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Ja n u a r y  3 0 ,  1965 
S a t u r d a y

Ja n u a ry  3 0 ,  S a t u r d a y ,  was f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  

r o l l  o f  drums and  t h e  p a g e a n t r y  o f  C h u r c h i l l ' s  f u n e r a l
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on TV. I t  beg an  e a r l y  and  c o n t i n u e d  a l l  day, inter- 

s p e r s e d  w i t h  m a g n i f i c e n t  l i n e s  from h i s  w a r - t i m e  

s p e e c h e s .  You h a d  t h e  f e e l i n g  you were s a y i n g  good-

bye  n o t  j u s t  t o  a  man b u t  t o  a  p e r i o d  o f  h i s t o r y .

Word  h a d  come t h a t  Rusk was i l l ,  c o n f i n e d  t o  h i s  b e d  

w i t h  a  b a d  c o l d ,  u n a b le  to  be a t  t h e  f u n e r a l .  D i l l o n  

was i l l  t o o ,  and  t h e  m ost  s h a t t e r i n g  news was t h a t  

McNamara was i n  Walt e r  Reed w i t h  a  v i r u s .  We b o t h  

t h o u g h t  o f  how we had  seen  him t h e  l a s t  few  weeks 

wan and too  t h i n .  Lyndon s t a y e d  i n  b e d  most  o f  the  

d ay .

B e f o r e  t h e s e  qu i e t  days  v a n i s h  I  w an t  to  g e t  

a s  much p r e p a r a t i o n work done a s  I  can i n  l e a r n i n g  

a b o u t  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  and  what more o b v i o u s  t h a n  t o  

d r i v e  a ro u n d  W ash ing ton  w i t h  L ib b y  Rowe a member o f  the  

P l a n n i n g  Com m iss ion . .  ^To r e a l l y  l e a r n  w&fela what  t h e  

p r o p o s a l s  a r e . ,  <To t e a r  down and r e b u i l d  i n  t h e  s o u t h -

e a s t ,  o r  i s  i t  S o u th w e s t ,  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C a p i t a l ,

a  l o n g  n e g l e c t e d  d r a b  a r e a .  But  t o d a y  was b e a u t i f u l  w i t h  

f a l l i n g  snow a n d t h e  l a n d s c a p e  w ou ld  be m ask ed .  But 

i t  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  day  I  h a d ,  L ib b y  and  I  s e t  o u t  a 

l i t t l e b e f o r e  t h r e e ,  d ro v e  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  to w a rd  

A n a c o s t i a ,  w i th  L ib b y  o u t l i n i n g  p l a n s  -  a r e a s  where  

c l u s t e r s  o f  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  were s c a r s  on t h e  l a n d s c a p e
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h ad  been  ta k e n  o u t  and new ones  were  b e i n g  p l a n n e d  -  

o r  a l r e a d y  b u i l t .  But  a l a s ,  snow p r e v e n t e d  us  f rom  

s e e i n g  t h e  v i s t a s -  th e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  C a p i t o l  a nd  

f rom  g e t t i n g  t o o  good a g r a s p  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e .  

Then we went  o u t  1 6 t h  s t r e e t  and  c u t  acro s s  t o  the  

l e f t  on S o r  T, w he re  a  p r o p o s e d  f r e e w a y  t h a t  w ou ld  

go b i s e c t i n g  t h e  c i t y ,  t o  d o u b t f u l  a d v a n t a g e  - -  a  

c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a p p r o a c h  to  h a n d l i n g  t h i s  c i t y ' s  p r e s s -  

in g  t r a f f i c  p r o b l e m .  She d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r a p i d - t r a n s i t  

p r o p o s a l s  w i t h  s u b ways Running  f rom  s u b u rb a n  p a r k i n g  

a re a )  on th e  f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  down t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  

t h e  c i t y .  Wit h  p e o p l e  and c a r s  c o m p e t in g  f o r  t h e  same 

room t h e r e;s s im p ly  a  n o t   e n o u gh sq u a re  f e e t  f o r  b o t h .  

M eanw hile ,  a n y  s o l u t i o n  would r e q u i r e  y e a r s  f rom  p a p e r  

t o  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  So  some d e c i s i o n  h a s  to  be

r e a c h e d  by  t h e  b e l e a g u e r e d  f o r e c a s t e r s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

'When  I  g o t  b ack  to  th e  White  House I  a s k e d  

Lyndon who he  would e n j o y  s e e i n g  f o r  a q u i e t  f a m i l y  

d i n n e r  and  made s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s .  I  was d e l i g h t e d  

when he m e n t io n e d  Tom and  Mary C l a r k .   We d e c i d e d  to  

a s k  Ramse y and G eorg ia ,   R a m s e y   h a v i n g  j u s t  j o i n e d  

t h e  o f f i c i a l  f a m i l y  as  Deputy  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  We 

a s k e d  Jak e  and B e r y l  P i c k l e .  I t  was a p l e a s a n t  e v e n i n g .  

Tom and  Mary a r e  good p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s im p le  t r u e  m ean in g  

o f  t h a t  word .  And b e in g  a r o u n d  them h as  a  b e n e f i c e n t j
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—' i n f l u e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  c e r t a i n l y  g i v e s  me p e r s p e c t i v e
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to  remember t h a t  Ramsey u s e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  i c e  c reasm  

f r e e z e r  i n  my h o u se  when I  c o u l d n ' t  h i r e  h e l p  d u r i n g  

t h e  wa r  t im e  y e a r s .  Tom and Mary have  been  f r i e n d s  

o f  o u r s  f o r  so l o n g .  And now he i s  number 2 man i n  

a t o u g h  s p o t  i n  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t .
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