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L ife is  liv ed  th e se  d ay s , a g a in s t the b ack d ro p  of a i r  s tr ik e s  in  V ie t-Nam 

by  o u r p lanes;  a t tack s  on o u r E m b a s s ie s ^  th is  w eek  i t ’ s the one in  M oscow - -  

s to n es  and  in k  b o ttle s  by  m obs of s tu d en ts  and  d iss id en ts^  and  a r is in g  m u rm u r  

of the p r e s s  h e re  in  W ash ing ton  a bou t s e c re t iv e n e s s  o r  not enough p r e s s  

c o n fe re n c e s . But we s t i l l  r e a d  th a t m o re  than  80% of the peo p le , a pprove 

of the r e c o r d  Lyndon is  m ak ing  - i t ’ s s o r t  of lik e  shooting  the ra p id s , e v e ry  

m o m e n t a  new  s tru g g le , e v e ry  m o m en t a  new d ire c tio n  - try in g  to keep  the 

c r a f t  le v e l an d  aw ay  fro m  the ro c k s , an d  no s t i l l  w a te r  in  s ig h t.

T h is  m o rn in g  I had  a  co n fe re n c e  w ith  V irg in ia  R usk , B e ss  and  L iz , 

abou t the p o ss ib le  t r ip  to V irg in ia , on w hich  we m ig h t take a ll  of the

D ip lo m atic  C o rp s , som e 110 w om en.  I  l a m  going down to A bingdon,  V irg in ia  

in  M ay, to a w a rd  a n  honor to R o g e r S tevens a t  the B a r te r  T h e a te r ,  and  we 

thought abou t t a k in g  a l l  the la d ie s  o f the C o rp s , Jon  a  bus th ro u g h  the 

b ea u tifu l V irg in ia  c o u n try s id e .  L u n c h  a t  M o n tice llo , ta lk s  a long  the  waiy 

on C o lo n ia l A m e ric a n  h is to ry ,  and  then  see  a  p lay , spend  the n ig h t in  
Abingdon ,

It is  I  who h av e  co ld  fe e t. L iz  and  B e ss  a r e  re a d y  an d  w illing  to w o rk  

an d  cou ld , no doubt, do i t  b e au tifu lly . I find  M rs . R u sk  a s  tim id  a s  I, o r  

p e rh a p s  the w o rd  is  ju s t  m o re  know ledgeab le , ab o u t the p itfa lls  we m ig h t 

e n c o u n te r . The u p sh o t of i t  w as , th a t a f te r  an  h o u r and  a  h a lf ’s ta lk , I  

s a id  i t  w as too m u ch  to  ta c k le , b u t l e t ’s do ex p lo re  the p o s s ib il i t ie s  of 

g e ttin g  to know the la d ie s  of the C o rp s  in  som e m o re  in fo rm a l and  in tim a te
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m a n n e r  th an  ju s t  a  h an d sh ak e  and  a cup of te a .

T hen  the n ex t p a r t  of the day  w as d e c o ra tin g  w ith  M rs . Sm ith , who 

c a m e  w ith  m o re  s a m p l e s / m a d e  the d e c is io n s  on a l l  the lo v e ly  fa b r ic s  

fo r  the W est h a ll ,  and  they  a r e  a  d e lig h t to the eye.

And then , L uc i h ad  a  p r iv a te  s e s s io n  w ith  h e r ,  w h ile  I  d id  som e d esk  

w o rk  and  L u c i e m e rg e d , co n fid en t, p le a se d  w ith  h e r  c h o ic e s , qu ite  ab le  

to p a in t a  p ic tu re  of w hat she w an ted ; and  M rs . Sm ith , qu ite  a b le 'to  

p ro v id e  f a b r ic s ,  p a in t, and  flo o rin g , to ach iev e  the d re a m  th a t L u c i h a s .

She a l l  b u t w an ts  a  f ire p la c e  and pine p an e l w a lls , in  th a t open ed  g la s s e d  

s o la r iu m  1
w hich  is

( T hen  we w en t o v e r  to the P r e s id e n t 's  w aitin g  ro o m , d ra b  and

d o lefu l; i t  n eed s  c o lo r  an d  p e rso n a li ty . M em en toes of the m an  one is  

w aitin g  to se e  in  the room  beyond; evidence th a t th is  is  r e a l ly  the w aiting  

room  fo r  the P re s id e n t  of the U nited  S ta te s , w ith  a  l i t t le  of the w eigh t of 

h is to ry  on the w a lls  a ro u n d .

I 'd  h ad  two d e sk s  of the v in tag e  of T h eo d o re  R o o sev e lt b ro u g h t o v e r  

fro m  the w a re h o u se , an d  a  ta l l  b o o k case  o f th e  sam e p e r io d . We hope to 

in h e r i t  the b r ig h t re d  ru g  in  L y n d o n 's  o ffice , fo r  c o lo r , w hen he g e ts  a  

new  one w ith  the s e a l .  We rehung  p ic tu re s  and  r e a r r a n g e d  fu rn itu re  and  

e m e r g e d  qu ite  p le a s e d  w ith  o u r s e lv e s ,  and  w ith  M rs , S m ith 's  p ro fe s s io n a l 

touch .

H o rac e  B usby  an d  B ill W alton had  jo in ed  u s . B ill is  f r e s h ,  e n th u s ia s tic .
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e a sy  to know, a t  le a s t  on the s u r fa c e .  T h is  w ent on u n til ab o u t 3:30 and  

then  I h ad  to m ake a  b r e a k . . - - ^  v
"  I  Rvni'JitJ

to go, of a l l  th in g s, to the c i r c u s .  Ringling B ro th e rs  h ad  in v ite d  6000

D is tr ic t  c h ild re n , who  have h a rd ly  h ad  a  chance  to see  a  c i r c u s  b e fo re ,

and  they  h ad  in v ite d  m e , an d  I w as d e lig h ted  to go b e c a u se  I  w an ted  to say
to.

"T h an k  You" to them  fo r  th e ir  g e n e ro s ity  t o  a l l  th e se  y o u n g s te rs . The 

c h ild re n  had  com e in  b u s e s , an d  s ta tio n  w agons, and  on foo t, fro m  se tt le m e n t 

hom es, and  n u r s e r i e s ,  and  c h u rc h e s , an d  e le m e n ta ry  sch o o ls , a l l  of them  

s e le c ted  by  the U nited  G iv e rs  F und , to a tte n d  the show .

Two clow ns le d  m e to m y  s e a t ,  and  I found m y se lf  b e tw een  Joyce  W affen , 

a  bubb ly  l i t t le  b lond, and  Tow ana Jo hnson , a  q u ie t, d e c o ro u s , w e ll-m a n n e re d  

l i t t le  n e g ro . And in  a  s e a  of c h ild re n , th re e  fo u rth s  of them  n eg ro .

L a te r  I r e a d  in  the p a p e r , "D u rin g  the show , M rs . Johnson  s a t  am ong 

th em , r e m a rk a b ly  u n a tten d ed  by h e r  a id e s ,  o r  by the p r e s s .  " T h a t w as t ru e  

of m y  a id e s ,  J e r r y  w as p r a c t ic a l ly  in v is ib le  so m ew h ere  b eh in d  m e , and  L iz  

n o w h ere  to be se e n , bu t the p r e s s  and  TV, w ith  a  f o r e s t  o f c a m e ra s ,  w e re  

r ig h t in  f ro n t  o f m e .
------------------

W hen I  saw  how p le a s e d  Jo y ce  w as a t  the thought of getting  h e r  p ic tu re  

m ade  w ith  m e , I thought even  th a t w as  a  good id e a .

P re s e n t ly  they  d is a p p e a re d , the p r e s s  th a t i s ,  and I en joyed  the g re a te s t

^ cJLshow  on e a r th ,  w ith  a  v e r y  a p p re c ia tiv e  a u d ien ce , fo r  two h o u rs . A u to rea  

hung fro m  a s h o r t  ro p e , on the  top of the ten t, and  d id  100 body tu rn s .  And 

the pood les  and s c o tt ie s ,  and  the dog an d  pony show w ere  cuddly  an d  sau cy .
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And the c h ild re n  en jo y ed  the co tto n  candy-- ev e ry o n e  got a  cone full-- a lnnost

a s  m u ch  a s  they  en joyed  w hat they  w e re  v iew ing .
..... ... ......  ,, ^^ ----------- ‘ ..... .

W ell, i t ’s a  funny thing to r e g a rd  a s  a  p a r t  of the d u tie s  of a  F i r s t  Lady

bu t i t  had  i ts  u s e /

B ack  hom e a t  the  W hite H ouse, I w as u n su c c e ss fu l in  p ry in g  Lyndon

fro m  h is  o ffice , so  I s e tt le d  down in  f ro n t of the f i r e  in  m y  b e d ro o m , to

re a d  m a il  and  a  book, The O rd w ay s, by W illiam  H um phrey , 
d in n er

Then dinner ab o u t 11, on a  tra y . T hank  goodness Z ep h y r had  gone.

In bed  by  m id n ig h t.
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