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M onday, th e  Ides o f M a rch

I sp en t th e  m o rn in g  c le a r in g  m y  d e sk  w ith  A sh ton .

T oday  I am  d ie tin g . E n d le ss  cups of b la c k  co ffee , one egg 

fo r  lunch , and  th en  I d id  s i t  down w ith  Lyndon and W a lte r  L ippm ann , bu t 

fo r  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n , no t the  food. I had  a  m o m en t w ith  M r. W est and  

M r. K etchum  to  d is c u s s  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  M r. D uP ont abou t a  p o ss ib le  

o ffe r  of a  lo v e ly  A ubusson  rug , from a  M rs .  H utton, fo r  the  B lue R oom .

We d ec id ed  to  a c c e p t i t .  We have a lr e a d y  had to  g e t a l te rn a te s  fo r 

th e  R ed  R oom  and th e  G re e n  R oom . T h is  w ill m ak e  an  a l te rn a te  fo r  

M a ry  L a s k e r 's  in  th e  B lu e  R oom .

A s th e  a f te rn o o n  w o re  on, th e  te n s io n  b eg an  to  m oun t fo r  

ev e ry b o d y  in  L y n d o n 's  o ffice , I a m  s u re ,  and  e s p e c ia lly  fo r  th o se  

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  sp e e c h . W hen I c a lle d  M a ry  V . to  a s k  if  she  w ould 

lik e  one of th e  s te p  s e a ts  in  th e  G a lle ry  I u se , she  sa id  y e s , indeed , she 

w o u ld - - h e r  husband  had  w o rk ed  u n til 6:30 th is  m o rn in g  on th e  sp ee c h . 

T he fo u r M in is te rs  w ith  w hom  Lyndon has  c o n fe rre d  - -  M onsignor 

H ig g in s, R ab b i M il le r ,  R e v e re n d  C a rso n  B lak e , and R e v e re n d  S p ik e ,— 

w ill b e  g u es ts  in  m y  G a lle ry , and  I w as v e ry  p ro u d  th a t J .  E d g a r  H oover 

a c c e p te d  to  s i t  on th e  f ro n t row w ith  m e . I a sk ed  D iana  - -  c iv il  r ig h ts  

is  one of h e r  b ig  in te r e s t s  - -  and  R a m se y  C la rk  and  G o v ern o r E llin g to n
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and the  B u rk e  M a rs h a lls  - -  h e , so  r e c e n tly  r e t i r e d ,  p itch ed  r ig h t  b a c k  in  

to  w o rk  w hen the  c r i s i s  b eg an  to  m o un t.

A t s ix  o 'c lo c k  Lyndon w as in  h is  p a ja m a s , b u t f a r  f ro m  re s t in g .  

T he sp e e c h  w as be in g  b ro u g h t o v e r  to  h im  a  page a t  a  t im e .  He w as going 

o v e r  i t ,  s c ra tc h in g  out l in e s ,  g iv ing d ire c tio n s  to  Ja c k , who looked  p a le , 

h a r a s s e d ,  h is  w o n d erfu l good h u m o r a lm o s t a t  th e  b re a k in g  p o in t. I  could 

v e r y  n e a r ly  h e a r  h im  g ro a n  w h en ev er Lyndon m a rk e d  ou t a  lin e  and w ro te  

in  so m eth in g  e ls e .

T h is  w as s t i l l  going on a t  sev en  o 'c lo c k , and  he had  to  b e  on th e  

s tan d  d e liv e r in g  i t  a t  n in e . I t  w as so m e tim e  along  th en  th a t  he sa id , " L e t 's  

c lo se  i t  up lik e  we c lo se d  th e  one (I g u e ss  i t  w as th e  S ta te  of th e  Union) 

w h e re  I ta lk e d  ab o u t g row ing up in  the  H ill co u n try . L e t 's  ta lk  ab o u t te a c h in g  

th e  M ex ican s in  C o tu lla , th e  f i r s t  job  I had  a f te r  I got out o f c o l le g e ."  It 

had  tau g h t h im  a  lo t ab o u t w hat p o v e r ty  and  p re ju d ic e  m e a n t to  a  young 

p e r s o n .

T hanks to  M a rv in , B ill ,  J a c k , I  c an  now d iv o rc e  m y se lf  f a r  

n io re  f ro m  th e s e  te n s io n s  th a n  I could  a  few y e a r s  ago . And P a u l  is  th e re  

to  la y  ou t th e  c lo th e s  th a t  I  u sed  to  a lw ays tak e  c a r e  of, and  the  o p e ra to r  

g e ts  p eo p le  on th e  te le p h o n e .

I t w as 8:45 w hen I le f t  w ith  L ynda and  G o v ern o r and  M rs .  C o llin s . 

H e h a s  w o rk e d  so  h a rd  a s  m e d ia to r  a l l  th ro u g h  th e  South . And C a r l  R ow an.
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T he fiv e  o f us •went ah ead  of Lyndon to  th e  C ap ito l and  h u r r ie d  to  o u r  G a lle ry , 

too  la te  to  s e e  th e  p a g e a n try  o f the  e n tra n c e  of th e  D ip lo m a tic  C o rp s , the  

S u p rem e  C o u rt, th e  C ab in e t, the  S e n a te .

A s I e n te re d , th e  C h am b er ro s e  to  c lap , and  I w as a s  p le a se d  as  

a  l6 - y e a r - o ld .  B a c k  hom e to  the  H ill, and  the  C h am b er r is in g  fo r  m e!

And th en  F is h b a it  M il le r 's  s te n to r ia n  vo ice  announcing , "T h e  

P r e s id e n t  of th e  U nited  S ta te s .  " And in  cam e Lyndon, m a rc h in g  down 

th a t  f a m il ia r  a i s le ,  a cco m p an ied  b y  lo n g tim e  c o m r a d e s - in - a r m s .

T h is  t im e  a s  he stood  a t  the  podium  I w as not so  a w a re  o f the  

ag in g  S p e a k e r  and  th e  an c ie n t S e n a to r  H ayden  beh in d  h im , b e c a u se  now we 

have a  V ice P r e s id e n t .  I though t I cou ld  te l l  in  th e  beg inn ing  he d id  not 

h av e  th e  te le p ro m p te r .  T hey  h a d n 't  m ad e  i t  in  th o se  l a s t  few h u r r ie d  

m in u te s , and  th e  sp e e c h  I  h e ld  in  m y  hand  - - . th e  copy of i t  - -  c am e  to  

a n  a b ru p t end tw o - th ird s  o f th e  w ay th ro u g h . I looked  a t  th e  P r e s s  G a lle ry  

and  I d id  n o t s e e  th e m  w ith  co p ies  in  th e i r  h a n d s . I  su p p o se  i t  s im p ly  

d id  no t r e a c h  th e m .

B u t th e  sp ee ch  w as good, and  th e  d e liv e ry  w as g r e a t .  I doubt 

th a t  he  had  t im e  to  r e a d  i t  even  once in  the  ex ac t f in ish ed  v e r s io n . T he 

b e s t  p a r t  ab o u t i t  w as to w ard  th e  end, "M y f i r s t  job  a f te r  co lleg e  w as a s  

a  te a c h e r  in  a  s m a ll  M ex ican  A m e ric a n  sch o o l. M y s tu d e n ts  w e re  p o o r 

an d  o ften  h u n g ry , and  th ey  knew ev en  in  th e i r  youth  th e  p a in  of p re ju d ic e .
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M onday, th e  Id es  of M a rc h  (continued)

T h ey  d id n 't  u n d e rs ta n d  why p eo p le  d id n 't  lik e  th em , bu t th ey  knew i t  w as so 

you cou ld  see  i t  in  th e i r  e y e s . I n e v e r  though t th en  th a t I m ig h t be  s tand ing  

h e r e .  I t n e v e r  o c c u r re d  to  m e th a t  I m ig h t have a  ch an ce  to  help  th e  sons 

o f th o se  s tu d en ts  and peop le  lik e  th e m  a l l  o v e r  th is  c o u n try . And now I do 

h ave th a t  ch an ce , " and  a t  th a t m o m en t L y n d o n 's  eyes n a rro w e d  to  a  

s l i t  and  h is  v o ice  got q u ite  deep  and  p o w erfu l and a lm o s t b e l l ig e re n t  - -  

"And I  le t  you in  on a  s e c re t :  I m e an  to  u se  i t . " I d o n 't  b e lie v e  th e re

w as anyone in  the  

T hey

C h am b er who doubted  h im .

gave  h im  a  r is in g  o v a tio n  a t  th is  p o in t. In fa c t, th e re
II

w e re  two r is in g  ov atio n s in  th e  c o u rse  o f th e  sp e e c h . I d o n 't  b e lie v e  I 

e v e r  saw th a t  b e fo re .  T h e re  w a s , of c o u rs e ,  one a t  th e  beg inn ing  and  

one a t  th e  end.

M y ey es  sk im m ed  a c r o s s  th e  C h a m b e r . The D e m o c ra tic  

s id e  w as m o s t  g en e ro u s  in  a p p la u se , th e  R ep u b lican  so m ew h at slow , 

th e  hands of som e r a th e r  lik e  th e  f l ip p e rs  of a  s e a l .  T he b e llw e th e r  

o f th e  S o u th e rn e rs , d e a r  S e n a to r  R u s s e ll ,  w as no t th e r e .  H e 's  in  

P u e r to  R ico  r e c u p e ra tin g . And I d id  n o t s e e  S e n a to r  B y rd . B u t in  

a  row  w as S m a th e rs ,  M cC le llan d  and E lle n d e r , and  I saw p r a c t ic a l ly  

no r e s p o n s e  f ro m  th e m .

I lik ed  e s p e c ia lly  th e  lin e  abou t "Those who a s k  you to  hold 

onto  th e  p a s t  do so  a t  the  c o s t  of denying  you your fu tu re , " and  I lik ed
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M onday, the  Ides of M a rc h  (continued)

ty ing  i t  in  w ith  th e  w hole p o v e rty  p ro g ra m  and the  w hole a c c e n t on edu ca tio n .

It w as too  long . It w as abou t fo rty - tw o  o r  th r e e  m in u te s . It 

w ould have b een  b e t te r  tw e n ty -fiv e . And th e  d e liv e ry  a  b i t  s low . B ut a l l  

in  a l l  i t  w as a m a g n ific e n t sp eech , and  th e  n ex t day  I w as no t s u rp r is e d  

to  s e e  s e v e ra l  n e w sp a p e rs  and c o m m e n ta to rs  c a lle d  i t  "h is  f in e s t  h o u r ,"

"h is  b e s t  p e r fo rm a n c e , " and  such . The w hole g is t  of th e  sp e ec h  to  m e 

w as c o n c e n tra te d  in  one se n te n c e , reco m m en d in g  th a t  th o se  co m m u n itie s  

who w ish ed  to  avo id  a c tio n  b y  th e ir  N a tio n a l g o v e rn m en t, to  "open  your 

p o llin g  p la c e s  to a l l  y o u r p eo p le ."  The so lu tio n  fo r  th e m  w ould l ie  th e re in .

And th e n  i t  w as o v e r , and  I s a id  a  v e ry  re s p e c tfu l  goodbye to  

J .  E d g a r  H o o v er, goodbye to  the  m in is te r s ,  and  w alked  ou t w aving to  the  

C ab in e t w iv e s . And th en  we w ere  in  the S p e a k e r ’s o ffice  w ith  th e  l e a d e r -

sh ip , The A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l, S en a to r K ennedy w as th e re  on a  can e  - -  th a t

nog did I m i g g .hwiftT T h e re  w e rei s ,  T eddy  - -  now here  d id  I s e e  Bobby, 

p ic tu re s  and c o n g ra tu la tio n s , and th en  we s ta r te d  h o m e.

Lyndon got in  th e  c a r  w ith  u s , and  b ack  on the  seco n d  f lo o r  

G o v e rn o r and  M rs .  C o llin s , C a r l  Row an, J a c k  V a len ti, L a r r y  O 'B r ie n , 

D ick  Goodwin, and th e  B usbys and I had  a  d r in k  and ta lk e d  abou t th e  w hole 

p e r fo rm a n c e  and the  w hole c o u rse  of a f f a i r s .  I t 's  lik e  com ing  down off 

th e  m o u n ta in  - -  in te n se  s t r a in  and e ffo r t, pu tting  e v e ry th in g  in to  th e  

p e r fo rm a n c e , and th en  unw inding.
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G o v ern o r C o llin s  le f t  a  $75, 000. 00 a  y e a r  job to  tak e  a  $25, 000. 00 

one th a t  a lie n a te d  a l l  o f h is  old f r ie n d s  and w ould give anybody u lc e r s ,  bu t 

so m eb o d y 's  got to  do i t  and  th an k  goodness th e re  a r e  p eo p le  in  th is  R ep u b lic  

who w ill .  H e to ld  us lau g h in g ly  how a  m an  who had  b e en  h is  b a r b e r  fo r  30 

y e a r s  re fu s e d  to  cu t h is  h a ir  the  l a s t  t im e  he  w as in  T a lla h a s s e e .  H is 

p r e t ty  l i t t le  w ife , so  ty p ic a lly  S o u th e rn , sa id , "W ell, y o u 'd  b e t te r  be g lad  

he d id n 't  g e t th a t  r a z o r  in  h is  h and , w ith  you s itt in g  in  th a t  b a r b e r  c h a ir .  "

I t  / ‘a s ,  to o , a n  even ing  fo r  re m in is c in g  abou t p o li t ic s .  L a r r y  

O 'B r ie n  ta lk e d  ab o u t M ay o r C u rle y  of B o sto n , in  w hose cam p aig n s he as  

a  v e ry  young m an  had  w o rk ed  and h is  F a th e r  had  w o rk ed . D ick  Goodwin 

h ad  know n h im , to o . A ll of th em  though t i t  w as a  w o n d erfu l sp e e ch  and 

w o n d erfu l d e l iv e ry . O ne o r  tw o, p e rh a p s , w e re  co n c e rn e d  abou t th e

\v  ^le n g th . I w a s . L a r r y ,  I th in k , w as m o re  w ith  us th a n  he has e v e r  b ee n , 

m o re  g en u in e ly  ad m irin g .-

I t w as 11:30 b y  th e  t im e  n e a r ly  ev e ry b o d y  le f t, and  we had  a  

l i t t l e  t r a y  fo r  Lyndon, L a r r y ,  D ick , and  one of th e  s e c r e ta r i e s ,  C a ro l 

W elch . I  have th e  fe e lin g  th a t  to n ig h t m a rk s  th e  end of a  th re e -d a y  co m et, 

a  s o r t  o f r is in g  s p i r a l  o f a c tiv ity  on S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g , sp a rk e d  by w hat 

I do no t r e a l ly  know , p e rh a p s  ju s t  w ill-p o w e r . S a tu rd a y , Sunday, M onday,
\  ^

a c re sc e n d o  of a c tiv ity  and  e ffo r t, cu lm in a tin g  in  to n ig h t. And now w hat
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can  be  done h as  b e en  done, and  we s h a ll  s e e .
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