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J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1965  
Mon day

A q u i e t  d a y ,  i n  B e t h e s d a  h o s p i t a l ,  w i t h  Lyndon 

o b v i o u s l y  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  an d  t h e  d o c t o r  i s  v e r y  w e l l  

s a t i s f i e d ,  b u t  i t   has b e e n  a  f o r m i d a b l e  v i r u s  a n d  t h e  

l a s t  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s ,  one b y  o n e ,  P a u l  G ly nn h a s  gone  

t o  b e d  w i t h  i t ,  t h e n  a  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  m an ,  t h e n  D r ,  

G o u l d ’ s s w e e t  l i t t l e  n u r s e ,  and  f i n a l l y  Dr .  B u r k l e y  

h i m s e l f ,  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I  h a v e  e v e r  known h im  t o  b e  i l l .  

P r e s s  a n d  TV a r e  f u l l  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  

Lyndon  w i l l  go t o  C h u r c h i l l ' s  f u n e r a l .  They  h a v e  made 

up  t h e i r  own m in d s  t h a t  h e  w i l l .  He h a s  n o t  made 

u p .  He w a n t s  t o  a n d  he t o l d  them t h a t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  

t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  d o c t o r s  t e l l  h im  t h a t  h e  c a n ,  i f  h e  

( 3  c a n .  L u c i  came i n  b u b b l i n g  f rom  s c h o o l  w i t h  h e r

g r a d e s .  A C p l u s  i n  C h e m i s t r y .  T h a t  one  s h e ’ s p r o u d e s t  

o f .  C p l u s  i n  h i s t o r y ,  a  B m in u s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  sh e  d o e s n ’t
*

h a v e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a r t  y e t ,

S e c r e t a r y  Rusk  came in  a n d  s p e n t  q u i t e  a  l o n g  

t i m e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  Lyndon  a b o u t  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .  W i th  

t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  C h i e f s  o f  s t a t e ,  w i t h  

Lyndon h i m s e l f ,  he i s  a  g r e a t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  B u t  

so m e t im e  b e l o w  h i s  l e v e l ,  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  n o t  a s  t i g h t  

a  s h i p  as  one c o u l d  w i s h .  B i l l  B a x t e r  came b y .  We 

t a l k e d  a b o u t  L u c i ' s  t a k i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

Chur c h .  I t  was a  24 h o u r  s t o r y  -  f r o n t  p a g e  i n  n e a r l y  

a l l  p a p e r s ,  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  Bu t  i t  h a d  b e e n  b o o t e d  

o f f  t h e  p a g e  and  b o o t e d  i n t o  o b l i v i o n  i n  f a c t ,  b y  h e r



"C f a t h e r ' s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  3 : 0 0  S a t u r d a y  m o rn -

i n g .  Monday m o r n i n g t h e r e  h a d  a r r i v e d  on y e l l o w  

t a b l e t  p a p e r  a  h a n d - w r i t t e n  n o t e  f r o m  Ab e .  He c a n n o t  

t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  I t  w o u ld  be a  s e r i o u s  i n j u s t i c e  

t o  C a r o l  and t o  h e r  p r a c t i c e .  I t  was  a  s a d  l e t t e r  and 

one t h a t  came f ro m  h i s  h e a r t  an d  c o s t  h im  h e a v i l y .  We 

c a l l e d  him and h e  came o u t  a n d  h a d  d i n n e r  w i t h  u s .

We h a v e  d e v o u r e d  h i s  t im e  a n d  d e p e n d e d  on him f o r  so 

many t h i n g s ,  We c a n n o t  b e  h u r t  a t  t h i s .  He stayed 

f o r  d i n n e r  and  we d i s c u s s e d  t h e  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ^  

a r r i v i n g  a t  n o  c o n c l u s i o n .  The d o c t o r s  a r e  v e r y  h a p p y  

a b o u t  L y n d o n ' s  p r o g r e s s .  The b a c t e r i a  p a r t  o f  i t  i s  

e n t i r e l y  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  v i r u s  and 

t h a t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  b e  g i v e n  a  name t o o ,  when i t  i s  

f i n a l l y  i n c u b a t e d .  And t h e y  s p o k e  o f  a  s m a l l  s p o t  on
<*

t h e  l u n g ,  s h o w in g  u p  i n  t h e  X - r a y ,  One t h i n g  I  c a n  

c e r t a i n l y  s a y  f o r  t h e s e  l a s t  f e w  t h r e e  d a y s  h a s  s u r e  

b e e n  p l e n t y  o f  r e s t  f o r  me.  A b o u t  t e n  h o u r s  e v e r y  

n i g h t .
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