
MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

W ednesday , F e b ru a ry  17, 1965 P ag e  1

A day g iven  up to the W hite H ouse and to a r t .

A t 10:30 th is  m o rn in g , the C o m m itte e  fo r  the P re s e rv a t io n  of the 

W hite H ouse m e t in  the Y ellow  O val R oom , w ith  ev ery b o d y  p re s e n t  ex cep t 

M r. duP on t and M rs , K ennedy, th a t is  the public  m e m b e rs  - A lice  B row n, 

B ru ce  C atto n , M rs , M a rs h a ll  F ie ld , J im  F o sb u rg h  - th o se  th a t w e re  

a tta c h e d , a s  i t  w e re , by law , to the W hite H ou se ;  G eorge  H artzo g , of the 

N atio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e ; and  J im  K etchum , the c u ra to r ;  D illon R ip ley , the 

S e c re ta ry  of the  S m ithson ian ; John  W alk er, the d ire c to r  o f the N ational 

G a lle ry ; and  B ill W alto n , c h a irm a n  of the C o m m iss io n  on F in e  A r ts ;  and 

M r. W est, the c h ie f  u s h e r  h e re .

How I d re a d e d  th is  m ee tin g  l a s t  y e a r ,  and  how h a rd  I w o rk ed  fo r i t ,  

an d  how w e ll i t  c am e  off, I  think! T h is  tim e  I d idn’t d re a d  i t  q u ite  a s  m uch  

and  I d id n 't  do a s  m u ch  h o m ew o rk  - and  i t  show ed. A lthough I th ink  the 

m e e tin g  w en t off r a th e r  w ell.

M r. H a rtzo g , r e p re s e n tin g  the  W hite H ouse H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n , 

to ld  u s  th a t l a s t  y e a r  the a s s o c ia tio n  h ad  e a r -m a r k e d  one h u n d red  thousand  

to g ive to the W hite H ouse! We a c tu a lly  u se d  only e ig h ty -o n e  th o u san d  o r  

h av e  i t  in  the p ro c e s s  o f be in g  u se d , so  we s t i l l  have a  l i t t le  leew ay  th e re .

And h e  sa id  he thought they cou ld  co n tr ib u te  s u b s ta n tia lly  m o re  th is  y e a r .

I r e p o r te d  on the d ra p e s  fo r the E a s t  R oom , w hich  we had  hoped to have 

hanging  in  the Fall and th en  by C h r is tm a s ,  A la s , i t  a p p e a rs  the f r in g e  is  be ing  

m ad e  e n t i re ly  by h an d  by an  o ld  F re n c h m a n  in  h is  80’s who does abou t fo u r
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in c h es  a  day, but only  in  h is  f in g e rs  does the sk il l  r e s id e .  Such a r t i s t r y  

is  p a s s in g  fro m  the life  of today, and if  he l iv e s ,  an d  a l l  goes w e ll, w e 'l l  

ge t o u r f r in g e  and  sew  our c u r ta in s  by  E a s te r ,  we hope,

I show ed them  the re p ro d u c tio n  of the  G reen  Room  ru g , l i t t le  o v er 

s ix  thousand , m ade  in  P u e r to  R ico . I 'm  g lad  i t 's  w ith in  the co n fin es of 

the U nited  S ta te s , in  a  w ay.

We a l l  a g re e d  to o rd e r  a n o th e r  one, a  d u p lica te , fo r  the r e d  ru g .

We d is c u s s e d  the seco n d  p u b lica tio n  of the W hite H ouse H is to r ic a l  

A sso c ia tio n , each  book on the P r e s id e n ts ,  and  a  p ro p o se d  th ird  p u b lica tio n , 

the one in  w hich  I 'm  v e r y  m u ch  in te r e s te d ,  the L iv ing  W hite H ouse, w hich  

w ill be  p ic tu re s  and  s c r ip t  of the fa m ilie s  who have liv ed  h e re .  s o r t  of a  

s e r ie s  of a n e cd o te s  of how  they  r e a l ly  liv ed  in  the h o u se , and w hat th ey 'v e  

ad d ed  to  i t .  And h e re in  l ie s  a  c o n tr ib u tio n  I hope to ob ta in  fro m  B ru ce  

C a tto n , th a t g re a t  h is to r ia n  and  e d ito r  of the A m e ric a n  H e rita g e  m ag az in e .

I hope th a t he w ill d o , / ^  a t  l e a s t  c o lla b o ra te  in  d o in g , / a ^ a r t  of the s c r ip t  

fo r  th is  book. I  th ink  th a t w ould add  tone and  p re s t ig e  to i t .  So I su g g es ted  

to L iz  th a t she  se e  D r. G ro sv e n o r  o f the N ational G eo g rap h ic  a n d  B ru ce

C atton  m ig h t g e t  to g e th e r  fo r lu n ch  to ta lk  abou t th is  p o s s ib ili ty .

M r. F o sb u rg h , who w o rk s  h a r d e r  fo r the C o m m ittee  fo r the P r e s e r v a t io n  

of the W hite H ouse than  anybody d u rin g  m y  tim e , o u tlin ed  o u r hopes fo r  

a c q u ir in g  o u tstan d in g  A m e ric a n  a r t i s t s ^  ^ g o o d  ex am p le  of th e ir  w o rk , in
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the n ex t four y e a r s .  E s p e c ia lly  M ary  C a s s a t t , George Caleb B ingham  - he euid John 

W alker th ink  we m u s t have a  T h o m a s  E a k in s , I  don’t know him  w ell; a  John  

S ing le ton  C opley  w ould be w o n d erfu l.

B ill W a l t o n  r a i s e d  the p o s s ib il i ty  of accep tin g  p a in tin g s  fro m  liv in g  

a r t i s t s  to be hung in  the W est W ing o r  the E a s t  W ing. They w ould n o t be 

p u rc h a se d , of c o u rs e ,  bu t be le n t. It w ould have to be a  v e ry  s tif f  

co m m itte e  and  i t 's  no t going to  be m e th a t p a s s e s  on choosing  them .

H opefu lly , th is  m ig h t r e s u l t  in  the W hite H ouse som e day owning o u ts tan d in g  

a r t i s t s  o f today t h a t  i t  cou ld  no t a ffo rd  to buy in  the y e a r  2000, a f te r  they  

w e re  dead .

T h ey  a ls o  d is c u s s e d  the p o s s ib il i ty  of le ttin g  the  w o rd  get ou t th a t we 

hoped  c e r ta in  o u tstan d in g  ones lik e  A ndrew  W y e th  w ould w ill a  pa in ting  to 

the W hite H o use .

T h e n  we ta lk ed  ab o u t the c o m p le tio n  of th e  L ib ra ry ,  w ith  i t s  2700 v o lu m e s , 

i t s  D uncan P hyfe  a r m c h a ir  and  two s id e  c h a ir s  re c e n tly  a c q u ire d , th rough  

the w o rk  of M r. d u P o n t. And J im  K etchum  gave u s  a l l  co p ie s  of the 

c a ta lo g u e , a  co m p le te  ca ta lo g u e  of a l l  the a c q u is itio n s  s in c e  1961 and a

p a r t ia l  of the co n ten ts  of the house  p re v io u s  to '6 1 .

We d is c u s s e d  show  c a s e s  to be p la ce d  in  the E a s t  Wing w h ere  the 

to u r is ts  so m e tim e s  lin e  up fo r a  long , long w a it. T h e se  show c a s e s  w ould  

co n ta in  m e m o ra b il ia  su ch  a s  D olly M a d iso n 's  e a r r in g s ,  and  c r y s ta l  and  

c h in a  fo r  w hich  th e re  is  no lo n g e r room  in  the C h ina R oom . Som ething  to
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in te r e s t  them  fo r the long p e r io d  of s tan d in g , w hen the lin e  m o v es slow ly , 

on c ro w d ed  sum m  e r  d ay s .

We ta lk e d  abou t the L ib ra ry  of film  c lip s  th a t is  to be co m p iled . We 

a lre a d y  have so m e f ilm s  fro m  the l iv e s  of the two R o o se v e lts , the T ru m a n s , 

W ilsons, and  Ken n ed y s . ^

A d e lig h tfu l b i t  is  the fo u r m inu te  to u r  o f the W hite H ouse, conducted  

by  F a lla ,  F D R 's  sc o tty i

M ost im p o rta n t of a l l  to m e , we looked  a t  the lo v e ly  Sully , the p a in tin g  

of F an n y  K i m b l e , w hich  M r. F o sb u rg h  h a s  found. It w as s ittin g  on an

e a s e l  in  the E a s t  R oom . -We'll hope th a t w ith in  the n ex t y e a r  i t w ill b eco m e

b
the p ro p e r ty  of the W hite H ouse -  i t  c o s t  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 .

S en a to r B ill B enton  w as one of the m o s t a r t ic u la te  and in te re s te d  m e m b e rs  

of the m o rn in g  m ee tin g , the f i r s t  tim e  he*s co m e . When they  w ere  re a d y  to 

leav e ,. I  a sk e d  B ill W alton and A lice  B row n to l in g e r . A lice  is  o u r h o u se -  

g u e s t. I  w an ted    to take them  o v e r to the W est Wing to look  a t  the 

P r e s id e n t 's  w a itin g  ro o m , so -c a lle d  F ish  R oom , b u t th e re  a r e  no f is h  th e re  

in  ev id en ce  now.

I s lip p ed  ou t a  m in u te  to g re e t  P re s id e n t  E ise n h o w e r, who is  L y n d o n 's  

luncheon  g u e s t, an d  w as s ittin g  in  the W est h a ll  w ith  h is  a id e  an d  G e n e ra l 

C lifto n , w h ile  Lyndon f in ish ed  up w ith  the new s m en .

Lyndon l a t e r  to ld  m e th a t he sp en t two and  a  h a lf  of the m o s t s tim u la tin g  

and  in te re s t in g  h o u rs  w ith h im . I  to ld  G e n e ra l E isen h o w er w hat I had  b een  

doing and  he a sk e d  m e if  D avid  F in ley  w as s t i l l  h e lp in g  out, and  r e c a l le d
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how he and D avid F in le y  had  w o rk ed  to g e th e r  w hen he f i r s t  cam e in ^ ^ o  

g e t som e la n d sc a p e s  in  the W hite H ouse. He sa id  th a t b e fo re  h im , th e re  

w e re  only  p o r t r a i t s  h e re ^ -  ^ e r y b o d y  w an ts  to ad d  th e ir  b it to th is  h o u se , 

and ev ery b o d y  lik e s  to re m e m b e r  w hat they  d id  add!

He looked  so h a le , an d  h e a r ty , and happy . How I p ra y  th a t so m ed ay  

we w ill e m e r g e  fro m  h e re  and  have so m e y e a r s  of good h e a lth  fo r  Lyndon 

to en joy  life !

A lice  and  B ill and  I found the w aiting  room  b le a k  and  dingy and^  

c o m p le te ly  u n d is tin g u ish e d . It looks lik e  som ebody  is  m oving  ou t. It 

n e e d s  c o lo r  and  p e rs o n a li ty , p e rh a p s  a  b r ig h t  ru g , m aybe a  r e d  ru g , and  

som e f ra m e i) je tte rs  o r  m em en to s  o r  m e m o ra b il ia  of h is to r ic  in te r e s t  and  

then  so m e p e rs o n a l  th ings th a t belong  to the p re s e n t  o ccu p an t of the W hite 

H o u se . I t  n ee d s  p e rso n a li ty .

A t 4 o 'c lo c k , I h ad  te a  fo r  the m e m b e rs  of the W hite H ouse C o m m ittee  

on the F in e  A r ts ,  the C o m m ittee  on P a in tin g s , A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e , and  

the L ib r a r y  C o m m ittee  - a l l  M rs , K en n ed y 's  c r e a t io n s ,  and fo r  the 

C o m m itte e  fo r  the P r e s e r v a t io n  of the W hite H ouse,

T h e re  w e re  ab o u t 40 p re s e n t ,  no t the re sp o n s e  th a t we h ad  l a s t  y e a r .  

L a s t  y e a r ,  m an y  m u s t have b een  m o tiv a te d  by  tb e -c u r io s ity , bu t a  goodly 

re s p o n s e ,

I  g re e te d  them  in  the G re e n  R oom  and  then we w ent in  to the B lue Room  

fo r  te a , I  h ad  a sk e d  th a t ev e ry b o d y  fe e l p e r fe c t ly  f re e  to w an d er a ro u n d  and  

lo o k  a t  the th ings th ey  w e re  m o s t in te re s te d  in , a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  to se e  the
V
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John  S inger S a rg ean t, the l a te s t  ed itio n  to the W hite H ouse, the g ift of the 

W hitney W a r re n s .  And the W inslow  H o m er, the "S u rf  a t  P r o u t’s N eck", 

the g ift o f the G eo rg e  B ro w n s. A nd I w as v e ry  in te re s te d  in  hav ing  thera 

lo o k  a t  F an n y  Kimbl e  by  Sully ,

Two o th e r  a r t  m in d ed  people  I 'd  a s k e d ,^ ^ e r e  M rs . H a rr im a n , w h o s^  

a lre a d y  b een  v e ry  g en e ro u s  to the W hite H ouse, having  g iven  u s  the 

W h is t le r  th a t han g s in  the G re e n  Room  - and  a  young m an  n am ed  D ie tr ic k  

who h a s  ev id en ced  an  in te r e s t  in  len d in g  to the W hite H o u s e ,/a  John  

S ing leton  C o p le y , the Lit t le  Boy w ith  a  S q u ir re l/ '

I  w as in te r e s te d  to m e e t h im  -  he tu rn e d  out to be only ab o u t 25 y e a rs  

o ld , q u ite  good looking , q u ie t, r a th e r  shy i t  se e m e d . I r a n  in to  L ynda and  

d e ta ile d  h e r  to  take h im  down fo r  a  good look  a t  the Q u een 's  R oom .

B ea u tifu l Jan e  E n g e lh a rd  flew  down w ith  h e r  young s i s t e r  an d  b r o th e r - in -  

law  fro m  F ra n c e ; a  p lane lo ad  of p eo p le , inc lu d in g , I  b e lie v e , S is te r  P a r r i s h ,  

who h ad  b een  the d e c o ra to r  in  the b eg in n in g  of the 1961 r e n o v a t io n .  And 

M rs .  P ie r c e ,  the f i r s t  c u ra to r .

I to ld  M r. Ju lia n  Boyd, the e d ito r  of the p a p e rs  of T h o m as J e f fe rso n , 

ab o u t m y  la te s t  p ro u d  p o s s e s s io n , the l e t t e r  of T hom as J e f fe rs o n  t o F ab rio n y , 

a sk in g  h im  to find  h im  so m e  s tone  m a so n s  and  g a rd ener s  w ho w ere  a lso  

m u s ic ia n s  - an d  l a t e r  found M r. B oyd and  L ym an B u tte rf ie ld , of the A dam s 

p a p e r s ,  in  e a r n e s t  e x am in a tio n  of the T h o m as J e ffe rs o n  l e t t e r .
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G entle  P h y llis  D illon  w as th e re ,  an d  Susan M ary  A lsop  - Joe  r e a l ly  

took a  h a rd  blow  a t  Lyndon in  h is  co lum n  the o th e r  day , and I w onder if  

she f e l t  a  l i t t le  odd.

M r. L e ro y  D av is , who h as  h e lp e d  so m uch w ith  the f r a m e s ,  I  

u n d e rs ta n d ; and  f r a i l ,  k ind ly  D avid F in le y  - I en joyed  p a ss in g  on to h im  

the r e m a rk s  fro m  G e n e ra l E ise n h o w er.

And M r. L a w ren ce  F le ish m a n  of Detroit*'.Lwho k eep s on te llin g  A lice  

B row n th a t h e ’s ju s t  ab o u t to a c q u ire  th is  and  th a t fo r  the W hite H ouse 

c o lle c tio n .

Som e 40 people  in  a l l .  Som e of the ones I w an ted  m o s t c o u ld n 't  be

th e re  - S tan ley  M a rc u s  is  in  E u ro p e ; so  is  Ann  F o rd ; and M iss  Im a  Hogg

is  too o ld  and  i l l ;  and V incen t P r ic e ,  th a t a t t r a c t iv e  c o lle c to r  of the  S e a r s

R oebuck  p a in tin g s , is  f ilm in g  on the w e s t  c o a s t.

A fte r  ev ery b o d y  h ad  looked  th e ir  f i l l  w e w en t down to the th e a tre ,

and  lo -and -beho ld  I d is c o v e re d  th a t I h ad  fo rg o tte n  m y s m a ll  s c r ip t ,  so  I

s to o d  up and  in tro d u c e ^ d  the film  and  g re e te d  the g u e s ts ^ ^ i th o u t  b e n e fit
to

of m a te r ia l .  B ut, of c o u r s e ,  the m a in  th ing w as to e x p re s s /M r . M cG annon 

of W estinghouse  B ro a d c a s tin g , and the H ow ard  J e n se n s  who d id  the s c r ip t ,  

an d  a c tu a lly  p ro d u ced  itr?^our a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  a  r e a l ly  ex q u is ite  public  

s e rv ic e  job . A fte r  be in g  show n in  a l l  the W estinghouse s ta tio n s , and  a la s ,  

th e re  w ill be  so  m a n y  more people to re c e iv e  i t  in b la c k  and  w h i t e  than col or
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__  ̂i t  is  ju s t  su p e rb . It w ill then  be  m ad e  a v a ila b le , film  c lip s  of i t ,  to

sch o o ls , p e rh a p s  the U nited  S ta te s  E m b a s s ie s  a b ro a d , and m aybe to o th e r  

o rg a n iz a tio n s .

Jane  E n g e lh a rd  re m a rk e d , " T h e se  p a in tin g s  n e v e r  looked  so p re tty  

b e f o r e , " R e a lly  they  show up in  film  b e t te r  than  l ife .

Lynda B ird  w as  w ith  u s  a l l  even ing , g re e tin g  a l l  the g u e s ts , and  I 

w as qu ite  gratefxil to h e r .  E v eryone  d e p a r te d  ab o u t 5 :30 , and  A lice  

B row n and M ary  L a s k e r  s e tt le d  dow n t o o a  q u ie t d r in k  and  ta lk

abou t b e a u tif ic a tio n  and a r t .

A nd then  w hen M ary  le f t  A l i c e and  I w en t to the p o o l h a d  a  good long 

( ^ -  sw im ,' got b a c k  to the W hite H ouse in  tim e  fo r  a  9:30 d in n e r  w ith  L yndon, 

G eorge  c a m e  in  fro m  h is  b u s in e s s  co u n se l m ee tin g , w hile we w e re  s t i l l  a t  

the ta b le . He lo o k ed  so  w ell; h e 's  le a rn e d  how to re la x ; an d  though they 

so ld  B ro w n  and  R oot a  y e a r  o r  two ago , he s t i l l  re m a in s  a s  C h a irm a n  of 

the B o a rd , and  s t i l l  h a s  too m an y  iro n s  in  the f ire  and  too m any  t ie s  th a t 

co n n ec t h im  w ith  t o   go in to  pub lic  s e r v i c e ,^ ^  take a  job w ith  the g o v e rn -
K.

m e n t, w hich  Lyndon k eep s  on w an ting  h im  to,

A lice ' s g r e a t  en th u s ia sm  now i s bu ild ing  and  d e c o ra tin g  a  d o rm ito ry  

w hich  th e ir  foundation  is  g iv ing  to R ic e . I t w ill be c a lle d  the M a rg a re t  R oot 

B row n D o rm ito ry . W hat a  d e lig h tfu l m e m o r ia l  to M a rg a re t  - th a t l iv e ly  

s p ir i t !
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I  found, to m y  co m b in ed  d ism a y  and  a d m ira tio n  t h a t  the B row ns had  

c o n tr ib u te d  $50, 000 fro m  th e ir  F o undation , to the K ennedy F oundation  of 

the P e r fo rm in g  A r ts .  A lice  sa id  "W ell, you ap p o in ted  m e , and  we had  to 

ge t i t  done. ” A p p a re n tly , i t 's  not too e a sy  to r a is e ^ o x  the p ro je c t  in  T e x a s .
S—

^ h a d  a  m ee tin g  w ith  Bobby K ennedy, and A lice  w as le s s  than  e n th u s ia s tic  

about h im .

We m ad e  p lan s  to g e t to g e th e r  in  Texas,-^^he w eekend  of F e b ru a ry  2 8 th ,-^ ^  

to t ry  to co m p le te  the Johnson  C ity  h o u se .

One of the n ic e  th in g s  ab o u t th is  jo b ,^ is  hav ing  such  f r ie n d s  a s  the 

G eo rg e  B ro w n s  a s  ho u se  g u e s ts .  E v ery b o d y  s e e m s  to lik e  to co m e  to the* 

W hite H ouse to spend  the n igh t.

Lyndon a sk e d  A lice  about  O veta  Hobby. A lice  s a id  th a t she w as 

e n ro u te  to C an ad a . We a l l  hoped i t  w as fo r  a  gay and  happy  t r ip  - i t 's  only 

b e e n  re c e n tly  th a t s h e 's  b een  r e le a s e d  fro m  the long bondage of c a r in g  fo r  

G o v e rn o r Hobby. Lyndon an d  A lice  b eg an  to r e c a l l  h e r  life  s to ry  and 

Lyndon sa id , "She liv e d  up to h e r  b a rg a in . " B eau tifu l, in te llig e n t, and 

s e v e ra l  d ec a d e s  yovinger than  G o v ern o r Hobby - th e re  m u s t have b e en  tim e s  

w hen th a t w as a  w e a ry in g  th ing  to do. A lice  s a id  th a t M a rg a re t ,  in  sum m ing  

up O veta , h ad  sa id , "S h e 's  the only p e rs o n  I know ^^^ho 's  liv e d  up to e v e ry  

p o te n tia l. " She d ec id ed  s h e 'd  l e a r n  how to d r e s s ,  an d  she d id , tu rn in g  fro m  

a dowdy young g i r l  in to  a  tru ly  e leg an t, m a tu re  w om an. She d ec id ed  s h e 'd
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le a r n  abou t b u s in e s s  - she b ecam e  a v e ry  fo rc e fu l/m a n a g e r  of a  b ig  

m e tro p o lita n  n ew sp ap e r  and TV s ta tio n . S h e 's  done e v e ry th in g  in  life  

th a t she  s e t  out to do - and  p ro b ab ly  m o re , fo r  she w as f i r s t  h ead  of the 

W A C 's , an d  f i r s t  S e c re ta ry  of H ea lth , E d u ca tio n  and  W elfare  D e p a rtm e n t.

W hile a l l  th is  w as .g o in g  on, th is  r e c i ta t io n  of h e r  life  and  p ra is e ,  

L yndon p ick ed  up the phone, a sk e d  the o p e ra to r  to ge t h e r ,  and  soon he 

w as te llin g  i t  to h e r .  How lik e  h im  ! T h e r e 's  only a  m o m en t b e tw een  

th inking  of so m eth in g  and a c tin g  on i t .  S o m etim es i t 's  a lm o s t a s  though 

he  thought " I  m ig h t no t be h e re  to m o rro w  to  te l l  th a t p e rso n  the good th ings 

I 'm  th inking  of them , so I 'd  b e t te r  te l l  them  today , th is  m in u te ,"

# # # # # # # #

MEMORANDUM


