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Began slow ly with w ork at m y desk, lunch on a tray, a walk  

around the grounds, and then the big event of the day. Tea for the com m ittee  

on beautification .

How m any things are launched under the nam e of a tea! I m et everyone  

in the B lue R oom . Old fr ien ds - M ary L a sk er ,  and Libby Rowe, chairm an

of the N ational Planning C om m ission; and Mrs. Milo  P erk in s. Stuart U dall, the
1 )

r ea l captain of this project; C ity P lanner V ictor Gruen; and m a ster  arch itect, 

N athaniel Ow in gs, father of the Pennsylvania Avenue plan; W alter W ashington, 

head of Public H ousing here; Mr. C om m ission er W alter Tobriner; C harles  

H orsky, the White H ouse ad v isor for National C apitol A ffa irs; Barney  

Bouton, he u sed  to be head of GSA, and has now gone on to be head of the 

N ational Organ iz ation of Home B u ild ers ,  a  man who m ust have been a 

su rp r ise  to som e of those s ittin g  th ere, Adam R u m o sh o sk i, D irector of 

M arketing for the A m erican  P etroleum  Institute. What are  there m ore of

*2- A
than fillin g  s ta tio n s!  And if  each  of them , or m any of them , should adopt

even the idea  of n ea tn ess , what a boon it  wou ld be for the city , and it  would

be grea t i f   they had a m inim um  of landscaping and som e ex ce llen ce  in

d esign . And B ill R ogers, P resid en t o f the F ed era l C ity C ounsel. He used

to be P resid en t E isen h ow er's A ttorney G eneral. Katie L ouchheim ^no

m eetin g  would be com plete without her;  p r e tty  and bright T on y Chayer; Adm iral

N eil P h illip s , P resid en t of the C om m ittee of 100 for the F ed era l C ity.

What a lo t of organizations there are a lready working on this.' M rs. Kitty
Capital

H aines, P resid en t of the N ational Capital Garden Club League, and friend of Buford



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S B I N O T O N

T hursday, February 11, 1965 Page 2

Ellington; and B ill Waldron, C hairm an of the F ine A rts C om m ission , so  

fr ien d ly  and lik eab le . And that number one con serv a tio n ist, Laure n ce  

R o ck efe ller .

F o rtified  with tea, we went into the Red R oom , and Stuart and I sat 

on the couch, w ith everybody e ls e  in a c ir c le  around u s, and I began, a la s ,  

by reading (and h erein  l ie s  one of m y great d issa tis fa c tio n s  with m y se lf)  

the statem ent that I had in m y hand. Fortunately, the f ir s t  p a r t /w a s  reading  

a B r itish  d ip lom at's account, back in  1913, of what  Washington  looked  lik e |

^ t  had ju st com e out in  the paper the other day s o , hopefully, it didn't 

seem  too awkward to be reading,

"Your adm irable r iv er , the Potom ac, i s  quite as beautifu l,"  sa id  the 

diplom at, "as that which adjoins any of the cap ita l c it ie s  of Europe, except, 

o f co u rse , C onstantinople, with its  B o p h o r u s .  No European c ity  has 

so  noble a ca ta ra ct a s  the great fa lls .  You have such a chance for building  

]f^a. superb cap ito l, that it would be an act o f ingratitude to Providence and 

to h isto ry , and to the m en who plan the city , if  you did not u se  the advantages  

that you h ere enjoy. " He ended with the pred iction , "Someday the people  

are going to se t  the true va lu es on th ese  th ings. "

Then I went on to say  that "I think I have h ere in front of m e today, you, 

who se t  the true value on th ese  th ings, and to talk about what we m ight do to 

im plem ent, to supplem ent, and to be a ca ta ly st for action." I told them a bit
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about m y m a il and read the w ire from  the V ice-M ayor of Norfolk. They 

are going to send  u s 500 a za lea  bushes for our plans, b ecau se L uci is  their  

a za lea  queen th is year.

And there w as a le tter  from  S ecretary  Freem an that told m e that there 

w as ava ilab le , o u t  of the Departm ent of A g ricu ltu re's  inventory of shrubs, 

quite a few  hundreds of a z a le a s , m agn olias, rhododendron.

I talked about som e sp ec ific  th ings, big and litt le , that we could do - 

m ake a show ca se  of beauty on the M all t h a t  would be u sed  by the A m erican  

peopler"  instead of just looked at. Take the sm a ll tr ian g les and squares  

w ith  which W ashington abounds, and that now are quite b arren  except for 

a d isp ir ited  sprig  of g r a ss , and m aybe one tottering and put shrubs

and flo w ers in  som e of them , through the volunteer help of neighborhood  

a sso c ia tio n s  or b u sin ess  f irm s (it would take som e cutting of red  tape to 

do that), and perh|ips have a volunteer com m ittee o f landscape a rch itec ts  to 

draw up p lans, so that there would be continuity and good taste  and w ise  

choice of p lants.

And then I turned it  over to Stuart Udall, who began to e l ic it  from  a ll 

the m em b ers  t h e ir  su g g estio n s. It w as about a B plus m eeting; liv e ly  

in te r e st , and m any good su g gestion s.
4. ■ T . .

B ill Walt o n 's   w as that we adopt New York Avenue a s  w ell a s  the M all. 

It ended with the appointm ent of sm a ll com m ittees by Stuart Udall, to com e  

back with su g g estio n s, in  their separate f ie ld s , as  to how to proceed . 

H opefully, w e 'll  have another m eetin g  in three w eek s, get down to the
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su g g estio n s , and I hope som etim e in M arch, planting done.

Of co u rse , the rea l r isk  we run i s  j u st bogging down in con versation s  

and com m ittee m eetin g s.

A litt le  p ast s ix  we adjourned, went out. into the m arble foyer , w here  

there w e te  se t  up huge ch arts, m aps of the c ity , in front of which groups 

of us had p ictu res m ade, pointing out the M all, or the Potom ac, or other 

target a r e a s .

And then, I rushed u p sta irs , about 6;20, and the bu tlers and I w ere  

going to be equally busy, getting ready for the 6:30 m eeting, the second  

C on gression a l reception , 

z"' T his tim e w e  m et them in the E ast Room , and then went into the

G reen Room to have our p ictu res m ade. They w ere s t i l l  tidying up in  the 

R ed Room from  the com m ittee  m eeting 30 m inutes b e fo re /
appalled

I had taken a look  at the gu est l i s t  e a r lie r  in  the day, and to

see  what the L incoln w eekend does to such a reception , b ecau se there w ere  

a s  m any reg r e ts  as  there w ere accep ta n ces. The only thing to be sa id  for  

it, is  that at le a s t  we invite them  to  a   sm a ll party at the White House! T his  

w ill, no doubt, be the sm a lle s t  party am ong the C on gression a l recep tion s.

On the l i s t  I had found som e old fr ien d s - H elen Mahon; Lindy B oggs,

I had ca lled  and asked  th e m ,/if  the b riefin g  continued after the m ovie w as  

over, would they be good enough to te ll an anecdote about the f ir s t  tim ^ th e  

m o st m em orab le time,/^the m ost am using time^they had spent at the White 

H ouse.
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W e’d taken a few le s so n s  from  the f ir s t  reception , to warm  this one 

up a b it. In m y invitation  to the la d ie s  t o  c om e down to watch the m ov ie ,

I m ade it  v er y  c lea r  that if  anyone had not seen  the second  floor , they w ere  

m o st w elcom e to do so . Hom er Gruenther w as standing by to conduct them , 

and they could join us in the m o v ie   w henever they fin ished . S everal chose  

to do th is.

Then, when the m ovie ended, we got som e good audience participation  

±Krx when H elen and Lindy told their s to r ie s , and I w as rea lly  so rry  that 

I had just gotten the word that the b riefin g  w as over and the m en w a itin g , 

b ecau se everybody lik es  to te ll their own story . But I did give tim e for one 

( ' m ore story , this being Ruth B u rleso n 's  tale of their f ir s t  trip to the White

House - Omar,  in h is co lleg e  tux, thinking it  w as going to sp lit any m inute 

in  stra teg ic  p la ce s , and she w as a w onderful exam ple to a ll of u s, about 

what a d ifferen ce it  m a k es, even  in te llin g  a sim ple story , if  you know how  

to speak, have p resen ce , good d iction , a v e in  of hum or.

Then u p sta irs  to join the m en in  the State Dining R oom . Our old fr ien d s, 

the Paul Jones from  the 81st Club w ere  there; the H arold Johnsons from

IPC alifornia; old tim ers  Claude and M ildred Pepper; the H arley S taggers. In 

.the m iddle of it, Lyndon w as suddenly gone, and returned about 30 m inutes  

la te r , having m ade an unexpected trip  over to the State D epartm ent, w here  

V irgin ia  Rusk, with G eorge B a ll standing in  for the Secretary , w as having  

r  a recep tion  for D ip lom ats. He can touch m ore b a se s , m ore quickly, than
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n early  anyone I know!

About 9 o 'c lock  we went u p sta ir s , Lyndon taking with him the Mahons 

and the H um phreys, who are in  jeopardy for 10 nights along with u s . I 

brought the W atsons with m e a few  m inutes la ter; and Jerry  Josephs, and 

F red  G ates, sp ec ia l fr ien ds of H ubert’s , joined us for a drink. And then 

M uriel and J erry  departed on a la d ie s  trip to New York, shopping and 

b a lle t. H ubert's leav ing  tom orrow  to shoot quail, I think, in  South C arolina. 

He enjoys life  m ore than n early  anyone I know.

The r e s t  of us sat down to dinner about 10, everybody congratulating  

G eorge Mahon on the sw iftn ess with which h is  com m ittee is  handling the 

b u s in e s s . He had just played 18 h o les  of golf. He is  a Texan who has  

grown with the y e a r s , in  pow er, in  a ttra c tiv en ess , and good, so lid  in form a-

tion.

Humphrey sa id  that the Cabinet m eetin g  w as the m o st tingling exp er ien ce . 

While Lyndon and Hubert w ere talking, I w as rather sta rtled  to hear him say  

som ething that I h eard  so  often, but did not r e a lly  exp ect to com e out o f h is  

motith in front of anyone e ls e .  "I'm not tem peram entally  equipped to be 

C om m ander - in -C h ie f   he sa id . T hey w ere talking about the c r is is  in 

V iet-N am , and the long nights w ith phone c a lls  about p lanes going out and  

c a su a lt ie s , the n e c e s s ity  of giving o rd ers , that would produce, God knows 

what cataclysm ic r e su lts . He sa id , "I'm too sen tim en ta l to give the orders.'"
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Som ehow I could not w ish  him not to hurt when he g iv es  the o rd ers .
who

Buford E llin gton /is going to take the job as head of the O ffice of 

E m ergen cy  M anagem ent, joined us about 10 o 'c lock . It w ill be wonderful 

to have him  h ere in W ashington, to lean  on him anyw ays.

Everybody w as gone  a lit t le  past e le v e n  It had been  a u sefu l, p leasant  

evening.

# # # # # F


