January 29, 1965
"Friday
Friday January 29th was a day full of appoint-
ments about the White House. At 11:00 Mr. John Walker
of the Yational Gallery of Art came over and shdgd
me photographs of two portraits of President Roosevelt

r

because I have long wanted one of “resident

Roosevelt to hang in Lyndon's office. And he -larom
Mr. Walkeﬁjhad been trying to help me find one.

One belongs to James Roosevélt)haqgs_in his home and
was done by a German Jew during the early years of
Hitler's ascendenby into Gerﬁany. Both picture and
artigt got smuggled out through some wxciting under-
ground operations ahd finally .wound up in the
poss%ss;on of Jimﬁy Roosevelt. He very generously
offefed i1t to the White House. But I do not think we
can accept something which must mean so much to the

son of President Roosevelt. The otherﬁfgge photogrqph
of the portrait that Madame’Shuméﬁﬂzig? was doing of

President Roosevelt when he died. It is very handsome.
but age and death have their hand on him. In fact

his fage™ is practically tranéparent and has a very
spiritual look. I would like to have me of him when
he was young and strong with his chin tilted up and

h

that big grin and that come on)world look. Mr, Walker

%ﬁv\o‘:‘x‘ b
suggested«yadamuShumonsky who is still living and a

very competent artist, he thinks, might-do a copy of
the Warm Springs portrait or from a series of photo-
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graphs a portrait of President Roosevelt during the
period I would like to have him. I will talk it over
with Lyndon.

A little later, Dr. David Scott, of the Fine

Agts Collection of the Smithsonian came over to talk
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to me about the album of photographs/ they had collected —~

pictures in-possession of the fine arts collection,

they might lend to the White House. I am still looking

for one to go opposite the Mary Cass%%t in the Family
SimpaTide

living quarters. Something s ?  with the colors in

the room, the mood of the paintings already here, the
Johnson®s themsslves. And also to talk to me about

the Art-mobile Pro ject which the fine arts collection
= - ity

' is launching, hopefully this year. dJsikhisk The state

of Virginia, and also remarkabley enough, thewsiabemef-
Arkénsas,(i think one of the Rockefeller's is primarily
responsible for thaéL and Michigan, already have
art-mobile projéctséh.And then I had a ‘session with Mr,
West about the dec&rators who have worked here in the

last two or three “#dministrations, I think I must con-

g

» even if he
were attainable, is out for me. We discussed the work
that Mrs. Pd%dsh had done -~ the needs to briné before
the Committee for the Preservation of the White House.

we, . ‘
Yo ought to get a copy made of the rug.in the Red Room.
The one for the Green Room has been completed in Puerto
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Rico at about $6,000 cost and nine months work. I3

was high time we ordered a replacement for the Red

Room. We will be sure to put theAexquisite one back

for State dinners and very important occasions. And

then the drapes for the State Dining Room were made in
1947. They are getting very gragileand they are going
to have to be replaced within the next four years so we Lol
better set about it. Andﬁggzgigossibility,ﬁégée new

and handsomer chairs,«-the one remaining dream of Mrs,
Kennedy, for the State Dining Room. And my own two very
urgent needs.,n%ut these areﬁnot the problems;}g% the
Committee for the Preservatioézsf doing over theAfamily
l&ﬁﬁng quartérs in the West Hall and the Solarium for
Lynda and bLuci. Unhappily we are nci going to have the
drapes for the East Room ready to show the Committee.
’fhe ancient gentieﬁéﬁ who is working on the hand-made
fringes is tmrning them out inch by inch and the finished
state keeps on being moved if®the future. Now, if we get
them.by Easter that will be good. 'There are many things
to tell them, though. The library has been completed
since our last meeting in May of 1964. " I called the

Bill Whites to see if they would come over and have pot
luck dinner with us. But it's June's birthday and they
are having a small party inciuding the Jim Rowe's; Tom
Corcoran,® believe, and the Bundy®s. June said they had

thought of asking us but had grown to consider it only

a burden to'us. Goodness what a lot of fun times my
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husband's occupation cuts out for us{ Wel¥,there is
a finish line on it. I heard that Dr. Owings, the
author of the Pennsylvania Avenue plan was in town
for a dinner and I asked him to come over and explain
(P S O P8 )
it asto me. It would take me two weeks to learn about
it and we spent about thirty minutes. The general
idea I like. DBomething great and built for the ages
és this town itself is. But I questioned a large
paved square. I wonder if it won't be unbearably hot
iﬁ July and Augustg_,iﬁd not a iathering place for
people but something to flee from? And then I hurried
on down to the library where there was a farewell Sow
party for Hortense Burton, the handiwork of Liz and
Bess with my happy approval,'the girls from her office,
from Sandy Fox's oﬁficeiyggﬁ f;iends from other offices
about 25 in all, and a few men of course. Sherry,
Dubonnet; sandwiches, a fire, gifts, an autographed
picture from the Jbﬁhsonfs and & most delightful take-
off on the weekly report which Hortense Burton prepares

for me, analyzing the mail. It had a seal on it and

was signed by everybody. And a silver cigarette box

1

from all the girls whow worked with.éggﬁ. Bess and Liz
are really molders together. They are a great team. And
we will miss Hortense and a lot of m good phrases

which I hope we have copied. Bess and Liz Joined us up-
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stairs later, when the6§:¥%¥;ﬁ;?'came over for IR :
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drinks and to tell us goodbye.  Lyndon still feels

the washed out depressed way one does after a heavy = “‘~: ’ .
dosage of anti-biotics. They exact theif'own price
- these miragle drugs. But he had dragged himself up
and gone to work. He came home and we hade a very

,Sa. <3 s\VQqQ sa, ‘
pleasant hour with the /)mecalling our visit

’

to their island 'in the Balkans, their trip to the

ranch and their years here in Washington. Just as
I get to know somebody and be fond of them in the
Diplomatic Corps they ﬁg#%%gonel That/gﬁg of the big
S joys in Lyndon's years in the Vice Presidency. I
became really close to about four or five couples in
the Corps - which had been a vast uncharted field to
me Bgforenand now most of them have que. The
Blsaheﬁgg& of Luxembourg, the Ton}bf::git;;s of Mexico;
and the<*g?e my all time favorties. And now the
§§S§;;$a1 And of course the Ahpmeds to Pakisten,
Lyndon called Jack and Mary Marga;et and they came over

and had a quiet dinner with us. And thén we went to

bed. This week's mood is not good. But how to fight
?

it I think, by work, activity, as soon as Lyndon
is once more physically able. It's sort of azgiszLéf
upesl X
éﬁk despond 7J&uﬂ a ? writer whom I used to love,
L g ¢
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Don Beshr, called fhe Valley of the Black Pig. The
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obstaclies in€deed are no shadows, they are areal
substance. Vietnam, the biggest. Walter. The

need of getting ré&dlly superior people for the pend-

ing appointments and the difficulty of finding them

“and bringing them into the government. The carping*

of the press. The latter I must honestly assess as

very small indeed. And some day we may really know a

storm.




