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L in c o ln ’s B ir th d a y  m a rk e d  a  f i r s t  in  the  W hite H o u se - - a  c e le b r a -

tio n  of L in c o ln 's  B ir th d a y  by  in v itin g  L in co ln  s c h o la r s ,  L in co ln  h is to r ia n s ,  

a c to r s  v9ho p lay ed  th e  p a r t  of L in co ln , C iv il W ar b u ffs , e s p e c ia lly  h ead s  of 

th e  C iv il W ar C en ten n ia l C o m m iss io n s  in  m an y  S ta te s  t o  t h e  W hite H ouse 

fo r  lu n ch eo n . I t  w as D r .  E r ic  G o ld m an 's  id ea , and  a  v e ry  im ag in a tiv e  one, 

and  a s  I r e a d  th e  m a il  so m e t im e  a f te r  i t  took  p la c e , no s o c ia l  even t in  th e  

W hite H ouse has  b ro u g h t fo r th  m o re  w a rm  g ra titu d e  f ro m  the  peop le  who 

p a r t ic ip a te d .

I t b eg an  w ith  Lyndon re c e iv in g  the  G old M edal of th e  U . S .  C iv il 

W ar C en ten n ia l C o m m iss io n  in  th e  E a s t  R oom , and th en  we m e t the  g u es ts  

in  th e  B lu e  R oom . A m ong th e  111 w e re  M a jo r  G e n e ra l U . S .  G ra n t III, 

w hose s i s t e r  had  b e e n  b o rn  in  the  W hite H ouse and  w hose fa th e r  had  b een  

a s s ig n e d  to  s e rv e  w ith  G e n e ra l C u s te r .  H is to r ia n  B ru c e  C atton , P a ul  

H o rg an , O liv e r  J e n se n , M a rk  v an  D o ren , m an y  U n iv e rs ity  p ro fe s s o r s
I

w ho se  s p e c ia lty  w as L in co ln , and  am ong th e m  F ra n k  Vandi v e r  o f R ice  

U n iv e rs i ty  in  H o u sto n . A c to rs  G re g o ry  P e c k  and  R aym ond M a ss ie , who 

had  p lay ed  th e  g ra n ite - fa c e d  L in c o ln . And D ire c to rs  of th e  C iv il W ar 

C en ten n ia l C o m m iss io n s  of m an y  S ta te s .  I  a c tu a lly  r a n  upon an  A lab am a 

c o u s in . D r .  A . B . M oore  of th e  U n iv e rs ity  of A lab am a, who is  m a r r ie d  

to  one of the  M y ric k s  and h ead ed  the  A lab am a  C o m m iss io n  - -  and  we had
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M y ric k  fa m ily  re u n io n s  in  A utuaga C ounty!

O ne of the  h is to r ia n s  o ffe re d  to  sen d  m e a l e t t e r  w r itte n  b y  

M a ry  Todd L in co ln  to  hang in  the  L in co ln  R oom . We u sed  th e  R o o sev e lt, 

W ilso n  and  T ru m a n  ch in a , and  e ach  ro u n d  ta b le  had  in  th e  m id d le  a  

p ie c e  of th e  L in co ln  ch in a , and  i ts  d eep  p u rp le  w as r e f le c te d  in  th e  

f lo w e rs  - -  h e a th e r ,  i r i s ,  f r e e s ia ,  c h ry sa n th e m u m s .

L y n d o n 's  sp e e c h  w as m e a s u re d , c a lm , s tro n g , and  v e ry  

n e a r ly  g r e a t .  "T h e  m e m o ry  of L in co ln  is  sh ro u d ed  in  leg en d  and hope, ” 

he sa id , ’’B u t h is  ch a llen g e  to  us sounds c le a r ly  a c r o s s  th e  y e a r s  - -  

lo v e  ju s t ic e ,  ex tend  l ib e r ty ,  r e m e m b e r  you m a y  be  w rong  b u t a c t  w hen 

you b e lie v e  you a r e  r i g h t . " I w as p ro u d  of th e  w hole day , and  I th in k  

ev en  M a ry  M c G ro ry  w as im p re s s e d .  L a te r  sh e  w ro te  th a t  Jo h n so n  

had  k idnapped  L in co ln , ta k en  h im  aw ay f ro m  th e  R ep u b lican  P a r ty ,  

s te a lin g  th e i r  l a s t  o rn a m e n t o f g lo ry , a s  if  i t  w e r e n 't  enough to  d e fe a t 

th e m  so  ro u n d ly  l a s t  N o v em b er.

In th e  m id d le  of lu n ch  I th o u g h t w h at an  au d ien ce  to  ta k e  up 

to  th e  L in co ln  R oom , s e n t Lyndon a  n o te , a sk e d  if  I cou ld , and  th e r e -

a f te r  i t  w as a  ra m b lin g , c a s u a l,  unp lanned  b u t qu ite  d e lig h tfu l, luncheon  

p a r t y  th e  g u e s ts  th e m se lv e s  be in g  m o s t  u n u su a l, and  so h ap p ily
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a p p re c ia tiv e  th a t  i t  r e jo ic e d  m y  h e a r t .

W hen we f in ish ed  lu n ch  I w en t up to  th e  L in co ln  R oom  and peop le  

d r if te d  in  and  ou t, M r. K etch uam and I  giving a  l i t t le  w ord  p ic tu re  of the 

h is to r y  and  u s e s  of th e  ro o m  th en  and  now, u n til  ev ery b o d y  d e p a r te d  to  

g e t in  th e  b u se s  to  go to  the  L in co ln  M e m o ria l, w h e re  Lyndon w as to  

p la c e  a  w re a th . I t  added  i ts  own s p e c ia l  lu s te r  to  o u r life  in  th e  W hite 

H o u se , th is  day  d id .

W hen th ey  w e re  gone, I m e t  M rs .  A rc h ib a ld  B ro w n  and  M rs .

E th e l S m ith  to  b eg in  th e  p ro je c t  of r e d oing th e  W est H a ll, o u r  l i t t le
\

liv in g  ro o m , d o le fu lly  in  n eed  of new fa b r ic s  and  c o lo r ,  v e ry  m u ch  th e  

s te p c h ild  o f th e  ho u se  b u t y e t th e  m o s t u sed  a r e a .  I ta lk e d  abou t w hat 

I  lik e d , show ed M rs .  B ro w n  p ic tu re s  o f th e  r o o m s ^ th e  h o m es--I 'd  lik ed  

an d  of th e  ro o m s  th a t  I  w as fo n d es t o f h e r e ,  and  m ad e  a s  c le a r  a  p ic tu re  

o f w hat I w an ted  a s  I  cou ld . She w ill r e tu r n  in  a  w eek  w ith  s a m p le s .

A t fiv e  o 'c lo c k  I had  a  m e e tin g  w ith  C la rk  C liffo rd  and  B ill  

H ea th  on th a t  p h an to m  th a t  I w an t to  c lo th e  w ith  f le sh , the  Lyndon B a in es  

Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y .  B i l l  H ea th  p re s e n te d  us w ith  a  p ro p o sa l th a t  is  a lm o s t 

too  g re a t  to  c o m p re h e n d . T he U n iv e rs ity  of T ex as  w an ts  Lyndon to  p u t 

h is  p a p e r s  th e r e ,  and th e y  p ro p o se  lan d , a  b u ild in g , and  a  School o f
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P o li t ic a l  S c ie n c e , o r  P u b lic  A ffa ir s ,  to  be  n am ed  a f te r  h im . I t w ould 

invo lve  th e  e x p en d itu re  of som e s ix  o r  so  m illio n  d o lla rs  and  th e  se ttin g  

a s id e  of a n o th e r  tw elv e  to  m a in ta in  th e  S choo l. I t m u s t be  e x p lo re d  f ro m  

m an y  a n g le s , b u t i t  is  a  so lu tio n  I  a t  once know I w an t to  r e a c h .  B u sb y  

s a t  w ith  us  and  w as fu ll of good id e a s  and  good ju d g m en t.

Lyndon cam e hom e fo r  d in n e r  ab o u t n in e , and  I  to ld  h im  w hat 

w e 'd  d one . He s a id , "W hy d o n 't you g e t B ill  H eath  fo r  d in n e r? "  I  o b -

s e rv e d  th a t  lo ts  o f peop le  w e re  in  b ed  b y  n in e , and  s u re  enough, w hen I 

c a lle d  B il l  H ea th  a t  h is  h o te l, I  th in k  he had  gone to  b e d . B u t n e v e r th e le s s  

he  c am e  q u ick ly  an d  we s a t  down to  d in n e r  a t  e lev en  - -  B ill ,  Lyndon,

L ynda B ird  and D ave. We ta lk e d  u n til 12:30, B il l  o u tlin ing  h is  p lan s  

to  Lyndon and  Lyndon show ing f a r  m o re  in te r e s t  in  the  e s ta b lis h m e n t 

o f the  S choo l th an  in  any th ing  r e la te d  to  the  L ib r a r y .  We ta lk e d  about 

th e  d iff ic u lty  o f g e ttin g  c o m p e ten t m en  to  s e rv e  in  th e  g o v e rn m en t. He 

s a id  how w o n d erfu l i t  w ould be  i f  he could  c a l l  upon w e l l - tr a in e d  m en  fo r  

th e  C ab in e t o r  fo r  A gency  jo b s  - -  f ro m  T e x as , f ro m  th e  S ou thw est, f ro m  

th e  S ou th . He sa id , " I t 's  aw ful h a rd  fo r  m e  to  g e t a  c o m p e ten t m a n  fo r  

a  g o v e rn m e n t o ffice  u n le s s  he co m es f ro m  W isco n sin  o r  H a rv a rd  o r  

C a lifo rn ia . S peak ing  of h im se lf , he sa id , "I ju s t  b ro k e  th ro u g h  w hen 

th e y  le f t  th e  g a te s  o p e n ."  And of C a lifo rn ia  he s a id , "T h e  w hole a irp la n e
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in d u s try  w en t to  C a lifo rn ia  b e c a u se  one p r o fe s s o r  w ent th e r e ,  an  em in en t 

a u th o r ity  in  th a t  f ie ld , and  th e  in d u s try  fo llow ed h im ."  You could  r e a l ly  

g e t caugh t up in  h is  e n th u s ia sm  fo r  t r a in in g  th e  b ra in s  o f T e x as , fo r  

b rin g in g  o th e rs  th e r e  f ro m  a l l  o v e r th e  w o rld . He ta lk e d  of the  people  

he  w ould lik e  to  g e t to  com e down to  le c tu r e  if  su ch  a  School e v e r  b ecam e  

a  r e a l i ty  in  h is  l i fe t im e . I t  w as a  glow ing, w o n d erful  even ing . If only 

so m eth in g  r e a l  cou ld  com e about f ro m  i t  w ith in  five  y e a rs !
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