
January 2 9 , 1965  
F rid ay

F rid ay  January  2 9 th  was a day f u l l  o f a p p o in t-

m ents about the White H ouse. At 1 1 :0 0  Mr. John Walker
It iVo f  th e  Na t io n a l  G a lle r y  o f  Art came o ver  and sh owed

me ph otograp h s o f  two p o r t r a i t s  o f  P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt  

b eca u se  I have lo n g  wanted one o f Pre s id e n t  

R o o s e v e lt  to  hang in L yndon's o f f i c e .  And h e ,   

Mr, Walker , had been tr y in g  to  h e lp  me fine! o n e .

One b e lo n g s  to  James R o o sev e lt , hangs in  h i s  home and 

was done by a German Jew d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  y e a r s  o f  

H i t l e r ' s  a scen d en cy  in to  Germany. B oth p ic t u r e  and 

a r t i s t  g o t  sm uggled o u t  th rou gh  some e x c i t i n g  under-

ground o p e r a t io n s  and f i n a l l y  .wound up in th e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f Jimmy R o o s e v e lt ,  He v e ry  g e n e r o u s ly  

o f fe r e d , i t  to  th e  W hite H ouse. But I  do n o t  th in k  we 

can a c c e p t  som eth ing  w h ich must mean so much to  the

son o f  P r e s id e n t R o o s e v e lt ,  The o t h e r p h o t o g r a p h  

o f  th e  p o r t r a i t  th a t M a d a m e  S h o u m a to ff  w a s d o ing o f  

P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt  when he d ie d .  I t  i s  very  handsome 

but age and d eath  h a v e  t h e ir  hand on him . In f a c t  

h is  f a c e    i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  tr a n sp a r e n t  and has a very  

. sp i r i t u a l  lo o k , I  would l ik e  to  have one o f  him when

he was young and s tr o n g  w ith  h i s  ch in  t i l t e d  up and
w *'

th a t  b ig  g r in  and th a t  come on w orld lo o k . Mr. Walker

s u g g e s te d  Madame Shouma to f f  w h o  i s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  and a

v ery  com petent a r t i s t ,  he th in k s , m ight do a copy o f  
the Warm S p rin g s p o r t r a i t  or from  a s e r i e s  o f  p h o to -
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t
graphs a p o r t r a i t  o f P r e s id e n t  R o o s e v e lt  d u rin g  the  

p e r io d  I would l ik e  to  h a v e  him . I  w i l l  t a lk  i t  over

w ith  Lyndon.

A l i t t l e  l a t e r .  Dr. David S c o t t ,  o f th e  P ine  

Ar t s  C o l le c t io n  o f th e  Sm ith son ian  came o v er  to  t a lk  

to  me about th e  album o f  photograp hs/ th e y  had c o l l e c t e d  • 

p ic t u r e s  i n  the p o s s e s s io n  o f  the f i n e  a r t s  c o l l e c t i o n ,  

th e y  m ight len d  to  th e  W hite H ouse. I am s t i l l  lo o k in g  

f o r  one t o  go o p p o s ite  th e  Mary C assa t t  in  the F am ily  

l i v i n g  q u a r te r s . Som ething sim patico wi t h  the c o lo r s  in

the room, t h e  mood o f  th e  p a in t in g s  a lr e a d y  h e r e , the  

Johnsons   th e m s e lv e s . And a l s o  to  ta lk  to  me about 

th e  A r t-m o b ile  P r o je c t  w hich th e  f in e  a r ts  c o l l e c t i o n  

i s  la u n c h in g , h o p e fu l ly  t h i s  y e a r . SsfehiBk The s t a t e  

o f  V ir g in ia ,  and a 'lso  rem arkabley  enough, t hOu-otat<»«p-o -̂ 

A rk an sas,  ( I  th in k  one o f  the R o c k e f e l l e r 's  i s  p r im a r ily  

r e sp o n s ib le  f o r  th a t)  and M ich igan , a lr e a d y  have  

a r t-m o b ile  pro j e c t s .   And th en  I had  a s e s s io n  w ith  Mr. 

West about th e  d e c o r a to r s  who have worked h ere  in  th e  

l a s t  two or th r e e  A d m in is tr a t io n s . I th in k  I must c o n -  

f i n e  m y se lf  to  A m ericans, so  Mr. B o u d i n ,   even  i f  he

were a t t a in a b le ,  i s  ou t fo r  me. We d is c u s s e d  the work 

th a t  Mrs. Parr ish had done -  th e  n eed s to b r in g  b e fo r e  

the Committee fo r  th e  P r e se r v a t io n  o f  th e  W hite H ouse,

We  ought to  g e t  a copy  made o f  the rug in  the Red Room. 
The one f o r  th e  Green Room h a s  been com p leted  in  Puerto
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R ico  a t  about $ 6 ,0 0 0  c o s t  and n in e  months work. '^It-5 

h ig h  tim e we ord ered  a rep lacem en t fo r  th e  Red 

Room. We w i l l  b e  sure to  put th e  e x q u is i t e  one back  

fo r  S ta te  d in n e r s  and v e r y  im p ortan t o c c a s io n s .  And 

then th e  d rap es fo r  th e  S ta te  D in in g  Room were made in  

1 9 4 7 . They are  g e t t in g  v e r y  f r a g ile  and th e y  are g o in g  

to  have to  be r e p la c e d  w ith in  the n e x t  fo u r  y e a r s  so we
v .i..tie, c-/

b e t t e r  s e t  about i t .  And p o s s i b i l i t y ,  o f  n e w

and handsomer c h a ir s - - t h e  one rem ain ing  dream o f  Mrs, 

K ennedy, f o r  th e  S ta te  D in in g  Room. And my own two very  

u rg en t n eed s w ' ^ t  th e se  are n o t th e  p rob lem s o f  tiie  

Committee f o r  the P r e se r v a tio n --o f  d o in g  o ver  th e  fa m ily  

( / - l i v i ng q u a r te r s  in  th e  West H a ll  and the Solarium  fo r

Lynda and L u c i , U nhappily  we are  n o t  go in g  to  have the  

d rap es f o r  th e  E a st Room rea d y  to  show the Committee.

T h e  a n c ie n t  gentlem an who i s  w orking on the hand-made 

f r in g e s  i s  tu r n in g  them o u t  in c h  by in ch  and th e  f in i s h e d  

s t a t e  k eeps on b e in g  moved i nto the f u t u r e .  Now, i f  we g e t  

them by E a ste r  t h a t  w i l l  be good . There are^ many th in g s  

to  t e l l  them , th ou gh . The l ib r a r y  has been  com p leted  

s in c e  o u r  l a s t  m eetin g  in  May o f  1 9 6 4 ,^  I  c a l l e d  the  

B i l l  -Whites t o  se e  i f  th ey  w ould come over and have p o t  

lu ck  d in n er  w ith  u s .  But i t ’ s June's  b ir th d a y  and th e y  

are h a v in g  a sm a ll p a r ty  in c lu d in g  th e  Jim R ow e's, Tom 

C o rco ra n , I b e l i e v e ,  and th e  Bundys .  June sa id  th e y  had  

thought o f  a sk in g  us bu t had grown to  c o n s id e r  i t  o n ly  

a burden to  u s . G oodness what a l o t  o f  fun t im es  my



hu sb and’ s o ccu p a tio n  c u ts  ou t f o r  u s l  We 11,  t h e r e  i s  

a f i n i s h  l i n e  on i t .  I h eard  th a t  Dr, Owings, th e  

auth or o f  th e  P en n sy lv a n ia  Avenue p la n  was in  town 

fo r  a d in n er  and I asked  him to  come over and e x p la in  

i t /  to  me. I t  would ta k e  me two weeks to  le a r n  about 

i t  and we sp en t about t h i r t y  m in u te s . The g e n e r a l  

id e a  I l i k e . Som ething g r e a t  and b u i l t  f o r  the ages 

as t h i s  town i t s e l f  i s .  But I  q u e s t io n e d  a la r g e  

paved sq u a re . I wonder i f  i t  vron't be u n b earab ly  h o t
O-

in  Ju ly  and A u gust.__^ d  n o t  a g a th e r in g  p la c e  fo r

p e o p le  b u t som eth ing  to  f l e e  from . And th en  I  h u r r ie d  

on down to  the l ib r a r y  where th ere  was a fa r e w e ll  fnnr 

p a r ty  f o r  H orten se  B u rton , th e  handiwork o f  L iz  and 

B ess  w ith  my happy a p p r o v a l, the g i r l s  from  h er o f f i c e ,  

from  Sandy Fox ' s  o f f i ce, some of her f r i e n d s  from o th e r  o f f i c e s  

about 25 in  a l l ,  and a few men o f course*  S h erry ,
/

D ubonnet;  sa n d w ich es, a f i r e ,  g i f t s ,  an au tograph ed  

p ic t u r e  from  the Johnsons   and a m ost d e l ig h t f u l  ta k e -  

o f f  on th e  w eek ly  rep o r t w hich H orten se  Burton p rep a res  

fo r  me, a n a ly z in g  th e  m a il. I t  had a s e a l  on i t  and 

was s ig n e d  by ev ery b o d y . And a s i l v e r  c ig a r e t t e  box

/■afrom a l l  th e  g i r l s  whow jr^orked w ith  B ess and L iz

a re  r e a l l y  m olders t o g e t h e r .  They are a g r e a t  team . And 

we w i l l  m iss H orten se  and a l o t  o f  her good p h ra ses  

w hich I  hope we have c o p ie d . B ess and L iz jo in e d  us up-
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s t a i r s  la  te r  y v/hen th e  S e p p a l la s  came over  f o r  ■ '*■

d r in k s and to  t e l l  us goodbye. Lyndon s t i l l  f e e l s

the washed ou t d e p r e sse d  way one does a f t e r  a heavy

dosage o f  a n t i - b i o t i c s .  They e x a c t  t h e i r  owm p r ic e

-  th e se  m irac l e  d r u g s . But he had dragged  h im s e lf  up

and gone to  work. He came home and we had   a v ery

p le a s a n t  hour w it h  t h e  S e p p a l l a s  ( Recal l i ng our v i s i t
)

to  t h e ir  i s la n d  in  the B a lk a n s, t h e ir  t r i p  t o  the  

ranch and t h e i r  y e a r s  h e r e  in  W ashington. J u st as 

I g e t  t o  know somebody and be fon d  o f  them in  th e  

D ip lo m a tic  Corps th ey   are g o n e . That was one o f  the b ig  

jo y s  in  Lyndon*s y e a r s  in  the V ice P r e s id e n c y , I  

became r e a l l y  c lo s e  to  about fo u r  or f i v e  c o u p le s  in  

th e  Corps which had been a v a s t  u n ch arted  f i e l d  to  

me B efo re  and now m ost o f  them have  gon e . The 

-H e i s b e r g s  o f  Luxem bourg, th e  Tony Carrillo F lo r e s  o f  M exico;

and th e y  are my a l l  tim e f a v o r i t e s . And now the  

Seppallas.   And o f  c o u r se  th e  A hm eds to  P a k is ta n .

Lyndon c a l l e d  Jack and Mary M argaret and th e y  came over  

and had a q u ie t  d in n er  w ith  u s .  And then  we w ent to  

b ed . T h is w eek 's  mood i s  n o t go o d . But how to  f i gh t  

i t .  I  th in k , by work, a c t i v i t y ,  as soon as Lyndon 

i s  once more p h y s i c ^ l y  a b le .  I t * s  s o r t  o f  a slough o f

despond a w r ite r  whom I u sed  to  l o v e ,

Don Bynm t , c a l l e d  "The V a lle y  o f  th e  B lack  Pig". The



a
o b s t a c le s  i n d e e d  are no shadows, th e y  are area l  

su b sta n ce , Vietnam, the b ig g e s t ,  W alter, The 

need o f  g e t t in g  r e a l l y su p er ior  people fo r  the pend-

in g  appointm ents and the d i f f i c u l t y  o f  f in d in g  them 

and b r in g in g  them in to  the government. The carp in g f  

o f  the  p r e s s .  The l a t t e r  I must h o n e s t ly  a s s e s s  as  

very sm all in d eed . And some day we may r e a l l y  know a 

s t o rm.

/

V ..


