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B ut no t even  a  re a d in g  of W illiam  B a r r e t t  T r a v is ' l e t t e r  fro m  the A lam o .

It w as a  v e ry  s la c k  day , an  hour^s m e e tin g  on h o u seh o ld  m a t te r s  w ith  M r. 

W est in  the m o rn in g , abou t the P r e s id e n t 's  re c e p tio n  room  and our own 

W e s t h a ll  an d  the doing o v e r th a t I 'm  w ork ing  on w ith  M rs , B row n.

A nd then  d e sk  w o rk  w ith  A shton ,

A nd then  3 0  la p s  in  the pool. I  ju s t  p la in  m is s e d  the  w o rk  th a t 's  b een  

p a r t  of m y  l ife , a l l  th e se  y e a r s .  No t r ip s  to the Safew ay, no lugging 

c h ild re n  o r  s u i tc a s e s .  So I  have to s e e k  fo r e x e rc is e .

T he m a in  ev en t of the day  w as the sev en th  re c e p tio n  fo r  the C o n g re s s io n a l 

m e m b e rs  a t  6:30. The u su a l fo rm a t ,  re c e iv in g  lin e  and  p ic tu re s  in  the 

G re e n  R oom , And how s tru c k  I  w as by  the fa c t th a t Lyndon knew the f i r s t  

n am e  o f n e a r ly  ev e ry o n e  of th em , so m eth in g  about th e ir   b i l l s ,  th e ir  d is t r ic t ,

w hat w as  c u r re n t ly  m o s t  im p o rta n t to  th em . He w as g re a t .

I w as d e lig h ted  to h e a r ,  in  the c o u rse  of the exchange w ith  the C o n g re s s -

m en , th a t the  E d u c a tio n  B ill h a d  com e out of c o m m itte e  - so  Adam  C lay ton  

P o w ell had  done a s  he p ro m is e d .

A nd th en  Lyndon and the C o n g re s sm e n  to the B lue Room  fo r th e ir  b r ie f in g , 

Adn I took the la d ie s  down to  the th e a tr e .  W hat an  o rd e a l th is  m u s t be fo r  

M rs .  R u sk  an d  M arg ie  M cN am ara , b u t you n e v e r  cou ld  te l l  i t .  V irg in ia  R u sk , 

too p a tien t; and  M arg ie , too in te re s te d  and  e a g e r  . T h is  w as a  g re a t  team  - 

the m en  and  the w om en.

W hat a  long b r ie f in g  they  h ad  to n ig h t - n e a r ly  two h o u rs  - i t  w as 8:50
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w hen we w ent u p s ta i r s  to the S ta te  d in ing  ro o m . A fte r  ex h au stin g  the 

p le a s u re s  of the m o v ie  on the p a in tin g s , an d  a  t r ip  o v er the second  f lo o r  

by a l l  who h ad  no t se e n  i t  b e fo re , o r  w ho w an ted  to go a g a in  - and w hile  

they  w e re  still e n g a g e d , we had p e rs o n a l  r e m in is c e n c e s  by  M rs . R alp h  H arv ey , 

C h a rle n e  - and  M rs . W illiam  S p rin g e r , E ls ie ,  m e m b e rs  of o u r  8 1 s t Club 

and  In te rn a tio n a l group,  a nd an  a t t r a c t iv e ,  young R ep u b lican , M rs ,

B ra d fo rd  M o rse , of M a ss a c h u se tts .  M rs . H a rv e y  w as the fu n n ie s t, sn d  They 

they  w e re  in v ite d  to  a  C o n g re s s io n a l re c e p tio n  a t  the W hite H ouse, she 

h ad  d ec id ed  to l e t  h e r  s i s t e r  go a s  C o n g re s sm a n  H a rv e y 's  w ife , w hile  sh e , . 

M rs . H arv ey , d ro v e  the c a r  a ro u n d  and  a ro u n d  the b lo ck , w h ile  they  w ent 

( ^ in  fo r  th e ir  su p p o sed ly  45 m inu te  s tay . She, a la s ,  p o o r sou l , h ad  go tten  

in v o lv ed  in  a  c a r  w re c k  w ith  a  p o lic e m an , and  the en su in g  c o m p lic a tio n s , 

of w h e th e r  to  te l l  h im  h e r  nam e w as M rs . R alph  H arv ey , w hen M rs . R alph  

H a rv e y  w as su p p o sed  to be in s id e  a t  the W hite H ouse, a t  the C o n g re s s io n a l 

re c ep tio n !

U p s ta ir s ,  we f e l l  upon o u r s lig h t r e p a s t .  If I  h ad  known th e se  w e re  

going to l a s t  so long, I w ould have p ro v id e d  m o re  su b s ta n tia l  r e f r e s h m e n ts   

than  h a m  and tu rk e y  an d  d ip s , and  c o o k ie s .

T h e re  seem  to be a heav y  p re p o n d e ra n c e  of s o u th e rn e rs  - o r  m aybe 

s o u th e rn e rs  m ake  th e m se lv e s  fe lt  m o re .  C ould  i t  be th a t I ju s t  g ra v ita te  

to  them ?

T h e re  w e re  the C o lm e rs  of M is s is s ip p i;  the C oo leys of N o rth  C a ro lin a ; 

the H u b e rts  of L o u is ian a ,^w h o m  Lyndon u se d  to s e rv e  long ago on th e  N aval
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A ffa irs  C o m m ittee ; the A rm is te a d  S eldens of A lab am a, one of m y t r a in

rid in g  com pan ions of the I960 cam paign; and  the R u s s e ll  T u ten s  of G e o rg ia .

And a  h eav y  p re p o n d e ra n c e  of T ex an s  own C o n g re s sm a n , W right

P a tm a n ; the Bob P o a g e s  he know s m o re  about m o re  su b je c ts -- a  r e a l  

s tu d e n t than  n e a r ly  anyone I know; and the R ay  R o b e r ts ;  and  w hite  h a ire d , 

f lam b o y an t M en d e l R iv e rs  of South C a ro lin a .

L yndon d is a p p e a re d  b r ie f ly  - he h a s  a  m a rv e lo u s  f a c il i ty  fo r going 

so m e w h e re , pu tting  in  an  a p p e a ra n c e , g e ttin g  the c r e d i t  fo r  being  two 

p la c e s  a t  the sam e  tim e . He m ad e  a  d ro p - in  c a ll  on the T ex as  E x 's  M a rc h  

2nd B anquet, w hich w a s , am az in g ly , in  h o n o r of a  n o n -T ex an , the f i r s t  

tim e  in  m y  m e m o ry  th a t such a  th ing  h a s  tak en  p la c e . H aving ex h a u s te d  

the r o s t e r  of a l l  the a v a ila b le  T e x an s , the T ex as  E x 's ,  th is  tim e , h o n o red  

S p eak e r M c C o rm a c k  of M a s s a c h u s e tts .  And Lyndon w ent o v e r  to ex ten d  

h is  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  and  d ro p  in  on the m e e tin g .

I t w as a f te r  10 w hen  we s a id  goodby and w ent u p s ta i r s .  One of the good 

re c e p tio n s ,  though n o t the  b e s t ,  bu t a  g rad e  A p e rfo rm a n c e  by  Lyndon, 

a c c o rd in g  to a l l  the C o n g re s sm e n  who ta lk e d  w ith  m e .

One th ing  th ey  keep  on re p e a tin g  o v e r  and  o v e r . If the P re s id e n t  cou ld  

ju s t  ta lk  to the public  th is  w ay, if  he w ould ju s t  say  o v e r  TV  w h a t  he h as  

s a id  ton igh t, i t  w ould be a  good thing fo r  the w hole co u n try .
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