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I t 's  odd, how you c an  g e t so  a n a e s th e tiz e d  by y o u r own p ain  o r  you r 

own p ro b le m  th a t you d o n 't qu ite  fu lly  s h a re  the H ell of som eone c lo se  to 

you.

D ear Lyndon h a s  b een  fac ing  the agony  of h o u r to h o u r d e c is io n s , 

in  a  s itu a tio n  d ead ly  c lo se  to  a  sp re a d in g  w a r , and  I have ju s t  b een  liv in g  

to get th ro u g h  an  in te rv ie w  w ith  U. S. New s and W orld  R e p o rt, on M onday 

m o rn in g , F e b ru a ry  8th, so th a t I knew , b u t d id n 't deep ly  s h a re  h is  

p re d ic a m e n t.

W ell, ev e ry th in g  co m es  and  g o es , and  so d id  th is  in te rv ie w . W hen it

b eg an  a t  11 o 'c lo c k , I w as c u r io u s ly  ca lm  and f a ta l is t ic .  I  r e a d  a  w hole

s tra w  bag  fu ll of in fo rm a tio n , on highw ay p lan tin g , and  c ity  p lann ing , p a rk

m a in te n an c e  and  m e n ta l h e a lth , and  the w ay b e a u tif ic a tio n  tie s  in  w ith  the

p o v e r ty  p ro g ram ,> ^h ro u g h  the u se  o f low  g ra d e  s k il ls ,  a s  w e ll a s  th ink ing  
b a c k

- th ro u g h  a l l  m y  life , to d ec ide  why-1 should  r e a l ly  be so in te re s te d  

in  i t .  T he e x am p le s  of w hat i t  m e an s  to m e p e rso n a lly , th is  im p o rta n c e  

of b e a u t i f ic a t io n , /^  o u r n a tio n .

And then  I  w alked  in to  the T re a ty  Room  and  th e re  w as M r. S u th erlan d , 

who lo o k s r a th e r  lik e  Yul B re n n e r ,  and  abou t five  m o re  peo p le . We s a t  

a ro u n d  p o o r A ndrew  Jo h n so n 's  C ab in e t tab le  and  they  a sk e d  m e q u e s tio n s . 

T h e re  w as a  tape r e c o r d e r  and  a  s te n o g ra p h e r . And th is  la s te d  fo r abou t 

two h o u rs ,  so m e tim e s  fee lin g  th a t I 'd  p u lled  out a  tru e  thought, d r e s s e d  in  

r a th e r  f r e s h  and  in te re s t in g  language - and  so m e tim e s  q u ite  s u re  I w as
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ram b lin g ^ d is jo in te t^ an d  d u ll.

A nd then  i t  w a s ,o v e r  and  B e ss  an d  I h ad  lunch , ta lk ed  abou t the m a il , 

w hich  is  g e ttin g  vo lu m in o u s; th e re  a r e  m o re  than  3500 le t t e r s  the la s t  w eek  

in  J a n u a ry !  The m o ra l  i s  'D o n 't  get sick*.

A n d , of c o u rs e , L u c i 's  m a il  is  run n in g  abou t 5 to I above L y n d a 's , m uch  

of i t  on the C ath o lic  in s tru c t io n s ,  an d  a n g r ily  h o s tile .

I  c a lle d  the L e o n a rd  M a rk s  and  the W a rre n  W oodw ards, and the P a u l 

P o p p le s , an d  the M arv in  W atso n s, to see  if  they  could  com e o v e r  and  sw im  

w ith  m e  w hen the day w as done, knowing fu ll w e ll th a t some of the m en  

w o u ld n 't be th ro u g h  w o rk .

And then  Stu U d all cam e o v e r  abou t 5:30 and  we h ad  abou t an  h o u r 's  

s e s s io n  on the ag en d a  fo r  the b e a u tif ic a tio n  m ee tin g  nex t T h u rsd a y .

And then  down to the pool to M arian  W atson , and L e o n a rd  M ark s  (Dorothy's 

s ick ), the P a u l P o p p le s , and  M ary  Ellen  W oodw ard, W oody to jo in  u s  a s

soon a s  h is  p lan e  g e ts  i n  - -  t o  do 20 la p s  in  the pool, so ak  up the re la x a tio n ,

w ish  th a t Lyndon w e re  doing lik e w ise , and have a  good d r in k  and  h o rs  d 'o e u v e rs  

w h ile  we s h a re d  e x p e r ie n c e s  abou t the in au g u r a l  - and I had  a  chance  to te l l  

each  of them  how happy  th e y 'd  m ade a  lo t of peop le ,

I r e a l ly  c o u ld n 't  th ink  of bu t one m ad  m e m b e r  of C o n g re s s , and  only  

one m a d  c o n s titu e n t - an d  he w as r e a l ly  m o re  h u m o ro u s  than  m ad .

I t 's  obvious th a t Woody is  en joy ing  the p re s t ig e  and  a fflu en ce  of h is  

job  w ith  A m e r ic a n  A ir l in e s .€
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D ear M a rv in  n e v e r  d id  m ake  i t ,  no s u rp r is e  to anybody. So w hen 

ev ery o n e  le f t, I  took M arian  u p s ta i r s  w ith  m e to w a it fo r  h e r  h u sb an d  

^ o t  h e r  s e tt le d  w ith  som e s c ra p  b o oks, and  ju s t  in s is te d  th a t she w a it fo r  

h im  and  have d in n e r  w ith  u s .  M arv in  is  the m o s t c o n s is te n tly  good 

h u m o re d  p e rso n  I know - that^com bined  w ith  b ra in s  and  h e a r t ,  m ake  h im  

so m eb o d y  we n eed  v e ry  m u ch  in  o u r o p e ra tio n , and I w ant to le t  h is  w ife 

know  t h e y ' r e  a p p re c ia te d  and  en joyed .

O ur h u sb an d s f in a lly  cam e o v e r  a t  10:45. I 'd  b een  re a d in g  a  ton of 

b e a u tif ic a tio n  m a il  in  be tw een . And th en  we h ad  a  good B a p tis t b le ss in g  

and  d in n e r , and  to bed .
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