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^  J a n u a r y  27 , 1965
Wednesday

I t  was n o t  a good n i g h t .  An o l d  enemy r e -  

t ur n e d ,  Lyndon sw e a te d  down two o r  t h r e e  p a i rs o f  

p a j a m a s .  A sympton o f  i l l n e s s e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  t im e  I  

h a v e  known h im  so I  s h o u l d  have  s u s p e c t e d  i t .  I t  

was a  d ay  o f  o f f i c e  work w i t h  m e . . . W i t h  L i z  i n  t h e  

m o rn in g  who has g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  a  s p l e n d e d  n o te b o o k  

on t h e  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  S o r t  o f  a  M other  

H ubbard ,  w i t h  memos a n d  new spaper  a r t i c l e s  c o v e r i n g  

th e  f i e l d .  And t h e n  l u n c h  w i t h  Lyndon and Lynda and 

Abe a n d  C l a r k .  I  r e m in d e d  C l a r k  t o  p l e a s e  g e t  f o r  me 

th e  p a p e r s  t h a t  s e t  up t h e  l i b r a r i e s  o f  two o r  t h r e e  

o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t s  -  T ru m a n 's  f o r  s u r e  and K e n n e d y ' s  

and R o o s e v e l t s  i f  p o s s i b l e .

Today was i n t e r l a c e d  w i t h  w o rk in g  on income 

t a x .  And I  p r o m is e d  t o  m y s e l f  t h a t  somewhere in  my 

o f f i c e  I  am g o in g  t o  hav e  an a c c o u n t a n t !   Wi t h  A sh to n  

s i c k ,  my b o o k k e e p in g  i s  a s h a m b le s .  In  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  

I  h a d  a m e e t in g  w i t h  B e s s .  We t a l k e d  a b o u t  a  r a i s e  f o r  

h e r  w h ic h  she n e e d s  and d e s e r v e s  more t n a n  anybody  in
.8l MU"

my e n t i r e  s t a f f .  She h a s  worked f o r  m o r e ' t h a n  a  y e a r  w i t h  

o n l y  a  m in o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t  and  a  r a i s e  t h a t  i n  no 

way b r o u g h t  h e r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  same s a l a r y  p a i d  Mrs.  

K e n n e d y ' s  two s o c i a l  s e c r e t a r i e s .  Today was a  day o f  

two m a jo r  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  Lyndon.  One, n o t  to  go t o  

London wh i c h  he announced  a t  a  f i v e - t h i r t y  pres s
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c o n f e r e n c e  i n  h i s  bedroom t o  a  s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  news-

p a p e r  men. S im ply  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s  h a d  w arned  

him a g a i n s t  g o in g " o n  t h e  t h e o r y  th a t  I  am s u s c e p t i b l e
‘I

t o  r e - i n f e c t i o n .  So he was naming Dean R usk ,  t h e  C h ie f  

J u s t i c e ,  and Ambassador  B ru c e ,  + T h e  o t h e r  g r e a t  d e c i s i o n  

was t o  name t h e  A c t in g  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  N ick  K a tz e n b a c h  

a s  h i s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  A t  t h e  same t im e  h e  named 

Ramsey  C l a r k D e p u t y  A t t o r n e y  Ge n e r a l ,  w h ic h  to  me 

i s  t h e  n e x t  b e s t  t h i n g .  There i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  

K a tz e n b a c h  i s  a b l e  f o r  he  h as  h a n d l e d  C i v i l  r i g h t s  

w e l l .  He w i l l  r i d e  o u t  t h e  s to rm s  now b r e w in g ,

d raw in g  l e s s  l i g h t n i n g  t h a n  any  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  

we h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d .  He i s  a  Bobby Kennedy man f r o m  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  and t h a t  w i l l  b e  a  h a r d  b low t o  some o f  ttie 

c l o s e s t  Jo h n so n  p e o p l e .  Lyndon c a l l e d  him and  a sk e d  

h im  t o  b r i n g  h i s  w i f e  and come o v e r  f o r  a d r i n k .  And 

he a r r i v e d  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  s e v e n .  Today was f u l l  o f  f a m i l y  

n e w s ,  t o o .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  L u c i  on h e r  own had  g i v e n  

an in inte r v i e w  t o  a  C h i l e a n  n e w spaper  woman who s o l d  i t  

to  Ebony, a l o n g  a r t i c l e ,  c o m p le t e  w i t h  many p i c t u r e s ,  

came o u t  i n  Ebony and  a  summary of i t  on t h e  w i r e

s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  W ashing ton  p a p e r s ,  which  she  had  su c h  

j u i c y  b i t s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  h e r  f a t h e r  h a s  become q u i t e  

e c o n o m ic a l  s i n c e  he  became th e  P r e s i d e n t .  He i s  

t e r r i b l e  a b o u t  s p e n d i n g .  I f  a  member o f  th e  f a m i l y  

r e a l l y  n e e d s  800 b u l b s  b u r n i n g  in  a  room i n  o r d e r  t o
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s t u d y  better o r  t o  r e a d  o r  do s o m e th i n g  u s e f u l ,  he 

w o u l d n ' t  c a r e ,  she  s a i d ,  b u t  n e e d l e s s  e x p e n se  annoys  

h im .  T h e r e f o r e  anyone i n  t h e  f a m i l y  who l e a v e s  a 

l i g h t  b u r n i n g  i s  f i n e d  one d o l l a r .  S^e a l s o  gave  h e r  

own i d e a s  a b o u t  y o u t h ,  r a c e ,  h e r  f a m i l y ,  l o v e  a n d  

p o l i t i c s .  About  r a c e  -  t h e  p ro b lem  w i l l  be s o l v e d  o n ly  

when n e g r o e s  a r e  n e i t h e r  l o v e d ,  h a t e d  n o r  a c c e p t e d ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  b y  a n a t u r a l  a n d   intimate l i v i n s  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h o u t  any I n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  emotional j^made to  f o r g e t  

c o lo r .  a n d  t h e n  she added  r a t h e r  d e l i g h t f u l l y  t h a t  she 

d i d  n o t  want  t o  sound l i k e  a w e l l  f e d  p r e a c h e r  s i t t i n g  

' i n  t h e  White  H ouse .  She t o l d  a b o u t  how she  w a n te d  to

become a  n u r s e ,  t h a t  sh e  a l m o s t  b u r n e d  down t h e  White 

House t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  s h e  s l e p t  t h e r e  by  l i g h t i n g  a  

f i r e  i n  th e  f i r e p l a c e  when she  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know how 

and t h e n  sh e  g a v e  a  r e a l l y  t o o  i n t i m a t e  b u t  v e r y  

a c c u r a t e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  p h y i i i o a n a l y s i s  o f  h e r  r e l a t i o n  

to  p o l i t i c s .  She s a i d  she fori^l^Zly t h o u g h t  o f  i t  a s  

t h e  m o s t  d e s p i c a b l e ,  l o w e s t  and m o s t  c o m p ro m is in g  

a c t i v i t y  In the  w o r l d t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  

Kennedy changed  her   f e e l i n g s .  I t  u s e d  to  be t h a t  

p o l i t i c s  h a d  i s o l a t e d  h e r  f rom  h e r  f a m i l y .  Her f a t h e r  

d i d n ' t  come f o r  s u p p e r  a t  s i x  O ' c l o c k  l i k e  m o s t  

f a t h e r s ,  h e r  m o t h e r  d i d n ' t  hav e  enough t ime t o  spend  

w i t h  h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l  -  b u t  t h e n ,  a f t e r  th e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n
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she h a d  coma t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h e r  f a t h e r  b e t t e r
II

commitment ,  h i s  g i v i n g  f o r  the  l i f e  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  

a n d  sh e  d e d id e d  sh e  w an ted  to j o i n  i n  t h e  commitment 

t o o .  So t h a t  was when h e r  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  c a m p a ig n -

i n g  t r i p s  a n d  s p e e c h e s  began .  And a s  she  e x p r e s s e d  

i t ,  she  became i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  the  l i f e  o f  t h i s  r e -

u n i t e d  community In the White House.  Sometimes L u c i
W

r e m in d s  me o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  Robin -  And t h e  l o o k  i n  h i s

e y e s  seem t o  s a y  t o  th e  s k i e s ,  now how to  amuse them
 ̂I I

to d a y s  E v e ry  d a y ,  s o m e th in g  new w i th  L u c i ,  She i s

a l a r k ,  a  sp r i t e^ an j j l  imp. And you m ig h t  a s  w e l l  t r y  

to  b o t t l e  s u n s h i n e  a s  to s u p r e s s  h e r .  T o n ig h t  she  

( b a k e d  a cak e  a b o u t  e i g h t  i n c h e s  h i g h ,  f o u r  l a y e r s  w i t h

lemon f i l l i n g  in  be tw een  and s o f t  f l u f f y  seven  m in u te  

i c i n g .  This  was f o r  p o p ' s  b i r t h d a y .  She came o u t
*

p r o u d l y  d i s p l a y i n g  i t  t o  th e  K a t z e n b a c h ^ ,  and to  h e r  

da d d y ,  who i n  h i s  pa jam as  had come to s i t  w i t h  u s  i n  

t h e  West H a l l  v /h i le  he t a l k e d  to  ^ a t z e n b a c h  a b o u t  h i s  

d e c i s i o n  t o  a sk  him to  become A t t o r n e y  G o n e r a l . ^ M y  

p o o r  d e a r  Lynda came in  to  g e t  me. I  c o u ld  se e  t h a t  

sh e  h a d  been  c r y i n g ,  V/hen she saw t h a t  we had  company 

sh e  l e f t  h u r r i e d l y .  I  went t o  t a l k  to  h e r .
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«' L _ j  She i s  n o t  s u r e  ^ e  i s  r e a d y  t o  marry  anyone
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d ^ i d e s  on the o n e .

We h ad  a lo n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  e v e n in g  w i t h  t h e  

K -a tz en b a c h '3 .  I  g u e s s  t h e  ‘̂ I s t  o f  i t  i s  t h a t  I  must  

s a y  I  r e s p e c t  h im ,  I  do n o t  f e e l  c l o s e  t o  e i t h e r  one  

o f  them .  We a r e  * ^ | ^ ^ ^ p a r t .  He and  Lyndon d i s c u s s e d  

t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  n e e d  to  make W ashington a law a b i d i n g  

c i t y  and  how t o  go  a b o u t  i t *




