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Friday, February 12th
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Lincoln's Birthday marked a first in the White House # celebra-

tion of Lincoln's Birthday by inviting Lincoln scholars, Lincoln historians,
actors who played the part of Lincoln, Civil War buffs, especially heads of
the Civil War Centennial Commissions in many States .%the White House
fo:f luncheon. It was Dr. Eric Goldman's idea, and a very imaginative one,
and as I read the mail some time atfter it took place, no social event in the
White House has brought forth more warm gratitude from the people who

participated.
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It b;gan with Lyndon receiving the Gold Medal of the U. S, Civil

War Centennial Commission in the East Room, and theﬁ we met the éuests
in the Blue Rbom. Among the 111 were Major General U, S, Grant III,
whose sister had been born in the White Housé and whose father ha.d.been
assigned to serve with General Custer. Historian Bruce Catton, Paul
Horgan, Oliver Jensen, Mark van Doren, many University professors
whose specialty was Lincoln,' and among them Frank Vand}ver of Rice

~ University in Houston. Actors Gregory Peck a.nd Raymond Massie, who
had played the granite-faced Lincoln.  And Directors of the Civil War
Centennial Commaissions of many States. I actually ran upon an Alabama

@‘\ cousin.' Dr. A, VB. Moore of the University of Alabama, who is married
~— to one of the Myricks and headed the Alabama Commission -- and we had
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Friday, February 12th (continued)

Myrick family reunions in Autuaga County.{
One of the historians offered to send me a letter written by
Mary Todd Lincoln to‘ha.ng in the Lincoln Rpom. Wé used the Roosevelt,
Wilson and Truman china, and each rtsund table had.in the middle a
piece of the Lincoln china, and ifs deep purpi: was reflected in the
flowers -- heather, iris, freesia, "chrysa.nthemums.
Lyndon's speech was measured, calm, strong, and very
e nearly great. '"The memory of Lincoln is shrouded in legeﬁd and hope, "
he ~said, "But his challénge to us sounds clearly across the years --
love justice, extend liberty, remember you may be wrong but act when
you believe you are right." I was proud of the whole day, and I think
even Mary McGrory was impressed. Later she wrote that Joh;'xson
had kidné.ppea Lincoln, taken him away from the Republican Party,
stealing their last ornament of glory, as if i;: weren't enough to defeat
tﬁem so roundly last Nc;vember. | |
In the middle of lunch I théught what an ap.dience to take up
to the Lincoln Room, sent Lyndon a note, asked if I could, and there-
after it was a rambling, ca.sﬁal, unplanned but quite delightful, luncheon
(}.\ party, the guests themselves be'ir;g most unusual, and so happily
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Friday, February 12th (continued)

appreciatiw}e that it rejoiced my heart.

When we finished lunch I went up to the Lincoln Room and péople
drifted in and out, M1;. Ketchum and I giving a little word picture of the
history and uses of the room then and now, until everybody departed to
get in the buses to go to the Lincoln Memorial, where Lyndon was to
place a wreath. It added its own special luster to our life in the White
House, this day did. )

When timey were gone, I met Mrs. Archibald B'rown and Mrs,
Ethel Smith to begin the i)roject of re:doing the West Hall, our little

living room, dolefully in need of new fabrics and color, very much the

stepchild of the house but yet the most used area. I talked about what

—
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I liked, showed Mrs. Brown pictures of the rooms  the homes I'd liked
and of the rooms that I was fondest of here, and made as clear a picture

of what I wanted as I could. She will return in a week with samples.

At five o'clock I had a meeting with Clark Clifford and Bill

. Heath on that phantom that I want to clothe with flesh, the Liyndon Baines

"Johnson Library. Bill Heath presented us with a proposal that is almost

too great to comprehend. The University of Texas wants Lyndon to put
his pa.pei-s there, and they propose land, a building, and a School of
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Friday, February 12th (continued)

Political Science, or Public Affairs, to be named after him. It would
involve the expenditure of some six or so million dollars and the settiﬁg
aside of another twelve to maintain the School. It must b.e explored from
many a.ngies, but it is a solution I at once know I want to reach. Busby
sat with us and was_fuil of good ideas and good judgment.

Lyndon came home for dinner about nine, and I told him what
we'd done. He said, '"Why don't yc;u get Bill Heath :Eof dinner ?'' I ob~
served that lots of people were in bed by nine, and sure énough, wh.en I
called Bill Heath at his hotel, I think he had gone to bed. But nevertheless
he came quickly and we sat down to dinnér at eleven ~-- Bill, Liyndon,
Lynda Bird and Dave. We talked until 12:30, Bill outlining his plans
to Lyndon and Lyndon showing far more interest in the establishment
of the School thaﬁ ‘in anyth:'mg related to the Library. We talkeci about
the diff.iculty‘ of getting competent men to serve in the government, He
said how wonderful it would be if he could ca:11 upon well-trained men for
the Cabinet or for Agency jobs -~ from Texas, from the Southwest, from
the South. He said, "It's awful hard fof me to get a competent man for
a government office uﬂess he comes from Wisconsin or Harvard or
California. Speaking of himself, | he said, "I just broke through when
they left the gates open." And of California he said, '"The whole airplane
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Friday, February 12th (continued)

industry went to California because one professor went there, an eminent
authority in that field, and the industry followed him." You could reaily
get caught up in his enthusiasm for training the brains of Texas, for
bringing others there from all over the world. He talked of the people
he woulld"like to get to come down to lecture if such a School ever became
a reality in his lifetime. It was a glowing, wonderful evening. If only

something real could come about from it within five years.




