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January 2 0 ,  1965 
Wednesday

Wednesday, January 2 0 ,  dawned b e a u t i f u l ,  

b r ig h t  and e a r l y .  The day had come. I  began d r e s s in g  

b e fo r e  e i g h t .  I  began d r e s s in g  b e fo r e  e ig h t  and 

a t  a qua r te r  o f  n in e  was rea d y  to  l e a v e  w ith  Lyndon 

and L uci f o r  th e  I n t e r - F a i t h  P rayer S e r v ic e  a t  the  

N a t io n a l  C ity  C h r is t ia n  Church. Here would g a th e r  an 

i n v i t e d  group t o  l i s t e n  t o  b r i e f  p ra y ers  f o r  the day  

and th e  man and the  c o u n tr y  by members of many f a i t h s .  

D r. George D a v is ,  th e  h o s t  m i n i s t e r ,  Lyndon's own 

church . B i l l  B a x ter ,  my E p is c o p a l  m i n i s t e r ,  th e  

Jew ish  R a b b i ,G e r s t e n f e ld ,  I  b e l i e v e  h i s  name w as,  

who gave a w on d erfu l sermon on t h a t  grim T hanksgiv ing  

Day o f  1963 when we went to  an I n t e r - P a i t h  S e r g ic e .

And -  oh E cu m en tica l  jo y  -  Roman C a th o lic  Monsignor 

who had accom panied our own A rch b ish op Lucey from  

San A n to n io .  I  n o ted  th a t  he d id  n o t  wear h i s  f u l l  

v e s tm e n ts .  At l e a s t  he j u s t  had on a c l e r i c a l  c o l l a r  

and a b la c k  s u i t .  And he d id  n o t  e n te r  in to  th e  

p u l p i t  b u t  j u s t  s to o d  down where th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  s i t s .  

He was t h e r e  and he gave a p r a y e r .  I t  was th e  L ord 's  

Prayer and he d i s m isse d  us w ith  i t .  At l e a s t  t h i s  i s  

a f o o t  in  th e  door.   W e  had i n v i t e d  the  Court and the

C ab in et and th e  p ri n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  o f  government and th e  

p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  o f  Johnson C i t y - -  t h e  Moursands and 

W inters and Stubbs and Mabel S t r i b l i n g  and Minnie Cox,
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t h e  Jim m ie Leonards and ev eryb od y  l i k e  t h a t  whom are 

c o u ld  th in k  o f  to  whom i t  would r e a l l y  mean som eth in g .  

A l l  our house q u e s t s  o f  c o u r s e .  Martha B e v is  from 

H ouston; Sherman B i r d w e l l s  o f  A u s t in ,  the  B r o w n s ,  

George R, o f  B u s in e s s ,  and Hank S, o f  Labor, M. D,

Bryant; th e  C la r k s ,  Edward and W illiam  H ,,  J r . ;  the
1

B i l l  D e a s o n s  o f  cou rse  and th e  D e es , In f a c t ,  I

sp en t  hours t r y in g  t o  th in k  to  whom s e n t im e n t a l ly

t h i s  would mean som eth in g . And th e r e  was n o t  an

empty s e a t .  And th e n ,  ou t  th e  door, w ith  many

p i c t u r e s  b e in g  made and back to  the  White House,

. _  And h ere  occu rred  one o f  the most h i l a r i o u s  moments

o f  th e  day, I asked to  s e e th e  s e a t in g  c h a r t  o f  the

P la tfo r m . And Leonard Marks who had accom panied us

showed i t  to  me. , B ess  and I had sp en t  hours p u t t in g

our p o r t io n  o f  i t  t o g e t h e r  and I was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t

e v e r y th in g  was in  good sh ap e , u n t i l  I  lo o k e d  at Row B

and saw "Mrs. Fern Baines.'"  I  g o t  a s l i g h t  c a s e  o f  the

sh a k e s .  I  t o ld  Leonard :Now I've got Aunt  O v ile a  B a in es

and Aunt J o s e fa Baines Saunders b u t  we j u s t  d o n 't  have a
// “ 

Mrs. Fern B a in e s .  And I j u s t  had v i s i o n s  o f  an empty

s e a t  th ere  on the secon d  row, How would I  accou nt fo r  

i t ,  Leonard s a id  h e  had i n s i s t e d  on g e t t i n g  th e  l i s t  

t ype w r i t t e n  and not in  anyb ody's  h a n d w r it in g .  He had 

p r o o f -r e a d  by B ess and by h im s e l f  and he j u s t  knew 

i t  was c o r r e c t ,  I  s a id  "Well, w e' l l  j u s t  say  Poor
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Cousin F ern , she took down w itn  th e  pneumonia and she  

c o u ld n ' t  make i t , "  And you know w hat. Cousin Fern d i e d .  

Wonder o f  wonders L uci appeared on time lo o k in g  

l o v e l y  in  her  Navy b lu e  and w h ite  o u t f i t  w i th  the  

perky w h ite  h a t  and Lynda very  r e g a l  and handsome in 

h er  l i g h t  b lu e  s u i t  -  with Robin's  fu r  h a t .  And I  was v e ry  

s a t i s f i e d  w ith  my own American b eauty  ensem ble w ith  a 

b i t  o f  s e a l s k i n  t h a t  t i e d  under th e  ch in  and th e  o f f  

the fa c e  h a t .  E s p e c i a l l y  the  lu x u ry  o f  the s i l k  l i n e d  

b la c k  g l o v e s  and a sm all and e le g a n t  a l l i g a t o r  bag  

w hich  M a r ie lle n   had g iv e n  me. We rode down the avenue ,  

Lyndon and I i n  one car  -  the  one w ith  th e  b u l l e t  

' p r o o f  g l a s s  top and s i d e s  -  crowds a lre a d y  t h i c k  a lon g

P e n n sy lv a n ia  Avenue -  th e  c h i ld r e n  in  a car  r a t h er 

c l o s e  b e h in d .  I had rem inded them to  use ev ery  moment 

t o  lo o k  a t  th e  p e o p le  on b o th  s i d e s  -  t o  wave a t  them -  

to  r e c o g n iz e  anybody th e y  knew w ith  a s p e c ia l  lo o k  th a t  

w ould le t  them know th e y  were se e n .  Because t h i s  would  

be our o n ly  moment o f  c o n t a c t  w ith  many o f  them who had 

come from a l l  f i f t y  states^  and then  we were on the  

In a u gu ra l s ta n d .  M urie l n e x t  to  me and then Lynda and 

_Luc i  and L u cia  and Bi r g e and Becky. And Tony and 

M atiana.   On the f r o n t  row on the  o th e r  s id e .  Senator  

Jordan, Speaker and Mrs. M c Cormack, th e  fo u r  Humphrey 

c h i ld r e n  and Aunt J e s s i e  and Aunt J o s e f a .  The r e s t  o f

the k in  f o l k s  and o f f i c i a l s  made up a l i t t l e  l e s s  than
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100 on th e  In augu ra l s t a n d s .  ‘There th ey  s t r e t c hed in

f r o n t  o f  u s ,  th e  p eop le  we were working f o r .  *. Thousands

and thou san ds o f  them .  So many o f  whom we had met

f a c e  to fa ce  in t h e i r  home t o w n s , .. Of Dime Box, T ex a s ,

or D o lan d , South D akota. I  lo o k e d  f o r  a f a m i l i a r  f a c e .

And i t  was a lo n g  way back b e fo r e  I began t o  f in d

them, A. W. w ith  e a r -m u ffs  on -  W esley; M elvin

W in ters;  I  d e c id e d  the p r e s s  had a c q u ir e d  a l l  th e
f o r

f r o n t  row s e a t s  f o r   t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a s  w e l l  as 

t h e i r  v e ry  numerous c o n t in g e n t  who — were  c o v e r in g  

i t .  The In v o c a t io n  was by A rchbishop Robert Lucey o f  

San Antonio,  l o n g  t i m e  c r u s a d i n g   l i b e r a l  o f  the  

xttiHggxgL&x v in t a g e  o f  Maury M averick. He and Lyndon 

had known ea ch  o t h e r  as lo n g  as Lyndon and I  had .

And th e r e  had c e r t a i n l y  been  ad m iration  on Lyndon's  

p a r t .  The A rchbishop has a lw ays worked w ith  z e a l  

among th e  L a t in -Am ericans o f  San A n to n io . And then  

M iss Leontyne P r ic e  sang America the B e a u t i f u l .  I t  was 

a r i c h  v o ic e  and a r i c h  so n g . One o f  th e  b e s t  moments. 

Then Rabbi Hyman Judah Scha c h te l  gave a p r a y e r .  Ne x t  

Hubert s te p p e d  forw ard -  f o r  once h i s  exuberance under 

w raps. He lo o k e d  p o s i t i v e l y  stern , I  thought th e r e  

was a lm o st  a tremor in h i s  r a i s e d  hand. Speaker  

McCormack a d m in is te r e d  the  o a th  and  th e n  M urie l k i s s e d  

him. Reverend George D avis d e l iv e r e d  a p r a y e r .  Then

came  th e  momen t  toward which  a l l  the  days f o r  the  l a s t
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year  had been h e a d in g .  The moment when Lyndon would  

take  the  o a th  o f o f f i c e  a s  t h e  36 th  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s .  T h is tim e -  t h e  C hief J u s t i c e .  I t  had 

f i r s t  been m en tioned  t o  me by Leonard Marks th a t  I  

sh ou ld  h o ld  th e  B ib le  f o r  h i s  sw ear in g  i n .  We u sed  th e  

B ib le  h i s  mother had g iv en  him when we moved t o  the  

ranch C h r is tm a s  l 9 5 2 . I do not know whether t h e  

id e a  o r ig i n a t e d  i n  Lyndon's mind or perhaps in  L i z ’ s  

or perhaps in  L eon ard 's  own. I t  was a sw eet th in g  

f o r  any o f  them to d o .  I  s to o d  f a c in g  th e  throng  

betw een the  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  and Lyndon w h i le  he to o k  th e  

o a th ,

Lyndon's In au g u ra l a d d ress  o f  1100 words to o k ,  

so th e  paper s a i d ,  22 m in u tes  t o  d e l i v e r .  And how 

many hour s i t  had taken  to  w r i t e !  Even w h ile  we were 

g e t t i n g  d r e s s e d  t o  come to the ceremony i t s e l f ,  he had  

been r e a r r a n g in g  a p a r t  about l i b e r t y ,  j u s t i c e  and 

union  -  Jack V a le n t i  bounding in  and o u t  o f  the  room 

l i k e  a rubber b a l l  -  t a p in g  over  c e r t a in  p h ra ses  on 

th e  t e le -p r o m p te r .  I  d o n 't  th in k  I would have i n t e r -

ru p ted  them i f  the  b u i ld in g  had been on f i r e .  The 

l i n e  I  l i k e d  b e s t  was th e  one about a lw ays t r y i n g ,  ' i t  

i s  th e  e x c i te m e n t  o f  becom in g , a lw ays becom ing, t r y i ng

p r o b in g ,  f a l l i n g ,  r e s t i n g  and t r y in g  a g a in .  But always
U

t r y in g  and a lw ays g a in in g .  And I l i k e  the symbolism
'V

o f  ab ou t, Even now, a r o c k e t  moves toward Mars, rem inding

-  5 -
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e x .
a l l  th a t  t h e  world would n o t  be  the same f o r  our

c h i ld r e n  or  even f o r  o u r s e lv e s  in  a s h o r t  span o f

y e a r s .  And a l s o  I  l i k e d  tn e  b e g in n in g  where he put

em phasis on th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l y i n g  j u s t  e x a c t l y

where i t  d o e s .  On e a ch  o f  u s .

Then the Mormon T ab ernacle  Choir sa n g .

Lyndon h im s e l f  i n v i t e d  them to  tne d i s may o f  the

In a u gu ra l o f f i c i a l s  I  e x p e c t ,  b ecau se  th e re  are 375

b o d ie s  and t h e r e  i s  h a r d ly  room f o r  an e x t r a  f l e a

in  the  P la z a  where th e  In au g u ra tio n  ta k e s  p l a c e ,  
had

They/had q u i t e  an adventure  com ing. The fo g  c lo s e d  

in  a t  th e  a i r p o r t  a t  S a l t  Lake C ity  on Tuesday b e fo re  

two o f  t h e i r  j e t  p la n e s  c o u ld  tak e  o f f ,  so t h e y  went 

by bus 400 m i l e s  to  Las Vegas and g o t  on two o th e r  

j e t s  and had a r r iv e d  a t  7 :0 0  o ’ c lo c k  t h i s  m orning)  

They had c e r t a i n l y  p r o v id e d  a happy w a it in g  t im e fo r  

th e  thousands who co n g r eg a ted  in  the p la z a ,  because  

th e y  had g iv e n  them a c o n c e r t  f o r  more than t h i r t y  

m in u tes  w h ile  th e y  were g a t h e r in g .  E x c e l l e n t  id e a .—

b oth  fo r  th e  c h o ir  th a t  had come a l l  t h a t  lo n g  d is ta n c e  

to  contribute i t ' s  e x c e p t io n a l  t a le n t ^ fo r  th e  assem b lin g  

r e s t l e s s  m u l t i t u d e s .  My o ld  f r i e n d ,  h i s  bearded  

Eminence A rchbishop I a k o v o s   r o s e   to  g iv e  th e  

B e n e d ic t io n . And th en  th e r e  was th e  S ta r  Spa n g le d  

^*4^ Banner by th e  U .S . Marine Band and i t  was a l l  o v e r .
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Lyndon and V ice  P r e s id e n t  Humphrey were e s c o r t e d  up 

the  s t e p s  betw een  the assem b led  House and Senate  and 

p e o p le  th e y  had  worked w ith  a l l  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  And 

M urie l and I  and a l l  t h e  o th e r s  in  t h e  s ta n d ,  a lm o st
iL

a hundred o f u s ,  went i n s id e  to  the Inaugura l  

Luncheon, a t which S e n a to r  B. E v e r e t t  Jordon p r e s id e d .  

I t  was in  th e  o ld  Supreme Court Chamber and I  was 

g la d th a t  th e order  o f  the M a jo r ity  Leader n ot to  have  

any more  lu n ch eon s  in  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  o l d  Chamber h a d  

been o v e r -r id d e n  by  Senator  Jordan, in  h i s  c a p a c i t y  

o f - -  I  th in k  i t  i s - - head o f  th e Rules Com m ittee. And 

i t  was th e r e  t h a t  I found out abou t Cousin Fern B a in e s !  

Leonard came up t o  me and s a id  “what do you know, she  

tu rn s  o u t to  be Hubert Hum phrey's m arried  s i s t e r .   How 

i s  t h a t  f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  m u ta t io n ”? He a l s o  s a id  th at  

the  crowd was the  l a r g e s t  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  the  

C a p it o l .  One m i l l i o n ,  two hundred th ou san d , a c co r d in g  

to  the Ch i e f  o f  P o l i c e ,  were in  th e  square and l i n i n g  

th e  parade r o u t e .  There were a t t r a c t i v e  s i l v e r  ash  - 

tr a y s  w i t h  th e  d a te  engraved  as a favor  and a d e l i c i o u s  

luncheon in  which I  c o u ld  se e  B e s s ’ s hand b eca u se  i t  

was Texas h e a r t  o f  f i l e t  mignon and ended w ith  th e

P r e s id e n t 's  De l i g h t .  Then back in the b u l l e t  proof  
1
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l im o u s in e ,  l i k e  a bubble o f  g l a s s ,  we rode down 

P en n sy lv a n ia  Avenue, w aving a t  the  f i l l e d  b l e a c h e r s ,  

th e  l i n e d  s id e w a lk s  & in  w h ich  t h e  f i r s t  rows were 

u s u a l l y  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  in  snow s u i t s  -  and th e  jammed 

o f f i c e  windows. How a m a z in g  t h a t  I sh ou ld  come a lm ost  

f a c e  to  f a c e  w ith  Maurine K ra n so n  F e ig e r  and t h i s  th e  

t h i r d  time du rin g  th e s e  th r e e  d a y s !   a t  th e  Di s t in g u is h e d  

La d i e s  R e c e p t io n ,  a t  th e  G overnor's  R ecep tio n  and h e r e .  

W e ll ,  th a t  e a s i l y  e x p la in s  how sh e  co u ld  become 

s a l u t o r i a n  o f  the c l a s s  i n  M arsh all High School s ome
I

36 y e a rs  a g o ,  i f  in a crowd l i k e  t h i s  she  can make

h e r  way to  the  f r o n t  row three t im e s ,  I ' d  been  g la d  t o  g e t  a

C/— ̂ moment w ith  Leontyne P r ic e  in  E v e r e t t  D ir k s e n 's  o f f i c e

between th e  ceremony and th e  lu n ch eo n . Her v o ic e  i s  so

r i c h .  She i s  one o f  th e  g r e a t .  I  in tr o d u ce d  h e r  to

as many o f  th e  r e l a t i v e s  and Senate  w iv e s  as  were w ith in

r e a c h .  I  heard th a t  a lo n e  s p e c t a t o r  w a tc h in g  the parade

from a b a lc o n y  on an upper f l o o r  o f  the  J u s t i c e

Department turned out to  b e  FBI D ir e c to r ,  J. Edgar H oover,

He has seen  a l o t  o f  us come and g o .  We a r r iv e d  a t

th e  White House R ev iew in g  s tan d  about 2 :30  and found

what an in n o v a t io n - -  t h e r e  was a b u l l e t  p r o o f  g l a s s

b a r r ie r  in  f r o n t  o f  us and sm all  s t o v e s  r i g h t  down by

our f e e t .  A l l  t h i s  time Lyndon, h a t l e s s  and w ith ou t an

^  o v e r c o a t ,  had been q u i t e  warm enough with his therm al

underwe a r ,  but now he prom ptly  tu rn ed  o f f  th e  s t o v e s  
b eca u se  i n s t e a d  o f  a sp artan  two and a h a l f  hours we had

-  8 -
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e x p e c te d  in  th e  p i e r c in g  c o ld ,  i t  was g o in g  to  be q u i t e  

c o z y ,  had come down th e  Avenue v i s i t i n g  the  South-  

w est  Texas S t r u t t e r s  who have accompanied th e ir band, 

stop p ed  th e  p r o c e s s io n ,  g o t te n  out and c r o s s e d  th e  

s t r e e t  t o  shake hands w ith  th r e e  or fo u r  o f  them. When 

we f i r s t  w alked i n t o  th e  s ta n d s  we en co u n tered  Him and 

Blanco on l e a s h e s ,  w a i t in g  e x p e c t a n t l y  a t  t h e f o o t  o f  

them. And Lyndon prom ptly  to o k  Him 's l e a s h  from the  

a t t e n d a n t ’ s hand, I b e l i eve i t  was Mr. B ryant, and e s -

c o r te d  Him i n t o  the R eview ing  S tan d , where t h a t  happy 

dog prom ptly  took  up h i s  p la c e  in  Lyndon's b ig  l e a t h e r  

u p h o ls te r e d  v iew in g  c h a ir .  He d i d n ' t  g e t  to  occupy i t  

(^ , l o n g .  He was soon r e tu r n e d  to  Mr. B ryant, but th e  crowd

l i k e d  i t .

There had been q u i t e  a d i s c u s s io n  a s  to  wh i c h  

band would l e a d  th e  p arad e .  L i t t l e  San Marcos South-

w e st  S t a t e  C o l le g e  Band, Lyndon’s Alma ma t e r  or t he proud  

orange and w h ite  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  T ex a s , and I ,  

a rd en t U n iv e r s i t y  Alumni was b e l i g e r e n t l y  i n  fa v o r  o f  

San Marc o s  l e a d i n g .   And as i t  tu rn ed  o u t  San Marcos was 

the f i r s t  o f  the S t a t e  or School bands to  p a ss  by the

P r e s id e n t .  We had th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  our s c h o o l .  Dr. 

McCrocklin and h i s  w i f e  in  the  box w ith  us to  ch eer  and 

wave when th e y  went by and l a t e r  when tn e  U n iv e r s i t y  

went b y   C h a n c e l lo r  Ransom and h i s  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  w i f e .  

And th e n  th e r e  were two and a h a l f  hours o f  52 bands and



1 5 ,0 0 0  m archers!  S h o rter  how ever, than any aasixSik In augural

p arad e  i n memory, w hich makes Howard B u r r is ,  the

Parade Committee Chairman a D iplom at as w e l l  as  an

E x e c u t iv e .  Texas had a f l o a t  t h a t  was a r e p l i c a  o f

the  LBJ ra n ch h ou se , w i t h  a p l a s t i c  P ed er n a le s  R iver ,

a  to y  dog th a t  waved h i s  t a i l ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  Him .   The

f l o a t  I r e a l l y  l i k e d  the  b e s t  was G e o r g ia ’ s .  Wh lc h

was a m i n a t u r e  LadyB ir d  S p e c i a l ,  G a ily  p a in t e d ,  red

w h it e , b lu e ,  green  a s o r t  of  To o n e r v i l l e   Tr o l l e y  v in t a g e

and out o f  i t s  windows waved' a t t r a c t i v e  young g i r l s

i n  LBJ cam p a ign 'u n ifo rm s,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  th e  d au ghters
/  /

o f  th e  h o s t e s s e s  on th e  LadyBir d  S p ec ia l^  i n c lu d in g  

C h r is ty  C arp en ter , p la y in g  Luci  and Pa t s y  Derby p la y in g  

me. There was more Jumping up and down t h an a t  any  

Episco p a l  Church S e r v ic e  to paraphrase Lyndon. Because  

th e  f l a g  went by e v e r y  few  moments. Sometimes I had  

to  nudge Lyndon to  l e t  him know th a t  i t  was coming^

a n d to  r e t i r e v e  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  i f  a Governor approached  

in  h i s  open c o n v e r t i b l e - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s e n s i t i v e  

moment w h e n  W allace o f  Alabama or the  Governor o f

M i s s i s s i p p i  wer e about to go b y .  Because we want ed t o  

acco rd  them the  d i g n i t y  and welcome th e y  were a c c o r d in g  

us by t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .   Some o f  the fa r  w estern  s t a t e s  

had d e l i g h t f u l  march in g  u n i t s  o r  f l o a t s  o f  bearded buck-

sk in  c la d  men w ith  b o o t s  and b ig  h a ts  and lo n g  r i f l e s .  

F ro n tiersm en , t r a p p e r s ,  h u n te r s ,  -  one o f  the funni e s t
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v,„I was a man b e in g  d ragged  on a f r o n t i e r  type  s t r e t c h e r ,  

behind  a h o r s e ,  w ith  q u iv e r in g  arrow p r o tru d in g  from  

h i s  c h e s t ,  l a i d  out c o ld .  As he p a sse d  the  r e v ie w in g  

s ta n d ,  he s a t  s t r a i g h t  up and s a lu t e d !  The a u d ien ce  

howl e d .  ib sw a ss  There was a brandy keg t o t i n g  S t . 

Bernard m asco t  o f  a Chicago F ir e  departm en t, m arching  

a l o ng  in  a Texas h a t .  I heard  l a t e r  t h a t  B eag le  se t  

up q u i t e  a yapping when he saw him but to  no a v a i l .

One o f  the  p r e t t i e s t  o f  th e  un i t s  was the  B a r b a r e t t s 

o f  Santa Barbara, C a l i f o r n ia ,  s t r u t t i ng p a s t  in  snow 

w h ite  In d ia n  head d r e s s ,  f e a t h e r s  th a t  t r a i l e d  from

t h e i r  head t o  t h e i r  a n k le s ,  w h ich  had j i n g l i n g  b e l l s
___ i  ^
^  around t hem."^'During th e  parade v a r io u s  p e o p le  jo in e d

us b r i e f l y .  The McNamaras , w h i le  the  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  

were g o in g  by and a l s o  G eneral W heeler. Lyndon 

s i g n a l l e d  Sargent S h r iv e r  and h i s  th r ee  c h i ld r e n  who 

were w atch ing  i t  from  th e  o th e r  s i d e .  One o f  th e  

c h i ld r e n  perch ed  on top  o f  h i s  d ad d y 's  s h o u ld e r s .  They 

came over and s a t  w ith  us a l i t t l e ,  and Margaret Truman 

and C l i f t o n  D a n ie l  came down when the  M isso u r i f l o a t  

went by . M iss Kate Looney, Lyndon’ s f i r s t  t e a c h e r ,  who 

now l i v e s  a t  Rough and Ready, C a l i f o r n ia ,  was brought  

in  f o r  a few  moments. In f a c t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a parade

o f  govern ors , la b o r  le a d e r s ,  V I P 's ,  l i t t l e  and b i g ,___

na t i o n a l l y  Known v a r i e t y  and Lyndon Johnson v a r i e t y .  

Dale and S c o o te r  were in  the f r o n t  row and th ey  must
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have been a b o u t  read y  t o  b r e a th e  a v a s t  s ig h  o f  r e l i e f .  

b e cause  th e y  had h an d led  t h i s  whole b i g  s p e c t a b le  w ith  

g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  White House w a i t e r s  f i l t e r e d  through  the  

s ta n d ,  p a s s in g  snacks and bouillon and c o f f e e .  Lyndon 

k e p t  on jumping up to  g r e e t  f r i e n d s  back i n  th e  s t a n d s ,  

t a l l  P ostm aster  G eneral James P a r le y ,  a lways s ta n d s  out'  

everyw here and evan g e lis t  B i l l y  Graham, who  had con d u cted  

the prayer  s e r v i c e  a t  th e  N a t io n a l  C ity  C h r is t ia n  Church 

t h i s  m orning. In f a c t  he was th e  main sp ea k er  a t  th e

prayer  s e r v i c e  and a w onderfu l o n e - -  u s in g  a l i n e  that

Sam Houston had used  when he was f i n a l l y  c o n v e r ted  and 

b a p t iz e d  wh i c h  combined h u m i l i t y  w ith  humor. Somebody 

to ld  him t h a t  th e y  had heard  a l l  o f  h i s  s in s  had been  

washed away and he s a i d  " w e l l ,  i f  th e y  w ere , God h e lp  

the  f i s h e s  down  th e  s tream " , B i l l y  Graham had been  

w o n d e rfu l.  Between Lyndon's d e p a r tur e s  and r e tu r n s  and 

th e  Governors g o in g  by in  t h e i r  c o n v e r t i b l e s ,  s a lu t in g  

to  us and we them and th e  p a s s in g  o f  th e f l a g s ,  i t  was 

an a c t iv e  two and a h a l f  hours and th e  m ost remarkable  

t h in g  o f  a l l  about the parade i s  t h a t  i t  was o ver  on 

time by 5 :0 0  o ’ c lo c k !  Cheers to  Howard B u r r is ,  E very-

body began f i l i n g  o u t o f  th e  s ta n d s  to  t h e i r  numerous 

p a r t i e s .
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tir(  V/e waved t o  th e  crowd a c r o s s  th e  s t r e e t  and w a lk e d  b a c k
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i n t o  t h e  Vihlte H ouse ,  ‘g a th e r in g  up a s  we w en t /^ G e o rg e

and  A l i c e  Brown, Wesley West, Homer T h o r n b e r r y  and
i

E l o i s e .  We w en t  u p s t a i r s  to  th e  s e co n d  f l o o r  and

s e t t l e d  c o m f o r t a b l y  f o r  a d r i n k .  And how welcome i t

was! I  soon had t o  l e a v e  them t o  p u t  m y s e l f  In  t h e
to o k

h a n d s  o f  Jean L o u ie  and Eddie  w i t h  whom I / t u r n s

a lo n g  w i t h  th e  w h i l e  covey o f  l i t t l e  g i r l s .  But l a t e r  

I  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  v o i c e s  of  A.W. and Melvin  and  a few 

o t h e r s  so  t h e r e  was no moment o f  r e s t  f o r  Lyndon b e tw e e n  

th e  p a r a d e  and t h e  t im e  to  g e t  d r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  b a l l .

At 9 :1 5  we l e f t  th e  White House w i t h  Lynda 

a nd  L u c f o l l o w i n g  us and  went f i r s t  

t o  the M ayflower ,  t h e  most  c i v i l i z e d  b a l l  o f  a l l ,  b e -

c a u s e  i t  was t h e  s m a l l e s t .  We g r e e t e d  t h o s e  i n  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t ’ s box and th e n  went o u t  i n t o  an a r e a  r o p e d  

o f f  ' ^ t h  v e l v e t  r o p e s  and d a n ce d ,  c h a n g in g  p a r t n e r s  

e v e r y  few s e c o n d s .  At one p o i n t ,  Lyndon s u r p r i s e d  

M a rg a re t  Truman D a n i e l  by  l i f t i n g  h e r  b o d i l y  o u t  o f  h e r  

box  to t h e  d a n c e  f l o o r  a n d  t w i r l i n g  h e r  a ro u n d  the  

room. They had  a d e l i g h t f u l  p i c t u r e  t o g e t h e r .  We 

s t a y e d  o n l y  a b o u t  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  f i v e  

s t o p s ,  A r e g u l a r  m a ra th o n  1 N ex t ,  t o  the S t a t l e r -  

H i l t o n  and t h e n  th e  Armory where t h e r e  were 1 3 ,0 0  

p e o p l e .  Tonfeht the  d e c o r a t i o n s  h a d  a l l  b e e n  c h a n g e d — * 

t h e  b l u e  s t r e a m e r s  were enomorous b o u q u e t s  o f  b r i g h t



f lo w e r s  h an ging  from  the c e i l i n g .  The theme was /S-

America th e  B e a u t i f u l  and th ere  were la n d sc a p e s  a lo n g
'\Vth e  w a l l  o f  s c e n ic  America from s e a  to  s h in in g  s e a ,

m ou n ta in s , f r u i t e d  p l a i n s ,  and a l l .  I t  was a g r ea t

jo b . But th e re  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  no way t o  make r e g a l

and d i g n i f i e d  and e le g a n t  a b a l l  in  w hich 1 3 ,0 0 0  humans

p a r t i c i p a t e !  When we l e f t  th e  box and s t a r t e d  down to

the dance f l o o r  i t  was l i k e  p lu n g in g  in to  a U n iv e r s ity

o f  Texas -  Oklahoma f o o t b a l l  crowd. I r e a l l y  f e l t

d r e a d fu l  to  s e e  how the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  had to  push

a g a in s t  th e  crowd to  make the few  f e e t  in  whic h  we

danced p o s s i b l e .  A f te r  j u s t  a few  c h a n g e s  we went;A.
back up t o  th e  b o x .  Lyndon t r i e d  t o  u se  the  m icro -

phone to  thank e v e r y o n e .  I t  d i d n ’t  work. The f i r s t  

g o o f  f o r  t h r e e  days th a t  I  am aware o f !  He t a lk e d

w ithou t i t  and then  p r e s e n t l y  i t  came on w ith  a b l a r e .
^  x: '

 ̂ Next to the Shoreham w hich was f u l l  o f  M in n eso tan s, where
/A t  we

H ubert p lan n ed  t o  r e tu r n .   At each one we s ta y e d  ab ou t t h i r t y  

m in u te s ,  and then a t  l a s t  th e  Sheraton  Park, where a l l  

the Texans c o n g r e g a te d .  And t h e r e ,  Lyndon made a

d e l i g h t f u l  l i t t l e  sp e e c h .  "Never b e fo r e  have so  many
. W-'

p a id  so  much to  dance so  l i t t l e .  And one th in g  you can
n

s a y  f o r  the  Great S o c i e t y  i t  su re  i s  crowded. He had 

been in  f i n e  s p i r i t s  a l l  ev en in g  and changed p a r tn e r s  

as r a p i d l y  as p o s s i b l e  dancing  w ith  M u r ie l ,  Lynda, any 

C ab in et w iv e s  t h a t  were handy and the w ives  o f  th o se  

who had p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p e d  w ith  the  In a u g u ra l .  I
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g l a n c e d  o v e r  my s h o u l d e r  h o p in g  t h a t  he would f i n d  

S c o o t e r  and  D o r o th y  Marks.  I  t h i n k  f o r  a f l e e t i n g  

moment I  saw them b o t h  w i t h  him,
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I  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  p l e a s e d

w i t h  my u psw ep t  h a i r d o ,  which  I  h a d n ' t  worn in  t w e n ty  

or  so y e a r s  a n d ^ ^ ^ ^ e l lo v ^ s a t in  e n s e m b l e / \ o n l y  one 

t r o u b l e .  I t  i s  much handsomer w i t h  t h e  c o a t  o n ,  more 

r e g a l  ' s^S^add  a b o u t  13 ,000  human b o d i e s  and y9u h a v e  

a  "T urk ish  b a t h i  A t  t h e  S h e r a to n  P a r k ,  we s a w ^ n u m e r a b l e  

T ex an s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Max Brooks ,  and  f o r  a moment,

L e i l a  Wynn. L e o n a r d  was o u r  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l  t h r o u g h o u t .  

And t i m e k e e p e r .  g o t  J u s t  about  t h e  b i g g e s t

h ^ d  o f  anyone a t  t h e  S h e r a to n  P a r k .  The P r e s i d e n t i a l  

Box was f i l l e d  w i t h  n o t a b l e s  -  g iv e  ev e ry b o d y  s o m e th in g  

t o  l o o k  a t  and t e l l  about when t h e y  g o t  home i n c a s e  

t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  d n n c e ,  l ilke  C i n d e r a l l a  we t r i e d  to make 

i t  home by  m i d n i g h t ,  and a c t u a l l y  l e f t  t h e  S h e r a t o n  

Park J u s t  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  t w e lv e  and were  b ack  i n  t h e  

h o u se  by 1 2 : 3 0 ,  G r a t e f u l  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  b een  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  d i g n i t y  and g rac e  and  t h a t  i t  v/as 

o v e r .
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