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D aw ned p r e t ty  and b r ig h t .  I w o rk ed  a t  m y  d e sk , then  c a lle d  

L ibby  Row e to  d r iv e  a ro u n d  w ith  m e  to  s u rv e y  th e  b e a u tif ic a tio n  s ite s  

th a t  w ill be  the  su b je c t of o u r c o m m itte e 's  m e e tin g  on T u e sd ay .

We got out in  f ro n t of th e  new B u ild ing  of H is to ry  and  T echnology , 

one of th e  h a n d so m e s t b u ild in g s  I have e v e r  s e e n . I m ad e  a  m e n ta l note to 

ch e ck  the  a r c h i te c t ,  b e c a u se  a lw ays in  th e  b a c k  of m y  m in d  th e s e  days I 

have the  Lyndon B a in e s  Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y .  The p lan tin g  - -  la rg e  t r e e s ,  

oak , m ag n o lia  (not m u ch  g ra s s ) ,  g round c o v e r  of ivy  and  p e r iw in k le , th e  

long  ex p an se  of th e  t e r r a c e  w ith  th e  w h ite  m a rb le  bu ild ing  a s  a  b ack g ro u n d , 

w ill m ak e  a  m a rv e llo u s  fo il fo r  the o u tdoor ea tin g  p la c e  th e  S m ith so n ian  

p la n s  fo r  th is  s u m m e r . U m b re lla s , ta b le s ,  c h a ir s  - -  w hat a .h a v en  fo r  

a l l  th e  b u s lo a d s  o f c h ild re n  th a t have d r iv e n  in  to  see  th e  S m ith so n ian  and 

f o r  th e  M am as who a r e  tak in g  th e i r  S a tu rd a y  to u r  w ith  a  s ta tio n -w ag o n  fu ll 

o f y o u n g s te rs .

We w alked  f ro m  the  S m ith so n ian  down p a s t  th e  a r e a  w h ere  the 

p a n s ie s  w ill be  p lan ted  and  on down to  th e  C ap ito l, w ith  E liz a b e th  te llin g  

m e  so m eth in g  of th e  h is to ry  of the  M all, th e  "ta p is  v e rt"  

th e o ry  th a t  th e  long im p re s s iv e  g re e n  r ib b o n  should  re m a in  u n c lu tte re d  

f ro m  th e  L in co ln  M e m o ria l to  the  C a p i to l .  The p ro p o se d  s ta tu a ry  g a rd en , 

r ig h t  in  f ro n t o f A rc h iv e s , w ith  its  b ig , h an d so m e t r e e s  - -  I hope no u n d e r -

g ro u n d  p a rk in g ,m e n a c e s  th e m . H e re  th e r e  m ig h t be  ou tdoor r e s ta u r a n ts ,
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S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  6th  (continued)

fo u n ta in s , m a s s e s  of b loom ing  s h ru b s , m aybe som e f lo w e r-b e d s , and , of 

c o u r s e ,  b en ch es  fo r  th o se  who w an t to  r e s t  and a d m ire  the m o s t b ea u tifu l 

tw o m ile s  of r e a l  e s ta te ' in  th e  U nited  S ta te s .

On down to  the  C ap ito l, we d ec id ed  to  c lim b  up on th e  s te p s , 

w h e re  th e  S en a te  L a d ie s  a r e  m ak in g  n o ise s  abou t s e ttin g  out th e i r  own 

ta b le s  and  u m b re lla s  and  having  te a  w ith  c o n s titu e n ts  t h i s ^ m m e r .  How 

I hope th ey  do it!  I t  w ould be  th e  m o s t su p e rb  view in  W ashing ton , bo th  

th e  view  of th e m  f ro m  the  s t r e e t  below and the view th ey  w ill g e t o f the 

long ex p an se  of th e  M all, the  f la g -c i r c le d  W ash ing ton  M onum ent, and  

th e  L in co ln  M e m o ria l.

We d ro v e  p a s t  g re e n - le a fe d  g a rd e n s , a lso , ab o u t a  good two 

h o u rs , d ren ch in g  m y s e lf  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t p lan s  th a t h av e  b e en  m ad e , 

changed , d is c a rd e d , fo r  th e  C ity  of W ash ing ton .

I r e tu rn e d  ju s t  in  t im e  to  hav e  lu n ch  w ith  R obin  D uke, E lsp e th  

R ostow , and L ynda B ird .  R obin  had  ta lk e d  so m uch  abou t M rs .  Rostow  

we though t i t  w ould be fun to  have a  q u ie t v is i t ,  ju s t  th e  fo u r o f u s .  She 

and  R obin  a r e  b o th  to  m e  the  b e s t  p ro d u c ts  of a  v e ry  d iffe re n t w o rld . 

Jo h n so n  C ity  and  K a rn a c k  d id  no t p r e p a re  m e  to  fe e l a t  hom e w ith  th em , 

b u t I lik e  th e m  b o th  so  m u ch . M rs .  R ostow , s le e k , b ea u tifu l, so  k een  

of m in d , te a c h e s  a  c o u rs e  to  F o re ig n  S e rv ic e  s tu d e n ts  and b u s in e s sm e n
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and  w om en who a r e  l ik e ly  to  go a b ro a d . As w e ll a s  I can  g a th e r , i t  is  s o r t  

of an  in te rm in g lin g  of th e  econom y and th e  h is to ry  of o u r  c o u n try  and  its  

p la c e  in  th e  w o rld  to d ay .

L y n d a 's  fond hope - - a  l i t t le  flig h t in to  in d ep en d en ce  - -  had  

b e en  to  go to  E u ro p e  th is  su m m e r , spend  abou t s ix  w e e k s . I w as a l l  in  

fa v o r of i t .  I t w as to  be h e r  tw e n ty - f i r s t  b ir th d a y  p r e s e n t .  And th en  

a lo n g  c o m e s  h e r  D ad d y 's  p o licy  about fo re ig n  t r a v e l  and  th e  d ra in in g  

of th e  d o lla r  aw ay  f ro m  th is  c o u n try . How can  the  d a u g h te r  of th e  

P r e s id e n t ,  th en , e m b a rk  on a  gay  t r ip  to  E u ro p e  in  the  face  o f th a t?

So w e q u ie tly  ta b le  i t ,  a c c e p t d e fe a t, bu t d e te rm in e  to  do i t  l a t e r .

L uncheon  to d ay  w as s o r t  of a  p r e l im in a ry  c o u rse  in  the 

p o s s ib i l i t ie s  of su ch  a  t r ip .

P a u l D r e s s e r  is  in  tow n, e n ro u te  to  h is  th re e  y e a r s ' s e rv ic e  

du ty  in  G erm an y , and  L ynda is  doing h e r  USO b it ,  hav ing  h im  a s  a  house  

g u e s t and  show ing h im  th e  tow n.

1965

S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  6th  (continued)

Cr

L a te  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  he and L ynda and  

I w en t o v e r to  th e  bow ling  a lle y , and  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  I b ro k e  a  h u n d red , 

m ak in g  th e  g re a t  to ta l  o f 103! And com ing  in  l a s t  of the  th r e e  of u s .

T hen  to  the  poo l, w h e re  I d id  th i r ty  len g th s  of th e  pool a lo n e . 

O h, lo v e ly , u n u sed  o p p o rtu n ity  - -  th is  d e lig h tfu l poo l - -  b u t only  I en joy  

i t .

- 3 -



1965

S a tu rd a y , M arch  6th  (continued)

L u c i is  f in a lly  feeling  w ell a g a in . S h e 's  b a ck  a t  w o rk  a t  D r . 

K ra s k in 's  on S a tu rd a y s . She says people a r e  so s u rp r i s e d  b e ca u se  she 

know s the  w o rk . S h e 's  ju s t  bubbling . I t 's  h a rd  to  pu t a  s top  to  the sp a te  

of w o rd s  w hen L u c i g e tf i  to  ta lk in g .

iV
T onight sh e  had  the B e ttse s  to  d in n e r . P o p , a s  she  c a lls  hirtij 

D r .  B e tts ,  P a u l, h is  two b ro th e rs ,  the f ian cee  of one of th em , h is  s i s t e r  

and  th e  young m an  sh e  goes w ith . I ta lk ed  w ith  th em  in  th e  Yellow R oom  

w hile  L u c i f r ie d  ch ick en  in  the u p s ta ir s  k itc h e n . T hey  a r e  a  c lo se  

fa m ily , obv io u sly  v e ry  fond of each  o th e r , and fu ll of an ecd o te s  about 

th is  o r  th a t s i s t e r  o r  b r o th e r . I SAMRBED

L u c i to o k  th e m  down fo r  d in n e r  in  the d o w n s ta irs  F a m ily  

Dinf ng R oom , and Lyndon and I had d in n e r  on a t r a y  abou t 9:15, and th en  

I had  m y  fa v o rite  S a tu rd a y  n igh t d iv e rs io n , G unsm oke.
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