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F r i d a y

The day  b e g an  d r e a r y  and r a i n y  -  we j u s t  made 

i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n a u g u r a l  w i t h  sunny  s k i e s .  T h i s  m orn ing  

I  worked  w i t h  B e ss  on some i m p o r t a n t  m a i l .  E s p e c i a l l y  

an a t t e m p t  to  r e t u r n  g r a c i o u s l y  some g i f t s .  G i f t s  

c o n s t i t u t e  one o f  th e  p r o b le m s  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e .  We a r e  

p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a l l  o f  a f r i e n d ' s  t im e  an d  

b r a i n  and sw ea t  i n  o u r  b e h a l f ,  b u t  g i f t s  o f  m o n e ta r y  

v a lu e  f rom  a n y  b u t  t h e  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  l a y  u n e a s y  on th e  

s h e l f .  T h a t  i s  one rea so n  why I  am a n x io u s  to  g e t  t h e  

l i b r a r y  s e t  up as soon a s  p o s s i b l e  and  have  a s k e d  

C l a r k  C l i f f o r d  t o  g e t  me t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  

o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e  p iece o f  p a p e r  i s  c a l l e d  t h a t  s e t  up 

t h e  Truman L i b r a r y  and t h e  E isen h o w er  L i b r a r y  and t h e  

Kennedy L i b r a r y  i f  t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to  t h e  p u b l i c ,  

' ^ D u r i n g  t h e  m orn ing  we h a d  some s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  a bou t  

t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  p o s t s .  A f t e r  t h e  I n a u g u r a l  i s  o v e r  

t h e  t im e  h a s  come f o r  some c h a n g e s .  T hree  p e o p le  were 

e a r n e s t l y  t a l k e d  a b o u t  f o r  one o f  the  m ost  s e n s i t i v e  

j o b s ,  J a c k ,  B i l l  a n d  I  l i s t e n i n g  and p u t t i n g  i n  o u r  

o p i n i o n s .  Abe was o u r  c h o i c e .  A.W. i s  l e a v i n g  f o r  an 

REA m e e t i n g  i n  F l o r i d a  and w i l l  r e t u r n  by Alabama t o  

v i s i t  my l a n d  and t o  d e c i d e  a b o u t  p l a n t i n g  more p i n e  

t r e e s ,  and t r y  t o  r e a s s e s s  th e  p r e s e n t  m a n a g e r .  I  w en t  

down t o  s e e  D r .  T r a v e l l .  She h a s  h an d ed  i n  h e r  r e s i g -

n a t i o n  and i t  h a s  been  a c c e p t e d .  I  t o l d  h e r  how much



r
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we h ad  a l l  come t o  l o v e  h e r  -  how we n e e d e d  and v a lu e d  

h e r  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  I  w a n ted  L u c i  t o  keep  on b e i n g  

h e r  p a t i e n t  i f  she  s e t t l e d  i n  W ash in g to n .  We s im p ly  

m u s t ,  a s  a f a m i l y ,  b a c k  up L yndon; i n  h i s  economy in  

g o ve rn m en t  p ro g r a m .  The White   Hou se  now h a s  t h r e e  

d o c t o r s  a n d  i t  can g e t  a lo n g  on tw o .  D r .  T r a v e l l  

made i t  a s  e a s y  a  m e e t i n g  a s  p o s s i b l e .  She t r e a t e d  

me f o r  my c o l d  w h ic h  i s  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  q u i t e  ob -

n o x i o u s  •

I  w en t  t o  t h e  t h e a t r e  w i t h  Lynda t o  s e e  The

White  House S t o r y ,  a  d o c u m e n ta ry ,  w h ic h  we p l a n  t o
Lyndon,

show t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  w i v e s  while Lyndon, Se c r e t a r y  Rusk,  

S e c r e t a r y  McNamara, e t c .  a r e  b r i e f i n g  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  

In  a n  l e a s t  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e n  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

r e c e p t i o n s  we a r e  s l a t e d  t o  h a v e ,  l a s t  y e a r  we d i d  t h e  

s e co n d  f l o o r  so t h a t ' s  o u t  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  new members.
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Lyndon o b v i o u s l y  i s n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  nap  t h i s  a f t e r -

n o o n .  I t ' s  a p p a r e n t l y  b e i n g  a n o t h e r  h a r d  day  o f  

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  work .  So i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  Lynda,  

W arr ie  Lynn a n d  I  s e t  o u t  by  a u to m o b i l e  f o r  Camp David 

on o u r  p o s t p o n e d  s e l f - i n d u l g e n t  v a c a t i o n  t o g e t h e r ,  and  

wha t  n i c e r  companions  c o u l d  t h e r e  be t h a n  Lynda and 

W a r r i e .  We h a d  p l a n s  o f  i n v i t i n g  up t h e  Dukes f o r  

d i n n e r  one n i g h t  maybe, maybe t h e  Lee and  S t e w a r t

Udall t o  t a l k  on b e a u t i f i c a t i o n ,  maybe somebody t o  p l a y  

b r i d g e .  Rain  and  f o g  c l o s e d  a ro u n d  us  and  when we



- t '^  t u r n e d  o f f  t h e  r o a d  up i n t o  t h e  Ca t o c t i n  m o u n ta in s

i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  we were l o s t  t o  th e  w o r l d .  And t h e n

a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  Camp D av id ,  t h e  f i r e  was b u r n i n g

b r i g h t l y  on t h e  h e a r t h  and  t h e r e  was a  b i g  p i c t u r e

window t h a t  l o o k e d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  f o g  and  you f e l t  l i k e

humming ”oh  t h e  w e a th e r  o u t s i d e  i s  f r i g h t f u l ,  b u t  t h e

f i r e  i s  so d e l i g h t f u l " ]  We s a t  down t o  a  d e l i c i o u s

d i n n e r  and t h e n  we saw a Walt  D i sn e y  movie,  Mary

Popp i n s ,  q u i t e  f ^ y  and e n c h a n t i n g .  And t h e n  I  went
wt o  b e d  s u r r o u n d e d  by s u i t c a s e s  f u l l  of  r e a d  a n d  f i l e  

m a i l  and p r o j e c t s  t o  work  o n .  But I  cho se  i n s t e a d  

a m e t a l  box f u l l  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  w i l l  some day r e s t  

c i n  o u r  l i b r a r y .  L e t t e r s  f ro m  Lyndon to  me w r i t t e n

i n  S e p tem ber  and O c to b e r  and November o f  1934 ,  and  f rom  

me t o  him about  t h e  same t im e  a n d  t h e r e  were a  few 

from him i n  s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s  on up to  1940 .  Though I  

h a v e n ' t  re-read them i n  t e n ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  more y e a r s ,  I  

h a v e  k e p t  them . I h e l d  on t o  them somehow t h r o u g h  

moves f rom  a t  l e a s t  s i x t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  r e s i d e n c e s  o v e r  

a  p e r i o d  o f  more t h a n  30 y e a r s !  I  s p e n t  a b o u t  two 

h o u r s  r e a d i n g  them .  And t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t im e  o n l y  makes 

them more i n t e r e s t i n g .  The i m p o r t u n a t e  young man o f  

26 was v e r y  f r e s h  i n  my mind an d  c l e a r  and e x c i t i n g  

when I  t u r n e d  o u t  t h e  l i g h t  t o  go t o  s l e e p  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  

e l e v e n ,  on t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  o f  my v a c a t i o n .
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