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Lyndon w o rk ed  in  bed , on the t e l e p h o n e , .^  a  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  G e o rg e  

I h e a rd  a  good su m m a ry  of w hat h e ’s try in g  to do. I  su p p o se  he m ea n t fo r 

G eo rg e  to  give i t  a s  a  s o r t  of b a ck g ro u n d   su m m a ry  to n ew sm en , o r  

m ay b e  G eorge  ju s t  n ee d s  to know i t  h im se lf .

He sa id , "We a r e  try in g  to cu t pff^the b a rn a c le s  off of th is  g o v e rn m en t. 

You c a n 't  ru n  a  V e te ra n s  H o sp ita l th a ts  g o tten  down to 60 bed s  and  is  in  an  

out-of-the w a y  to w n , w h ere  you c a n 't  g e t the s p e c ia l is ts  you n eed , bu t e v e ry  

tim e  I  c u t one ou t, I  ge t H e ll fro m  the C o n g re s sm e n , and I 'm  going to get 

H ell fo r  cu tting  ou t the 4th  c la s s  P o s t  O ffices , and  the m a il  c a r r i e r s .  I  cu t 

fo re ig n  a id  down fro m  49 to  33,^

( I  sp e n t the m o rn in g  rea d in g  m y  b e a u tif ic a tio n  m a te r ia l ,  and  ta lk ing  w ith  

L iz  C a rp e n te r  an d  S e c re ta ry  U d all abou t the agenda  fo r  the m ee tin g .

S om etim e in  the m o rn in g , th e re  w as m o re  om inous new s fro m  V ie t N am . 

An a tta c k  on b a r r a c k s .

In the a f te rn o o n  I h ad  a  len g th y  and  u n p ro d u c tiv e  s ta ff  m e e tin g  w ith  

L iz , B e ss  an d  C h r is t in e  S tu g ard  - n o b o d ies  fa u lt b u t m in e . I 'm  s im p ly  n o t 

c lick in g .

Lyndon h ad  no lu n ch , I se n t him  o v e r  a  bow l of soup ju s t  a s  in s u ra n c e , 

ab o u t a  q u a r te r  to th re e ,  an d  he d id  n o t com e hom e fo r  a  nap .

L a te  in  the a f te rn o o n , fee lin g  the w a lls  c lo s in g  in  on m e , I w ent w alk ing  

a ro u n d  the sou th  g ro u n d s w ith  H im .

C ' A bout s ix  o 'c lo c k ,  c a r s  b eg an  to d r iv e  in , I re c o g n iz e d  the m e m b e rs  of

the S e c u rity  C ouncil and  Senate L e a d e rs .  Buz W h eele r, M cN am ara , M cC one.
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I w en t u p s ta i r s  and  g re e te d  them  in  the Y ellow  R oom . Lyndon h ad  to ld  

m e he w ould be o v e r in  a  m in u te . He is  re m a in in g  c u r io u s ly  c a lm , bu t I 

know i t  m u s t be a t  a  p r ic e .

H ad a  w o n d erfu l ta lk  w ith  L u c i, who is  d is tra u g h t b e c a u se  the p a p e r

sa id  y e s te rd a y  t h a t  G eorgetow n w as h e r  f i r s t  c h o ice ,  a n d  she th inks th a t
^  th a t

th ey 'v e  b een  so good to h e r  a t  M arq u e tte , no t even  cash in g  h e r  ch eck , t h a t

a cc o m p an ie d  h e r  a p p lic a tio n  b e cau se  th ey  d idn’t w an t i t  to b eco m e a  m a tte r

of pub lic  know ledge th a t she w as app ly ing . She co m p o sed  the m o s t w o n d erfu lly

u n  d e rs ta n d in g  l e t t e r  to the F a th e r  'who h ead s  the school,.?fhat I w an ted  to

h i r e  h e r  to handle  m y  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  - and  I know h is  opin ion  of h e r  w ill

_ r i s e .

She gave m e one of h e r  long s e rm o n s  inc lud ing  h e r  a n a ly s is  of h e r  

r e la t io n s  w ith  L y nda. She th inks L ynda is  too dependen t on u s , th a t the  

s i lv e r  ch o rd  b in d s  h e r  too tig h tly , th a t she n e v e r  shou ld  pf le f t  the  U n iv e rs ity  

o f T e x a s , w h ere  she w as ab o u t to a c h iev e  a  c e r ta in  s o r t  o f in d ep en d en ce .

' know s, having  h e r  h e r e ,^ o r  th is  w hole y e a r , ^ a s  the g r e a te s t  joy to

m e an d  h e r  f a th e r ,  an d  m u s t have m e a n t so m eth in g  to h e r ,  in te lle c tu a lly , 

s o c ia lly . I t  w as a n  e x p e r ie n c e , a  m o s t unique p a r t  of grow ing up, b u t I 'm  

r e a l ly  g lad  th a t s h e 's  m ade h e r  d e c is io n  to r e tu rn  to the U n iv e rs ity  in  

S e p te m b e r .

I e m e rg e d  fro m  m y  a n a ly s is  s e s s io n  w ith  L u c i to find  the g u es ts  

d e p a r te d  an d  M cG eorge Bundy lin g e rin g  w ith  Lyndon. He a sk e d  h im  to c a ll  

M a ry  and  s ta y  fo r  d in n e r . I ’m a lw ay s d e lig h ted  a t  any  h o u r sp en t w ith  th em . 

H e 's  one of the b r ig h te s t  m en  I 'v e  e v e r  m e t.
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I suppose  w hat I 'm  re a l ly  looking fo r ,  fo r  L ynda to m a r ry ,  i s  a  25 

y e a r  o ld  M cG eorge Bundy.

Lyndon gave a  w o rd  p ic tu re  of G e o rg e 's  unhappy re la t io n  w ith the 

c a rn iv e ro u s  p r e s s .  He sa id , "H e 's  lik e  a  co u n try  dog. He ru n s , th e y 'l l  

e a t h im  up . A nd if  he s tan d s  s t i l l ,  th e y 'l l  m e s s  him  up . "

M ac and M ary , a n d  I, en joyed  im m e n se ly , h is  c o lo rfu l d e s c r ip tio n s  

of m an y  on the public  s ce n e  today. B ut a lw ays th e re  is  w eigh t and  b u rd e n , 

an  a lm o s t tan g ib le  e x p e r ie n c e .

# # # # # #
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