
M y d e a r  f r ie n d s  J im  C ain  and  W illis  H u rs t  a r e  ho u se  g u e s ts , 

and  th is  m o rn in g  th e y  co m p le ted  the  p u rp o se  of th e i r  v is i t  - - a n  ex am in a tio n  

of Lyndon. E s s e n tia l ly  ev e ry th in g  is  f in e . A ll the  b a s ic  o rg a n s  and  the  

fun c tio n in g  th e re o f , b u t th e re  is  th is  h eav y  load  of te n s io n  and  th is  fog of 

d e p re s s io n .  If you’r e  en joying  w hat you do you d o n 't g e t t i r e d ,  no m a t te r  

how h a rd  you w o rk , and  if  i t 's  f ru s t r a t in g  and  fu ll of u n c e r ta in tie s  you u se  

up e n e rg ie s  s tru g g lin g  a g a in s t  w hat you have to  do . In  a  n u tsh e ll, th e i r  

p r e s c r ip t io n  is  e x e r c is e ,  d ie t, and  a  b r e a k  - -  th a t i s ,  g e t off to  su n sh in e  

(y~~ ' and  r e s t  fo r  a  couple o f days e v e ry  tw o w eeks o r ,  a t  the  v e ry  o u ts id e , 

once a  m o n th .

I a d o re  C a m p  D av id . I w ould s im p ly  love  to  go out on the  

b o a t.  I w ould lik e  to  go to  P u e r to  R ico  o r  th e  V irg in  I s la n d s , bu t Lyndon 

fe e ls  ch a in ed  r ig h t  h e r e ,  and  i t 's  hav ing  an  e ro s iv e  e ffe c t on h is  p e rs o n a li ty .

W hen I w alk ed  ou t of th e  ro o m , abou t te n  o 'c lo c k  th is  m o rn in g , 

g loom  w as th ic k  enough to  cu t w ith  a  k n ife . T he m a jo r  d e c is io n  th a t  m u s t 

b e  faced  is  hav ing  a  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e , and w h e re  should  i t  b e  and  should  

i t  b e  te le v is e d , and  w hat CAN he sa y  th a t  w ill p u ll to g e th e r  th e se  b ro ilin g  

m a s s e s  o f h u m an ity , the  N e g ro e s  in  S e lm a  and th e  w hite  fo lks in  S e lm a  

and  th e  p r e a c h e r s  and s tu d e n ts  and  fo lks f ro m  a l l  o v e r th e  U nited  S ta te s  

who have com e down th e r e  to  add  th e i r  s a y  to  the  s itu a tio n . A m azing ly  

enough, w hen I w en t b a c k  in  th e  ro o m  Lyndon m u s t have touched  som e
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in n e r  sp rin g , som e un tapped  r e s o u r c e ,  b e c a u se  he sounded re a d y  to  go out 

and  face  the  w o rld , to  tak e  i t  on . He w as in  a  co m p le te ly  d iffe re n t h u m o r 

and  th a t, fac in g  th e  p ro s p e c t  of m e e tin g  G o v ern o r W allace  a t  noon.

L ynda and  D ave and  I w en t bow ling a f te r  one o 'c lo ck ,, and  I d id  

th e  b e s t  I 'v e  e v e r  done - -  m o re  th an  120, a l l  the  tim e  w ondering  w hat w as 

going on w ith  Lyndon and  G o v e rn o r W a llace . I t tu rn s  out th ey  had  abou t a  

tw o -h o u r  s e s s io n .

I had  a  n ice  l i t t l e  f a re w e ll  v i s i t  w ith  the  two d o c to rs  and w as 

to u ch ed  th a t  th e y  c o n s id e re d  m e a lso  and  u rg e d  m e  to  g e t a t  le a s t  a  o n e - 

d ay  r e s p i te  in  th e  m id d le  of th e  w eek  b y  going to  C am p D avid  o r  H u n tlan d s.

And th en  a t  th r e e - th i r ty  I w ent down in  th e  R o se  G ard en  w ith  

L y n d a  and  D ave to  w a tch  th e  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e . T h e re  m u s t have b een  

300 n ew sp ap e r  p eo p le  th e r e  - - a  b e a u tifu l sunny  day , th an k  H eav en s , coo l 

b u t no t co ld  — and  Lyndon co m p o sed , in  c h a rg e , in  com m and  of the  

s itu a tio n . I though t i t  w as a  g r e a t  p e r fo rm a n c e . I w ould a s  soon  be  

th ro w n  to  th e  w o lv es , b u t he cou ld  pu t h is  tongue to  th e  r ig h t  e x p re s s io n . 

T he p ic k e ts  a r e  s t i l l  w ith  u s . A th o u san d  of th e m  a r e  h e r e .  

T h e ir  n o ise  h as  a lm o s t  c e a s e d  to  b o th e r  m e .

T on igh t is  o u r  p a r ty  fo r  th e  D u k es. I had  p lan n ed  i t  a s  the 

g a y e s t  th in g  w e do , fo r  peop le  th a t  we lo v ed  e s p e c ia lly . And th e  g u es t
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l i s t  w as g ilded  w ith  the  young and  lo v e ly  - -  good d a n c e r s ,  good ta lk e r s .  

N e v e r th e le s s  I had  aw a ited  i t  w ith  d re a d  th a t  th e  co u n try  w ould b e  in  su ch  

a  b la c k  m ood, th a t Lyndon w ould be  u n d e r su ch  a  p a ll, th a t  i t  w ould be 

im p o ss ib le  to  have fun.

U n exp la inab ly , d id  so m e d e lic io u s  l i t t le  th ing  happen  th is  

m o rn in g  o r  w as i t  ju s t  a  s h e e r  e f fo r t  o f w ill, the  p a ll  l if te d  and  to n ig h t 

is  going to  be fun( I w as r e a d y  e a r ly  and  w en t d o w n s ta irs  w ith  R obin  

and  A ng ie . I t w as d e lig h tfu l to  s tan d  in  th e  lin e  and g re e t  p ra c t ic a l ly  

e v e ry  p e r s o n  a s  so m eb o d y  I w an ted  e s p e c ia lly  to  s e e .  F ro m  th e  C ab in et 

th e r e  w e re  the  D illo n s  and the  M cN am aras  and th e  U dalls  and  the F re e m a n ? , 

th e  C o n n o rs , th e  W ir tz e s .  And Whiz z e r  W hite f ro m  the  S u p rem e  C o u rt, 

b e c a u s e  he is  su ch  a  good d a n c e r . F ro m  th e  S en a te , th e  John  S h e rm a n  

C o o p e rs , M ike M onroney , G ale and  L o r r a in e  M cG ee, th e  C la ib o rn e  P e l l s ,  

he w ith  a  b la c k  p a tc h  o v e r  one of h is  ey es  so  th a t  you p ra c t ic a l ly  w anted  

to  a s k  h im  w h e re  h is  cap e  w a s , and  th e  young B irc h  B ayhs - -  I a lw ays 

w an t to  hand  h e r  two m ilk sh a k e s , b u t so  fu ll of life  and  so  n ice  to  o u r 

tw o g i r l s .  And, d e lig h tfu lly , a t  th e  p a r ty  th e re  w as a  R o c k e fe lle r , a  

V a n d e rb ilt , and  an  Astor.* The L a u re n c e  R o c k e fe l le r s .  I  fe e l I have 

co m e to  know th e m  q u ite  w e ll o v e r  the  b e au tif iic a tio n . And a  lo v e ly
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d iv o rc e e , M rs .  J ea n n e  M u rra y  V a n d e rb ilt , L y n d o n 's  s p e c ia l  f r ie n d , ex q u is ite  

in  a  gold b ro c a d e , and M rs .  V incen t A s to r , w hom  I had  m e t th ro u g h  h e r  

H a r le m  p ro je c t  - - a n  o u td o o r liv in g  ro o m , she  c a lls  i t  - -  i t 's  a  p a rk -p la y g ro u n d  

p ro je c t .

I w as e s p e c ia lly  d e lig h ted  to  se e  th e  fa m ily  of A ngie and  R obin . 

R o b in 's  M o th e r, r e m a rk a b ly  b ea u tifu l fo r  a  lad y  of h e r  y e a r s .  A n g ie 's

M o th e r, who is  no y e a r s  a t  a l l  - -  s h e 's  c o m p le te ly  fe y , out of th is  w o rld

11and  liv e s  b y  h e r  own r u le s .  You have th e  fee lin g  th e r o n ly  c r i te r io n  i s .  Is 

i t  a m u s in g ?  R o b in 's  s i s t e r ,  M rs .  R id d ley  of A tla n ta  and  h e r  husband , 

and  A n g ie 's  b r o th e r ,  A nthony D re x e l D uke. W hat a  co lle c tio n  of i l lu s tr io u s  

n a m e s . I co u ld n 't  h e lp  b u t r e m e m b e r  th e i r  w edding p a r ty  a t  w hich  I had 

m e t a  v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  la d y  who sa id  so m eth in g  u n b e liev ab le  lik e  th is ,  "I 

u se d  to  be  S o -a n d -S o 's  s is te r - in - la w  and now I a m  a g a in l"

M a ry  L a s k e r  w as th e r e ,  and  th e  W illiam  R andolph  H e a r s ts ,  

and  J a n e  and  C h a rle s  E n g e lh a rd , sh e  in  an  ab so lu te ly  fabu lous d r e s s  th a t 

sh e  shou ld  have had  h e r  p o r t r a i t  p a in ted  in , b y  V an D yke, if  he w as s t i l l  

l iv in g .

And f ro m  th e  co m m u n ica tio n s  m e d ia  / t h e  D avid  B r in k le y s , 

ths John Chancellors, the Wyatt Dickersons, - • N ancy  w as fu ll of new s
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ab o u t th e  lo v e ly  ho u se  th e y  had  bough t. I t  had  belonged  to  M rs .  K en n ed y 's  

M o th e r, M rs .  A u c h in c lo ss , w h e re  S e n a to r  and  M rs .  K ennedy u sed  to  liv e  

a f te r  th ey  w e re  f i r s t  m a r r ie d .  The L e o n a rd  G o ld en so n s, th e  Bob K in tn e rs , 

B il l  L a w re n c e , and  h an d so m e E r ic  S e v a re id , w ith  h is  s ta tu e sq u e , lo v e ly  

w ife .

And the  cu te  young J im m y  S y m in g to n s, who a lw ays re m in d  m e 

how long  I 'v e  b een  a ro u n d  th is  tow n.

B e s s  had  done d e lig h tfu l th in g s , hand ing  th e  g en tlem en  a 

f a c s im ile  o f an  A m b a s sa d o r ia l  a p p o in tm en t say in g , "Y ou h av e  ju s t  b e en  

ap p o in ted  A m b a ssa d o r  to , " and  th en  h ila r io u s  n am es  of c o u n tr ie s , su ch  

a s  R u m o ra n ia , N ixonagua, In land , e ach  ta b le  be in g  id e n tifie d  w ith  an  

am u sin g  d raw in g  and th e  t i t l e  of su ch  a  G ra u s ta rk  co u n try .

I s t i l l  w as j i t t e r y  abou t th e  to a s t ,  b u t I n e e d n 't  have b e en . 

L yndon w as n e v e r  in  b e t te r  fo rm . T he to a s t  w as good i ts e l f ,  and  th en  

he lau n ch ed  in to  so m e  g re a t  s to r ie s  ab o u t S e n a to r  G reen e  - -  th a t  w as 

a f te r  A n g ie 's  d eft and  c h a rm in g  to a s t  in  w hich  S e n a to r  G re e n  had 

f ig u re d  - -  and  Lyndon had  th e  w hole S ta te  D ining R oom  ro a r in g .

N ot to  b e  ou tdone, a t  so m e p o in t I lif te d  m y  g la s s  to  A ngie and  R obin  

w ith  ab o u t th r e e  se n te n c e s  of v e ry  d eep ly  fe lt  g ra titu d e  fo r  th e i r  

e ffic ie n c y  and in d u s try  a l l  w rap p ed  up in  su ch  a  gay and  ch a rm in g

-  5 -



© -

1965

S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  13th (continued)

c lo a k . P e o p le  c lap p ed  fo r  m e , and  fo r  once I fe lt  th a t  w hat I had  sa id  had  

b e e n  w e ll s a id  - -  a  good-a n t id o te  to  th e s e  l a s t  few m on ths of a  s te a d y  d ie t 

of no t b e in g  p le a s e d  w ith  m y se lf .

T hen  we dan ced , I c o n s ta n tly , in to  f a r  in to  the  n ig h t. I t  w as 

a f te r  o n e - th ir ty  w hen we w ent u p s ta i r s ,  tak in g  w ith  u s B ill  W alton, Je an n e  

V a n d e rb ilt  who w as h is  d a te , th e  D ic k e rso n s  and  th e  A b e lls . T he l a t t e r  

b e a t  a s  q u ick  a  r e t r e a t  a s  c o u r te sy  p e rm it te d .

L ynda had  b ee n  one of the  s ta r s  of the  even ing . She had 

looked  lo v e ly  in  h e r  yellow  In a u g u ra l d r e s s .  G u es t a f te r  g u e s t co m m en ted  

to  m e  ab o u t how a t t r a c t iv e  and  d e a r  sh e  w a s . I va lue  M cG eorge B u n d y 's  

op in ion  a lm o s t  m o s t  o f a l l ,  b e c a u se  he had  w o rk ed  w ith  h e r  l a s t  su m m e r . 

A c tu a lly  w hen  I a m  looking  fo r  a  hu sb an d  fo r  one of th e  g ir ls  I  am  looking 

fo r  a  young M cG eo rg e  B undy - -  u n fo rtu n a te ly  in  s c a r c e  supp ly .

T h e re  w e re  so  m an y  b e a u tifu l w om en th e r e ,  and  I w as v e ry  

p ro u d  of th e  w om en who w o rk  in  L y n d o n 's  v ic in ity , the  w ives of h is  

s ta f f  m e m b e r s . Ju d ith  M o y e rs , A nn H and (not s ta ff , b u t c lo se ) , M a ry  

M a rg a re t ,  and  M a ria n  W atson . A nd I w as p ro u d  of m an y  of th o se  th a t  

w e had  added  to  the  g o v e rn m en t, o r  a t  l e a s t  ad v an ced  to  m o re  im p o rta n t 

p o s ts .  T om  M ann, S heldon  C ohen, L lo y d  H and.
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I t w as a  good day . I fe lt  lik e  we w e re  b ac k  in  m id - s t r e a m

ag a in .
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