
V . 1965

Sunday, M a rch  7th

We w en t to  th e  C h r is t ia n  C h u rch  - -  Lyndon and I and L ynda 

and  P a u l . T he coffee  h o u r a f te rw a rd s  alw ays tu rn s  in to  a  re c e iv in g  lin e , 

and  in  no t im e  a t  a l l  h a lf  th e  S ta te s  of th e  U nion have b een  r e p re s e n te d  in  

th e  c h u rc h -g o e rs  who f ile  by . Lyndon h as  an  a b so lu te  ta le n t  fo r  finding  

th e  c u te s t,  m o s t lo v ab le  l i t t le  g i r l  o r  boy  and  s tr ik in g  up a  c o n v e rsa tio n  

w ith  th e m . T h is  t im e  w as no ex cep tio n .

T h e re  w as a  l i t t le  g i r l  in  a  r e d  v e lv e t d r e s s  - -  I l a te r  found 

h e r  nam e w as K im b e r ly  F ry e  - -  c o m p le te ly  u n in h ib ited , b ig  s m ile , who 

lik e d  no th ing  b e t te r  th a n  to  be  p ick ed  up b y  Lyndon and bounced  and  

k is s e d , a l l  to  th e  g re a t  d e lig h t o f th e  p h o to g ra p h e rs , who w e re  a lso  

d e lig h ted  a s  we f iled  ou t o f the  c h u rc h  to  se e  L ynda B ird  w ith  a  boy 

an d  soon  w e re  te lep h o n in g  L iz  a s  to  h is  id e n tity .

S h o r tly  a f te r  we a r r iv e d  a t  th e  W hite H o u se , S e c r e ta ry  and  

M r s .  M c N a m ara  c a m e . We w ent fo r  a  w alk  on th e  South  G rounds - -  

S p rin g  is  p ro m is in g  soon . T h is  w as ju s t  a  ta s te  of e x e rc is e ,  and  I d id n 't  

g e t an y  yes a n sw e rs  to  m y  su g g e s tio n  th a t  w e a l l  sw im , so  we h ad  lu n ch  

and  Lyndon and  Bob ta lk e d . V ietN am , p e rso n n e l, ap p o in tm en ts  com ing  

u p . He v a lu e s  and  s e e k s  h is  co u n se l and h is  ju d g m en t on a  w id e r  and 

w id e r  s p e c tru m  o f p ro b le m s .

And th en  M arg y  and  I s lip p ed  off and  w ent sw im m in g . We 

ta lk e d  of M rs .  K ennedy . T hey had  se e n  h e r  sk iin g  a t  C h r is tm a s - t im e .
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Sunday, M arc h  7 th  (co n tin u ed )

Skiing  is  a  w o rld  w h e re  you ge t c o m p le te ly  aw ay  fro m  a l l  y o u r t ro u b le s , 

M arg y  s a id . Bob d ro p s  in  to  s e e  h e r  w h en ev er he is  in  New Y o rk .

L a te r  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  L ynda and  P a u l and  I w ent bow ling 

a g a in , and  once m o re  I w as ab ove a  h u n d red  - -  th is  tim e  112. I a lw ays 

fe e l  b e t te r  w hen I have so m e e x e r c is e .

T on igh t th e  B il l  W hites c a m e  to  d in n e r , and  th e  J a c k  B ro o k s 

and  C o n g re s sm a n  P ic k le , and  C la rk  C liffo rd  - -  M a rn y 's  c ru is in g  th e  

C a rib b e a n  w ith  o ld  f r ie n d s  f ro m  S t. L o u is  d a y s , and  th e  J a c k  V a le n tis .

In  ta lk in g  abou t a  c e r ta in  C o n g re ssm a n , som eone r e m a rk e d , "He 

c o u ld n 't  p a s s  T he L o r d 's  P r a y e r  in  th e  H o u se , ” and  J a c k  B ro o k s  sa id , 

"N ot even i f  th e  L o rd  r e tu rn e d  and  spoke in  fa v o r  of i t . "  I t  w as one of 

th o se  co m p le te ly  e a sy  even ings w hen you can  ta lk  of any th ing  and  no t 

fe e l  th a t  i t  w ill w ind up in  th e  p a p e r .

F o r  q u ite  so m e  t im e  I  hav e  b e e n  sw im m ing  u p s tre a m  a g a in s t 

th e  fe e lin g  of d e p re s s io n  and  r e la t iv e  in e r t ia .  I  f lin c h  f ro m  a c tiv ity  and 

in v o lv em en t, and  y e t I r u s t  w ithou t i t .  Lyndon too  liv e s  in  a  c loud of 

t ro u b le s ,  w ith  few ra y s  of lig h t. Now i t  is  th e  S e lm a  s itu a tio n . N eg ro es  

a r e  d e m o n s tra tin g  fo r  th e  r ig h t  to  v o te , and th e  c au ld ro n  is  b o ilin g . O ut 

in  f ro n t of th e  W hite H ouse  p ic k e ts  a r e  m a rc h in g  - - a  no t u n u su a l s ig h t,
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S unday, M arc h  7th  (continued)

bu t in  th is  co n tex t w ith  m o re  p o ig n an cy  th a n  b e fo re , I th in k , b e c a u se  Lyndon 

is  a  S o u th e rn  P re s id e n t ,  b e c a u se  he w on w ith  su ch  a  g re a t  vo te  f ro m  the 

N eg ro es  l a s t  F a l l ,  b e c a u se  th e  r ig h t  to  vo te  h a s  b een  th e  k ey  to th e  w hole 

c iv il  r ig h ts  is s u e  th a t  he h as  h a m m e re d  and  h a m m e re d  s in ce  '5 7 . I am  

coun ting  th e  m o n th s  u n til  M a rc h  of ’68 w hen, l ik e  T ru m a n , i t  w ill be  

p o s s ib le  to  say , " I  d o n 't  w an t th is  o ffice , th is  re s p o n s ib il i ty ,  any  lo n g e r , 

even  if  you w an ted  m e . F in d  the  s tro n g e s t  and  m o s t a b le  and  God b le s s  

you. G o o d b y e ."

In  ta lk in g  abou t th e  V ie t N am  s itu a tio n , Lyndon su m m ed  i t  

up q u ite  s im p ly , " I  c a n 't  g e t out,   I c a n 't  f in ish  i t  w ith  w hat I have got# 

So what w hat th e  H e ll  can I do?"
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