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F r id a y , F e b ru a ry  19th

M rs . B ro w n  and M rs .  S m ith  r e tu rn e d  w ith  s a m p le s , and  we 

r e a l ly  got u n d e rw ay  w ith  P r o je c t  W est H a ll. One s m a ll  m a rk  on the  

W hite H ouse - - a  p la c e  fo r  the  Jo h n so n s  to  be  a t  hom e o u r l i t t le  

liv in g  ro o m . The s lip c o v e rs  a r e  r e a l ly  fa llin g  a p a r t ,  and  th e  ru g s  

so  fu ll of h o les  th a t  w e 'v e  pu t down a  s m a ll  O r ie n ta l  th row  ru g  to keep  

f ro m  tr ip p in g .

T hey  a r e  lu sc io u s  c o lo r s ,  and  I th in k  I can  m ak e  a  s e le c tio n . 

She h as  le f t  th em  fo r  m e to  liv e  w ith  b y  su n sh in e  and  g re y  sk ie s  and  n igh t 

l ig h ts ,  and  to  ge t th e  re a c tio n s  o f L ynda and L u c i and  L yndon.

And th e n  t h e  m a in  even t of th e  day  w as a  S e m in a r  te a  fo r  

O p e ra tio n  H ead S ta r t .  O v er two h u n d red  w om en cam e  a t  fo u r o 'c lo c k  

to  s i t  in  th e  E a s t  R oom  and  l i s te n  to  S a rg e n t S h r i v e r  and  h is  p an e l, 

c o n s is tin g  of D r .  R o b e r t Cook, th e  c h ie f  p e d ia tr ic ia n  of Johns H opkins, 

who h im s e lf  cam e  f ro m  a  b ack g ro u n d  of m o s t d ire  p o v e r ty , D r . Ju liu s  

R ichm ond , who w ill head  O p e ra tio n  H ead S ta r t ,  S is te r  Ja c q u e lin e , 

p o s s ib ly  th e  m o s t o u ts tan d in g  m e m b e r , who ta lk e d  lik e  a  m ach in e  gun, 

so  ra p id ly , w ith  e n th u s ia s m  and f ro m  e x p e r ie n c e , and  so ften in g  no 

sh o ts , and  D r .  M am ie  P h ipps C la rk , a  N eg ro  w om an who h as  S e ttle m e n t 

e x p e r ie n c e  in  E a s t  H a r le m . I w elco m ed  the  w om en w ith  a  p le a  fo r
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v o lu n te e rs  so m e 20, 000 of them, - - t o  r e a c h  out to  one m illio n  young 

c h ild re n  lo s t  in  th e  g re y  wo r ld  of p o v e r ty  and  n e g le c t, and  le a d  th e m  in to  

th e  hum an  fa m ily . I t w as a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  a s se m b la g e . S e v e ra l  

G o v e rn o rs ' w ives f ro m  f a r  aw ay - -  M rs .  T im  B ab co ck  of M ontana,

M rs .  R o g e r B ra n ig a n  of In d ian a , M rs .  F r a n k  C lem en t of T e n n e sse e ,

M rs .  O rv a l F au b u s of A rk a n sa s  - -  and  I am  d e lig h ted  th a t  she  fe lt  

lik e  com ing , a lth o u g h  I w onder w hat sh e  thought w hen she looked  a ro u n d  

and  saw th a t  th e i r  e rs tw h ile  o p p o n en t's  w ife , M rs .  W in th rop  R o c k e fe lle r , 

w as a lso  p r e s e n t .  M rs .  W illiam  S c ra n to n , look ing  v e ry  p a tr ic ia n  and 

cap ab le  on th e  f ro n t ro w , M rs .  H ew le tt S m ith  o f W est V irg in ia . And 

th en  M rs .  Jo h n  K ing of New H a m p s h ire . M ain ly  i t  w as th a t n e tw o rk  of 

w om en le a d e r s  who c o v e r  e v e ry  se g m e n t o f o u r  so c ie ty  - -  th e  C a th o lic s , 

th e  J e w s , th e  N e g ro e s , w om en co lleg e  p re s id e n ts ,  M rs .  H ay esb ro o k , 

P r e s id e n t  o f the  G e n e ra l F e d e ra t io n  of W om en 's  C lubs, E liz a b e th  B a in e , 

th e  P r e s id e n t  o f A m e r ic a n  W om en in  R ad io  and T e le v is io n , an  ex ecu tiv e  

f ro m  th e  Ju n io r  L e ag u e , C h ild  W e lfa re  L eag u e , B u s in e ss  and  P ro fe s s io n a l  

W om en, f ro m  an  o rg a n iz a tio n  of n u r s e s ,  w om en in  m ed ic in e , th e  A m e ric a n  

A sso c ia tio n  of U n iv e rs ity  W om en, g i r l s '  c lu b s . G ir l  S cou ts - -  the  w hole 

r o s t e r  of o p in io n -m a k e rs  and  p o w e r-w ie ld e rs  in  g o v e rn m en t o rg a n iz a tio n s . 

T he n e tw o rk  I h av e  r e a l ly  com e to  ex p ec t a t  any  o rg a n iz a tio n  of th is  k ind,
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w ith  e s p e c ia l  e m p h a s is  on s o c ia l  w o rk e rs  and th e  m e d ic a l w o rld .

I w as v e ry  f la t te r e d  to  see  th a t  D o ris  F le e so n  and M a ry  M cG ro ry  

w e re  th e r e ,  and  so m ew h at s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  th a t  th e re  w e re  s e v e ra l  

a c t r e s s e s  - -  G ina L o llo b r ig id a , B e tty  F u r n e s s ,  D onna R eed , M rs .  C la rk  

G ab le . I l a te r  found th a t  th is  is  fo r  a  v e ry  u se fu l p u rp o se . A ll of th e m  

h ad  m ad e  ta p e s  te llin g  w hat O p e ra tio n  H e a d s ta r t  i s .  T h e se  we p lay ed  a s  

p u b lic  s e rv ic e  fe a tu re s  on ra d io  and  TV . T h e ir  n a m e s , th e i r  fa c e s ,  w ill 

a t t r a c t  a tte n tio n , w ill g e t l i s te n e r s h ip ,  w ill b r in g  the fa c t  th a t  O p e ra tio n  

H e a d s ta r t  e x is ts  to  th e  n o tice  o f m an y  m o re  peop le  th an  a  n a m e le s s  p e rs o n  

w ould , and  w ill a s s o c ia te  i t  w ith  a  c e r ta in  g la m o r, w hich  w ill have so m e 

a p p e a l in  e n lis tin g  v o lu n te e rs .  T hey  in  tu rn  a r e  n o t in se n s it iv e  to  th e  

v a lu e  of b e in g  a t  the  W hite H ouse fo r  t e a .  So each  of us u s e s  o u r  to o ls , 

and  I fe l t  v e ry  g ra te fu l  to  th e m  fo r  do ing  i t .
\

D r . U r i  B ru n fen b re n n e r , who had  p ro v id e d  m e w ith  tw o of 

th e  m o s t ex c itin g  h o u rs  I sp en t l a s t  su mm e r  looking  a t  f ilm s  of ed u ca tio n  

fo r  th e  R u s s ia n  young, w as p r e s e n t  to o . D iana M c A rth u r, now w ork ing  

fo r  G ir l  S c o u ts   b e lie v e , c am e , g e ttin g  s topped  a t  th e  ga te  and  holding 

up th e  lin e  a  long t im e  to  m y  c h a g r in .

A long echo out of m y  p a s t .  D r .  B e lin d a  S tra ig h t, now a  p s y -

c h ia t r i s t ,  w hom  I u se d  to  know a s  a  v e ry  young b r id e  a t  V irg in ia  D u r r 's
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hom e, tw e n ty -fiv e  y e a rs  ago .

The m e e tin g  opened up fo r  q u e s tio n s , and  th e r e  w e re  so m e ho t 

o n es , th e  k ick o ff b e in g  " If  you d o n 't  do so m eth in g  abou t b i r th  c o n tro l and 

th e  s te r l iz a t io n  of d e fe c tiv e s , any th ing  th a t  O p e ra tio n  H e a d s ta r t  does is  

ju s t  a  d ro p  in  th e  o c e a n .” W ell, th a t  s e rv e d  to  le t  ev e ry b o d y 's  h a i r  down, 

and  i t  w as a  b r is k ,  l iv e ly , p ro d u c tiv e  fo r ty - f iv e  m in u te s  of q u es tio n s  and  

a n s w e rs ,  a f te r  the  P a n e l had  a l l  e x p re s s e d  th e m s e lv e s . S a rg e n t S h r i v e r  

a s  M o d e ra to r , ta c tfu l, c a re fu l  - -  b u t o u tsp o k en . It w as two h o u rs  w e ll 

in v e s te d , I  b e lie v e , and  a t  l e a s t  I  gave a  lau n ch in g  pad , so  to  sp eak , to  

O p e ra tio n  H e a d s ta r t ,  w hich  is  r e a l ly  m y  co n tr ib u tio n , fo r  I am  no a u th o r ity  

in  any  of th is  - -  n o t a  c a s e w o rk e r  o r  a  p s y c h ia tr is t  o r  an  e co n o m is t, no t, 

a la s ,  a  good s a le s m a n  - -  b u t a n  in te re s te d  c it iz e n  in  a  s p e c ia l  p o s itio n  to  

g ive a  p u sh .

I s lip p e d  in to  th e  d in ing  ro o m  fo r  a  m o m en t to  have m y  p ic tu re  

m ad e  w ith  G ina L o llo b r ig id a  w hile  she  p re s e n te d  m e  fo r  the P r e s id e n t  a  

r e m a rk a b le  ed itio n  of D a n te 's  In feri .o, som e fo u r o r  fiv e  huge v o lim ies , 

m o s t  b e a u tifu lly  i l lu s t r a te d .

T on igh t we w en t out to  d in n e r , sc an d o u sly  la te .  We w ent to  

th e  M a rs h a l M cN e ills , and th e re  w e re  only  s ix  p eop le  - -  the  W alker 

S to n es , th e  M cN eills , and  the  Jo h n so n s . M a rs h a l m ak es  a  r i tu a l  of

-  4  -



1965

F r id a y ,  F e b ru a ry  19th (continued)

p o u rin g  th e  w ine and  c a rv in g  th e  r o a s t  - -  and  no t a  bad  id e a  - - i t  m ade  a  

v e ry  s p e c ia l  m e a l. And th e  t e r r a p in  to  b eg in  w ith  w as d e lic io u s  and  r a r e .  

B u t the  ta lk  w as th e  b e s t  th in g , w ith  Lyndon a t  h is  b e s t  and  th e  r e s t  o f us 

a  v e ry  w illin g  a u d ie n c e .
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