J a m e s ,  M a ry ,  and  G e r t r u d e .  A nd  d e a r  Lyndon , b l e s s  h is  h e a r t ,  

th e  l a s t  w o rd  h e  s a id  as  h e  w e n t  ou t the  d o o r  w a s ,  "now  G e r t r u d e ,  

yo u  ta lk  to  J e s s e  ab o u t m a k in g  y o u  th a t  lo a n  so  yo u  c a n  buy th a t  

h o u s e .  You w i l l  s a v e  a  lo t  of m o n e y ,  bu t d o n ' t  you  g e t  hooked  up
*

w ith  any  lo a n  s h a r k s .  Y ou l e t  us  h e lp  you. " H e  h a s  a  w o n d e rfu l ly  

d e p a r tm e n t a l i z e d  m in d  an d  c a n  th in k  of so  m a n y  th in g s .  A l l  day  he 

h a s  b e e n  g e t t in g  v e r s i o n s  fo r  the  In a u g u ra l  A d d r e s s  f r o m  D ick  

Goodw in, who is  h o le d  up o v e r  a t  the  L e w is  w o rk in g ,  bu t w h a t  

h e  t u r n s  ou t L y n d o n  r e a d s ,  c h a n g e s ,  s u g g e s t s  and  k e e p s  on d e m a n d in g
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th a t  i t  be  s h o r t e r ,  s h o r t e r ,  s h o r t e r - - n o  m o r e  th a n  900 w o rd s .

F in a l ly  w e  le f t  by h e l i c o p te r  fo r  B e r g s t r o m  and th en  on 

A i r  F o r c e  O ne to W ash in g to n  w ith  th e  m o s t  w o n d e r fu l  m a n i f e s t  of 

th o s e  n e a r  and  d e a r .  B e s id e s  th o s e  I hav e  a l r e a d y  m e n t io n e d ,  i t  

in c lu d e d  fo r  L y n d a  B i rd ,  C a r o ly n  K e l la m  and  h e r  h u sb a n d  and  d e a r  

l i t t l e  W a r r ie  L ynn . F o r  L u c i  h e r  f r i e n d s  th e  R a y s ,  a  young m a r r i e d  

c o u p le  f r o m  L ubbock , and  B e t ty  B e a le ,  w h o se  p r e s e n c e  in  W ash ing ton  

a lw ay s  th ro w s  s o c ie ty  in to  a  c o m e d y  of m i s t a k e n  id e n t i t i e s  b e c a u s e  

of B e t ty  B e a le ,  th e  c o lu m n is t ,  and  f o r  m e  Tony and  M a tia n n a .  T h e i r

1, ohjfy t t ic h i ld r e n ,  J e r r y  a n d  J a c k  h ad  a l r e a d y  gone  up on the  b ackup  p la n e ,  and

S u san . S a r a h  w a s  a l r e a d y  in  New Y o rk  and w ould  fly  down f r o m  th e r e ;  

so  w e r e  B eck y  and  B o b b i t t  and  P h i l ip  and  R o d n ey  in  New Y o rk ,  and 

th ey  w ou ld  h av e  jo in e d  u s - - r a t h e r  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  the  W hite H o u se
*

a h e a d  of u s .

N e v e r  d id  a  s m a l l  town l ik e  Jo h n so n  C ity  sen d  so  m a n y  

to an  In a u g u ra l !  L a t e r  w h en  w e c o u n ted  th e m  up t h e r e  w a s  so m e th in g  

l ik e  f i f te e n .  L y n d o n  h a d  o f f e re d  a  r i d e  to K i t ty  C ly d e  L e o n a rd ,  h is  

o ld  s w e e t h e a r t  and  c l a s s m a t e ,  and  h e r  h u sb an d ,  J im m y  L e o n a rd .

M a b e l  S t r ib l in g ,  a l a s ,  c o u ld n 't  a c c e p t  h is  o f fe r  of a  r i d e  to h e r  

b e c a u s e  s h e  and  M in n ie  C o x  h ad  r e s e r v a t i o n s  up w h ich  they  had  

a l r e a d y  p a id  f o r  and  c o u ld n ' t  g e t  r e fu n d s  on. B u t th e  W in te r s ,  the  

M o u rs u n d s ,  th e  S tu b b s ,  A v a  and J e s s i e  H u n te r ,  U nc le  H u ffm an  and 

A u n t O v ilee ,  and A u n t J o s e f a  w e r e  a b o a r d  and  I s p e n t  m y  t im e  sh u t t l in g
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■ b a c k  and  f o r th ,   to s i t  b e s id e  L yndon  and  m e  and  g e t  in  an a p p r o p r ia t e

f a m i ly  g ro u p  f o r   a  s o u v e n i r  p i c t u r e  a lo f t  on A i r  F o r c e  One

h e a d e d  fo r  th e  I n a u g u r a l !  I th in k  i t  w i l l  be s o m e th in g  they  w i l l  a l l  

lo v e    T h e  p r i m e  g u e s ts  a b o a r d  w 'e re  M r .  and  M r s .  S am  F o r e ,  

f o r  f if ty  y e a r s  a  s m a l l  n e w s p a p e r  p u b l i s h e r  and  f o r  s o m e  th i r ty

t h r e e  o r  t h i r t y  fo u r  y e a r s  L y n d o n 's  c lo s e  and  d e a r  f r i e n d ^ t h e  

f i r s t  to an n o u n ce  th a t  s o m e  day  h e  w ou ld  be P r e s i d e n t ,  and  Jo h n  and  

N e l l ie ,  w h o se  p r e s e n c e  a lw ay s  m a k e  e v e ry th in g  h a p p ie r  fo r  m e^and  

th e i r  b r o t h e r  M e r r i l l  C o n n a l ly  and  h i s  w ife .

J u s t  b e f o r e  w e  w e n t  a b o a r d  A ir  F o r c e  One, w e  h ad  gone 

by the  F e d e r a l  B u ild in g  to s e e  th e  new  o ff ice  s u i te  w h ich  had  b e e n  

p r e p a r e d  fo r  L y n d o n .  T h e  v ie w s  a r e  s u p e r b ,  th e  l ig h t in g  e x c e l le n t .

I t  h ad  b e e n  p la n n e d  and  f u r n i s h e d  d u r in g  th e  h e c t i c  m o n th s  of S e p te m b e r  

and  O c to b e r  w h e n  n e i th e r  h e  n o r  I h ad  one  h o u r  to g ive  to ch o o sin g , 

d i r e c t in g ,  s e l e c t in g  any th ing  so  th a t  i t  in  no w ay  r e f l e c t s  ou r  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  c h o ic e s ,  and  i t  lo o k s  l ik e  i t  c a m e  ou t o f  a  D e p a r tm e n t  

S to re ,  v e r y  h a n d s o m e  and v e ry ,  v e r y  i m p e r s o n a l ,  w ith  su ch  an 

O r i e n t a l  f l a v o r  th a t  I f e l t  l ik e  tu rn in g  to  one of th e  s e c r e t a r i e s  and 

say in g ,  " G i r l s ,  go to H ong  Kong and  g e t  a l l  of y o u r  o ff ice  c lo th e s .  "

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  r i d e  up  w ith  th a t  s e l f  s a t i s f i e d  fe e l in g  th a t  

y ou  a r e  m a k in g  o t h e r s  happy , a good  d in n e r ,  and  th e n  a r r i v i n g  a t  the  

W h ite  H o u se  a b o u t  9 :45 . L y n d a  w a s  ou t on a  d a te  a t  M r s .  M e s t a 's  

p a r t y ,  I b e l ie v e ,  a s  w e r e  s e v e r a l  of o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s  w ho had  a l r e a d y
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g o t te n  t h e r e  and  w e  w e r e  m e t  by a  d i s t r a u g h t  L u c i ,  an a lm o s t  

h y s t e r i c a l  L u c i  who k e p t  on sho u tin g ,  " M o th e r ,  M o th e r "  f r o m  

f lo o r  to f lo o r  w h i le  I w e n t  f r o m  f lo o r  to f lo o r  to c a tc h  up w ith  h e r ,  

a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  d is p e n s in g  h o u s e  g u e s t s  in  v a r io u s  r o o m s .  I t  

a p p e a r e d  sh e  h a d n ' t  t a k e n  h e r  l a s t  f in a l  - -  fo r  s o m e  r e a s o n  i t  h ad  

b e e n  p o s tp o n e d .  E v e ry th in g  i s  .a lw ays  a  c r i s i s  w ith  L u c i .  She w as  

going  to h a v e  to ta k e  i t  th e  n e x t  day  and  she  w a s  p e t r i f i e d  w ith  f r ig h t .

I c a lm e d  h e r ,  w e  go t e v e ry b o d y  to bed  and  th e n  I h a d  a  c h a n c e  to look  

a t  s o m e  of the  p a p e r s .  T h e  p i c t u r e s  of o u r  In a u g u ra l  c lo th e s  lo o k ed  

q u i te  h a n d s o m e  r e a l l y ,  e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  S ta r ,  w h ich  u s e d  th e  one  

w ith  the  c o a t  on and a lso  I w a s  d e l ig h te d  to s e e  one of L y n d a  and 

a lso  a  v e r y  sw e e t ,  a c c u r a t e  enough and  s u b s ta n t iv e  enough s to r y  by 

M a r i e  S m ith  of w h a t  I p la n n e d  to do w ith  the  c o m in g  y e a r ,  h e lp  on 

t h e .P o v e r t y  P r o g r a m ,  h e lp  on the  B e a u t i f i c a t io n  P r o g r a m ,  and  co n tin u e  

the  Wom e n  D o e r s '  lu n c h e o n s  and v e r y  e s p e c ia l l y  to  app ly  m y s e l f  to  

w o rk in g  on w h a t  one  day  w i l l  be  the  Jo h n so n  L i b r a r y .
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