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S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  20th  .

B eg a n  two id y llic  days - -  a  co m p le te  change of p ace  fo r  m e , and  

th e  m o s t  d e lic io u s  r e s p i te  fo r  L yndon. I  got up a t  s ix , and b y  s ix - th i r ty  h ad  

d e p a r te d  fo r  A n d re w s . T h e re  I m e t  a  la r g e  co n tin g en t of m en  going  down 

f o r  a  m e e tin g  w ith  L yndon, inc lu d in g  a  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e . Jo h n  M acy  and 

Jo h n  A d am s, ju s t  ap p o in ted  to  th e  CAB, S am  Z a g o ria , ju s t  ap p o in ted  to  th e  

N LR B , and  R o s s ,  re a p p o in te d  to  th e  F e d e r a l  P o w e r C o m m iss io n , a n d  a  

M r .  B agge to  th e  s a m e , and  M r. R iz o r , U nder S e c r e ta ry  o f D e fe n se , and  

M r . W ood, a  N eg ro  f ro m  S t. L o u is , e d ito r  of a  n e w sp a p e r, who h a s  ju s t  

b e e n  ap p o in ted  D epu ty  USIA  D ir e c to r .

A ll th e  w ay  to  th e  ra n c h  I had  a  d e lic io u s  s e n se  o f h o lid ay , 

w h ich  a c tu a l ly  m ad e  i t  e a s y  going to  r e a d  th ro u g h  the  p ile  of m a i l  in  m y  

s tra w  b a g . How m an y  th o u san d s  of m ile s  th o se  s tra w  bag s h av e  t r a v e l le d  

w ith  m e..

We a r r iv e d  a t  th e  r a n c h  in  tim e  fo r  a  10:45 p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e  • ' 

on  th e  f ro n t  law n . T he sun  w as sh in in g  b r i l l ia n t ly ,  b u t i t  w as b i t t e r  co ld  - -  

in  th e  3 0 s . N obody co m p la in ed , and  Lyndon w as e x c e lle n t. Som ehow  th e  

sh o t o f a d re n a lin  w hich  he se e m e d  to  have g iven  h im se lf  a  w eek  ago on 

S a tu rd a y  is  s t i l l  ho ld ing  s tro n g ly  and  he w as v e ry  a c tiv e , v e r y  fo rc e fu l ,  / 

a s  can d id  a s  he cou ld  b e , even  r a th e r  am u sin g  in  ra t t l in g  off to  th e  n e w s -
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p ap e rm e n  th e  n u m b e r of t im e s  he  had  d e s c r ib e d  th is  c o u n try ’s p o lic y  in  

V ie tN am .

A fte rw a rd s  he lo ad ed  up a s  m an y  g u es ts  a s  he cou ld  g e t in  one 

; c a r  an d  I  to o k  th e  r e m a in d e r  of th o se  who had  com e f ro m  W ash in g to n  on a  

to u r  o f th e  ra n c h , s e e in g  one phenomenum  I w ill p ro b a b ly  s e e  o n ly  a  few 

t im e s  in  m y  life  - -  ic e  hanging  in  d iad em s and  sp an g le s  f ro m  th e  t r e e s  

a ro u n d  th e  b ir th p la c e  and  in  g re a t  c r u s ts  f ro m  th e  eav es  and  th e  ch im n ey  

of th e  h o u s e !  T h en  b a c k  fo r  a  good lu n ch  of h am  r ig h t  off th e  p la c e .

I  d is c o v e re d  th a t  J i m i l u   M ason , the  s c u lp to r ,  had  com e 

down w ith  L yndon, b rin g in g  h e r  b u s t  o f h im  in  a  c r a te  in  hopes th a t  she  

w ould  hav e  s e v e ra l  h o u rs  of w o rk  on i t .  A la s - - y o u  c a n 't  do w o rk  w h ile  

a  new s c o n fe re n c e  is  going on, w h ile  you a r e  bouncing  o v e r  th e  S c h a rn h o rs t  

o r  L ew is ro a d .

' We had  a  lu x u rio u s  nap  a f te r  lu nch . I found th a t  he n eed ed  i t ;

v e r y  m u ch , b e c a u se  l a s t  n ig h t he  had  b e e n  aw ake w ith  A lab am a  a t  12 and  1 

and  2. ,

B u t h e re  a t  th e  ra n c h  we v a lu e  the  sun  lik e  gold, so  a t  fiv e  

o ’c lo c k  we w e re  ou t in  th e  ch o p p e r , h ead ed  fo r  th e  L ew is  R an ch , to  m e e t 

A . . W . an d  r id e  and  r id e  an d  r id e .  M a r ia n n e  M e a n s , who had  l in g e re d

a f te r  the: p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e , w as w ith  u s , and  J e s s e  a ls o .  And th e  H o m e r 

---------------------------- ........................................................................'
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T h o rn b e r ry s  flew ou t to  sp en d  th e  n igh t-w ith  u s .  W hen d a rk  c a m e , we s a t  

in  th e  liv in g  ro o m  a t  th e  L ew is  P la c e  and p u t a s id e  c a r e  and l if te d  o u r g la s s  

to  th e  jo y s  of l i f e .  One of m y  jo y s  to d ay  had  b e e n  to  see  a l l  o f th e  la n d  

a ro u n d  D a le 's  h o u se  and  in  b e tw een  th e  ta n k  to  th e  c r e s t  o f  th e  h i l l  on down 

c lo se  to  th e  h a n g a r  b e a u tifu lly  p re p a re d , dug th i r ty  in ch es  deep , and  sp r ig g e d  

w ith  C o a s ta l  B e rm u d a . I r e m em b e r  Jo h n  C o n n a lly 's  f ie ld s  ro ll in g  and  

b illo w in g  in  th e  w ind lik e  th e  s e a  i t s e l f .  How e a g e r ly  I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  

a  few m o n th s  f ro m  now 1
O ne o r  tw o b lu eb o n n e ts  a r e  b loom ing  in  c h i l l  a i r ,  b u t c lo v e r  

an d  v e tc h  a r e  crow ding  i t  ou t.

We w en t hom e, to  d in n e r  abou t e ig h t- th ir ty ,  w h e re  th e  S tubbs 

jo in ed  u s , and  w e h ad  d e lic io u s  s te a k s ,  a  ro a r in g  f i r e ,  and w hen th e  g u e s ts  

w en t dow n to  C ousin  O re o le ’s I  e x c u se d  m y s e lf  fo r  m y  W e s te rn  even ing  

e n te r ta in m e n t on TV .
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