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W as a  r a th e r  le a n  day - no t enough happening . Y earn in g  fo r e x e r c is e,

I w alk ed  a ro u n d  the g ro u n d s , th re e  t im e s , in  the m id d le  of the a fte rn o o n , 

and  I m e t Lyndon abou t 3;30, going up to the seco n d  f lo o r , fo r h is  lunch , 

w ith  M cG eorge B undy. He e i th e r  d o e sn ’t e a t a t  a l l -- lu n ch - - o r  e ls e  i t 's  

too la te  in  the day  fo r a  b a la n c e d  ro u tin e , o r  so  I th ink .

A s I w alked  I saw  the b u lb s , tu lip s  and  d affo d ils  w e re  up ab o u t 3 in c h e s , 

and  the buds w e re  sw elling  on the t r e e s .  Spring  w ill be com ing  v e ry  soon! 

B ack  u p s ta i r s ,  I  jo in ed  L y n d o n 's  lu ncheon  g roup , w hich  by now.

in c lu d ed  J im  H ag g e rty , of ABC; and  L e o n a rd  Goldman a n o th e r  ABC m an ; 

and  M arv in  W atson .

Among o th e r  th in g s , th e ir  m is s io n  in  com ing  w as to ta lk  to m e  abou t 

the p o s s ib il i ty  of doing a  TV show , a b o u t  b e a u tif ic a tio n  p lan s  ,in  W ashington, 

It w ould be f ilm e d  o v e r  fo u r o r  five  m o n th s , p ro b ab ly  to be a i r e d  a t  T h a n k s -

g iv ing . A d o c u m en ta ry , s o r t  of lik e  th e ir  I ,  L e o n a rd o . I  am  tim id  a t  the 

thought of th a t m u ch  e x p o su re . I  am  no a u th o r ity , ju s t  an  in te re s te d ,  

e n th u s ia s tic  c itiz e n ; I re c o g n iz e  I do have a  s o r t  of too l in  m y  h an d s , by  th is  

t i t le  I c a r r y ,  an d  I w ant to u se  i t ,  b u t I  shake at the thou g t of pu tting  m y se lf  

fo rw a rd  a s  a  s o r t  of c ity  p la n n e r , la n d sc ap e  a r c h i te c t ,  pe^E^gt^.

I th ink  in  m y  s h o e s  t h e r e  shou ld  be som eone of ex q u is ite  s e lf - a s s u ra n c e  

who cou ld  pu t o th e r  people to w o rk , and who, i n the m o s t la d y - lik e  fa sh io n , 

is  a  r e a l  s a le sm a n .
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We ta lk e d  abou t the show - w h e th e r  i t  w ould be p o ss ib le  to have a 

sp o n so r , and  d ec id ed  i t  w ould no t - th a t i t  w ould have to be  m ade a v a ila b le  

to a l l  th re e  n e tw o rk s . And in  the end, L e o n a rd  G oldenson s a id  he w ould 

tu rn  the id e a  o v er to a  d i r e c to r ,  go to w o rk  on a  p o ss ib le  s c r ip t ,  an d  then 

ta lk  w ith  m e abou t i t  l a te r .
■ /

A sad  p a r t  of the d ay  w a s  to have Lynda B ird  com e o v er to find  m e  

w hen I w as in  J a c k  V alenti's o ffice  - and b u r s t  in to  t e a r s .

I fo llow ed  h e r  ou t.  The tro u b le  is  a  v e ry  s im p le  one. She*d f in a lly  s e t 

h e r  h e a r t  on going to E u ro p e  th is  s u m m e r . ^  had  b ee n  o ffe rin g  i t  a s  a  p lu m , 

p lann ing  on  i t ,  w ish ing  she w an ted  to  go, p ro m is in g  i t  to h e r  w hen she 

g ra d u a te d  f ro m high  sch o o l - an d  now, ju s t  now - p ro m is in g  i t  to h e r  fo r  h e r  

2 1 s t b ir th d a y . A nd p ra c t ic a l ly  s im u lta n e o u s ly , the gold c r i s i s ,  gold  flow 

out of th is  co u n try , co m es  upon  u s  and Lyndon a s k s  ev ery b o d y  to s e e  A m e ric a  

f i r s t  - to l im it  th e ir  t ra v e l  a b ro a d  th is  su m m e r]  So how c a n  the P r e s id e n t 's  

d au g h te r  choose  th is  su m m e r fo r  fo u r w eeks in  E u ro p e ?

A s though th a t w e re n 't  enough, I had  the a b y sm a l p o o r ju d g em en t to 

sp e a k  of m y  p lan s  fo r  h e r ,  w hen sh e  and  Lyndon a n d   I w e re  a l l  to g e th e r . 

P o o r , d e a r  Lyndon.

L ynda and  I c o m fo rte d  each  o th e r  a s  b e s t  we cou ld , a f te r  she r e tu rn e d  

fro m  c la s s ,  te a r fu lly , b u t u n d e rs tan d in g  - and  th a t old, old p ro m ise  "A n o th e r  

tim e  d e a r ,  i t  w ill a l l  w o rk  ou t a lr ig h t .  "
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T on igh t w as the e igh th  of the C o n g re s s io n a l re c e p tio n s , som e 50 o r  

so house  m e m b e rs  inc lud ing  the John  D av is ' of G eorg ia ; the W illiam  Jenn ings 

B ry a n  D orns - the nam e d e lig h ts  m e  - of South C aro lina; the G ath ings of 

A rk a n sa s , whom I 'v e  known fo r  25 y e a r s  o r m o re ; Sam G ibbons of F lo r id a , 

who a cco m p an ied  m e  on m y  l a s t  t r ip ;  and the He rlo n g s  of F lo r id a , who a r e  

re sp o n s ib le  fo r  abou t the g a y e s t fam ily  v a c a tio n  the Jo h n so n s e v e r  h a d ^  to 

D aytona B each , a l l  fo u r of u s , along w ith  the T h o rn b e r ry s ,  m any  y e a r s  ago .

O tto P a s sm a n , who m ak es  l i f e  m is e ra b le  fo r  the S tate D e p a r tm e n t; the 

Bob S ikes of F lo r id a ;  and  th e  J a m ie  W hittens of M is s is s ip p i.

We got off to a  slow  s ta r t ,  b u t d id  the p ic tu re  lin e  r a th e r  qu ick ly . I  

thought I n o tic e d  th a t Lyndon w as q u ie t, and  no t fee lin g  v e ry  w e ll. And th en , 

down in  the th e a tr e ,  we saw  once m o re , the m ovie on the p ic tu re s  in  the 

W hite  H ouse.

A nd then , w hile  a  n o tic e a b ly  la rg e  group  d e p a r te d  fo r the seco n d  f lo o r , 

we h e a rd  re m in is c e n c e s  fro m  E lo ise  B eck w o rth  of T e x as , who to ld  the 

s to ry  of how the baby  chew ed  up her White House in v ita tio n  - one I 'v e  o ften  quoted .

M rs . C h e t H o llo fie ld  of C a lifo rn ia , and M rs . H as tin g s  K eith  o f  a  M a ssa c h u se tts  

R ep u b lican .

We w e re  in  the  S tate  D ining Room  by 9 o 'c lo c k , and  i t 's  obvious to m e .

I 'v e  got to l i m i t  the d r in k s  p a s se d , o r  sh o r te n  the tim e  sp en t. T h is , the 

e ig h th , w as no t one of the b e s t  re c e p tio n s .

S e c re ta ry  R usk , w hose b r ie f in g s , in  sp ite  of the d ism a l new s he often
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h a s  to convey, a r e  s h e e r  p o e try  - w as a b se n t and not even the red o u b tab le

M cN am ara , who h a s  b een  te s tify in g  on the H ill, a  m a ra th o n  o£ days - no t

ev en  he w as v e ry  good th a t n igh t.

And Lyndon w as q u ie t and  b r ie f ,^ s t r ik in g  the f i r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d

h is  o th e r  p e r fo rm a n c e s .  T he C o n g re ssm e n  se e m e d  a p p re c ia tiv e  bu t the

even ing  w as r a th e r  l u s t e r l e s s .

It w as 10 o 'c lo c k  by the tim e  we w e re  u p s ta i r s ,  no d in n e r  e x c ep t fo r

the sn a c k s , and  the sam e  is  tru e  of a l l  of o u r g u e s ts . If they a r e  going to

be th is  long , I  s h a ll  have to  p ro v id e  so m eth in g  m o re .

The p r e s s  i s  hav ing  qu ite  a  v e n d e tta  w ith  Lyndon, on the su b je c t of h is
w ield ing

a l l e g e d  s u p p re s s io n  of n ew s, w ith  Joe A lsop  w eilding a  v e ry  sh a rp  r a p ie r  

and  E vans an d  Nov a ck  lead in g  the p a c k .

T he q u e s tio n  is  how to co m b a t, o r  wh e th e r  to co m b at i t .  How e ffec tiv e
-z

can  o u r w o rk  b e . How m u ch  c an  they  te a r  u s  down - fo r  the im m e d ia te  o r 

p r e s e n t  - and  w hat a f fe c t  m ig h t i t  have on the w ay we a p p e a r  in  h is to ry ^
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