
T he d ay  of th e  seco n d  m e e tin g  of m y  B e a u tif ic a tio n  C o m m ittee  

in  the  Y ellow  R oom  w h e re  N a th an ie l O w ings o v e r coffee cups show ed us 

s lid e s  o f th e  h is to ry  of th e  M all, beg inn ing  w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  g ran d  d es ig n  

o f P i e r r e  C h a r le s  L'E n fa n t - -  in te re s t in g ly  enough, he had  se n t C o n g re ss  

a  b i l l  fo r  90 th o u san d  d o lla rs  fo r  h is  y e a r s - lo n g  w o rk  on th e  C ity  of 

W ash ing ton , and  had  f in a lly  c o lle c te d , I b e lie v e , th re e  th o u san d . L e t 

th a t  no t be  a  w arn in g , I hope, fo r  th e  P la n n e r s !

And th e n  we w en t on down to  th e  changes d u rin g  the  N in e teen th  

C e n tu ry . Q uite  re c e n tly , r e a l ly ,  th e r e  w as a  s te a m  p lan t r ig h t  in  the  

m id d le  o f th e  M all! R a th e r  s u rp r is in g ly .  V an B u re n  had  b e en  one of 

th o se  w ith  e x te n s iv e  p lan s  fo r  th e  M all, b u t th ey  got no p la c e . T hen 

th e  M cM illan  C o m m iss io n  in  the  e a r ly  1900*s h e lp ed  b r in g  L'E n fa n t 's  

v is io n  c lo s e r  to  f ru it io n .

M r. O w ings ' p lan  in c lu d es  a  S c u lp tu re  G ard en  and  o u tdoor
*

r e s ta u r a n t  in  th e  la rg e  em pty  sq u a re  b e tw een  th e  M u seu m  of N atur a l .

H is to ry  and  the  N a tio n a l G a lle ry  o f A r t .  H e w an ts to  b a n ish  au to m o b iles

f ro m  the  M all a r e a ,  d iv e r t  t r a f f ic  th ro u g h  tu n n e ls  u n d e rn e a th , have

u n d e rg ro u n d  p a rk in g , u se  m in i-b u s e s  and  y o u r own fe e t fo r  t ra n s p o r ta t io n

up and  down th e  M all, have a  re f le c t in g  pool a t  the  C ap ito l end of the

M a ll s im i la r  to  th e  one in  f ro n t o f th e  L in co ln  M e m o r ia l ,  p r e s e r v e  the

ta p is  v e r t  - -  th a t  i s ,  the  long g re e n  r ib b o n  th a t  s tr e tc h e s  m a je s t ic a l ly
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f ro m  th e  C ap ito l to  th e  L in co ln  M e m o ria l. A ll of th a t  is  f in e , b u t I hope 

v e r y  m u ch  to  add  so m e m a s s e s  of c o lo r  th a t  w ould show up in  a  y e a r  o r  

tw o in  th is  tow n, b e c a u se  th e  g re a t  p lan  p ro p o se d  w ill tak e  a  d ecad e  o r  

so .

A t abou t 11:30 we s ta r te d  out in  gay  s tr ip e d  m in i-b u s e s ,  a l l  30 

o r  so  o f u s , M a ry  L a s k e r  and  L ibby  Row e c lo se  a t  hand w ith  m e , and 

m ad e  o u r  f i r s t  s to p  a t  th e  S m ith so n ia n  M useum  of H is to ry  and  T echnology , 

w h e re  D illo n  R ip ley  show ed us h is  c h a rm in g  p la n  fo r  hav ing  aw nings and 

ta b le s  and  c h a ir s  and  lig h t r e f r e s h m e n ts  and  m u s ic  on th e  t e r r a c e ,  

b eg in n in g  in  Ju n e .

A nd th e n  we sto p p ed  a t  the  M all w h e re , b o rd e r in g  a h eav y  t ra f f ic  

a r e a  th a t  c r o s s e s  th e  M all, th e re  is  a  long new b ed  of p a n s ie s ,  a  c a rp e t  

o f p u rp le  and  gold , and  I p lan te d  a  sy m b o lic  few to  f in is h  i t  off fo r  the  

eye  of th e  c a m e ra .

T he su b s ta n c e  of th e  day  w as w rap p ed  up in  one lin e  f ro m  th e  

n e w sp a p e r  s to r y  th a t  s a id  "T h e  F i r s t  L ady  hopes th a t  th e  p lan tin g  w ill 

m a r k  th e  b eg in n in g s  o f a n  e x te n s iv e  f lo r a l  b e a u tif ic a tio n  p ro g ra m  

th ro u g h o u t th e  N a tio n , in  p u b lic  h o u sin g  a r e a s ,  in  sc h o o ls , in  p a r k s ,  

and  on h ighw ays and e ls e w h e re ."

T he n ex t s to p  w as a t  one of the  l i t t le  t r ia n g le s  down c lo se  to  

th e  C ap ito l, r ig h t  in  f ro n t  o f th e  HEW , w h e re  M ary lan d  and  V irg in ia
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A venues and  Second S tre e t  c o n v e rg e , I b e lie v e . I t is  one of th e  761 l i t t le  

p a r k  t r ia n g le s  o r  s q u a re s  o r  c i r c le s  fo rm e d  by  th e  w ay I 'E n fa n t f i r s t  

d rew  up th e  c ity . I t  w as q u ite  g re y  and  d ism a l, w ith  a  l i t t le  s c a b ro u s  

g ra s s  and  a  coup le  of le an in g  b e n c h e s , b u t one o r  tw o n ic e  t r e e s .  N ash  

C a s tro  o f th e  N a tio n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e  had  p lan ted  som e v e ry  r e s p e c ta b le - 

s iz e d  dogwood t r e e s .  I  am  d e lig h ted  a t  m y  f i r s t  t r ip  down th e re  and  

re p o r t in g  th a t  th e y  w e re  ju s t  l i t t le  sw itch e s^ cau sed  h im  to  p u t in  l a r g e r  

o n e s ! And u n d e rn e a th  th e m  he had  p u t in  a  goodly n u m b er of the  500 

p in k  and  w h ite  a z a le a s ,  la rg e  o n e s , th a t  th e  C ity  of N o rfo lk  had  s e n t 

up b e c a u se  L u c i u se d  to  be  th e i r  A z a le a  Q ueen . I w as to  u se  the  sh o v e l 

on p u ttin g  in  one of th e  l a s t  a z a le a  b u s h e s .

T h is  cou ld  b e  a  c h a rm in g  l i t t le  sp o t. We ta lk e d  abou t tak in g  th e  

b e f o re - a n d - a f te r  p ic tu re s ,  and  i t  can  be  a  good c a p su le d  s ta te m e n t o f 

th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s .

N ex t we bounced  a long  in  th e  gay  l i t t le  m in i-b u s  to G re e n le a f  

G a rd e n s , a  h o using  a r e a  o f m o d e s t l i t t le  b r ic k  row h o u se s , w h e re  a  

s m a l l  c ro w d  of th e  ne ig h b o rh o o d  fo lks w e re  g a th e re d  to  g re e t  m e , 

in c lu d in g  tw o sch o o l b a n d s , who p e r fo rm e d  loud ly  and  e n th u s ia s tic a lly , 

i f  no t w ith  p e r fe c t io n .

Cu'
( T h is  is  W a lte r  W ash in g to n 's  b a iliw ic k  and  h is  g r e a t  e n th u s ia sm .

In  fa c t, i t  w as he who had  ta lk e d  m e in to  say in g  a  few w o rd s  h e r e .  I
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en joyed  i t ,  b e c a u se  p e ople a r e  w h a t's  im p o r ta n t.  M r. W ash ing ton  in tro d u ce d  

m e  and  I m ad e  a  s m a ll  sp ee c h  in  a  s o r t  of S a tu rd a y  E vening  P o s t  c o v e r  

s e ttin g , w ith  l i t t l e  c h ild re n  w an d erin g  a ro u n d , th e  b and  a t  a tte n tio n . I 

ta lk e d  ab o u t m y  own g a rd en in g  d a y s .

" I t 's  a  s tra n g e  th in g  abou t f lo w e rs  - -  none a r e  e v e r  a s  p r e t ty  a s  

th e  ones b e long ing  to  you, th e  ones you w o rk ed  on y o u rse lf .  I th in k  the  

t r e e s  I a lw ays lo v ed  b e s t  w e re  the  dogwood, th e  w eeping  c h e r ry ,  and  the
//

f lo w erin g  c ra b  I p lan te d  m y se lf  20 y e a r s  ago a t  o u r  f i r s t  hom e in  W ash ing ton .

How a m a z e d  I w as l a t e r  w hen L a u re n ce  R o c k e fe lle r , no le s s ,  

r e m e m b e re d  th a t  l i t t le  b it  and  s a id  so m eth in g  abou t i t  m ad e  th e  ta lk  

com e to  life  fo r  h im .

T he g is t  o f th e  w hole s to p  w as w hat I to ld  S tu a r t  U dall: th a t  a l l  

o f o u r  e f fo r ts  w ill f a i l  u n le s s  p eo p le  in  th e s e  neig h b o rh o o d s can  s e e  th e  

c h a llen g e  and  do th e  w o rk  on th e i r  own f ro n t y a rd s  and  p o rc h e s .  I t  w as 

a  good s ta r t ,  a  good m o rn in g .

We got b a ck  to  th e  W hite H ouse ab o u t one , I fee lin g  th a t  in  m y  

l im ite d  w ay  I h ad  done w hat I could  to  ge t the  B e a u tif ic a tio n  P ro g ra m  

off to  a  b eg in n in g . S tu a r t  U d all is  i ts  r e a l  m o tiv e  p o w er and  L a u re n ce  

R o c k e fe lle r  an d  M a ry  L a s k e r  i ts  g r e a t  a s s e t s .

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  I w o rk ed  w ith  A sh to n  on c o r re s p o n d e n c e , on m y  

l i t t l e  d e c o ra tin g  p r o je c ts ,  and  took  a  nap! I t w as no t th a t  s o r t  o f a  day
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fo r  L yndon . I t  w as a  day  of te n s io n  and  s t r a in ,  w ith  q u ie t l i t t le  S e lm a , 

A lab am a , d o m in a tin g  th e  n ew s . B ut to  so m e  e x ten t the  te n s io n  e a se d  up . 

T he m a r c h e r s ,  led  b y  th e  R e v e re n d  K ing, w alked  th e  p r e s c r ib e d  d is ta n c e  - -  

I b e lie v e  i t  w as a c r o s s  th a t  b r id g e  I h av e  d r iv e n  on so  m an y  t im e s  - -  and  

th e n  tu rn e d  a ro u n d  a t  a  sp e c ifie d  p o in t and  fo llow ed the  R e v e re n d  King 

b ack , in  a c c o rd  w ith  th e  c o u r t  o r d e r .  I h e a rd  la te r  th a t  he d id  n o t know 

w hen he  tu rn e d  w h e th e r  anyone w ould be  fo llow ing h im . B u t th is  w as 

v ic to ry ; th is  w as sa n ity ; a  te m p o ra ry  r e s t r a in in g  lid  on the  v o lcano  to  

g ra n t t im e  fo r  th e  good s e n se  of th e  N atio n  and  a  s tro n g  V oting R ig h ts  

B il l  in  C o n g re ss  to  sav e  us f ro m  c a ta s tro p h e .

A n o th e r s m a ll  p lu s  w as th a t  th e  S en a te  co n firm e d  the  A m b a ssa d o r  

to  I re la n d , so  Lyndon w as fe e lin g  good, g ra n te d  a l l  th e  t ro u b le s ,  w hen w e 

m e t fo r  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l R e c ep tio n  a t  6 :30 . T h is  w as th e  n in th  o f th e  

lo t ,  and  in c lu d ed  T ex an s  Bob and H a z e l C asey , Jo h n  and  J .  D . Dowdy, 

young J e d  Jo h n so n , J r . ,  w hose f a th e r  Lyndon had  s e rv e d  w ith , who alw ays 

re m in d s  m e  how o ld  w e 'r e  g e ttin g ! P r e t ty  B eck y  R o g e rs  and  h e r  husband  

P a u l  f ro m  P a lm  B each , F lo r id a ,  m y  o ld  cam p a ig n  f r ie n d  B a s i l  W h iten e r 

and  h is  w ife - -  I r e m e m b e r  b e in g  on th e  s tag e  w ith  th e m  in  a  l i t t le  N o rth  

C a ro lin a  tow n to  w h ich  we h ad  flow n in  bum py  w e a th e r  in  a  s m a ll  p lan e , 

and  C o n g re s sm a n  and  M rs .  Jo h n  Tunney of C a lifo rn ia  - -  h e 's  th e  son  of 

th e  fo rm e r  h eav y -w e ig h t ch am p io n . And w hen I had  m e t h im  on a  cam p a ig n
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t r i p  l a s t  F a l l  in  C a lifo rn ia  he had  quoted , a m a z in g ly , f ro m  Shakes p e a r e ' s  

T ro ilu s  and  C r e s s id a , l in e s  on how to s te p  down f ro m  b e in g  a  p o p u la r ido l 

in  th e  lim e lig h t, a s  h is  fa th e r  had  once b een , in to  b e in g  unknow n, a  h a s -b e e n . 

A n u n u su a l young p o lit ic ia n .

I t w as the  u su a l w o rk in g  s e s s io n , a  long  b r ie f in g  th a t  ended a f te r  

9, w ith  th e  la d ie s  p ro b a b ly  .a lre ad y  s ta rv in g . Jo h n  C onnally  w as in  tow n, 

l a t e r  jo in ed  us and  s ta y e d  a f te r  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l g u es ts  d e p a r te d , ta lk in g  

long  in  th e  b e d ro o m  w ith  L yndon. It w as n o t u n til  l a t e r  th a t  I  le a rn e d  abou t 

th e  u g ly  happen ing  in  S e lm a  - -  th e  b e a tin g  of th e  R e v e re n d  R eeb  th a t  se n t 

h im  to  th e  h o s p ita l and  m ad e  in f in ite ly  m o re  d an g e ro u s  the  fo rc e s  o f te n s io n  

and  d e s tru c t io n  in  S e lm a  and  a c r o s s  the  c o u n try . So i t  w as one s te p  fo rw a rd  

and  two s te p s  b a c k w a rd s .
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