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January 3 1 ,  1965  
Sunday

I t  was our f i r s t  tim e o u t  to a p u b l i c  e v e n t  

s i n c e  com ing home from the h o s p i t a l .  We went to  th e  

Red Mass a t  S t .  M atthew s, a t r a d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t h a t  

began  some 700  y e a r s  a g o ,  or s o ,  in  England w here

p r a y e r s  a r e ^ o r  a l l  the l e a d e r s  o f  the g o v ern m en t,  and 
A_

th e  p r i e s t s  a l l  wear red  ve s tm en ts .  I t  was v e r y  

c o l o r f u l  and im p r e s s iv e .— f  i r a t  t im e  I have  h e a r d  

the M a s s ,^ ^ a r e ly  in E n g l i s h ,  but n o t  a l l .  Lyndon and  

I ,  L u c i  a n d f  I were e s c o r t e d  to  the f r o n t

row, A g re^ i^ d ^ aT " 'o7tt ie  C a b in et  and Court w ere th e r e *  

How i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  th in k  o f  th e  p r o g r e s s '  the  E c u m e n |lc a l  

movement h a s  made in  t h i s  b r i e f  span o f  t im e .  I  lo o k e d  

o v er  a t  L u c i ,  the  o n ly  one o f  us who r e a l l y  knew what 

was g o in g  o n .  When t o  r i s e  and kneell and why. And s te  

was h o ld in g  a R os§ry^a f a c t  t h a t  I  e x p e c t  was n o t  o v e r -

lo o k e d  by our f r i e n d s  o f  the  p r e s s .

Being in  S t .  M atthews, and I t h in k  i t  was th e  

f i r s t  t im e we had been  th e r e  s in c e  th e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  

o f  P r e s id e n t  Kennedy, I  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  rem em bering b a i l i  

th e  so lem n r i t u a l  and p a g e a n tr y  o f  t h a t  day -  a l l  in  

L a t in  and in c o m p r e h e n s ib " ^  t o  me and th en  su d d e n ly  

th e  p r e s i d i n g  A r c h -B ish o p ,  a c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  

f a m i l y ,  c r i e d  out in  E n g l i s h  a lm o s t  as  though a s  I t  

were wrung from  him In t h a t  one d r a m a tic  l i n e

"Oh Jack , may the a n g e l s  a t t e n d  t h e e ,  may the S a i n t s  

w atch  o v e r  th e e " !  Arch B ishop  O 'B oy le  came down and
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g r e e t e d  us when the  s e r v i c e  was over  and e s c o r t e d  us 

out o f  the  ch u rch .

Back a t  th e  White H ouse, Lyndon sp en t  m ost o f  

th e  day in b ed . We had our lu n ch  in bed on tr a y s  and 

th en  he tu rn ed  o u t  the  l i g h t s .  Such w i l l i n g n e s s  to  

r e s t  means he i s  n o t  q u i t e  s tr o n g  y e t ,  n o t  q u i t e  him-

s e l f .  Sometimes though f o r  a man of h i s  temperment,
4

i t  means you have tim e t o  w o rry^and work i s  h i s  a n t i -

d o te  to  w orry. S u r p r i s in g ly  enough , i t  was I  who 

r e a l l y  to o k  a n ap . And th en  when we woke up we c a l l e d  th e  

Jack B roo k s a n d  the  B i l l  W h i t e s  t o  come over and 

have an e a r l y  d in n e r  w ith  u s .  Jack brought us some 

v e n iso n  s a u s a g e .  The c o n v e r sa t io n  got around to 

George Reed y  and th e  bad t im e  th e  p r e s s  i s  g i v i n g  him 

and h i s  b r i e f i n g s ,  Lyndon s a i d , "Th ey  th in k  a p r e s s  

s e c r e t a r y  i s  t h e r e  f o r  them t o  r a p e ."  I t  i s  tru e  i f  

you read  the  b r i e f i n g s ,  you g e t  the im p r ess io n  th a t  he  

i s  som ething l i k e  a b u l l  in  an arena  and when th e y  

sm e ll  b lood  i t  makes them lu n g e  in  and s t i c k  him more,

I must sa y  though^ th a t  a s e n s e  o f  p e r s p e c t iv e  

r e q u ir e s  me to  see  th a t  t h i s  i s  an e a s y  tim e w ith  the  

p r e s s .  For us th ere  have o n ly  been  p in  p r i c k s .

We d is c u s s e d  Bobby Kennedy's r e l a t i o n s  w ith  

th e  p r e s s .  Someone s a i d  he has the  most i n s t a n t a n e o u s ^ ^  

o b e d ie n t  p o r t io n  o f  the p r e s s  o f  anybody around

( r -



A 0 0d o r y  t h a t  re sp o n d  l l k o  a ch oru s  -  one a f t e r  

a n o t h e r ,  some v a r i a t i o n  on the same t h e m e . j . ^ a f t ,

B a r t l e t t ,  E van s , Mary MaGrory, and she has the m o st  

t a l e n t e d  pen in  to w n ^  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  g o t  around  ^ ^

t o  A lb e r t  Thomas. He h as  been  s i c k .  E veryone knows
I

I t  c a n c e r .  He th o u g h t  o f  n o t  s e e k in g  r e e l e c t l o n

and then  hh d e c id e d  to do i t  and i t  was a w i s e  c h o i c e ,

I b e l i e v e .  B ecasu e  he i s  th e  s o r t  o f  man who had
i s

b e t t e r  d ie  w o r k in g .  He/waff a hard  man on h i s  o p p o n en ts  

and d o e s  h i s  home worH: s u p e r b ly  a s  anybody who c r o s s e s  

sw ords w i t h  him w i l l  f in d  o u t .  Even b e in g  s i c k  h a s  

n o t made him l e s s  f o r m id a b le .  Jack B rooks s a i d  a b o u t  

him w i t h  a m ix tu r e  o f  a f f e c t i o n  and ad m ira tio n ^  He
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w i l l  be  mean enough  on h i s  d y in g  day to  r i s e  up and 

s a y  n o .

I t  was an e a r l y  to  bed n i g h t .  P r o b a b ly  a good  

t h i n g .  I t  may be th e  last|J^3ome t im e ,  ^ ecu a a e  lo o k in g  

a t  th e  c a le n d a r  f o r  n e x t  week th e  tempo p ic k s  up. A 

v i s i t  in to  the c h i l d r e n ’ s room b ro u g h t d i a m e t r i c a l l y  

o p p o s i t e  f e e l i n g s .  L u c i  had been  In t o  s e e  me and I 

f o l l o w e d  h er  back  to  h e r  room s e n s in g  t h a t  c o o l  w i t h -

draw*/ I -don ’ t -w an t-  t o - t a l k  a b o u t ' I t ,  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  

som etim es  means w i t h  h e r  th e r e  i s  soma t h in g  she ought  

to  t a l k  abou t .  05 r e a l l y  w ants to t a lk  a b o u t .  And she  

d i d .  ^ ^ ^ C ife a d  f a i l e d  h i s  C h e m is tr y .  That meant

he would have t o  ta k e  a r e p e a t  n e x t  summer w h i c h / c o s t

him a l o t  and w ould  a l s o  c o a t  him th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f
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^ g e t t i n g  a j o b ,  s a v in g  money f o r  h i s  n e x t  o f

( s c h o o l .  A s e t - b a c k ,  the f r i g h t e n i n g  p o s s i b l ^ ^ h a t

he m ig h t  n o t  be up to  m ed ic a l  s c h o o l .  Lucl was d i s -

h e a r t e n e d .  She v/as in tea n s  asj^ b e f o r e  she f i n i s h e d  

t a lk i n g  and she s a id  "Mother i t ’ s so  c o ld  and l o n e l y  

h e r e . '* She k e p t  on r e p e a t in g  t h a t  s e n t e n c e .  She  

a a ic ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ d  I w ish  we had a p la c e  o f  oiir own. S h e 's  

a p a t h e t i c  m ix u tr e  o f  b e a u t i f u l  young woman and 

c h i l d .  And everyvrtiere I lo o k  around me my f r i e n d s  

c h i l d r e n ,  h e r  c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  are g e t t i n g  m a r r ie d ,
-Vv

Y ears o f  s c h o o l  b e fo r e  them. On the o t h e r  h a n d , Lynda 

B ird  back  from P h i la d e lp h ia  g r e e t e d

me r a t h e r  a i r i l y  w i t h  "Mother, I am g o i n g  t o  th e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T exas  n e x t  f a l l .  I w i l l  n eed  t o  i f  I  want 

to  g r a d u a te  from  t h e r e . '*^^1 doubt I can make Phi B eta  

Kappa, b e c a u se  I  have too  many B ' s . "  But I  c o u ld  t o l l  

in  h 0^ t o n e  t h a t  sh e  was g o in g  to  t r y  hard.*^ ^ n d  then  

sh e  s a id  “ard I am g o in g  to  Europe t h i s  summer. I t
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w i l l  be my l a s t  c h a n c e .  I t  w i l l  be the l a s t  tim e I 

f r e e  and have y o u r  money, she  added .  ̂ And I want to

am

g o .  I have s t u d i e d  so much h i s t o r y  and I ka n e v e r  have  

seen  a n y th in g  in  Europe e x c e p t  t h r e e  days in  I t a l y ,  I  

want t o  go to  England and Prance and Germany and I am
II

g o in g  down to  S p a in  to  s e e  R obin. I was q u ic k  t o  s e a l  

i t  w ith  a p p r o v a l .  I  prom ised  h e r  the money, b u t  '

h e r  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  prom ise  h e r  th a t  I would go w ith

h e r .  I  was so f l a t t e r e d  t h a t  she wanted me t o U u t



th a t  I m ight j u s t  jo in  her f o r  a week or two a lon g  

the way. Because she hopes t o  make i t  a t r i p  o f  

a month or even two m onths.

T"




