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B e g i n s  the busy  days a g a in . Mr. James 

F o s b u r g h  head o f  Mrs. Kennedy's Fin e  A rts

Committee came in  a t  11:00  and we ta lk ed  Whi t e  House 

a r t .  He brought w ith  him a b ig  brochure o f  p ic tu r e s  ~  

p o s s ib le  a c q u is it io n s  fo r  the Wh it e  House *art c o l l e c t -

io n s  and one wh ic h  appealed  to  me g r e a t ly ,  A Thomas 

S u lly  p o r tr a it  o f  Fannie Kemb l e ,  g r e a t  acibress o f  h er 

day. B e a u t ifu l ,  charm ing, a so r t  o f  f ^  expresdon ,------

And a s i s t e r ,  rem arkably o f  Mrs. Sarah Siddons , the  

famous a c tr e s s  in  England, $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 . Whether we can 

g e t  i t  depends on f in d in g  a donor or g e t t in g  the  

co o p era tio n  o f the Wh it e  House P reserv a tio n  S o c ie ty ,  

and spreading the c o s t  over a good many y e a r s , u s in g  

the money o b ta in ed  by the  Wh it e  House Hi s t o r i c a l

WeA sso c ia tio n  from the s a le  o f  th e  gu id e books. ’

a ls o  d isc u sse d  where to  hang th e  Asher Durand, 

hnd. hai°in c le a n e d , r e p a ir e d  and long a w a itin g  a  p la c e .  

The Hudson R iver  School i s  n o t one I r e a l ly  l i k e .

Too b ig ,  to o  dark, perhaps i t ' s  n o t ju s t  the country  

t h a t 's  f m i l i a r  to  me and dear to my h e a r t . A ccord- 

to  Mr. F o s b e r g h , he i s  one o f  th e  g rea t American a r t  

o f  th e  19th  G entry, and d e se r v e s  to  be hung h e r e . I t  

was n ' t  ea sy  to  fin d  a p la c e .  There are two p ic tu r e s  

in  the S ta te  rooms d ow n sta irs th a t he says are n o t  good
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€ • one th e  o u ts iC e  Thomas J e ffe r so n  In the Red Room#—
t> ^Jone the huge George Washington by an Ecuadorian

a r t i s t  in the Blue Room. We t r ie d  the Durand in  the 

upper h a l l  whe r e  i t  w l l l  go a nd in  the Red Room 

where we f i n a l l y  hung i t ^ ‘3hough I h a te  to  see even  

an in f e r io r  Thomas J e ffe r s o n  g ive way to  a n yth in g , 

asked M r . F o sb u r g h  to  w a it w h ile  I  went dow nsta irs  

to  jo in  Lyndon fo r  a ceremony where he would p in  his

fo u r th  d is t in g u is h e d  s e r v ic e  medal on r e t i r in g  

AP  Ch i e f  C u rtis  LeMay, Everybody was gath ered  in  

the E ast Room when we went in .— G eneral LeMay's fa m ily  

on the fr o n t row, a long  w ith  the McCo n n e l l ' s , his new ly  

s worn in  su c c e sso r   as A ir Force C hief o f  S t a f f ,

G eneral LeMay, very  e r e c t ,  minus h is  u su a l c ig a r ,  

ribbon  bedecked, and solem n, was stan d in g  to  th e  r ig h t  

o f th e  podium, Lyndon made a b r i e f  and moving speech  

about G eneral LeMay’ s lon g  and d is t in g u sh e d  ca reer  

o f  35 years in  the A ir F orce , He p r a c t ic a b ly  grew up 

w ith  th e  a ir p la n e .  H e  sa id , " a ll free  m en  a re  in  your

debt tod ay  and a l l  your countrymen jo in  w ith me in  

proudly and g r a t e f u l l y  s a lu t in g  you . I  had s l ip p e d  

in  n e x t  to  Hubert on the fro n t row w h ile  General 

LeMay sp ok e, I  watched Lyndon stand ing  q u ie t ly  a t  

a tte n t io n  w ith  h i s  hands f i s t e d   hanging b e s id e  him«—

A t y p ic a l  g e s tu r e , I  wonder i f  su b co n sc io u sly  i t ' s  

b ecau se h e ' s determ ined to  g e t  through days where he

C

€



V- m eets o b sta c le  a  th a t are b ig g er  than he i s  and men

th a t  are sm arter than he i s  and knows  i t .  But ju st  

the same he i s  d eterm ined . My mind went back to  

som ething he s a id  about General LeMay a good many 

y ea rs  befo r e  when he a t ta in e d  a h igh  p o st in  th e  A ir  

Force.  He  sa id  ’’w e ll  w e’re  go in g  to  g e t  an A ir  Force  

now. Or a war” . He i s  a c o lo r f u l  c o n tr o v e r s ia l  

character^  but a can-do man. Jacq u e lin e  Cochran 

was in  the aludie n c e  to  g iv e  honor to  him . I squeezed  

her hand as I f i l e d  o u t , Then back u p s ta ir s  to jo in  

Mr. F o s b u r g h   a nd ta lk  about some agenda fo r  our
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cr m eeting on th e 1 7 t h .   A P h ilosop h y  o f a c q u is it io n s  

during the tim e I  am h ere  which I  hope w i l l  in c lu d e  

some o f  th e  American g r e a t - - Mary Cuss a t ,   my most

h o p e fu l a d d itio n  I would lo v e  to  have th is  
-r

'I , George  Ca leb  Bingham, S idney Mount. And

I  would l ik e  to  have a Remington or a R u s s e l l .  They

-j^^aLve c e r t a in ly  p ic tu r e s  of  American l i f e ,  i f  n o t o f

American p r e s id e n ts or g rea t p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e s ,

T hen th e r e  were a s e r i e s  o f  tr ip s  from ground to

f i r s t  to  second f l o o r ,  and back a g a in . I  saw a p a r t o f

th e  e a r ly  fa m ily  m ovie  w ith  Mr. Southack and Liz, ta p in g

o r a l comments as to th e  tim e , th e  p e o p le , the e v e n t . I  

w ish  I  cou ld  have g o tten  in  a word or two o f  my c: o b se r v a t io n s   but movi e s  go by so s w i f t ly .   And then  one  

more to  the second f lo o r  to jo in  Lyndon a t lun ch  w ith
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some o f the s t a f f  B i l l   Moyers, Jack V a le n ti and 

Marvin Watson, — was so g lad  he has ju s t  jo in ed  

u s . And Horace Busby. And then to  okay the f i n a l  -  

no n o t  f i n a l ,  b u t ''for now," r e s t in g  p la c e  o f  the  

Asher Durand in  the Red Room. I t  i s  c a l le d  the  

L ast o f  the M ohicans. And then f o r  a prolonged  hour 

and a h a l f  more o f  w atch ing the  r e e ls  o f  Lyndon's 

campaign f o r  the Senate in  1941^  of  Lynda as a sm all 

baby and la t e r  a  s e r ie s  o f b ir th d a y  p a r t ie s  and 

H allow een s and Christmase s   and p la y in g  in  the back 

yard a t Dilm an . Luci jo in in g  in  in th e  summer o f  

47 . I  sto p p ed i t   t o  keep a date w ith  Robin Duk e .■ '

There i s  so much to  t a lk  about w ith  her le a ving*

We d id n 't  b eg in  to  cover the ground.

Lynda came in and r a t t l e d  on about h er  

p la n s fo r  the n ex t summer--muss i c  to  my e a r s . Robin 

w i l l  lo v e  to  have h er  in  Spain and reminded me th at 

th a t there'd be Cecile McGhee  in  Germany fo r  her to s ta y

w ith . And though I  do n o t know E van gelin e  Bruce in  

London,  Lyndon seems to f e e l  q u ite  c lo s e  to  Ambassador 

B ruce, so  I  suppose we cou ld  ask h e r . But we ju s t  

must f in d  a r e sp o n s ib le  grown woman t h a t ’ s fun for  her  

to  t r a v e l  w ith .   Robin and I  went to  B la ir  House and 

she took  me over th r e e  o f th e  four f lo o r s  o f  B la ir  and 

L ee, t e l l i n g  th e  s a g a  o f  t h e .B la ir s  and Le e s  and her
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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H l N O T O n

M onday, F ebruary 1, 1965 5

Own sto ry  of doing the house o v er . Some of the bedroom s s t i l l  had card s  

on them saying "M rs, Saunders, M r, Huffman B a in es"  our gu ests  during 

the Inaugural.

I cam e back to the White H ouse and spent a w hile with L uci, who, not 

su rp r is in g ly , i s  p iled  up in  bed w ith the v iru s . L ast night w as a sign  of 

being p h ysically  s ick , a s  w e ll a s  at low  ebb p sych o log ica lly , I think. She 

has a lit t le  fe v e r , fe e ls  w retched , and w ill be out of school for a few  days. 

But she is  in  m uch happier sp ir its ,

# # # # # # # #


