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And so ,  the old  warrior at last, i s  dead.  W in ston 

C hurchill d ied  about 3 :00 o 'c lo ck  th is  morning. I  was chagrined that ^

I  learn ed that th ey  had waked up Lyndon to  t e l l  him. Dr. Gould 

to ld  me la te r  that his temperature rose imme d ia te ly  th e r e a fte r  and th at 

he thought i t  was d ir e c t ly  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  the word o f  C h u rch ill's  

death . But a l l  t h i s  I  learned la te r  in the day because I s le p t  l ik e  

a lo g  u n t i l  10:00 O 'clock -  the most re fre sh in g  th ing  in  the world 

to  do. Then I  went downstairs w ith  my robe on and had my breakfast 

in  Lyndon's room. He had had h is  long b e fo re . He was v ery  q u iet 

and he l e t  the d octors work on him in stead  o f t e l l in g  them what to  

d o. In  fa c t  he was so orderly  a p a tien t th a t I know he must have 

been f e e l i n g  b ad ^ G eorge  had s e t  up Press headquarters out here a tI
Bethesda H osp ita l 1̂ 6 h o ld ^ live  t e le v is io n  press co n feren ces^

Today th ere was one about 11:00 o 'c lo ck  and about 3^00 

o 'c lo c k . I t  was a day of reassurance. Around noon Lyndon's tempera-

tu re  was normal. In the a ftern oon , a s  p red icted , i t  rose  to  about 

1 0 0 .6 . Dr, Gould i s  s t i l l  s t ic k in g  to  f iv e  days in the
/

h o s p ita l .  Dr, Burkley i s  speaking for ' the three o f them  a n d  

doing a v e r y •  competent,  con cise  brief  job of i t .  The doctors c a lle d  

me a s id e  and very q u ie t ly  and firm ly  to ld  me th at they  were s tro n g ly  

oppossed to  Lyndon's going to  C h u rch ill's  fu neral next Saturday,

That he would probably f e e l  w e ll  uae enough to  go but would still be weak 

and would be a prey to  any germs th at came a lon g . I f  he contracted  

any other in fe c t io n  i t  would be harder to  d ea l w ith . They skimmed 

around the word pneumonia, A very  r e a l ob jection  to  him going to  

C h u rch ill's  funeral was the sheer em otional im pact, I  b e lie v e  in  

th e  end i t  would be w ise enough not to  g o . Jack was in  an out a l l  

day. He signed some le t t e r s  -  he signed the Budget Message,
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He even te a s ed Jack about being out of t own--Jack had gone up to  

New York fo r  ju st one n ig h t. On the one n igh t we needed him. That 

makes us even, I  had been w a itin g  for  months and what a night I 

chose. The day was f u l l  o f wonderful TV programs about C h u rch ill's  

l i f e ,  '^e must be screened from c a l l s  and telegram s because only  

one c a l l  got through to  me from Mary Rather. Tomorrow I s h a ll  have  to ask 

to  s ta r t  hearing about who d id  c a llo r  send  f lo wers . Tomorrow I sh a ll  

go back t o  work, I am con fortin g  m yself th at t h i s  enforced r e s t  could  

be a boon to  Lyndon. That he could even lo s e  a few pounds. I f  only  

he d o esn ’t  l e t  th e specu la tion  o f the colum nists and h is  own sense  

o f r is in g  to  duty cause him to  go to  C h u rch ill's  fu n era l. We cou ld n 't  

ask th e  Lord for  more than h is  progress tod ay .

-  2  -

•X


