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A ctu a lly  b eg an  a f te r  m id n ig h t. I t w as the seco n d  ro u n d  in  the w a r  of 

n e r v e s .

Y e s te rd a y , in  the m id d le  of the a f te rn o o n , Lyndon h ad  h e a rd  of the 

V ie t Cong a t ta c k  on A m e ric a n  b a r r a c k s  and  o th e r  in s ta l la t io n s  in  South 

V ie t-N a m . He c a lle d  a  S e cu rity  C o u n se l m ee tin g  and  o rd e re d  o u r re sp o n s e  - 

a n  a i r  a t ta c k  a g a in s t  b a r r a c k s  of the V iet Cong. So in  the n ig h t, we w e re  

w aitin g  to h e a r  how the a tta c k  h ad  gone. It c am e , a t  one o 'c lo c k , and  two 

o 'c lo c k , and th re e , and ag a in  a t  five - the r in g  of the phone, the qu ick  re a c h  

fo r  i t ,  and  te n se  q u ie t ta lk , I  h e a rd  l a t e r ,  th a t Cy V ance and G e n e ra l 

W h e e le r  s t ay ed  a t  the P en tag o n  th ro u g h o u t the n igh t, g e ttin g  and giving 

the in fo rm a tio n .

In the m o rn in g  L y n d o n  w as up e a r ly  fo r  an o th e r  m ee tin g  of the N ational 

S e c u r ity  C o u n se l, and  I  go t re a d y  fo r  c h u rc h , no t having  the s lig h te s t  id e a  

w h e th e r  we w ould go o r  no t. B u t he w as th ro u g h  and  we did, ju s t  a  l i t t le  

b e fo re  11, on a  g re y  an d  ra in y  day , to St. M ark s  - G eorge  w ith  u s .

A nd t h e r e  we w e re  in  fo r  one of B ill B a x te r 's  in n o v a tio n s , the U n iv e rs ity  

of M a ry la n d 's  E p isc o p a l Choi r  a  r e jo ic e  M a ss , r a th e r  lik e  a s p ir i tu a l .

I t  w as sung to the a c co m p a n im en t of p iano , g u ita r ,  bongo d ru m s , and  wood 

w in d s . U nconven tional, fu ll of joy , and  r a th e r  th r i l l in g  re a l ly ,  le d  by a v e ry  

lo v e ly  l i t t le  b lond  g i r l ^

£ a t e r ,  I  saw  she h e lp ed  the p ia n is t  up to the a l t a r  to take com m union  

b e c a u se  he w as a  b lin d  boy.

We w en t b a c k  to the co ffee h o u r, an d  th e re  w as L y n d o n 's  n ie c e , R oxanne, 

w ith  the ex c itin g  new s th a t she  w as engaged  to a  Sw iss c it iz e n , a  la w y e r .
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We a sk e d  the M c P h e rso n s  to jo in  u s  fo r lunch , and then B ess  A bell 

cam e o v e r an d  I chose  one of the N o rm an  No r e l l  d re sse s ,- . sh e  h ad  se n t 

down fo r  m e .

A nd then we t r ie d  to m ake up fo r  som e of the s le e p  we d idn ’t ge t.

T he A lb e r t  T h o m a se s , M aria n n e  M eans and  h e r  d a te . E m m et R i o d o n ; 

J a c k  and  M ary  M a rg a re t  jo in ed  u s  fo r  an  e a r ly , pot lu c k  d in n e r . V e ra 

T h o m as a l l  th r i l le d  o v e r the p ro s p e c t  of a  second  g ra n d c h ild  c o m ing th is

s u m m e r , I to ld  h e r  abou t the m o v ies  I h ad  o n   l i t t le  Ann, and  we fixed  

the date as e a r ly  in  sp r in g  of 1940.

I t w as a  te n se  and  shadow ed day, b u t w e 'l l  p ro b ab ly  have to le a r n  to 

liv e  in  the m id d le  o f i t ,  fo r  no t h o u rs  o r  days b u t y e a r s ,  o r  w h a te v e r  the 

te n u re  i s .

# # # # # # # #


