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T his was an o th e r eventful day, beginning f i r s t  w ith a  b r ie f  m eeting

L -yleww ith R o b ert Dow ling, in  the lovely  living room  of the C a r ly le . He R a n te d  

to ta lk  beau tifica tion  w ith m e, and p a r tic u la r ly  to te ll m e about h is  own 

p ro je c t. S terling  G ardens, a  la rge  tra c t  of fo re s t  land, only an h o u r 's  

d rive  from  New Y ork C ity , that h is Company pu rch ased  from  the H a rrim a n s  

and had c a re fu lly  p lanned into an id ea l com m unity, w here  the jobs and 

incom e a re  b ased  on those twin g iants of today, re s e a rc h  and education.

T hat i s ,  they have e ith e r  given o r m ade advantageous a rra n g em e n ts  with,
*

New Y ork  U n iv ers ity  to e s tab lish  a  Science C en te r th e re , a  s o r t  of a  Science 

cam pus a n d   a s  a c o ro lla ry r '^ ^ m e  in d u s tr ia l re s e a rc h  p lan ts in the a re a . 

And they have produced a fabulous garden  in  th is fo re s t  land, m illio n s of 

tu lips and a z a le a s  and bloom ing sh rubs and flo w ers , that a t t r a c t  to u ris ts  

about eight o r nine m onths a y e a r , rang ing  from  P re s id e n t T rum an  and 

P r in c e s s  B e a tr ix  of H olland, to bus loads of school ch ild ren  from  the New 

Y ork  s tree ts ,^ w h o  w ere  com ing on n a tu re  to u rs .

I t 's  a  n o n -p ro fit o rgan iza tion  and a  v e ry  im aginative concept, M r.
A

Dowling sa id , "To have beauty , you have to have m oney. " He a lso  sa id , 

"You have to have lo ca l p rid e , you have to think your c ity  is  the b e s t of 

a l l  c it ie s . " And he talked in the tone in which Ita lian s u sed  to say  of th e ir  

own c it ie s , - "I 'm  F lo re n tin e  " o r   w hatever, w ith the a s su ra n c e  t ha t was 

the b e s t of a ll  p laces to be fro m .
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B eau tification  is c e rta in ly  exposing me to in te re s tin g  people of 

achievem ent^

Then, I flew hom e and in  the a fternoon  d e liv e red  the H eart A w ard to 

M rs . Chloe G ifford. The A m erican  H e a rt A ssoc ia tion  had asked  to give 

m e th e ir  D istinguished  Service A w ard, but I fe lt like  i t  was sh e e r m ake 

be lieve  fo r m e to accep t it, b ecause  I h av en 't done anything. On the 

o th er hand, if  I accep ted  i t  and then agave i t ,  in  a White House cerem ony , 

to the h a rd e s t w orking vo lun teer we could lo ca te , that would achieve th e ir 

pu rpose  of public ity  and m y pu rpose  of being f a i r  and m aking vo lun teers 

stand  a  lit t le  ta l le r .  M rs , Chloe G ifford, of Lexington, Kentucky, has 

done every th ing  from  co llec t m oney on h e r  one block to be a d ire c to r  on 

the B oard  of the A m erican  H eart A ssoc ia tion , over a  p e rio d  of fifteen  

faith fu l y e a rs .

A D allas d o c to r. D r. C arlto n  C hapm an, p re se n te d  m e w ith a gold plaque, 

in  a m aroon  lined  le a th e r  c a se . I gave i t  to h e r  in  fro n t of a b a tte ry  of 

. te lev is io n  and n e w sre e l c a m e ra s .

And then tonight  was the th ird  recep tio n  fo r the C o n g ress . I t tu rned  

out to be an A plus one. P ic tu re s  f i r s t  in the G reen Room , and a  m om ent 

of conversa tio n  w ith each of them . And then d rin k s , and then the m en off 

fo r th e ir  b rie fing  w ith R usk, now back from  F lo rid a , M cN am ara, and 

K e rm it Gordon.

And I took the lad ies  down to w atch ,{for m e i t 's  the fourth  tim e) the 

m ovie on the h is to ry  of the White House and the fam ilie s  who have lived  

w ithin  it.
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But when i t  w as over, cam e a ru n n er to say that the m en w ere  deeply 

en g ro sse d  in  co n v ersa tio n  and i t  would probably  be ano ther 30 m inutes!

So I w as glad I had s ta sh ed  o u t ,/a t  le a s t  two lad ies  - L era ( Thom as and 

M rs . Dan Flood of P ennsy lvan ia , who w ere  w illing to te ll an  in te re s tin g  

o r  m oving exper i ence of th e ir  own. And I ask ed  a  new 

m em b er, M rs .  Jonathan B ingham . And then I got a vo lun teer, who tu rned  

out to be the m ost delightful of a ll ,  M rs . W illiam  B ates, of m y 81st Club, 

from  M assach u se tts . She told of how h e r p ig ta iled  five y e a r old,— 

accom panied  h e r  husband onto the floo r when he was to be sw orn in.

C h ild ren  ha d  the p r iv iledge of the flo o r, in  those days, and suddenly she 

looked down and a s  h e r  husband was  so lem nly  ra is in g  h is hand 

to be sw orn  in , so too was the five y e a r  old!

Jim  Ketchum gave us h is  w e ll- ta ilo re d , am using  anecdotes and  then 

w ith f re s h  d rin k s , we s tro lle d  through the l ib ra ry , the china room  and the 

V erm e il room , and back  u p s ta ir s  to m ee t the m en.

It w as one of those evenings when every th ing  c lick s . The m en had had  

a  m arv e lo u s ly  exciting , e le c tr ic  s o r t  of a tim e. S evera l of them  cam e up 

to m e and sa id  they had n ev e r had an  experience  like  that in the White H ouse.

The P o r te r  H ardys and I ta lked  about L u c i 's  going down to be A zalea 

Queen; and the Bob Jones rem in isce d  w ith m e about m y tr ip  to H untsv ille . 

T h ere  w ere  old t im e rs  like Mike K erw in; and Manny C e lle r , the Dean of 

the H ouse,
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And from  the T exas delegation , the Jack  B rooks, the Jake P ic k le s ; and 

the John Y oungs, J a n e  looking 20  pounds th inner, a f te r  h e r  grueling  b a ttle

w ith i l ln e s s . F o r  m onths h e r  l it t le  g ir l  has been s ick  w ith a se r io u s , 

undiagnosed troub le , which they fe a r  is  m u sc u la r dystrophy.

With quite a few of the m em b ers  I 'v e  been on cam paign tr ip s  - the R om an 

P u c iin s k is , the L . H. Fountains of N orth  C aro lina , the Joe Evans of 

T en n essee .

E verybody stayed  la te  because  everybody was having a good tim e . And 

i t  w as a fte r  ten  when I went u p s ta ir s ,  ready  to go s tra ig h t to bed w ith the 

p lea san t a s su ra n c e  that th is had  been a  good n ig h t's  w ork  w i t h  our fellow 

la b o re rs  in  the C o n g ress .

# # # # # # # # #


