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It w as a  b ea u tifu l day. I began  to fe e l s t i r  c ra z y . I t 's  qu ite  p o ss ib le  

to liv e  w ith in  th e se  w a lls , bu t I w an ted  to get out, get e x e rc is e ,  and see  

p eo p le .

I c a lle d  M arg ie  M c N a m a ra , she c am e  down abou t 12 and we w alked  

a ro u n d  the g ro u n d s , w h ere  the f i r s t  fa in t sw ellin g  of the buds is  beg inn ing , 

an d  the b u lb s  a r e  up , ju s t  a  b ra v e  inch  of g re e n . Then we d id  a  l i t t le  

d e to u r , th ro u g h  the o ffices  of the W est Wing, w h ere  p a r t it io n s  a r e  going 

in , and  som e d e c o ra tin g  an d  re fu rb ish in g , by  the gu idance of B ill W alton, 

and  the p ro d d in g  of B usby.

We w en t in to  the r a th e r  d e je c te d  looking  F is h  R oom , w hich h a s  no 

p e r s o n a li ty  a t  a l l ,  and ought to  look  lik e  a  v e ry  d is tin g u ish e d  m e n 's  c lub , 

p e rh a p s  the l ib r a r y  of one, b e c a u se  i t  is  the w aiting  room  fo r  the P re s id e n t ,  

w h e re  ev e ry b o d y  who co m es to s e e  h im  g e ts  put, so m e tim e s  fo r  a  r a th e r  

len g th y  s ta y , u n til  they  go in  fo r  th e ir  c o n fe re n c e . I  re m e m b e r  hav ing   

w aited  h e re  once, w ith  the c a m e l d r iv e r  fro m  P a k is ta n , to see  P re s id e n t  

K ennedy. I t  n eed s  c o lo r ,  p ro b ab ly  som e r ic h  re d , and  p e rso n a li ty , som e 

in te re s t in g ,  h is to r ic a l  o b je c ts  of a r t ,  o r  so m e p e rso n a l m e m en to e s  of the 

p r e s e n t  h o ld e r  of the o ffice .

B ut a la s ,  t h e r e 's  so  m uch  to be done!

T hen  M arg ie  and  I  w ent o v e r to bow l, w h ere  L ynda and  Dave jo in ed  u s . 

A nd, I b ro k e  a  h u n d re d  - ch a lk in g  up  101 on the f i r s t  gam e ! It w as good 

ju s t  to s t r e tc h  m u s c le s .  We f in ish e d  up two g am es  ju s t  in  tim e  to com e 

b a c k  and  have an  o m e le t abou t 2:30.
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No w o rd  fro m  Lyndon. I w as abou t to sen d  him  o v e r so m e soup, w hen

I go t the w o rd  th a t he had  a s k e d  fo r som e d e s s e r t ,  tap io ca .

W hat w ill we do. Z ep h y r and  I, w hen he e a ts  so m uch of i t ,  he  can

no lo n g e r  s tan d  i t .

In the la te  even ing , w hen I  w as w ork ing  in  m y  study , L u c i, lo v e ly  a s

the f i r s t  jonqu il of sp r in g  i n  a  yellow  la c e  d re ss / '^ cam e  in  to see  m e . We

h ad  a  m o s t p r e c i o u s  h o u r, and  i t 's  odd how we have h ad  m o re  of them  s in ce

we m oved  in to  th is  h o u se  t h a n  I r e m e m b e r  in  a l l  o u r y e a rs  to g e th e r  - Lyndâ s
w hen

and  Luci's , and m in e . L u c i w as no t a m u se d , when 1 o ffe re d  h e r  a  h a n d k e rc h ie f ,

b e c a u se  the d r e s s  w as qu ite  low  in  the bosom . She w as on h e r  w ay to the

w in te r  dance a t  N ational C a th e d ra l School, so le ly  out of duty , and  no t out

of e a g e r  a n tic ip a tio n . B ut, she sa id , she p lanned  to m ak e  h e r  p re se n c e  fe lt,

to sp ea k  sw ee tly  to ev e ry o n e  of the te a c h e rs  th a t she saw , and  a l l  o f h e r

c la s s m a te s  w hile  she w as th e re  - s ta y  a  s h o r t  w h ile , and  then  leav e  fo r  m o re

a m u sin g  f ie ld s .  L u c i genu inely  a p p re c ia te s  w hat the schoo l h a s  done fo r  h e r

and  w an ts  to re p a y  them  by show of c la s s  s p ir i t ,   su ch  a s  a tte n d  th is

d an ce , an d  hav ing  h e r  h is to ry  c la s s  o v e r  fo r  a  s p e c ia l to u r  of the W hite H ouse,

and  I do th ink  th a t i ts  a s  m u ch , and  p e rh a p s  m o re  out of d e fe re n c e  to  N ational

C a th e d ra l  an d  th e ir  u n d e rs ta n d in g  an d  h a rd  w o rk  w ith  h e r ,  a s  i t  is  out of 
h e r

c a r e  fo r /p a re n ts  fe e lin g s , th a t L u c i do es  no t in s i s t  in  becom ing  a  C atho lic  

im m e d ia te ly .  She r e a l iz e s  th a t i t  w ould be an  e m b a r ra s s m e n t  to the E p isco p a l 

School th a t she a tte n d s , and th ey  have r e a l ly  w o rk ed  w ith  h e r .
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My l i t t le  p h ilo so p h e r sa id , " I 'm  p ro u d e r  and  h a p p ie r  w ith  m y se lf  th e se  

l a s t  s ix  m o n th s , than  I e v e r  have b een  in  m y  life . " And i t  show s -  in  h e r  

g ra d e s ,  in  the co m p an io n sh ip  she h a s  fo r  m e  and  h e r  daddy, a lthough  th e re  

a r e  s t i l l  l i t t le  ra w  m o m en ts  so m e tim e  w ith  h e r  s i s t e r  - o r  r a th e r  I shou ld  

sa y  a  m u tu a l fa ilin g  to .a p p re c ia te  e ach  o th e r ,> ^ r  th e ir  w o n d erfu l b u t 

d iffe re n t s e lv e s .

L ynda, in  a  new  r e d  d r e s s ,  look ing  v e ry  lo v e ly , w as going out w ith  

Dave to d in n e r , an d  then  to see  T he R o ar  o f  th e  G re a se  P a in t , The S m ell of 

the C row d . Dave is  m y  a l ly in  a t  le a s t  one r e s p e c t  - he w an ts  L ynda to 

d r e s s  u p ,  and  she  d r e s s e s  up fo r  h im .

I t  took two te lephone  c a l ls  to f in a lly  g e t Lyndon off to  o u r d itiner date  

a t  the J a c k  V a le n tis  he h ad  b e e n  see in g  a  s e r ie s  of n ew sp ap e r m en , the 

A s so c ia te d  P r e s s  h ead , the U nited  P r e s s  h ead , Don C h a n c e llo r  of one of 

the n e tw o rk s , whom  he found fa sc in a tin g ; and  Jo e  K ra ft.

I had  b een  v e ry  d e te rm in e d  th a t we shou ld  go out to d in n e r ton igh t, 

p a r t ly  b e c a u se  1 w an ted  Z ephyr to g e t hom e e a r ly ,  i t 's  b een  12 o 'c lo c k  

nea.rly  e v e ry  n igh t th is  w eek, an d  p a r t ly  b e c a u se  I 'm  y ea rn in g  fo r  som e 

b r ig h t co m p an io n sh ip , and  th e re  w as th a t th e re ^ — \

^ e  M ax F r ie d m a n s , the B ill  W hite s , the C a rp e n te r s ,  the Doug C a te r s ,

the R a m sa y  C la r k s ,  s i ttin g  a ro u n d  the f i r e ,  in  J a c k  and  M ary  M a rg a re t 's 

r e c re a t io n  ro o m .
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And so  the w eek  co m es  to a  c lo se  w ith  a  lu ll, a  s o r t  of tru c e  in  the 

ten s io n  in  V iet-N am ; the e n t ire  A m e ric a n  r io ts  e ru p tin g , in  fo u r o r  five 

E u ro p e a n  c a p ita ls .

A t m y  ta b le , we ta lk ed  abou t books and  p lay s; A l b ^  W ho's A fra id  

of V irg in ia  W o l f ;  T e n n e sse e  W illiam s, H u rry  Sundown;

It w as a  p le a s a n t and  undem anding  day , p ro b ab ly  the m o s t m e m o ra b le  

p a r t  w as a tten d in g  th is  sw earing-i n , a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  12 in the  the C ab in e t R oom  

of N ick  K atzen b ach  a s  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l, ^ -w ia e t  W hite sw ea rin g  h im  in , and

a l l  h is  fam ily  p re s e n t ,  p a re n ts  on bo th  s id e s , a u n ts , u n c le s , c o u s in s  - an d  

Bobby K ennedy an d  E th e l; and  the R am sa y  C la rk s , h is  deputy  A tto rn e y  

G e n e ra l, sw o rn  in  by h is  f a th e r .  J u s tic e  C la rk  - v e ry  p ro u d  and  b eam in g .

And a  goodly a s se m b la g e  of the C la rk  fam ily , inc lu d in g  B ill C la rk  fro m  D a lla s , 

now runn ing  the o ld  C la rk  law  f irm .
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