
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOtJSE
W A S H I N O T O N

T u e sd ay , F e b ru a ry  2, 1965 P ag e  1

Lyndon and  I  h ad  b r e a k fa s t  in  b e d  an d  th en  I sp en t the m o rn in g  c lean in g  

m y  d esk . W h atev er h ap p en s w hen I  am  n o t h e re !

T h en  B a rb a ra  W ard , ( L a d y  J a c k s o n )  a r r iv e d  a ro u n d  noon, ju s t  in  

tim e  to s i t  down to lunch  w ith  Lyndon, C la rk  C liffo rd , Abe F o r ta s  an d  m e .

B a rb a ra  w as e c s ta t ic  abou t the p lan s  fo r  b e a u tif ic a tio n . She to ld  u s  she 

h ad  l i s t e n ed  to the In a u g u ra l sp eech  fo r  P re s id e n t  T ubm an of L ib e r ia ,  

on the r a d io, of c o u r s e ,  th e re* s  no TV. She d e s c r ib e d  him  a s  qu ite  a  guy, 

i t  a l l  ad d ed  up to  a  fee lin g  of w hat m y  own sy m p a th ie s  a r e ,  th a t he is  the 

m o s t  s e a so n e d ^ re lia b le , s ta b le  of the le a d e r s  in  th a t tro u b le d  co n tin en t. 

She’s in v ite d  fo r  the d in n e r  ton igh t and  i s  o u r  house  g u es t.

A fte r  lu n ch , I  w ent down to  the l ib r a r y  fo r  the p re s e n ta t io n  of a  W hite 

H ouse G uide book, t r a n s la te d  in to  sev en  lan g u ag es  fo r  fo re ig n  v is i to r s .

I t  w as p re s e n te d  by  M rs . D udley Owen, (see n ex t page)



V

C hairm an o f  "THIS"  C om m ittee , th e  H o s p i t a l i t y  and 

In fo rm a t io n  S e r v i c e ,  and  a p p e a re d  i n  A r a b ic ,  F re n c h , 

I t a l i a n ,  J a p a n e s e ,  K o rean , R u ss ia n  and S p a n is h .

W ith  M rs. Owen was a  M rs, Song from  th e  K orean  

Emb a s s y ,  who i s  in  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g ro u p  t h a t  u s e d  

to  be  m in e ! We h a d  l a s t  b een  to g e th e r  a t  lu n c h ,  a t  

M rs. G e ra ld  F o rd 's in  th e  b a c k  y a rd  by  th e  swimming p o o l . 

before November 22nd . And t h e r e  was a  young boy  named 

Gee from  one o f  th e  A f r i c a n  R e p u b iic s ,  a   F re n c h  

s p e a k in g  o n e ,  who h a d  u s e d  th e  g u id e  book in  F re n c h  

an d  a  M rs. N a d a l l  o f  th e  Em bassy o f  A rg e n tin a  who h ad  

u s e d  i t  i n  S p a n is h .  And M rs. P e te r  B ing  who h a d  ta k e n  

a  t r i p  th ro u g h  th e  W hite  House sev en  t im e s ,  w r i t i n g  

down c o p io u s  n o t e s  on th e  w ay,  t h e n g e t t i n g  them 

t r a n s l a t e d  i n to  a l l  th e  la n g u a g e s   it's a l l  th e  s e r v i c e
r/^/s

o f T ? H I S  s o  t h a t  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  to  th e  Wh i t e  House

can  r e a l l y  l e a r n  m ore a b o u t  u s  th a n  j u s t  w hat t h e i r

eye can  ta k e  i n .    T h e r e   in  th e  g ro u p  w ere  two o l d  

f r i e n d s ,  th e  B ruce  L a n s d a le s , fro m  th e  A m erican Farm 

S c h o o l i n  T h e s s a lo n ic a ,  G re e c e . They b r o u g h t  me a  

fra m e d  p i c t u r e  in  T i l e  o f   what a t  th e  LBJ f a m i ly  w ould  

lo o k  l i k e  in  G reek  c o s t u m e .    The r e s t  o f  th e  d a y  

was ta k e n  up w ith  b e a u ty  p a r l o r ,  and s tu d y in g  th e  

l i s t s  o f  th o s e  who would come to  th e  d in n e r  in  h o n o r  o f  

th e  V ice  P r e s i d e n t ,  th e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  and th e  S p e a k e r ,

and g o in g  'o v e r  tiie  l i t t l e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  I  w ou ld  make



c :

f:
o f  th e  Hume C ron in 's    f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  I  h a d  my 

h a i r  done up on th e  to p  o f my h e a d ,  p r o b a b ly  th e  l a s t  

hurrah f o r  a  w h i l e ,  s in c e  i t  m u st be c u t#  And wore 

my g re e n  c h i f f o n  H u l i t a r .   B e s s  and  I  h a d  w orked  o u t  

th e  l i s t  o f  p e o p le  who came u p s t a i r s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  

and  I n t im a te  f a s h io n  t h i s  t im e .  The V ice  P r e s id e n t  

an d  M r s .  H u m p h r e y  a n d  s i n c e   none o f  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  c o u ld  b e  h e re --an d  w h at a  sham e.— we  had  

a s k e d  t h e i r  govern o r ,  M r. R o lv a o g  and  h i s  w i f e ,  a  

Texan,  S p e a k e r  an d  M rs. Mc C o r m i c k  had  a s  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  

g u e s t  h i s  nephew  E d d i e  a n d  h i s   young w i f e ,  a  v e ry
fA .

a t t r a c t i v e  and handsom e c o u p le ,   He t o l d  someone t o n i g h t  

t h a t  h e  p l a n s  to  r u n  f o r  G overnor o f  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  

n e x t  tim e  u p .  He i s  t h e  a p p le  o f  th e  S p e a k e r ’ s eye^ 

l^nd  f o r  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  and M rs. W arren , th e  John D a l y 's  

s h e 's  one o f  t h e i r  d a u g h te r s  - - and a n o th e r  d a u g h te r ,

M rs. C lem ents.   T h e re  was no R obin  and A n g le - - t h e
Vf i r s t  t im e  I  h a v e  f e l t  t h e  gap  o f  th e i r  a b s e n c e .  Then 

we w en t d o w n s ta i r s ,  th e  e i g h t  o f  u s .— 'H u b e rt an d  I  

f o l lo w in g  Lyndon and  Mu r i e l , to  th e  t h r i l l i n g  H a i l  to  

th e  C h ie f ,  h a d  o u r  p i c t u r e s  made a t  t h e  s te p s  and 

In to  th e  E a s t  Room w here  e i g h t  in  l i n e  made a  g r e a t  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  t im e  t h a t  i t  to o k .  T h e re  w ere a b o u t  

178 p e o p le  to  f i l e  b y .  More th a n  an y  o th e r  d in n e r^  t h i s  

i s  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  g o v e rn m en t a n d   for t h a t  r e a s o n  a

f a m i ly  a f f a i r .  F o r th e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  we h ad  a sk e d  a l l



th e  C o u r t ,  and  th e  B la c k s ,  th e  D o u g l a s ,  th e  

C l a r k s ,   J u s t i c e  H a r la n  a lo n e ,  th e  B r e n n a n s ,  th e  

S te w a r t s ,  th e  W h ite s , t h e  G o ld b e rg s  w ere  t h e r e .  And 

a l s o  I ’m d e l i g h t e d  t o  say  fo rm e r  J u s t i c e  and  M rs.

R eed .  T h e   C a b in e t  was som ewhat J e ? im a te d  b y  th e  v i r u s .
i /
w i th  McNamara, R usk an d  D i l lo n  b e in g  in  b e d , t h e

P o s tm a s te r  G e n e ra l and  M rs . G ro n o w s k i , in d e fa tig ;f l.a b le

U d a l ls , g ay  young  Freem ans ,  an d  th e  W ir tz s  w e re

t h e r e .  And th e  C e le b r e e z e s -- he  i s  j u s t  f r e s h  up from

th e  f l u .  The n e w e s t  m em ber,  A t to r n e y  G e n e ra l K a tz e n -

b a ch  an d  h i s  w i f e ,   a nd  a l l  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  th e  House

and S e n a te  i n  f u l l  p a n o p ly * — S e n a to r  C a r l  H ayden ,

P r e s i d e n t  P ro  Temp o r e  , M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r  Mike

M a n s f ie ld  and R u s s e l l  Long and G eorge S m a th e rs . And

S e n a to r  and  M rs. E v e r e t t  McKin l e y  D irk s e n ,  a f f i a b l e

Tom and B e t ty  K u c h e l. M annie S e l l e r s ,  Dean o f  th e

H o u se , G e ra ld  F o rd  and  C h a r le y  H a l le c k ,  p r e s e n t  and
. ''^^rands

r e c e n t l y  d e f e a t e d .  And L es Ahrends,  and th e  H ale  B oggs, 

and  C a r l  A lb e r t ,  ^and th e n  a  good  d e a l  o f  s t a f f .  F rom 

th e  p r e s s  t h e r e  were  th e  b lo n d  O t i s  C h a n d le rs  o f Los 

A n g e le s  T im es, o u r  o ld  f r i e n d s  t h e   Ep H oy ts o f  th e

D enver P o s t ,  t h e  young A r th u r  S a lz b a r g e r s  o f  th e  New 

Y ork T im es.  T he T exas r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  

v a r i e t y ,  th e  young and a t t r a c t i v e  Jam es L in g  o f  D a lla s^  

who made a  l o t  o f  m oney in  a  s h o r t  c a r e e r .  The young 

and a t t r a c t i v e  J e r r y  W illia m s  o f  A u s t in - - h e 's  a  p r o f e s s o r



in th e  U n iv e r s i ty  and sh e  i s  a  la w y e r a l s o ,  and a  

c a p a b le  D e m o c ra tic  p o l i t i c ian , th e  s o r t  you  have  on 

y o u r  l i s t  f o r  an y  women a p p o in t e e s .  And Dean S to ry  

o f  D a l l a s ,  lo n g  tim e  w o rk e r in  th e  v in e y a rd  o f  p e a c e  

and j u s t i c e  i n  o u r  r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  And among o ld  

f r i e n d s ,  th e  Ed W eisls  o f  New York and how g la d  I  

am t h a t  A l ic e  w i l l  f a c e  w hat m ust be  a  h u r d le  o f

an y  s o c i a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t --she's just had several facial operations.   Abe P o r t a s  a lo n e ,  and 

th e  C la rk  C l i f f o r d s ,  W aggoner C a r r ,  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l 

o f  Te x a s ,  was t h e r e  a l s o .  And B ecau se  I  h a v e  b een  

r e a d in g  so much a b o u t th e  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  p la n s  o f

o u r A d m in is t r a t io n  I  was v e ry  p l e a s e d  to  m ee t C h a r le s
0-̂

H a a r   th e  C hairm an o f  th e  T ask  F o rc e  on B e a u ty ,

He i s  from  H a rv a rd  Law S c h o o l. And, o f  cou r s e  th e  

L aurance  R o c k e f e l l e r s   t h e   f i r s t  name you t u r n  to  

when r e c r e a t i o n  o r  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  i s  m e n tio n e d . '^  S in c e  

th e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  was one o f  th e  h o n o r e e s ,  th e re  was 

some to p  b r a s s  fro m  th e  w o rld  o f  la w . Dean and  M rs. 

I rw in  G risw o ld  o f  th e  S c h o o l o f  Law o f  H a rv a rd ;  Dean 

and  M rs. Page K eaton  o f  th e  S c h o o l o f  Law o f  th e  

U n i v e r s i ty  o f   T e x a s  and Dean and  M rs. F ra n k  Newman 

o f  th e  S c h o o l o f  Law o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

D av id  M e rr ic k , P ro d u c e r  o f  H e l lo  D o l ly ,  and  a l s o  o f  

n e x t  w e e k 's  show - - T h e  R o a r  o f  th e  C r o w n ,  " th e  S m e l l  o f  

^  th e  G r e a s e  P a i n t ,  com ing  to  th e  N a t io n a l ,  was among

th e  g u e s t s .  And a l s o  th e  J a c k ie  R obinsons  o f  th e



c - f
s p o r t s  w o r ld . T hese  d in n e r s  o f f e r  up a  p o t  p o u rr l_ ,

o f  A m erican l i f e .  And I  t r y  t o  s a v o r  i t  a l l  a s  th e y

come down th e  l i n e .  I n  th e  B lue Room f o r  d in n e r  I

h ad  th e  Speaker and  Mr s .  MacCormack on my r i g h t  an d  M r,

J u s t i c e  B la c k  on my l e f t .  We have a s p e c i a l  b o n d ,

Mr. J u s t i c e  B la c k  and  I .  We a r e  b o th  A la b a m ia n s , we

lo v e  g o v ern m en t s e r v i c e ,  an d  a r e  aw are  o f  i t s  p a n g s

and  i t s  j o y s ,  an d  we hav e  b o th  h ad  a  b i t  o f  a  hand  in

th e  m ak ing  o f  L yndon, Or so  I  i i ^ a i n e  w ithout e v e r j '
- I fs a y in g .O u r  Im a g in a t iv e  B ess h a d  p ro v id e d  s e a  fo o d  

G o ld e n  G a te  f o r  t h e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  and  c h ic k e n  Bay 

^  S t a t e  f o r  th e  S p e a k e r and  M in n e so ta  w ild  e s e s  r i c e  f o r

H u b e r t .   A n d  T ra p p is t  c h e e s e  f o r  B e ss  A b e ll o f  K e n tu ck y / 

A t r a p p i s t  c h e e se  i s  made by t h e  monks.  I t  i s  d e l i c i o u s .  

W hile C la rk  an d  L in d y  Boggs h e lp e d  m ake t h in g s  g a y  a t  

o u r t a b l e  I  t a l k e d  t o  th e  S p e a k e r  a b o u t l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h e re  was a  moment o f  e x / u l t a t l o n  when th e  v i o l i n s ,

' t h e  s in g in g  v io l in s ^ '’came i n ,  f o l lo w in g  th e  d e s s e r t .

And th e n  t h e  t o a s t ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  among u s a l l ,  t h a t
A .

t h i s  was u s ,  th e  g o v ern m en t- -  a  moment o f  u n i t y ,  

f e l l ow p a r t i s a n s .  And th e n  o u t  i n t o  th e  h a l l  f o r  

c o f f e e  and t o  th e  E a s t  Room f o r  e n te r ta in m e n tT ^  I  

h a d  p ro m is e d  r e l u c t a n t l y  to  in t r o d u c e  them  and I  b e t t e r - 

s a y  no  n e x t  tim e b e c a u s e  I  d id  a  h a l t i n g , po o r ,  d u l l  

jo b  o f  i t .  They w ere  Hume Crony n  and J e s s i c a  T andy .

I ' l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  h e r ,  in  th e r o l e  o f  B lan c h e  D uB ois



\
i n  ^  S t r e e t c a r  Named D e s i r e .  They gav e  r e a d in g s

a s  v a r i e d  a s  D o ro th y  P a r k e r ,  a  S o n n e t from  S h a k e s p e a re ,_

g r e a t  ra n g e  an d  e n c h a n t in g ,  b u t  to o  lo n g .  I  c o u ld

se e  my h u sb a n d  lo o k in g  a t  h i s  w a tc h . I t  a lw ay s m ak es
IP

me f l i n c h  f o r  th e  e n t e r t a i n e r s .  Then we d an ced  in  

th e  f o y e r .  Two o f t h e  h o n o r c o u p le s  sa i d   a  f a i r l y

e a r l y  g o o d n ig h t - - a n d   H u b e rt and  M u rie l s t a y i n g  u n t i l

we w ere  g o n e . I  h a d  a  g o o d  dance  w ith  G eorge S m ath e rs  

and R u s s e l l  L ong, and  e n jo y e d  a  moment o f  d a n c in g  and 

t a l k i n g  w i th  Dean E ugene R ostow  o f  th e  Y ale  S c h o o l o f  

Law— t he o t h e r  R o s t o w , ^  W alt t h a t  we a r e  u s e d  to  h e re

i n  "Was h in g t o n .  And o f  c o u rs e  w i th  o u r  T e x a n s , W aggoner 

— C a r r  and J e r r y  W i l l iam s, and  Bob S to r e y .  And s o m e

young p e o p le  who h a d  come to  f i x  th e  l i g h t ?  B ess i s  

w o n d e rfu l  a b o u t  a lw ays rem em bering  th e  p e o p le  who 

w ork w i th  t h e  e n te r ta i ia n e n t  o r  th e  d e c o r a t io n s ,  a n d  

d o n ’ t  g e t  in  on th e  g lam o u r I t s e l f .  I t  w as a  good  

e v e n in g  and th e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  d a n c in g  i s  t h a t  i t  m ix es  

p e o p le  up an d  g i v e s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  s p e n d in g  a  few  m in u te s  

w i th  one an d  th e n  a n o th e r  and  a n o th e r .  I  w as so  s o r r y  

t h a t  L u c i , i n  b e d  wi t h  t h e  f l u ,  c o u l d n ' t  ev en  come down. 

And L ynda, b a t t l i n g  w ith  home w o rk , d e c l in e d .  I t  i s  

h a r d  f o r  me to  im a g in e  h a v in g  so  much o f  t h i s  w o r l d 's  

f e a s t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p le l a i d  in  f r o n t  o f  y o u - -  

and you  s i t  u p s t a i r s  w i th  a  book  i n s t e a d  o f  com ing 

down and  s p e n d in g  an  h o u r  w ith  th e  v a r i e d  and  g l i t t e r i n g



nam es on th e  l i s t  l i k e  t o n i g h t .  I t  was a  good 

e v e n in g  and  I  w en t u p s t a i r s  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  o n e , 

s a t i s f i e d  w i th  ev e ry b o d y  b u t  me, and  w is h in g  I  had  

n o t  t r i e d  t o  s ta n d  on my f e e t  and  s a y  h e re  th e y  a re  

th e  Hume C ro n y in s .  B ut d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  th e y  rem in d ed  

me o f  Ogden W ash, D o ro th y  P a rk e r  whom I  u s e d  to  be 

a b le  to  q u o te ,  and Edna S t .  V in c e n t M illay, 30 m in u te s  

a t  a  t im e ,  an d  d e te rm in e d  t o  m ee t a  new p o e t--I  h a d  

n e v e r  r e a d  h e r  b e f o r e --P h y l l i s  M cG inley  b e a u se  th e y  

d id  f o r  an e n c o re ,  a  b i t  o f  h e r  w ork . Where In  The 

W orld D id The C h i ld re n  V a n ish , w h ich  I  g u e s s  f i t s  

Lynda and L u c i .

r -


