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It began w ith w ork  a t the desk , and then a  l it t le  p as t 12, leaving w ith

B ess fo r New Y ork, to a ttend  the p re m ie r  of The G re a te s t Story E ver Told,

b ased  on the life  of C h ris t b y    Fulton Oursler.

And tonight, a  benefit fo r the A ssoc ia tion  of the United N ations a n d

the E leano r R oosevelt M em oria l Fund.

But f i r s t ,  I  had planned two tre a ts  for m yse lf, so when we a rr iv e d  a t

L aG uard ia, a f te r  lunch on b o ard  the plane, we went to the f i r s t  t r e a t .  A

v is i t  to a p ro je c t in  H arlem , sponso red  and paid  fo r by M rs. V incent A s to r,

S ort of p a r '^ la y g ro u n d  p ro je c t. ‘

M rs . A sto r m et me a t the p lane, beau tifu lly  d re s se d , v ivacious, and

v e ry  know ledgeable and in te re s tin g  o n  h e r  p a rk  p ro jec t. I had h e a rd  about

it  from  Stu Udall. It w as awful, re a lly , to a sk  to see  it in F e b ru a ry , that

drablifest of m onths, ra th e r  like  in s is tin g  on seeing  the baby ,^^hen  t^ie baby

had chicken pox and had ju s t sp it up.

But M rs . A sto r m e t m e and took m e to G eorge W ashington C a rv e r P a rk ,

in  H arlem , an  open a re a  su rrounded  by h ig h rise  a p a rtm e n ts , 11, 000 fam ilie s

live  su rround ing  it .  G ra ss  is  im possib le  w here y o u 're  going to have that

m uch^use, the density  p ra c tic a lly  fo rb id s  g ra s s ,  so there  a r e  plain  tre e s

and flo w ers , p lan ted  in  ra is e d  cem ent tubs o r  long boxes. She sa id  begonias

grow  the b e s t in  the su m m er tim e , and th e re  is  m uch u se  of ivy. And a
over it

long p ergo la  or a rb o r  with v ines grow ing/in  the sum m er t im e , but, a la s , 

in  w in ter quite b a re , and se a ts  underneath , w here old people can  s it  in  the 

shade, and w atch the ch ild ren  p lay ,  i n the a ttra c tiv e  play y a rd  c lose  by^
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filled  w ith s tu rdy , im aginative  play equipm ent. Huge round m aso n ry  pipes 

o r c u lv e r ts /^ t t^ t  could becom e a good place fo r hiding, o r fo r ra c e s , o r  

m aybe be a  cave, w ith a  lit t le  im ag ination . And am using  stone an im als; a  

goat, a  b e a r ,  o th e rs  to rid e  on. And then a se m i-c irc le  of stone se a ts  that 

descend  to a  th ea tre  in  the round, w here , I am  told, in  the sum m er tim e the 

lo ca l y oungste rs who know how to play a  g u ita r, or sing, can e n te rta in  th e ir  

ne ig h b o rs . And a lso  the r e a l  th e a tr ic a l p roductions a re  put on by schools 

and d ram a  tro u p s.

I t 's b u ilt fo r u sage  of 2000 people p e r  night in the su m m er tim e and then

of c o u rse , in  the c en te r  of i t   th e re  w as a  sta tue  of G eorge W ashington 

C a rv e r , holding, I suppose, a peanut. He w as a  litt le  boy in th is s ta tu e , 

v e ry  ap p ro p ria te  fo r a  c h ild re n 's  p layground.

T h is would lead  you to believe that the population of the place w as N egro, 

but M rs . A sto r told m e that the P u e rto  R icans had ju s t about taken  over the 

sec tio n , and su re  enough/^in^a few m in u te s  w e  w ere  su rrounded  by y oungste rs ,

v e ry  L atin  looking, who would use  a Spanish p h rase  a s  they sid led  by.
ji.

I t ' s  not e asy  to do th is s o r t  of thing unannounced, and p re sen tly  m ore  

people w ith TV c a m e ra s  hove in to  view . I  would have loved had  been

May with the t r e e s  g reen  and the flow ers bloom ing and lo ts  of ch ild ren  

playing, and w atching the fountains!

A nd , I had done m y hom ew ork, enough to have ju s t the rig h t p h rase  to 

be u sefu l and sp read ing  in te re s t  in  such p ro je c ts .

F ro m  th e re , we went to M rs. A s to r 's  a p a rtm en t, taking w ith u s /^ e o p le  

from  the c ity  Housing C om m ission , and I believe the C ity  P a rk  or P lanning
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C om m issions. At any ra te , the people that she had dealt w ith. And over 

te a ,P ^ lk e d  about th is p ro jec t which had co st over $300, 0 0 0 ., and saw the 

m odel fo r ano ther and m uch la rg e r   o n e  th a t she is  in the p ro c e ss  of building.

How p e rfe c tly  m arv e lo u s , that a  wom an of w ealth , and  ch arm , and conscience , 

should put h e r  m oney into som ething like th is , in stead  of pu re ly  se lf-se rv in g  

th ings, such as jew elry!

And I d isco v ered  tha t she is  the p e rso n  who gave the F re n c h  w allpaper 

showing the A m erican  scenes that is /th e  fam ily  dining room  in  the second 

floor of the White House!

how dull of m e not to know it  befo re  I m et h e r . T his is  the s o r t  

of thing, m eeting  a woman like h e r , tha t m akes me like m y p a r t  of L yndon's 

job.

Next, I went to see M r. Bobby  L ehm an 's  a r t  co llec tion , my second t r e a t .

I t w as housed  in  a five s to ry  town house w here Bobby L ehm an 's  p a ren ts  l i v e d  

u n til the death  of h is  fa th e r in 1947, and i t  w as m uch a s  h is fa th e r had left 

i t  - the sam e r ic h , e legan t, forbidding, antique fu rn itu re  in  the sa lons, but 

of c o u rse  m any pain tings added.

It w as an  abso lu te ly  fabulous co llec tion , ranging from  V enetian g la ss , 

through R em brand t and E l G reco; the R eno ir and the F rench  im p re ss io n is t.

I  w as told by Ed W eisl that i t  w as the la rg e s t  p riv a te  co llec tion  in  ex istence  

and had been shown a t the L ouvre.
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M r. L ehm an is  in  E urope, but young Eddie and Rena W eisl m et m e, 

and h is c u ra to r , and a n ice b u tle r  and m aid  w ere on hand, w ith tea  and 

in fo rm ation .

Then back  to the C a r l y l e  (I 'v e  a lm o st gotten over feeling like  I'm  

invading the tour of the fa iry  p rin c e ss )  to d re s s  and go to A m bassado r 

S tevenson 's fo r cock ta il and sandw iches befo re  the show.

He, a la s , w as up in  the a ir  som ew here above N ew ark, re tu rn ing  from  

W ashington, having encoun tered  a ll  so r ts  of plane p ro b lem s, but h is  son 

and M rs . E dison D ick w e re  th ere  to w elcom e us and a  dozen o r  so o ther 

g u ests : M rs . M arsh a ll F ie ld , the R o b ert B enjam ins; and the P re s id e n t
■?

of the G enera l A ssem bly , M r. K risone  Sachie, from  Ghana, v e ry  b lack , 

v e ry  so p h istica ted , v e ry  B r itish  accen t, and h is  n ice w ife.

Ju s t befo re  tim e to leave , A dlai ru sh ed  in  b re a th le s s . We a ll  had  a 

h a s ty  sandw ich and off to the th e a tre , to the four hour long s to ry  of the 

life  of C h ris t. The sc en e ry  and the photography w ere  both m agnificen t.

It w as film ed  in  U tah  The ro le  of C h ris t h im se lf  t h ough, to m e, 

is  an  im possib le  one to p ro tra y . E veryone has h is own idea of C h ris t, 

and th is  C h r is t  did not p a r tic u la r ly  cap tu re , m y h e a r t .

John the B ap tis t w as the b e s t c h a ra c te r  in the whole s ta r-s tu d d e d  c a s t, 

and the p o litica l f ig u re s , H erod and P on tius, w ere  exce llen t.

T h ere  w ere  dozens of s ta rs  in  even m in o r p a r ts .  Sidney P oitier, Shelley 

W in ters, P a t Boone, John W ayne. It w as a  b ru ta l age to live  in  and th is 

is  a  g re a t p ic tu re  s to ry  of the age. But too long.
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We em erg ed  about twelve to spo tligh ts and s tre e t  crow ds, m icrophones

th ru s t fo rw ard , and then to the A m ericana  H otel with A dlai to stand in  line
hopefully

and m eet the people who had paid a lo t for the se a ts , thereby  hopefully making m oney 

fo r the two o rgan iza tions.

And then to our p re tty  pink decked tab le s , fo r cham pagne and supper. 

How e c c e n tr ic  of m e to p re fe r  any s o r t  of a d rink  to cham pagne j  It w as 

n e a rly  3 o 'c lo ck  by the tim e I w as in bed a t the C a rly le  and though I 'd  

enjoyed the day v e ry  m uch, I m u st a s s e s s  m y p resen ce  as no re a l  help  for 

the benefit. I  guess these  things have to be ca re fu lly  planned for that.
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