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T h u rsd ay , M arch  18th

B eg a n  e a r ly , w ith  Lyndon on the phone in  u rgen t, te n s e -p a c e d  

c o n v e r sa tio n . The su b jec t w as ap p oin tm en ts, am ong th em  th e T r e a su r y  

p o s t . D oug D illo n  is  going to le a v e  on the 1 s t, w e have no r e p la c e m e n t .  

W ith a w r y  s m ile  L yndon put in  front o f m e  a le t te r  fro m  K erm it G ordon.

H e cou ld  not a c c e p t the T r e a su r y  p o s t . He d oes not f e e l  q u a lified  fo r  i t .

H e w ants to  le a v e  th e B udget to take a job in  p r iv a te  e n te r p r ise  not la te r  

than Jun e, and it  w ould b e  b e tter  fo r  handling the B udget i f  h is  r e p la c e m e n t  

w e r e  found in  A p r il. That w as a body b lo w .

; U nder L yndon’s c o n v e rsa tio n s  I s e e m e d  to  s e n s e  a  d eep  

u rg en cy  to  le a v e , to  g e t aw ay to T ex a s , to  be fr e e ,  to r e s t ,  to  th in k .

C hange i s  w hat he n e e d s .

In the c o u r se  o f the day I h eard  that he w as planning to  le a v e  

a t four o ’c lo c k . I to ld  h im  I s im p ly  cou ld  not b e c a u se  o f L yn da’s b ir th -  ' 

d ay . A t 3:30 th is  a ftern oon  I w ent down to  the S ta te  D ining R oom  to  r e c e iv e  

th e YWCA D e leg a tes  to  the In tern ation a l T rain in g  In stitu te . T h ey  c a m e  fro m  

so m e  th ir ty -th r e e  co u n tr ie s  o f  the w o r ld . M r s . L au re n ce  R o c k e fe lle r  

stood  in  lin e  w ith  m e . In fa c t , it. w as b e c a u se  o f h er  that I w a s  r e c e iv in g  

th e m . H er husband is  doing so  m u ch  on the b ea u tifica tio n  p ro g ra m  w e  

a r e  co m m itted  to  do, how can  I fa i l  to  h elp  h e r ?  W ell, th ey  w e r e  a l l  

th e r e  in  th e ir  n a tiv e  c o s tu m e s l M r s . A sh kar fr o m  L ebanon, s e v e r a l
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la d ie s  fr o m  the P h ilip p in e s , fr o m  J a m a ic a , B r a z il ,  C olom b ia , A rg en tin a , ' 

S ie r r a  L eon e - -  in  fa c t, qu ite a con tin gen t o f A fr ica n s  - -  K enya, N ig e r ia ,  

L ib e r ia , Z am b ia , T an zan ia , and a  h eavy  contin gen t fro m  A s ia  - -  M a la y s ia , 

India, K o rea , T hailan d , C ey lon , th e  P h ilip p in e s , and, d e lig h tfu lly  enough, 

a  la d y  fr o m  M ex ic o , w ho con fid ed  to  another g u e s t that sh e  n e v e r  had w orn  

th e  n a tiv e  c o stu m e  fr o m  h e r  S ta te  b e fo r e , but sh e  thought i t  w as th e  th ing  

to  do w hen sh e  w a s co m in g  to  W ashington!

MuuMuu s , s a r i s ,  p in eap p le  c lo th , th ey  w e r e  a l l  th e r e , and a l l  

h avin g  a  good t im e . T h is w as a  s e v e r a l-m o n th s - lo n g  sem in a r  in  the 

U n ited  S ta te s  and C anada, sp o n so red  jo in tly  b y  th e se  two c o u n tr ie s .  

O rien ta tio n  a t B u ck  F a l ls ,  a s s ig n m e n ts  to  YWCA c e n te r s  a l l  o v e r  the  

U n ited  S ta te s  fo r  s e v e r a l  m onths o f  w ork , and then a fin a l g e t - to g e th e r ,

,,a t Banff..

 A fte r  te a  I w e lco m ed  th em  and th en  a sk ed  M r s . R o c k e fe lle r  

i f  sh e  w ould  ex p la in  so m e  o f th e ir  a im s  and a ch iev em en ts  . She v e r y  

gracefviU y p a s s e d  i t  on  to  th e la d y  fr o m  K enya, M r s . J en r lm a  T ik aga , 

a  fo r m e r  M em b er o f the K enyan P a r lia m e n t, who spoke a t c o n s id e r a b le  

le n g th  o f th e  r is in g  r o le  o f w om en  a l l  o v e r  the w o r ld . She had w r itte n  

a so n g , "W om en A r is e ,  W ork Hand in  Hand, fo r  the G lo ry  th at S h a ll B e  

fo r  th e  W o r ld ." The w om en  in  h er  cou n try  chant it  in  th e ir  n a tiv e  S w a h ili

I - ' . '  - z  -



1965

T h u rsd a y , M arch  18th (continued)

a s  th ey  d an ce  or w ork  or -walk down th e  road , sh e  sa id .

T h ere  w e r e  m an y  in te r e s t in g  w om en  th e r e , one w ho had w ork ed  

fo r  th e  YW CA fo r  th ir ty  y e a r s  in  T u rk ey , and who had sw u m  th e B o sp h o r u s ,

■ a  la d y  L y sa n d e r i

A fte r  the te a  I w ent o v e r  to  the W est W ing to  th e  F is h  R oom  to  

t r y  out a  la m p , and v en tu red  into L yndon's o ff ic e , finding th e r e  o n ly  Lyndon  

and H en ry  F o w le r . - T h ere  w as an a ir  o f  e x c item en t, an e le c t r ic  fe e lin g  

th at so m eth in g  had ju s t  happened . L yiidon sa id , "H oney, I w ant you  to  

know I h ave ju st  a sk ed  J o e  F o w le r  to be S e c r e ta r y  o f the T r e a s u r y ."

H is  n a m e 's  H en ry , but every b o d y  c a lls  h im  J o e . He looked  a  l i t t le  

stu n n ed . H e had sa id  y e s .  So f in a lly  it  i s  o v er ! He is  a  good , so lid  

m an , and it  is  w ith  a  s ig h  o f r e l ie f ,  though c a st in g  a pa in fu l b ack w ard s  

g la n c e  at D on Cook, th at I sh a ll s e t t le  in  to w e lco m e  a  new M em b er o f  

th e  C ab in et. And it  is  so  n ic e  th at h is  w ife  T rudy i s  su ch  a  cap ab le  

w o r k e r , su ch  a lik e a b le  p e r so n . Lyndon c a lle d  in  the p r e s s .  T h ey  

c a m e  r o llin g  in  the d o o r . He announced it v e r y  b r ie f ly , g iv in g  a  su m m a ry  

o f H en ry 's  fo r m e r  G overn m en t s e r v ic e ,  w h ich  is  e x te n s iv e  and s o lid .

And th en  th ey  n e a r ly  f e l l  o v e r  ea ch  o th er  gettin g  out th e door to  g e t th e ir  

s t o r ie s  on th e w ir e .  B y  th is  tim e  i t  w a s a fter  s ix , and I w en t u p sta ir s  

to  g e t  r ea d y  fo r  the D ip lo m a tic  R ecep tio n  at B la ir  H ouse g iv in g  g iv en  b y
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L l oyd and Ann H and. I thought Lyndon w ould  b e  le a v in g  m o m en tly , so  th e r e  

■was no q u estio n  o f h is  accom p an y in g  m e . I to ld  h im  I w ould  c a tc h  th e  v e r y  

e a r ly  c o u r ie r  .down Saturday m orn in g , s o  w hen I w alked  out I thought I w a s  

sa y in g  goodbye to  h im ..

It w a s an in te r e s t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  a t B la ir  H o u se . I thought o f  th e

l in e  fr o m  K ip lin g , " R em em b er, oh, to d a y 's  m o s t  in d isp e n sa b le s , 500 m en  

ca n  taJke yotir p lace^or m in e ." F o r  o v er  a  y ea r  I h ave  thought th at R obin

and A n g ie  w e r e  in d isp e n sa b le s . T hey f i l le d  th e ir  r o le s  so  p e r fe c t ly . And  

h e r e  w e r e  L loyd  and Ann, v e r y  d iffe re n t, f i l l in g  i^ in  a  v e r y  d if fe r e n t and  

a lto g e th er  ch a rm in g  fa sh io n . The p a p ers  c a ll  Ann "cuddly. " S h e  w a s  in  

a  p ink  l in en  la c e  d r e s s ,  look in g  lik e  a m o v ie  s ta r  and about e ig h te e n . S h e , 

th e  m o th er  o f f iv e !  And L loyd  b lon d e, h an d som e, a l l-A m e r ic a n  b o y . R e -

m a rk a b le  how m an y  young m en  w e know who do not e v e r  d r in k  anyth ing, 

p r a is e  to  th e m . L loyd  and th e D ean  o f th e  D ip lo m a tic  C o rp s, A m b a ssa d o r  

S e v il la -S a c a s a , e s c o r te d  m e a ll  around th e f lo o r , and L loyd  in trod u ced  

n e a r ly  e v e r y  m em b er  o f the co rp s b y  th e ir  s tra n g e  n a m e s . It w a s  a  p e r -  

form an ce^ to  have le a rn ed  m o st  of 117 c o u n tr ie s , so  m any w ith  u n p ro -

n ou n ceab le  n a m e s , w a s a  s iz a b le  fe a t .

: • I fin d  one th ing about p a r t ie s .  I cannot l in g e r , h o w ev er  n ic e  ' i

i t  w ould  b e  to s e t t le  down fo r  a  long ch at w ith  th is  one-and th at o n e .. T h ere
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is  a lw a y s so m eo n e  h o v er in g  m e and a lw a y s the p r e s s  stand ing around  w ith
V

pad o r  c a m e r a s , so  I f e e l  w hen I h ave m ad e th e tour o f th e r o o m  and g r ee te d  

ev ery b o d y  as  a p p ro p r ia te ly  a s  I can  con ju re  up fro m  m y  s m a ll  s to r e  o f  

co m m o n in t e r e s t s  w ith  th em , th at the th ing to  do i s  to  m ak e fo r  th e  d oo r .

And s o  I d id , fe e lin g  th at L loyd  and Ann w e r e  doing v e r y  w e ll  in d eed .

I w en t b ack  to  the W hite H o u se . Lyndon w as s t i l l  th e r e . I 

w en t in  h is  office^  J a ck , bouyant and step p in g  lig h t, w a s g ettin g  rea d y  

to  go any m in u te , it  s e e m e d . , M arvin  i s  going to o , and m ayb e B u z z . I 

k is s e d  h im  goodbye on ce  m o r e  and s lip p ed  out q u ie tly  and, fe e lin g  lig h t  

and f r e e ,  w en t out to  W arren  W oodw ard’s for  a b u ffet fo r  th e  S c o tt  

C a rp en ters  and B u s te r  and R u sty  K eaton  fro m  H ou ston . It w a s  a  

g a th er in g  o f o ld  fr ie n d s . The D a le  M il le r s ,  th e H ale B o g g s , th e  G ene  

W o r ley s , J a ck  H ig h ts, the C arp en ters  and A b e lls , C o n g r e ssm e n  C a se y  

and P ic k le  and R o b erts  and P u r c e l l .  H alf th e g u ests  w e r e  s itt in g  on  

th e f lo o r . E v ery b o d y  knew ev ery b o d y , and h e r e  I could  s ta y . I  had no  

fe e l in g  o f m ak in g  fo r  th e  d o o r . In fa c t, I don 't b e lie v e  any o f th e se  

p eo p le  th ink  o f m e  a s  the F ir s t  L ady.

S c o tt  C arp en ter  i s  the m o s t  so p h is tic a te d  and s le e k  one o f  

th e a s tr o n a u ts , and h is  w ife , R en e , q u ite  in te llig e n t and charm injg, though  

p erh ap s a  b it  b r it t le .  W e ta lk ed  about th e R u ss ia n s  in  sp a c e . T h ere  had  
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D

b e e n  a  m o s t  rem a rk a b le  p ic tu re  in  the pap er today o f a R u ss ia n  a stro n a u t  

han ging but o f  th e ir  sp a c e  sh ip .b y  a  l i f e l in e ,  f lo a tin g  in  s p a c e , f r e e .  S co tt  

C a rp en ter  sa id  th a t th ey  had done ea ch  o f th e ir  s te p s  in to  sp a c e  so m e  t im e  

a h ead  o f u s , and a  l i t t le  b it  b e t te r . H e se e m e d  to  think w e w ould  b e  ab le  

to  do th is  one fa ir ly  so o n . H e d e sc r ib e d  it  in  the m o s t  o rd in a ry  m a n n er  - -  

how one w ould  l i f t  h is  f e e t  out o f b r a c e s ,  tou ch  th is ,  push  th a t, e je c t  o n e 's  

s e l f ,  in f la te , d e fla te , and a ll  S orts o f th in g s .

 ̂ A fte r  d inner J im m y  S ym in gton  got out h is  g u ita r . N oth ing  

d ra w s a  -g ro u p  to g e th er  lik e  s in g in g , and in  a  q u iet, m ou rn fu l v o ic e  san g  

so n g s  fro m  Bviford M ountain, Tony B u fo rd ’s p la c e  in  the O z a r k s . .

S e e in g  R u sty  K eaton rem in d ed  m e o f w hat h er  l i t t le  b o y  had  

s a id  w hen  sh e  w a s w ork in g  so  hard  as  a  v o lu n teer  in  th e  ca m p a ig n  o f  

I9 6 0 . He lo o k ed  up and sa id , ''M other, w hen a r e  w e going to  have  

so m eth in g  to  e a t  b e s id e s . P o s t  T o a s t ie s  ? " Our l i f e  is  -jfull o f  p eo p le  

l ik e  th at, who have tak en  tim e  and w ork  and a tten tion  fro m  th e ir  c h ild ren , 

fr o m  th e ir  b u s in e s s ,  fr o m  th e ir  p e r so n a l s e lf - in d u lg e n c e , for  w e e k s , for  

m o n th s , p erh ap s fo r  y e a r s , to  w ork  for  our c a r e e r s .

I le f t  ra th er  e a r ly  and ca m e  b ack  to  th e W hite H o u se , and th e r e ,  

to  m y  a m a z e m en t, w a s th e  h e lic o p te r , r e d  lig h ts  s t i l l  b lin k in g . T hen Lyndon
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b eg a n  to  w alk  down from , h is  o ff ic e  tow ard s i t .  I cou ld  have run to  grab  

h im  fo r  one m o r e  goodb ye, but no n eed . T h ere  on h is  le a sh , h e ld  b y  the . 

e n g in e e r , w a s H im , lo v e ly  B la n co  w ith  no le a sh .

T he h e lic o p te r  b la d es  w h ir r ed , B la n c o 's  w hite fur w hipped  

, b a c k , in  th e s t i f f  w ind . H im  b r a c ed  h is  f e e t  to  k eep  fro m  b ein g  b low n  

dow n. It r o s e ,  and aw ay he w ent, to  T e x a s . I hope to  p ea ce  and su n sh in e  

And I u p sta ir s  fo r  a  d e lig h tfu l hour - -  or  so  it  bega.n, w ith  

L ynda and L u c i. It a l l  b egan  a fter  I had b een  in  b ed  fo r  so m e  t im e  and 

w a s r ea d in g . And th en  L u ci ca m e in  and sa id , "M other, don 't you  know  

i t ' s  p a s t  tw e lv e  and i t 's  th e 19th o f  M arch  and you m u st go in  and s e e  

' L ynda B ir d ." So in  I w en t, and th e th r e e  of us s a t  on the bed  in  our  

r o b e s  and ta lk ed  and lau gh ed  and had the so r t  o f fun one n ev er  fo r g e ts ,  

r e m e m b e r in g  th in gs w a y  b a ck  w hen  th ey  w e re  l i t t le  c h ild re n . And then , 

a l l  o f a  sudden b y  so m e  f e l l  s tr o k e , th e c o n v e rsa tio n  took  a w rong tu rn . 

L ynda B ird  m ad e a l i t t le  d ig  a t R om an C a th o lic ism , L u c i a n sw ered  w ith  ; 

a  to o -d e e p  s la s h , and I found m y  c h ild re n  qxiarreling and, of a l l  th in g s , 

about r e lig io n , w h ich  ought to  b r in g  ev ery b o d y  c lo s e r  to g e th e r . Lynda  

f e e ls  that L u c i i s  not one o f us any m o r e , that she lo o k s down on us  

b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  not C a th o lic s . L u c i in s is t s  on running h er  own l i f e  

and b e in g  le t  a lo n e . L ynda in  a w ay  at 21 i s  not a s  independent a s  L u ci

''' "" "' i'
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a t 17 . And so  L yn d a's  2 1 s t  b ir th d ay  b egan  in  a s to r m  o f lau gh ter  and te a r s ,  

- _ and a l l  th e t im e  I k ep t th inking, "She d o e sn ’t know that tom orrow  n igh t th is  

. s a m e  s i s t e r  i s  go in g  to b e  having a p a r ty  fo r  h er  that sh e  has p lan ned  so  

:1̂  lovingly and w o r r ie d  about so  m u ch , and I w ish  I could  t e l l  h e r . B u t i t ' s

a  s u r p r is e  p a r t y ."

m


