
F e b ru a ry  3 ,  1965 
Wednesday.

Wednesday, F eb ru a ry  3 was so f u l l  I  f e l t  a t  th e  

end o f  the  day l i k e  a  ju g  in to  w hich  w ine  was b e in g  

p o u red  u n t i l  i t  was f u l l  to  th e  to p  and o v e rf lo w in g  

and s im p ly  c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  anymore.

The day began w ith  Mr. and Mrs. Laure n ce 

R o c k e f e l l e r  coming f o r  c o f f e e  ab o u t 1 1 :0 0 .  I  h a d  

w anted to  t a l k  w ith  him an in fo rm a l  way- - why d id  

he p u t  so much o f  h i s  l i f e  and b r a i n s  and money in to  

b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  and r e c r e a t i o n .  I t  tu r n e d  o u t  to  be 

2-1/2 o f  t h e  m os t i n t e r e s t i n g  h o u rs  I ' l l  ev e r  spend!

A lthough  g e t t i n g  on the. s u b j e c t  o f  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  i s
(X'

l i k e   p ic k in g  up a   t a n g le d  sk e in  o f  w ool. A l l  

th e  th r e a d s  a r e  in  te r-w oven  .---R e c re a t io n  and urban  r e -

new al and m e n ta l  h e a l t h ,  and th e  crim e  r a t e ,  and r a p i d  

t r a n s i t ,  and highway b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  and th e  war on p o v e r ty  

and  p a r k s ,  n a t i o n a l , s t a t e  and l o c a l .  I t  i s  a w fu l ly  

h a r d  t o  h i t c h  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  i n t o  one s t r a i g h t  l i n e  

b e c a u se  e v e r y th in g  l e a d s  to  so m eth ing  e l s e .  An 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f a m i l y ,  th e  R o c k e f e l l e r s .  Those b r o t h e r s  

w i th  t h e i r  v e ry  c o n s id e r a b le  money and b r a i n s  and d e -

v o t i o n ,  d i r e c t e d  i n t o  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s .  Mr. 

L aurence  R o c k e f e l l e r  i s  g o in g  t o  be  th e  Chairman o f  a 

N a t io n a l  C onfe rence  on B eau ty  w hich  Lyndon i s  c a l l i n g  

f o r  mid-May. There a r e  l o t s  o f  u s  d e s p e r a t e l y  i n t e r -
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^  e s t e d  in  som eth ing  b e s id e s  a l o t  o f  w or d s  and p r o l i f e r a -

t i o n  o f  com m ittees  coming ou t o f  i t .  I  do t h i n k  now 

i s  th e  tim e  -  what i s  t h a t  q u o te  abou t " n o th in g  i s  so 

s t r o n g  a s  an id e a  t h a t  h a s  met i t s  day I  (/_■«- ^  

t r i p  to  the  b e a u ty  p a r l o r  and th e n  ab o u t 4 :0 0  o ’c lo c k  

th e r e  was a s h i f t  o f g e a r s  to  th e  war on p o v e r ty ,

S a rg e n t  S h r iv e r  had  a sk e d  me i f  I  would i n v i t e   t o  t e a  

th e  A d v iso ry  C ounc il o f  the  War on P o v e r ty .  We wound 

up , abou t 30 o f  u s ,  w i th  t e a  and c o c k t a i l s  in  th e  Blue 

Room, As soon a s  everybody  was th e r e ,  t h e  members o f  

th e  A dv iso ry  C o u n c il ,  and th e  f iv e  C a b in e t  members 

whose work i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  war on p o v e r t y ^  

Tony C e le b re e z e  o f  HEW; O r v i l l e  Freeman o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ;  

Nick K a tzen b ach , th e  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l ,  S tu  U d a ll  in  

I n t e r i o r ;  B i l l  W irtz  o f   Lab o r ;  M argie McNamara, whose 

husband  i s  d e e p ly  co n c e rn e d  w i th  i t ,  and who i s ,  h e r s e l f  

a  member o f  t h e  A d v iso ry  C o u n c i l .  And s ome agency 

h e a d s  who work w i th  i t  such  a s  G enera l H ershey  o f  

S e l e c t i v e  S e r v i c e ,  who h a s  been around  h e r e 'a b o u t  a s  

lo n g  a s  I  h a v e ,  and R o b ert  Weaver o f  t h e  H ousing 

D ep ar tm en t,  As soon a s  th e y  were a l l  t h e r e ,  I  welcomed 

them- - t o l d  them I  r e a l l y  w anted t h i s  to  t u r n  i n to  a 

sem inar so  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  t e l l  me what th e y  had  been  

d o in g  and what th e y  p lan n ed  to  do,  t u r ned  th e  m ee tin g  

o v e r  to  Sarge  and we a d jo u rn e d  to  th e  Red Room and we 

b ro u g h t  in  a  few  e x t r a  c h a i r s .  N e a r ly  a l l  if the thirty o f  us



#  
( s a t  around in  a cozy  c i r c l e  $he c h i e f  n u g g e ts  o f

in f o rm a t io n  b e in g  d e f t l y  e x t r a c t e d  by  S h r iv e r  who 

t a c t f u l l y  and s k i l l f u l l y  t o s s e d  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  

b a l l  around to  teirjr b lu e  r ib b o n  g ro u p .

One o f  th e  b e s t  spokesman was Dr. O t i s  

S ing le t a r y ,  w h o m  I  h ad  l a s t  seen  on the W h is t l e s to p  

t r i p  when I  s to p p e d  a t  a N orth  C a r o l in a  C o lleg e  town^ 

G reen sb o ro , I  b e l i e v e .  He was P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  c o l l e g e  

and  in tro d u ced   me on th e  p l a t f o m  to  a g a th e r in g  o f  

s t u d e n t s .  H e 's  d i r e c t o r  o f th e  Job Corps and say s  

t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  coming i n  about 6 ,0 0 0  a d a y ,  

d e sc r i b i n g  th e  young men who come to  i t  -  h e  c i t e d  one 

who, when he g o t  o f f  th e  b u s  a t  th e  C a to c t in ,  Md,

Job Corps C e n te r ,  he s a i d  "where a re  th e  f e n c e s ? ” He 

had th o u g h t i t  j u s t  must be some k in d  o f  c o r r e c t i v e  

i n s t i t u t i o n .  One, when a sk e d  w h y   had  he come, s a i d  

q u i t e  cnadidly , "because  t h i s  i s  my l a s t  c h a n c e ,"

D r. S in g le t a r y ,  said^ so many o f  th e s e  k i d s  have a

sen se  o f  overwhelm ing d e f e a t .  He's â lng i! i3 ja r i ly  c a p a b le  

man and I  f e e l  good t h a t  th e  p ro g ra m 's  g o t h im , o n  t h e  

A d v iso ry  C ounc il w e r e  m e n  o f  such  s t a t u e  a s  Ken 

G a l b r a i t h - - h e  s a id  he was t h e r e  to  l i s t e n  to  Sarge 

S h r iv e r  and me co n d u c t  t h e  S em inar.   A. P h i l i p  Randolph 

from L ab o r ,  and A rchb ishop  Lucey, long  e x p e r ie n c e d  in  

d e a l in g  w i th  th e  p o o r  o f  t h i s  w o r ld .  I  remember h i s  

work w i th  th e  M exicans- - i t  g o es  back to  th e  f i r s t  days

o f  R o o se v e l t  and Maury M a v e r ic k .   O ne o f  th e  b e s t  s t o r i e s



e . . .

— was to l d  by Tony C e le b re e z e .  I t  was i n  answ er to  the

o f t  r e p e a t e d  a n d  r a t h e r  c y n i c a l  q u e s t io n  "how w i l l  we 

know w hether i t  w i l l  work’’ . H is answ er was t h a t  y e a r s
f j

ago in  a  s l um a r e a  o f  C le v e la n d ,  Ohio, s c h o o l te a c h e r^  

g a th e r e d  up in  th e  s t r e e t s ,  b oys from  p o v e r ty  s t r i c k e n

homes who were w andering  l o o s e ,  j u s t  w a i t in g  to  g e t
\ \  if 

in  t r o u b l e .  He s a i d ,  l e t ' s  have a c lu b .  They p la y e d

b a s k e t b a l l ,  d i s c u s s e d  c i v i c  i s s u e s ,  and h e ld  d e b a te s .  

S in ce  th e  t e a c h e r  was a  R epub lican  i t  was named th e  

Theodore R o o sev e lt  C lub . In  the  y e a r s  s in c e  th en  one 

o f  the  men h a s  become a Judge , t h r e e  a r e  la w y e rs ,  one 

i s  an A r c h i t e c t ,  one a D o c to r ,  one D e n t i s t ,  two CPA’ s 

and one was th e  Mayor o f  C le v e la n d  and now s i t s  in  

th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C a b in e t !  I t  was a  d r a m a t ic  s t o r y  and 

you had  o n ly  to  lo o k  a t  Mr. C e le b re e z e  to  know he 

l i v e d  i t .  I t  was a  r i c h  e x c i t i n g  two h o u rs  o f  t a l k ,

I  j u s t  w ish  we h a d  h a d  o n e  p o o l  r e p o r t e r  p r e s e n t . -----

a l th o u g h  l a t e r  L iz  wrestled w i th  h e r  i r a t e  s i s t e r s  t r y i n g  to  

g iv e  them th e  in f o r m a t io n .  M u rie l  Humphrey was th e r e  

s i t t i n g  q u i e t l y  and l i s t e n i n g .  As th e y  f i l e d  o u t  

Sarge a sk ed  me i f  I  w ould r e c o n s i d e r  and sp o n so r  the 

program  He ad S t a r t ,  an h o n o ra ry  C hairm ansh ip  n o t  

supposed  t o  le a d  to  work. He i s  in d e e d  one o f  th e  b e s t  

s a l esman I  ev e r  sa w ,^ A n d  n e x t  was Mary L a sk e r   who 

t a l k e d  w ith  me abou t th e  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  program  and

th e  F r id a y  Women D o 'e r ’s Luncheon. She was f u l l  o f
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e x c i te m e n t .  She says t h i s  was the f i r s t  time any

le a d e r  o f  a n a t i o n  h as  u sed  th e  word^beauty^^ln a

n a t i o n a l  a d d r e s s — f i r s t  tim e one h a s  c a l l e d  th e

b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  of th e  whole c o u n try  as  a p a r t  o f  h i s

program.^ Napoleon th e  I I I  d e c id e d  to  b e a u t i f y  P a r i s .

O ther European Monarchs had  t a l k e d  o f  b e a u t i f y i n g  t h e i r

c a p i t a l  c i t i e s ,  b u t  nobody h a s  e v e r  c a l l e d  f o r  a

n a t io n w id e  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  program . She showed me th e  
h e r

p i c t u r e s  o f   h e r   g i f t  to  the  c i t y  o f  New York, th e

t u l i p s and jo n q u i l s ,   tw en ty  b lo c k s  o f  them!   T h e y

had  come abou t o n ly  a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  o f  making g i f t s  o f

p l a n t i n g  to  th e c i t y .  For she h a s  a lo n g  r e c o rd  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e .



C-
THE WHITE HOUSE

W A S H I N O T O N

W ednesday, February 3, 1965 Page 6

Then Lyndon and I le ft for the Shoreham H otel w here he w as to 

r e c e iv e  the D em ocratic L egacy  Award A nti-D efam ation  League of 

B‘nai B’r i t t ^

We a rr iv ed  about 10, Lyndon s t i l l  in a b u sin ess  su it, and without 

dinner,  w e r e  m et by Dore Schary and Abe Finebe rg , m arched in hurried ly , 

greetin g  Cabinet m em b ers and waving at a few  C ongression a l people at 

their banquet ta b les , and then Lyndon d e liv ered  h is  speech .

T h ere 'll be no trouble in picking the headline out of th is one. It 

concerned  an exch ange of v is i t s  betw een the Soviet lea d ersh ip   t o  this 

country, and us to R u ssia , so m et i me in  the year 1965]

(_ Jack rode hom e w ith u s ,  With a ll the servan ts gone,  at m y

suggestion^ I brought in  a tray of supper for Lyndon and  a  sanddwich and 

som e d e s se r t  for Jack.

Lyndon devoured the paper along w ith h is  dinner, and we w ere in bed  

about m idnight, a fu ll, good, hard day.

# # # # # # # # # # # #

MEMORANDUM


