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The new m o n th  b eg an  a t  the R an ch , w ith  a  g re y  sky. I d rove  a ro u n d
v l  £ o u  ^  }

w ith  Jew el and D ale . We looked  a t  th a t o ld  C a lich e  H ill, w hich  h a s  been  

tu rn e d  o v e r 30 in ch es  deep , in  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  the s p r i g i n g of c o a s ta l  

B e rm u d a  in  la te  M arch . How b e au tifu l i t  looked! I n e v e r  thought the so il 

cou ld  look  th a t pow dery  and  th a t v e lv e ty , and the ca lich e  c o lo r  is- gone - i t 's  

b row n . I c a n 't  w a it to see  the c o a s ta l  B e rm u d a , fro m  th a t h illto p , i t  could  

look  lik e  the w aves o f the  o cean , a s  i t  does on Jo h n 's  ra n c h . Jewel and I 

ch eck ed  out the c u r ta in s  s h e 'd  m ad e  for L y n d o n 's  b ir th p la c e ,

M r. K lein  an d  I ta lk ed  abou t doing o v e r  a  c h a ir  b ro u g h t fro m  A unt 

J o s e p h a 's  h o u se , th a t h ad  begun  i ts  u s e fu ln e s s  in  th is  v e ry  k itch en  in  1907 

w hen M rs , Jo h n so n  m a r r ie d  and m oved  h e r e .  And p a in tin g  the b ack  of 

M rs . Jo h n so n 's  b o o k case  s e c r e ta r y ,  and  doing o v e r  the w ic k e r  fu rn itu re  

on the b ack  p o rch  of the Jo h n so n  C ity  h o u se .

I  phoned C liff, to add  m y  co n g ra tu la tio n s  on the b ig  d in n e r being  given 

h im  b y  h is  f r ie n d s  in  S m ith v ille , and  w hat a  good id e a  i t  i s .  H e 's  one of 

those  who a lw ay s  g iv es  an d  se ldom  r e c e iv e s .  I 'm  g lad  som ebody  thought 

of th is .

A nd th en , y e a rn in g  to s ta y , b u t u n c e r ta in , and w anting  too , to g e t b a c k  

to  Lyndon an d  L u c i, and  L ynda B ird , and  not r e a l ly  know ing how to tack le  

the m o u n ta in s  of d e c is io n s , abou t opening the Johnson  C ity  h o u se , o r  g e ttin g  

the Lyndon B a in es  Johnson  L ib r a r y  on the ro a d  - I f in a lly  d ec id ed  ju s t  to go 

b a c k  to W ashington  - and  a f te r  a  f in a l g a th e r in g -  up of p ic tu re s  in  the Johnson  

C ity  h o u s e d r o v e  to San A ntonio , and  fro m  th e re  caugh t a  p lane to
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W ash in g to n , g e ttin g  to the W hite H ouse ab o u t 8:30.

And going a t  once, to L y n d o n 's  o ffice , to find  him  e n sco n ced  in  h is  

tin y  l i t t le  o ffice , so b ad ly  h k  in  n eed  of a  m a s te r fu l  hand^,^^ doing over,_-.^*^ 

w ith  c o lo r  an d  c h a rm . He w as w ork ing  q u ie tly  w ith  Ja c k  V alen ti. I 'd  

have s a t  down w ith  them  - he w as ta lk ing  abou t the ed u ca tio n  b ill  .and he 

go t the w o rd  fro m  J a c k  th a t i t  w as no t going to com e out of the C o m m ittee  

to m o rro w . I t w as being  h e ld  up by  A dam  C lay ton  P o w ell, He c a lle d  

C o n g re s sm a n  P o w ell, and  i t  w as r e a l ly  a  v ir tu o s o  p e r fo rm a n c e . He gave 

h im  a l l  the r e a s o n s  why he ought to  g e t th a t b il l  out o f h is  C o m m ittee , in  

w o rd s  th a t  w e re  d azz lin g , h o m e y , and u n a n sw e ra b le . If i  

h ad  been  on the o th e r  end of the lin e , I  wovild have ended  by say in g , "Y es . " , 

w ithou t w aiting  to q u ite  d ec ide  why.

A p p aren tly , C o n g re s sm a n  P o w ell d ec id ed  to r e p o r t  the B ill ou t, and 

w ithou t one seco n d  fo r re c o n s id e ra t io n , a s  soon a s  he h ad  sa id  "Y e s" , Lyndon 

th anked  h im  e ffu s iv e ly  and hung up.

It w as 10 o 'c lo c k  by the tim e  we had  r e tu rn e d  to the house  fo r  su p p e r, 

to  find  th a t L u c i w as s t i l l  s ic k , p a le , w ith  shadow s u n d e r h e r  e y e s , bu t 

p lann ing  to  re tu rn in g  to schoo l on W ednesday, She w as in  a  s ta te  b ec au se  

-Lyndon h ad  to ld  40 high schoo l s tu d e n ts , who w e re  w in n e rs  of the annual 

S cience T a le n t S ea rch , sp o n so re d  by  the W estinghouse E d u c a tio n a l F o u n d a -

tion , th a t sh e , L u c i, had  b een  a c c e p te d  a s  a  s tu d en t a t  G eorgetow n U n iv e rs ity  

School of N u rs in g . She d id n 't  w ant h im  to announce i t .  She w an ted  to announce
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i t  h e r s e l f ,  and only  a f te r  sh e  had  w r itte n  a  le t t e r  to M arq u e tte , exp la in in g  

she had  d ec id ed  she had  b e t te r  liv e  a t  h o m e  a nd go to G eorgetow n.

E m o tio n a l and  u p se t a s  she w a s , she w as s t i l l  v e ry  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 

h e r  daddy. I  g u ess  I ’m g lad  we r a te  a t  le a s t  a s  w ell a s  a  C a th o lic  In s titu tio n  

in  h e r  l ife ,

# # # # #
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