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Saturday, January  23 began w ith  the r in g  of the phone in  

the m idd le  of the n ig h t at Camp D a vid --a b out 3:00 A . M .  ̂ w as, the 

m om ent I  have long thought about but when i t  happened i t  w a sn 't bad.

D r .  B u rk le y  was on the o the r end of the lin e . He said Lyndon had 

been taken to the h o sp ita l. H e  had a bad cold, a severe  cough that 

caused h im  to have pains in  the chest and a la rm ed h im . He  

described i t  as an in fe c tio n  o f the trachea. He  sa id  Lyndon had 

given o rd e rs  fo r  me not to be n o tifie d  u n t il I  woke up in  the m o rn ing  

but he fe lt  tha t I  should know. Lynd on was at Bethesda, L u c i was 

w ith  h im . He  re ite ra te d  th e re  was nothing to be a la rm ed about and 

in s is te d  that I  go back to sleep and he would c a ll me in  the m o rn ing , 

so I  took a sleeping p i l l  and am azing ly  did go back to sleep, leaning  

on L u c i 's  presence to c o m fo rt and pet and re a s s u re  and a lso  cognizant 

of what a f lu r r y  the re  would be w ith  the newsm en i f  I  got up at 3:00 A . M . 

and drove back in .

When I  woke up Sa turday m o rn ing  I  talked to D r .  B u rk le y  and 

to D r .  Gould, who had come down fro m  New Y o rk . Th e y  to ld  me Lyndon
I

had begun to develop a cold about 4 :00  P .  M . , had gone on w ith  the m eeting  

of the H ouse  and Senate Le a d e rsh ip , had skipped supper, had called the 

D o c to r about 9 :00 o 'c lo c k --D r, B u rk le y --b e c a u se  h is  cough was 

becoming w o rse  and h is  chest was i r r i ta t in g  h im . D r .  B u rk le y  gave



h im  some m edication fo r  the cough and sent h im  back to bed. And  

then, about 1:00 o 'c lock, he had waked up w ith  the cough w o rse  and 

pain in  h is  th ro a t and upper chest. In  tha t v a s t m useum , the W h ite  

House , th e re  was no w ife , no daughter Lynda, no daughter L u c i,  but 

he se n t w o rd  to c a ll fo r  L u c i.  She was out on a date. Accord ing to 

L u c i,  she was th e re  in  m in u te s and I  know she loved being the one 

to take over and c o m fo rt. Th e y  took h im  out to Bethesda a l i t t le  

before 3:00 A .M .  and George, poor George, se t up a P r e s s  Room  

out at the h o sp ita l. Th e  w o rld  outside  Camp D avid  was wrapped in  

fog and s le e t, g ray and s ile n t. I  se t about packing and ca lling  Lynd a
/'
' C  to get ready. I  ta lked to Lyndon, He  sounded ra sp in g  and ho a rse  and

subdued but not a la rm ed. He  suggested I  m ig h t come in  by he lic o p te r, 

but when I  asked the Se c re t S e rv ic e , i t  w a sn 't p o ss ib le  because o f the
«•

w eather. L i z  warned me over the phone tha t when I  a rr iv e d  at the 

h o sp ita l I  b e tte r come in  the f ro n t  door because they wanted to take 

p ic tu re s  and i f  I  d id n 't they would assum e tha t th ing s w ere  w o rse  than  

they w e re . In  o ther w o rd s , what they needed was re a ssu ra n c e  and 

n o rm a lity .

I  was quite calm , not the le a st b it  frig h te ne d  and in  a way * 

thought maybe the L o rd  had la id  Lynd on low  so he could get some r e s t  

because he would never l ie  down on h is  own accord and take i t .  M y  

cold made me fe e l lik e  I  was at the bottom  of a w e ll and h a lf numb 

and m y h a ir  made m e look lik e  a p o ste r g i r l  fo r  the P o v e rty  P ro g ra m ,
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but I  did the best I  could w ith  i t ,  put on a hat and a sm ile , drove up 

to the f ro n t  door o f Bethesda. How  many tim e s have I  d riv e n  up to 

the f ro n t  door of B e th e sd a -- re a lly  se rio u s  tim e s--a n d  th is  i s  not one 

of them . B u t  never have I  faced such a b a tte ry  fro m  sidew alk to door 

of fla sh in g  cam eras and questioning  re p o r te rs .

I  t r ie d  to look n o rm a l and w alk s w if t ly .  I t  was a b it o f the 

r i d i n g  i n  t h e  tu m b r^  feeling^and once in s id e  and up to the seventeenth  

f lo o r ,  and then in to  Lynd on who looked ju s t  lik e  Lyndon^lying in  bed quiet, 

subdued, I  th in k  som ewhat sedated, but not the le a st b it  frig h te ne d  

looking. I  d id n 't want to add an e x tra  g e rm  so I  ju s t  patted h im  and 

sa t down and held  h is  hand. He showed me the a rtic le  about L u c i  by 

H e le n  Th o m a s as to how she was taking C atholic  in s tru c tio n , a fa ir ly  

t ru e  and sym pathetic  s to ry  except tha t h e r in te re s t  in  C a th o lic ism  had 

not begun w ith  h e r dating P a u l B e t z   but when she was about twelve

y e a rs  old, long ago. Th e n  when he was in a tte n tive  and h a lf dozing,

I  le f t  and talked to D r .  Gould and D r .  B u rk le y . D r .  Gould examined 

m e. I  made m y dec ision  to stay in  a room  on the f lo o r  r ig h t  below  

Lyndon, le f t  w o rd  w ith  Jack and a  Se c re t Se rv ic e  to ca ll me whenever

he was a le r t  enough to want company. D r .  Gould examined Lynd a  too

who has a p e re nn ia l cold fro m  about October to May, espec ia lly  bad

he re  la te ly , sent h e r home to bed at the W hite  House . D ea r W a rr ie

Ly n n , our c o m fo rte r, w ise  beyond h e r y e a rs , sa id  goodbye. She 

was going to catch the 5:00 o 'c lock plane and L u c i,  having fu lf i l le d
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he r ro le  of n u rse  and ch ie f fam ily  m em ber fro m  about 2:00 o'clock  

u n t il now, and by now i t  was past noon, le f t  to attend a luncheon at 

w hich she was the honoree given by the P re s id e n t o f h e r c lass^"^ ! 

th in k  h e r name i s  M a rle ne  Johnson and.also one o f the top honor 

students o f the school. She is  a N egro , an in te re s tin g  ob se rva tion  

on today.

Lynd on  had looked exactly lik e  h im s e lf  when I  walked in  

although he was quiet and content to be quiet. Th e  newspaper re p o rts  

w ere  good when I  read them . I  thought  D r .  B u rk le y  had handled i t  

extrem eLy w e ll, ju s t  as few w o rd s as p o ss ib le . T o  m y s u rp r is e ,  

Lynd on had seen the P r e s s .  ''^Leaning on h is  elbow over a steam - 

7 h i ss in g  v a p o rize r, M r .  Johnson answ ered the questions of a sm a ll 

group o f re p o rte rs  in  a h o a rse , so m e tim e s croaking voice, fo r
<*

th ir te e n  m in u te s . th in k  I  w i l l  lay o ff t o d a y , h e  quipped, but he
\

added, w o u ld n 't h e sita te  at a ll to put m y b ritc h e s on and go back 

to the o ffice  i f  anything had to be done. "

A l l  a fte rnoon, I  re s te d  quite happily in  bed, reading an 

accum ulation o f m a il and newspaper c lipp ings of the th re e  big days 

and no ca ll came fro m  the f lo o r above. W henever I  in q u ire d  I  got 

the answ er tha t he was dozing, tha t he was h a lf asleep. H e  h a rd ly

(?
woke up when they took h is  te m p e ra tu re  o r gave h im  some m edication  

so I  fe e l good--he is  getting exactly what he needs m o s t- - re s t ,  though 

in  a way only the L o rd  could have in su re d .
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When m y d inne r tra y  came in , about the same tim e  

D r .  Young came in  and said he was awake. So I  quickly said, " le t 's  

take m y d inner tra y  down the re  so I  can have i t  w h ile  I  ta lk  to h im . "

T h e re  w a sn 't much ta lk ing , but he was awake. He was watching the 

news re p o rt on the P re s id e n t 's  condition. P o o r George, lik e  a man 

p illo rie d , was being questioned by the re p o rte rs , ra th e r c ru e lly  I  

thought. H e  appeared v e ry  t ire d  and groggy and h is  a nsw e rs w ere  

s lo w . H e  does not m eet them on the bantering quick quipping plane

Sa lin g e r did o r the a ir  o f a ssu re d  confidence'you can take i t  o r leave

It
i t  tha t H a g g e rty  had, but I  do not th in k  he dese rves th e ir  c ru e l a ttitude. 

A c tu a lly , he handled i t  ra th e r w e ll. Lyndon was quite s ile n t, nodded 

h is  head when I  asked h im  q uestions and a fte r m aking i t  v e ry  c lear to 

everybody tha t I  wanted to be awakened i f  he needed company during  

the n ig h t, I  went to bed.

I t  could have been a frig h te n in g  day. I t was a day I  had 

expected and thought about, but i t  w a sn 't. M y m a in  fee ling  is  that 

the L o rd  i s  g iv ing  h im  an enforced re s t .

Gentle D r .  Gould, quite invo lved  w ith  us by now, sa id  w ith

a b rig h t face ju s t  as I  le ft ,  " h is  te m p e ra tu re  i s  down to n o rm a l.
II

T h a t 's  good new s. H e  i s  ju s t  coming along fin e .
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