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T h e re  a r e  p re c io u s  few tim e s  in  m y  life  w hen I g e t to  b ed  a t  

th re e  o 'c lo c k , b u t th a t 's  w hat h ap pened  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t. So Sunday m o rn in g  

cam e  r a th e r  e a r ly , a lthough  i t  w as te n  o ’c lo ck  w hen Lyndon and I a te  

b re a k fa s t ,  and  I w as s t i l l  lo a th  to  le a v e  the  w a rm  co m fo rt of b re a k fa s t  

in  bed  and  a  down c o v e r le t  - -  and  s t i l l  a^glow f ro m  the  m e m o rie s  o f th e  

good party;, 'Ihe fe e lin g  of be in g  r e a l ly  a liv e  and  r e a l ly  w o rk in g  in  sp ite  

o f m ounting  tro u b le s  la s te d  and Lyndon and I got d r e s s e d  to  go to c h u rc h  

w ith  H u b e rt and  M u rie l, who a r r iv e d  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  c h u rch  t im e . L ynda 

jo in ed  u s , w e d eb a ted  b r ie f ly  w h e th e r  i t  w ould b e  N a tio n a l C ity  

C h r is t ia n  o r  S t. M a rk s . I s a id  th a t s in c e  we*d b een  to  th e  N a tio n a l 

C ity  C h r is t ia n  th e  w eek  b e fo re , l e t 's  do go and  h e a r  B il l  Bax te r .  So 

w e d id , and  w hat do you th in k  he p re a c h e d  ab o u t?  S e lm a . He w alked  

dow n f ro m  the  p u lp it - -  and  th is ,  I  th ink , had  a  m ean in g  - -  and  ta lk e d  

to  us f ro m  the f lo o r  of the  c h u rc h  in  a  v e ry  q u ie t, c o n v e rsa tio n a l 

m a n n e r , and  you could  have h e a rd  a  p in  d ro p , fo r  an  ex cep tio n a lly  

long  s e rm o n  a b out h is  t r ip  to  S e lm a  in  com pany  w ith  a  g roup  of m in is te r s .

Two th in g s  I  r e m e m b e r  m o s t ab o u t i t .  The r e c i ta l  b y  th e  

N eg ro  fa m ily  in  w hose h o u seh o ld  he s ta y e d  - -  th e  w ife w as a  co lleg e  

g ra d u a te  and  sch o o l te a c h e r  who had  no t b een  p e rm it te d  to  r e g i s t e r .  

A bout th e  change in  p eo p le , th e i r  own lo c a l  p eo p le , d u rin g  th e  t im e  of
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th e  in a rc h in g  and  the  r is in g  te n s io n s .  She sa id , "I sav? o u r m a il  m an  h ittin g  

o u r w om en, and  he w as d e lig h tin g  in  doing i t . " The second  th ing  I r e m e m b e r  

w as h is  d e s c r ip tio n  of th e  young s tu d e n ts , I  su p p o se  th e  m e m b e rs  o f SNICK, 

and h is  fee lin g  of u n e a se  and  la c k  of a s s u ra n c e  th a t th e y  w ould be good in -

h e r i to r s  of any  r o le  of le a d e r s h ip .  He s a id , " I  am  a ffe c te d , f r ig h te n e d , 

e n c o u rag ed , and  no t u n c o n fu se d ."  W ell, we found o u rse lv e s  r ig h t  in  the 

m id d le  o f i t ,  w ith  a  h ig h ly  a r t ic u la te ,  r e s t r a in e d  m an  of good in te lle c t  

and  good h e a r t .  T h e re  w as a  g u e s t c h o ir ,  a l l  N eg ro , f ro m  H ow ard  U ni-

v e r s i ty .  M ag n ificen t.

A fte rw a rd  we w ent in  to  the  co ffee h o u r , and  Lyndon a c q u ire d  

a  p ic tu re  f ro m  an  8 6 - y e a r -o ld  la d y  - - a  p ic tu re  o f th e  b lin d , th e  h a lt ,  and  

th e  la m e , com ing  in to  a  c h u rc h  - -  i t  cou ld  so  w e ll b e  S t. M a rk s . I t ’s a  

v e ry  liv e ly  ch u rch , and  I find  m y s e lf  c u r io u s ly  a t  hom e in  its  u n o rthodox  

e m b ra c e .

A f te rw a rd s  we to o k  L ynda B ird  hom e, and  th en  Lyndon sa id , 

" L e t 's  go on to  B il l  W h ite 's  p a r ty ."  A la s , I had  ju s t  to ld  h e r  y e s te rd a y  

th a t I w ould s u re ly  g ive h e r  tw e n ty -fo u r  h o u r s ' n o tice  i f  w e p lanned  to  

co m e . I t  w as a  b ru n c h , a t  The T a v e rn  in  G eorgetow n  a s  I re m e m b e re d  

i t .  B ut T he T a v e rn  p ro v e d  a  p r e t ty  in ad eq u a te  n am e , and  th e  S e c re t
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S unday, M a rch  14th (con tinued )

S e rv ic e  had  one H eck  of a  t im e  finding  i t .  A fte r  a  few a b o r tiv e  s to p s , v»e 

a r r iv e d  a t  the  C ity  T a v e rn , a s  i t  is  l is te d ,  a t  a  m o s t  d e lig h tfu l p a r ty .  T he 

f i r s t  p e r s o n  we saw w as J a c k  V a len ti on the  s id ew alk , and  I th in k  th a t 's  

w hat a le r te d  us to  th e  lo c a tio n  of th e  p la c e . M any o ld  f r ie n d s  w e re  th e r e .  

The R ow es, th e  F o r ta s e s .  I t w as an  h o u r  and  a  h a lf  o f good lis te n in g  and 

good food, and  if  Ju n e  w as f la b b e rg a s te d  she  d id n 't  show i t .  A t l e a s t  L loyd 

H and w as on hand to  len d  ad v ice  abou t how one s e a ts  a  sud d en ly  a r r iv in g  

P r e s id e n t  and  V ice  P r e s id e n t  who w e r e n 't  looked  fo r .

B ill  gave m e  so m e  quite, so lem n  ad v ice  abou t L u c i 's  b eco m in g  

a  C a th o lic . I t w as not to  w ith o u t v e ry  d eep  a s s u ra n c e  th a t  she  w an ted  to , 

qu ite  u n re la te d  to  anybody sh e  m ig h t m a r r y .

W hen we got h o m e, I  g ra te fu lly  c u r le d  up in  bed  w ith  th e  book 

I  a m  re a d in g . T he O rd w a y s , and  L yndon w ent to  th e  o ffice . He w as 

su p p o sed  to  com e hom e fo r  a  nap , bu t i t  m u s t have tu rn e d  ou t to  be  an  

a f te rn o o n  of tre m e n d o u s  w o rk , b e c a u se  in  th e  c o u rse  of i t  th e r e  w as a  

m e e tin g  of th e  le a d e r s h ip  of th e  H ouse and  S en a te , d u rin g  w hich  th e y  

a sk e d  h im  to  com e and a d d r e s s  them on th e  su b je c t o f th e  tu rm o il  in  the  

N a tio n . W hat he w ould s a y  w as c le a r  - -  th a t  th e re  m u s t be a  b i l l  on 

vo ting  r ig h ts ,  w hich  had  no t b e en  a d eq u a te ly  c o v e re d , a s  the  S e lm a  

s itu a tio n  se e m e d  to  p ro v e , in  th e  b i l l  of '57  o r  the  b i l l  o f '6 4 . And so , 

w ith  on ly  24 h o u r s ' n o tice  th e r e  w ill be  a  m a jo r  sp e e ch  M onday n igh t 

a t  n in e  o 'c lo c k !  I t 's  lik e  d ec id in g  to  c lim b  M ount E v e re s t  w hile  you
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a r e  s it t in g  a ro u n d  a t  a  co zy  fa m ily  p ic n ic . I th in k  i t  is  w hat he should  do. 

I a m  g lad  th a t  he is  lau n ch ed , th a t  he is  be ing  " in te n se ly  a c tiv e . I t is  the 

m ilie u  fo r  h im . I t is  h is  l i f e .  He is  lo o sed  f ro m  the  bonds of d e p re s s io n . 

B u t I d o n ’t  know q u ite  w hat sp ru n g  h im !
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T he V a len tis  and  H a r ry  M c P h e rso n  cam e  o v e r w ith  Lyndon 

f ro m  the  o ffice , and  we had  a  q u ie t, c o m p le te ly  p e rs o n a l ,  s o r t  of fa m ily  

d in n e r .
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