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W ound up a  b u sy  w eek . It w as m y  day  fo r  W om en D o -e rs  L uncheon, 

the one th a t i s  the k ic k -o ff  of the B e a u tif ic a tio n  P ro g ra m , w ith  M ary  

L a s k e r  a s  the s p e a k e r .

B u t a  l i t t le  b e fo re  M ary  c am e , I go t the w o rd  th a t Lyndon w as down 

in  the D ip lo m atic  R ecep tio n  Room  w ith  the young people of the Senate Y outh 

P ro g ra m , s p o n so re d  by the  W illiam  R andolph  H e a r s t  Foundation  a n d  

c o n s is tin g  of s tu d en ts  fro m  e v e ry  S ta te  in  the U nion. I thought two or thre e  

w e re  g iven a  t r ip  to W ash ing ton  a n d   a  thorough  rev iew  of th e ir  g o v e rn m en t 

b e c a u se  of the  le a d e r s h ip  q u a l i t ie s ’th ey 'v e  shown,-^and th e ir  in te r e s t  in  

g o v e rn m en t w o rk .

T h e re  Lyndon w as , w ith  som e 100 o r  so young peo p le , ey es  fix ed  on 

h im , he  in  the m id d le  o f the c i r c l e  d e liv e r in g  a  leng thy  sp eech  on why he 

w an ted  a l l  o f them  to g e t in to  g o v e rn m en t, an d  adding,-^^that w hen he got 

out of g o v e rn m en t, he w as going to sp en d  h is  r e t i r e m e n t  p ro m o tin g  young
^ I

peop le  ^n  in te r e s t  in  g o v e rn m en t. I 'm  g lad  to h e a r  i t  and  I app laud .

A m o s t in fo rm a l re c e iv in g  lin e  en su e d  an d  bo th  of u s  shook han d s w ith

a l l  of th em , in c lu d in g  the G eorge  H u rs ts  fro m  C a lifo rn ia , who a r e  f r ie n d s  
' ^  fro m

of F . D. B row n, fr ie n d ^  of m in e  from  the  U n iv e rs ity  of T e x as  days 1932 and  33

T hen b ack  u p s ta i r s  to the lu ncheon , f i r s t  w ith  M ary  t o  have o u r  p ic tu re s

m a d e ,  g az in g  a t  h e r  lo v e ly  d isp la y s  of the tu lip  and  daffod il p lan tin g  on F ifth

A venue.
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M au reen  N e u b e rg e r , long an  ad v o ca te  of b e a u tif ic a tio n , w ith  s p e c ia l  

e m p h a s is  on co n tro llin g  b i l lb o a rd s,  M rs . New bold N oyes of the S ta r , L e e  

U dall, w hose h u sb an d  is  s p e a r -h e a d  of the w hole Beu t f ic a tio n  P ro g ra m r" ^ ^  

M rs .  E r a s tu s  C o rn in g , P re s id e n t  of the G ard en  Club of A m e ric a , w ere  

am  ong the g u e s ts .  And the D ean of a  M in n eso ta  C o lleg e ,  th a t  H u b e rt had  

a sk e d  us to inc lude  a t  so m e  tim e . A nd a  w om an m e m b e r  of the V irg in ia  

H ouse of d e le g a te s .

The g u e s ts  com e fro m  am ong m y own f r ie n d s  and people  w e ll known fo r  

th e ir  in te r e s t  and  a c h ie v e m e n ts  in  w h a te v e r  we a r e  going to d is c u s s ,  o r 

so m e tim e s  they a r e  re c o m m en d e d  by a  C o n g re ssm a n .

It w as a  liv e ly  luncheon  c o n v e rs a t io n , o n e  of M a u re e n 's  s to r ie s  had  no 

b e a r in g  a t  a l l  on b e a u tif ic a tio n , bu t w as an  in te re s t in g  v ig n e tte . Some y e a r s  

b a c k  she h ad  p lay ed  b rid g e  re g u la r ly  - once a  w eek  - w ith  th re e  o ld  la d ie s ,  

M rs . W oodrow  W ilson and  two o th e rs  of h e r  v in tag e . They sp en t a  p a r t  of 

th e ir  b rid g e  tim e  re m in is c in g  abou t the W ashing  o f  l9 1 9 , a j ^  M au reen  

lis te n in g , a b s o rb e d . M rs . W ilson  w as s ta r t le d  and  not p le a sa n tly , to re c e iv e  

a n  in v ita tio n  fro m  one of to d a y 's  h o s te s s e s  w h o m   she d id n 't  know. She sa id  

th a t in  h e r  day , one d id n 't  in v ite  people  one d id n 't  know, and , of c o u rse , she 

w as n o t going.

A nd a n o th e r  o f M a u re e n 's  s to r ie s ,  d id  have a  very  r e a l  b e a r in g  on 

b e a u tif ic a tio n . She s a id  th a t in  P o r tla n d , h e r  h o m e, w h ere  any th ing  th a t you 

s tic k  in  the g round  g ro w s, the C ity  P a rk s  a r e  so  b ea u tifu lly  fu ll of r o s e s ,  and 

m o re  la te ly  c a m e lia s ,  a r e  w e ll k ep t and  have an  an n u a l p ru n in g  a t  w hich  tim e
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a l l  the p ru n ed  off b ra n c h e s  a r e  s ta c k e d  up in  the s t r e e t ,  and  th e re  a r e  s to r ie s  

in  the p a p e r  and  an n o u n cem en ts  o v e r the ra d io , th a t h o m eo w n ers  a r e  w elcom e 

to com e and ge t a l l  the c u ttin g s  they  w ant b e fo re  the r e s t  is  h au led  off a s  

tra sh )  As a  r e s u l t ,  ev e ry b o d y ’s y a rd  in  P o r tla n d /^ n e a r ly  everybodysy^ is 

ab loom  w ith  ro s e s  an d  c a m e lia s .

We thought th a t in  a  m u ch  l e s s e r  w a y , t h a t  cu sto m  m ig h t be b o rro w e d  

in  the D is tr ic t  of C o lum bia . And Libby  Row e who is  on the P lann ing  

C o m m iss io n  s a i d  she w as going to g e t the N atio n al P a rk  S erv ice  to give 

a l l  i ts  l a s t  y e a r  b u lb s , w hich  a r e  no t re p la n te d  b e c a u se  of the heavy  la b o r  

c o s t, in  fa c t  they  don’t p ro d u ce  a s  w e ll the seco n d  y e a r .  She w an ted  to get 

them  g iven  to pub lic  h o using  h e re  in  W ashington , so  the  te n a n ts  

in  P u b lic  H ousing co u ld  p lan t them .

M ary  gave a  sp eech  - liv e ly ^  co m p e te n t, a t t r a c t iv e ,  and show ed h e r  

sp len d id  p ic tu re s .  In a  n u tsh e ll , h e r  p ro g ra m  is,^^m asses  of f lo w ers  w h ere
  

W a t e r ,  lig h ts  and c o lo r / \m a s s e s  of f lo w e rs . T h o se  th re e  

th ings sp e ll  b e a u tif ic a tio n  to M ary .

I  w as s u r p r i s e d  to se e , w hen it  w as o v e r , th a t M ary , th a t m o s t 

s o p h is tic a te d , m o s t  in te llig e n t of w om en, w as a  l i t t le  n e rv o u s  and  u n s u re .

So I d o n 't  m in d  so  m uch i t  happen ing  to m e .

In the la te  a f te rn o o n , I w en t down w ith  L ynda to the th e a tr e ,  to se e  the 

hom e m o v ie s , and  add  som e aud io  to th em , to ex p la in  who, w hen, w hat and  

w h e re , and  m aybe a  w o rd  o r  two of ph ilo sophy  and  b ack g ro u n d .
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It w as a n o th e r  la te  n igh t, i t  w as 10:20 w hen Lyndon cam e hom e fo r  

d in n e r . I 'l l  have to  do so m eth in g  abou t Z ep h y r - h e r  days a r e  too long, 

bu t how c an  I sp eak  of th a t w hen w hat I r e a l ly  ought to do is  so m eth in g  

abou t Lyndon. Only i t 's  so m uch  h a r d e r  to do any th ing  ab o u t h im .

# # # # # # # # #
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