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W as another gold  and b lu e  d ay  and id y llic , a lth ough  v e r y  c o ld . 

W e w ent to  the C h r is tia n  C hurch in  John son  C ity  - -  Lyndon and I and the  

T h o r n b e r ry s . T he ch u rch  w as p a in ted , had a. new flo o r , c le a n  and b righ t  

in s id e ,  on ly , a la s , w ith  c o lo r e d  w ind ow s that w ould have b e e n  b e tte r  le f t  

c l e a r . .

L yndon w as in  an exu b eran t m ood . He m ad e fr ie n d s  w ith  tw o  

l i t t le  b oys on th e  b en ch  in  fro n t of u s .  H e g r ee te d  n e a r ly  ev ery b o d y  by  

, n am e w hen th e s e r v ic e  w as o v e r , stopp ed  in  th e  doorw ay w ith  th e  R ev eren d  

A ik en  for  p ic tu r e s , and th en  w e d rove to  the John son  C ity  h o u se . M elv in  

h a s  put r ic h , b la ck  d ir t  on about o n e -s ix th  o f the law n . L u c ia  had gone to  

ch u rch  w ith  u s . One of th e  n ic e s t  th in gs about w ork ing  on th is  h o u se  h as  

b e e n  the ren ew in g , the s tren g th en in g , o f  t ie s  w ith  h e r , and sh e  h a s b een  

tr e m e n d o u s ly  cap a b le  about it , and h er  en th u sia sm  has b een  u n fla g g in g .

I  lik e  to  s e e  th em  c lo s e  to  ea ch  o th er .

L ik e  th e P ie d  P ip e r , the p r e s s  fo llo w ed  us en m a s s e  to  the  

h o u se , and L yndon took  th em  a l l  in  w h ile  L u cia  and J e s s e  and I p u rsu ed  

our s m a ll  m a tte r s  in  a s  q u iet a group a s  w e could  and th ey  flo c k e d  th rou gh  

th e h o u se , lis te n in g  to  h is  e xpla n a t io n s .  If e v e r  an opening ta k e s  p la c e ,  

i t  w i l l  b e  o ld  s tu ff  to  th e p r e s s !

T hen h e  le f t  w ith  the p r e s s  in  tow to d r iv e  around o v e r  the  

L ew is  p la c e , w h ile  w e  s ta y ed  to  m a k e  a  fe w  d e c is io n s  about th e c o lo r
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o f the p o rch  fu rn itu re , d ec id in g  to  m ake i t  iv o r y , the p la c in g  of th e  old  t e l e -

p h on e, and w h eth er  to  hang a  c o lo r e d  p ic tu re  o f H ow ard C handler C h r is t ie 's ,  

a  p a in tin g  o f th e  C on stitu tion  w hich  hangs in  the C apito l, w h ich  h e  had 

f in ish e d  sh o r t ly  b e fo r e  Lyndon took  o ff ic e  in  M ay o f 1937 and w h ich  he  

h im s e lf  had au tograp hed  t o "The H onorab le  Lyndon B a in es  Joh n son  - -  one - 

o f th e  f i r s t  g ifts  L yndon r e c e iv e d  in  o ff ic e , I am  s u r e .  L u c ia  had kept i t  

a l l  th e s e  y e a r s .  -■ ■ ' ■

H unger f in a lly  d rove u s  hom e . We h eard  en rou te  on th e ta lk in g  

m a ch in e  th at Lyndon w a s s t i l l  w ith  the p r e s s  at the L ew is  R anch , but w e  

co u ld n 't w a it a  m in u te  lo n g e r . A s soon  a s  w e w alked  in  th e door th e A le x -

a n d ers  and M arv in  W atson  and I s a t  down to  a d e lic io u s  M ex ica n  m e a l,  

e v e r y  b ite  ta s tin g  w o n d erfu l. T h e re 's  nothing lik e  hunger fo r  a  s a u c e .

P o o r  M arian ne w as r e s t iv e ly  chom ping a t the b it , w ond ering  

w hat Lyndon w as sa y in g  to  h er  c o lle a g u e s . L u c ia  and I m ad e a  la s t  tr ip  

to  th e b ir th p la c e  h ou se  to d ec id e  about so m e  o f th e  la te s t  g ifts  o r  p u r c h a se s  . 

T he  sm a ll  r e d -a n d -w h ite  q u ilt on the w hite  iro n  b ed , the bab y b ed , is  

quaint p e r fe c t io n , and the ru ffled  w h ite  p illo w , b o ls te r - ty p e , m ad e b y  

J e w e l, c o m p le te s  the p ic tu r e . B oth  o f us a r e  d e lig h ted  w ith  th e o ld -ty p e  

c o ffe e  g r in d e r , the s t i l l  l i f e  o f fr u it s , w ithout w h ich  no d in ing r o o m  w ould  

b e c o m p le te , g iv en  to  the p la c e  b y  M r. K n e t c h ' s  fa th er  w hen h e  broke  

up h o u sek eep in g  and w ent to  l iv e  in  the O ld F o lk s  H o m e. W hile w e w ere
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th e r e , Lyndon and h is  en tou rage  retu rn ed  and a te  lun ch , and then  w e a l l  - -  

th e  T h o r n b e r ry s , th e D onald T h o m a se s , M arian n e, J e s s e ,  th e  M oursunds  

and u s ' - -  em b ark ed  on a  tr ip , f i r s t  b y  h e lic o p te r  and th en  b y  c a r , to  tou r  

th e   new ra n ch  - -  that i s ,  the D a v is  P la c e .  I w ant to nam e it  L iv e  O ak  

R anch ,  or  m ayb e B ig  T r e e s  R anch . T h e re  is  a s tr e a m  running th rou gh  

i t  w ith  so m e  w a ter  in  it  now, b o rd ered  by  en orm ous l iv e  o a k s , th e  la r g e s t  ^

I'v e  seen, an yw h ere in  th is  co u n try . It h as the b e s t  to p so il  o f any ran ch  ' 

w e  a r e  acq u a in ted  w ith . T h ere  w as a w ond erfu l job o f c le a r in g  - -  a lm o s t ,  

s o m e t im e s ,  a  l i t t le  too  b a ld , and, b e c a u se  a fo r m e r  occu pan t had h is  ;

h o u se  b low n aw ay  in  a tornad o, he b u ilt th e n ext one ou t o f  c o n c r e te , s o  

th er e  i t  s i t s ,  sq u at and ra th e r  u g ly , but v e r y  so lid  in d eed .

D on and I ta lk ed  about th e E a st T exas e s ta te .  T he su m  o f  i t  

: i s  th a t a p p a ren tly  i t  w ill .b e  s ip hon ed  o ff during th e  y e a r s  o f R uth ’s l i f e ,  

and a l l  D ad d y's w ork  w il l  com e to nought but th e jo y  of w o rk .

W e w atch ed  su n se t  o v er  th e  h il ls  in  a d e lic io u s  s ta te  of 

r e la x a t io n , c o n s c io u s ly  aw are  o f tw o w on d erfu l days o f v a c a tio n , know ing  

th at w e w il l  b e  headin g b a ck  to  W ashington and th e G overn ors a t noon the  

n ex t d a y . . ■■ ■; : I

L ynda and W arrie Lynn, D ave and a  date fo r  W arrie Lynn, 

ch a p eron ed  b y  A sh ton  and h er  husband, had gone up to  Cam p D avid , 

c lo a k ed  in  a  d eep  w hite  b lan k et o f  snow , had enjoyed  tobogganing down
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th e  s lo p e s ,  s it t in g  b y  th e f ir e ,  a p e r fe c t  a fterm a th  fo r  a  b irth d ay  p a r ty .

mm


