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W as a day divided between w o rk  on the L ib r a r y ,  the D ip lo m a tic  

C o rp s , and the 10th and la s t  C o n g re ss io n a l re c e p tio n . B u t  i t  was played 

aga inst the stra ng e  background o f loud, in c e ssa n t chanting fro m  the C iv i l  

R ig h ts  m a rc h e rs  parading w ith  b a nners in  f ro n t  o f the W h ite  H o use . Th e y  

had made so m uch no ise  the c h ild re n  cou ld n 't sleep .

In  the m o rn in g  I  had a m eeting w ith  C la rk  C lif fo rd ,  B u z z ,  and L i z  

in  the W e s t W in g , to  ta lk  about the o ne -tw o -th re e  steps tow a rd s the 

Lyn d o n  B a in e s  Johnson P re s id e n t ia l L ib r a r y .  A  few m om ents be fo re  

11 B u z z  answ ered the phone - -  somebody was g iving h im  the s ta r t l in g  

news tha t some o f the C iv i l  R ig h ts  m a rc h e rs  had m arched r ig h t  in to  the 

b u ild in g  w ith  the to u r is t s ,  had taken up th e ir  sea ts on the G round F lo o r ,  

and had re fu se d  to budge. A  s i t - in  in  the W h ite  H o u se ! Som e 12 o f 

them , m o s t ly  young fo lk s .

T h e  m eeting  came to  a quick h a lt w h ile  B u z z  got the news to  

George, and th e re  was a b r ie f ,  h u r r ie d  d isc u ss io n  about how to proceed  

w ith  the t o u r is t s .  I  be lieve i t  was Lynd o n  who decided to le t  them  keep 

r ig h t  on com ing, not to c lose the W h ite  House  to  them , but ro u te  them  

in  such a way th a t they did not m a rc h  p a st the s i t - in n e r s ,  but le f t  the  

s i t - in n e r s  in  q u ie t anonym ity , alone on the G round F lo o r ,  w ith  a m in im u m
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o f W h ite  House  G u a rd s. I  would have loved to have had a peek, but tha t 

w ould have destroyed  the whole idea.

F o r  me the second event o f the day was to go to lunch at the 

Venezuelan E m b a ssy , w here  M r s .  T e je r a - P a r is ,  one o f the lo v e lie s t  

young w ive s o f the D ip lo m a tic  C o rp s , had in v ite d  a ll  the w ive s o f the  

L a tin -A m e ric a n  A m b a ssa d o rs to  be w ith  m e. I  had accepted se v e ra l 

weeks ago--one, because I  want to get to  know the w ive s o f the D ip lo m a tic  

C o rp s b e tte r in  a quie t fa sh io n  (not 100 at a tim e ), tw o, because M r s ,  

T e je r a - P a r is  i s  a m em ber o f m y  old in te rn a tio n a l group and I  know and 

l ik e  h e r, though not closely.  I t  sounded innocuous enough, m eeting a l l  the

w ive s to g e the r, and i t  was on ly  la te r  th a t I  d iscovered  the h u rd le s  along 

the w ayl One, tha t M r s .  Se v illa -Sa c a sa  o f N icarauga, who i s  the w ife  

o f the Dean o f the C o rp s , would p robably expect, so the S ta te  D e p a rtm ent 

sa id , to  extend such a c o u rte sy  f i r s t  in  o u r H e m isp h e re  i f  I  accepted any 

such in v ita tio n . T h is  I  so lved, and once m o re  i t  was L i z  who thought o f 

i t  - -  she i s  f u l l  o f ideas - -  by ask ing  M r s .  Se v illa -Sa c a sa  to accompany 

me in  m y car to the luncheon. A c tu a lly , I  enjoyed the r id e  v e ry  m uch. 

M r s .  S e v illa -Sa c a sa  is  quite  a wom an. She was probably a v e ry  p re tty  

g i r l .  Now she is  m uch too heavy, the m o th e r o f n ine , but re fre s h in g ly  

outspoken, re a lly  quite  funny , a change in  d ip lom a tic  c irc le s . She is  a
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m em ber o f the Som osa  clan, and she in fo rm e d  me tha t h e r fa th e r was no 

G enera l at a ll,  but th a t the U n ite d  S ta te s M e rc ha nt M a rin e  se v e ra l decades 

ago, a fte r some upheaval in  C e n tra l A m e ric a , had in s ta lle d  h e r fa th e r to  

keep the peace. A n o the r d if f ic u lty , I  d iscovered , is  tha t Venezuela, a la s , 

does not have re la tio n s  w ith  some o f i t s  La tin -A m e ric a n  ne ig hb o rs, and 

th e re fo re  how could they in v ite  the w ives of these embassadors? Th e se  ju s t  

happen to be out o f tow n at the t im e . T h e i r  A m b a ssa d o rs ' w ive s to  the OAS 

did come in  m o st in s ta n c e s .

A t any ra te , i t  was an in te re s t in g  two h o u rs . T h e re  w ere  Venezuelan  

a r t  w o rk s  on the w a lls  and a rt ifa c ts  o f p re -C o lum b ia n  days, and we ate in  

a so la r iu m  tha t i s  ty p ic a lly  Venezuelan, they to ld  m e. I t ' s  f i l le d  w ith  

t ro p ic a l p lan ts and o rc h id s , the native  f lo w e r o f Venezue la . We had the  

m o st d e lic io us d e s s e rt  - -  m ering ue  a ca ram el - -  tha t I  can re m e m b e r.

And a fte rw a rd s  th e re  was p e tite  concert by M o re lia  M unoz, an in te rn a -

tio n a lly  known Venezuelan concert s in g e r, v h o  seemed to  be p a rt Ind ian  

and whose voice was m a g n ific e n t.

Th e  L a t in -A m e ric a n  la d ie s w e re  elegant and c ha rm ing , fo r  the  

m o st p a rt, and th ei r  c o nve rsa tio n  was l ig h t and did not re a lly  touch upon 

the th in g s  I  w ould have been in te re s te d  to  hear them  exp lo re : the economy 

o f th e ir  c o u n trie s , what they a re  doing to l ic k  p o ve rty  and fu r th e r  education. 

In  a l l  tha t seeth ing  cauld ron o f L a t in  A m e ric a  th e re  m u s t be so m uch

1965

T h u rsd a y , M a rc h  11th (continued)

-  3 -



Crn

happening - -  I  w is h  they had shed som e lig h t on i t  fo r  me(

I  dropped Se no ra  Se v illa -Sa c a sa  o ff.  And then at fiv e  th e re  was 

another d ip lom a tic  in te rlu d e , when La d y  H a rle c h  a rr iv e d  to say goodbye.

She is  re tu rn in g  to  Eng la nd . She is  the g e n tle st lo ve ly  lady, so v e ry  

B r i t i s h ,  and I  would have like d  to have known h e r b e tte r. We had a long, 

good v i s i t  in  the Y e llo w  R o o m . She to ld  me she was going to stop o ff  

in  New Y o rk  to say goodbye to Jackie Kennedy - -  h e r husband had been 

the sp ec ia l c lose fr ie n d  and, I  th in k , schoolm ate o f P re s id e n t Kennedy.

She to ld  me about the Q ueen's hab it o f in v it in g  two o r th re e  fo re ig n  d ip lom ats  

to each o f h e r d in n e rs , so  tha t in  the course  o f a few y e a rs she got around  

to a l l  the c o u n tr ie s . Maybe the Queen has d in n e rs  so o ften tha t she gets 

around to them  so o n e r.

And then at 6 :30  came the te n th  and la s t  o f the C o n g re ss io n a l 

Receptions^ T h is  tim e  one o f the p ro b le m s had been how to get them  

in  p a st the tw elve s i t - in n e r s ,  but lu c k ily  those tw e lve  had departed, 

a fte r  some u rg in g , v e ry  c iv i l ly  done, I  am  to ld , by the P o lic e  a t about 

s ix  o 'c lock.

T h i s  was a la rg e r  group than m o s t o f the o th e rs , because we had 

t r ie d  to w ra p  up and include a l l  o f those  who had been out o f tow n on o th e r 

occasions b u t had exp ressed  a re g re t at not being able to come. Among
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them  w ere  Te xa n s E a r le  C abell and K ik i  de la  G a rza , v e ry  L a t in ,  v e ry  gay, 

v e ry  a ttra c tiv e , and the R ic h a rd  W h ite s  f ro m  E l  P a so  - -  she is  f ro m  m y  

home tow n o f M a rs h a ll.  M y  o ld -tim e  campaigning fr ie n d s , the C e c il K in g s  

o f C a lifo rn ia , and the C a rl P e rk in s  o f Kentucky - -  she had gone w ith  me on 

m y t r ip  to L ic k  B ra n c h  Sc ho o l. And p re tty  P a ts y  M in k  fro m  H a w a ii w ith  

h e r husband. And C ongressw om an E d ith  G reen, who has given us so m uch  

tro u b le  on the Ed uc a tio n  B i l l  because she fe a rs  the P o p e 's  in fluence at e ve ry  

tu rn .  And Repub lican Le a d e r L e s  A re n d s and h is  p re tty  w ife . And, d ra -

m a tic a lly  enough, the C ongressm an f ro m  Se lm a , Alabama - -  I  th in k  th e ir  

nam e's G lynn A n d re w s.

I t  was the same ro u tin e  - -  g reetings and p ic tu re s , b r ie fin g  fo r  the  

m en, the th e a tre  fo r  the la d ie s w ith  a m ovie  on W h ite  House  a r t ,  and then  

re m in isc e n se s  by se v e ra l o f the la d ie s , th is  tim e  inc lud ing  M r s .  H u m p h re y . 

U p s ta ir s  fo r  a l l  the la d ie s who w ished  to  go to the Second F lo o r ,  and then  

in  the S ta te  D in in g  Room  fo r  re fre sh m e n t. We w ere  v e ry  la te  in  being  

jo ined  by Lynd o n  and the C ong ressm en to n ig h t. Th e y  to ld  me i t  was one 

o f the b e st se ss io n s  they  had ever had - -  o b v io usly  i t  was one o f the  

lo n g e st, because i t  was 9 :30  when they em erged. Th e se  b r ie fin g s  have 

gone lo n g e r and lo n g e r.

W hen the news had come th a t the Re ve re nd  Reeb had died, Lynd on  

and I  excused o u rse lv e s  fo r  a m om ent, a h e lp le ss , p a in fu l m om ent, to
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ta lk  w ith  M r s .  Reeb . B u t  what is  th e re  to say?

We w ent u p s ta irs  a l i t t le  p a st 10, b u t we could hear the C o n g re ss io n a l 

g ue sts s t i l l  laughing and the m u s ic  s t i l l  going below, and out in  f ro n t  the  

chanting o f the C iv i l  R ig h ts  m a rc h e rs . W hat a house. W hat a l i fe .
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