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MONDAY, MARCH 22

M onday, M a rc h  22 - th e  day  of the  G o v e rn o rs '  d in n e r  began  

a t  the  r a n c h  w ith  two d u t ie s .  One, d r iv in g  a ro u n d  w ith  M r .  E rb , who 

h as  ta k e n  c a r e  of m y  t r e e s  a t  D illm an  and th e  ra n c h  fo r  tw en ty  o r  so y e a r s .  

T he g r e a t e s t  t r e a s u r e  on the r a n c h  a r e  th e  l iveoaks  in  th e  y a rd  and in  

th e  g r a v e y a rd .  He ch eck ed  th e m  a l l  out fo r  dead  wood, m o s s ,  and 

needing  feed ing . It looks lik e  we have lo s t  one a t  th e  t u r n  of th e  ro a d  a s  

you go down to  th e  d a m  and  th en  Roy W hite c a m e  out and p r e s e n te d  to  us 

a  l i t t l e  bo o k le t  done in  ex q u is i te  t a s t e  of his w o rk  in  r e s to r in g  th e  h o u se   ̂

w h e re  Lyndon w as  b o rn .  F o r  h im  it  has b een  a la b o r  of love . He is  a  good ' 

m a n  to w o rk  w ith .  . ;

We le f t  B e r g s t r o m  a  l i t t le  a f te r  one in  th e  big ship w ith  John  

and  N e ll ie  a b o a rd  going b ack  to  be o u r  house g u e s ts  and a r r i v e d  on the  

South law n  about f ive ,  I  w o re  m y  b lue  and s i lv e r  th e a te r  su it  f o r  th e  

G o v e rn o rs ,  T h e re  w e re  fo r ty - tw o  of th e m  com ing. T he w hole C ab in e t 

w a s  t h e r e  to  g r e e t  th e m .  Seldom  has a C abinet b een  a s  m u c h  in  ev idence  

a t  th e  W hite  H ouse I  b e l ie v e  a s  in  th is  A d m in is t ra t io n !  A ll te n  of th e m  

p r e s e n t  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  V ice P r e s id e n t ,  I  w as  p a r t i c u la r ly  d e lig h ted  to  se e  

th e  G o v e rn o rs  f ro m  m y  w h is t l e  stop t r i p - - f i v e  of th e m , C a r l  and  B e t ty  

S an d e rs  of G eo rg ia ,  Donald and V irg in ia  R u s s e l l  of South C a ro l in a ,  sh e  

a s  exquisite , a s  a  D re sd e n  doll, I had ju s t  le a r n e d  of a  b ad  a c c id e n t  she  

had on th e  W h is t le  s top  t r a i n  and  how sh e  had  gone on a g a in s t  doctors*
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a d v ice ,  in ju re d  f r o m  be ing  th ro w n  to  t h e  f lo o r  and  w ith  f ive  o r  s ix  p eo p le  

on top of h e r  when the  t r a i n  lu rc h e d  to  a sudden  ha lt .  She s ta y e d  on, 

w o rk e d ,  sm ile d .  Who would have be liev ed  h e r  if  she  had. go tten  off b e c a u s e  

of hea lth ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  a f t e r  our  r e c e p t io n  a t  C olum bia  and  C h a r le s to n ^

No one w ould have . G en tlem an ly  w hite  h a i r e d  A lb e r t  H a r r i s  of V irg in ia  

and  his w ife  w e r e  t h e r e  and  a l s o  th e  n u m b e r  one o r a to r  of th e  W h is t le  s top  

M r s .  Dan M o o re  an d  h e r  husband of N o rth  C a ro l in a ,  an d  G o v ern o r  

M cK eith en  of L o u is ia n a - -  th e  end of th e  w h is t l e  stop Luci*s f r ie n d  and  a

q u e s t io n  m a r k  f o r  u s ,  but w illing  I  b e l iev e  to  m o v e  w ith  th e  t im e s, to  th e
,1

ex ten t  th a t  one c a n  m o v e  in  L o u is ia n a .  I  a m  s o r r y  th a t  G o v e rn o r  H ughes 

of New J e r s e y  co u ld n ’t  b r in g  th a t  w onderfu l  jo l ly  M rs ,  H ughes , who w a s   

ten d in g  one of t h e i r  e ight o r  nine c h i ld re n .

, T h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  young and  h andsom e G o v e rn o rs  th e s e  d a y s ,  

th e  Hoffs of V e rm o n t ,  th e  B r e t h i t s  of K entucky , and  of c o u r s e  m o s t  of 

a l l  the. C onnallys  of T e x a s .  I  a m  p ro u d  of th e m  in  any com pany . One of 

th e  n ic e s t  th in g s  th a t  happened  in  th e  evening to  m e  w as  to  r e c e iv e  f r o m  the: 

G o v e rn o r  of A r iz o n a ,  M r .  G oddard , a  l e t t e r  fo r  the  W hite H ouse w r i t t e n  ■ 

by M a ry  Todd L inco ln ,  a  v e ry  s im p le  so c ia l  s o r t  of l e t t e r  inv it ing  so m eo n e  

to  t e a  bu t w r i t t e n  on p r e t ty  c r e s t e d  s ta t io n e ry  using  g ra c e fu l  lan guage ,.

I t  w as  no s u r p r i s e  to  anyone t h a t  G o v ern o r  and  M r s .  Jo h n so n  o f M is s i s s ip p i  ’ 

and G o v e rn o r  and  M r s .  W allace  of A lab am a  w e r e  not t h e r e ,  but G o v e rn o r   

Jo h n so n  had a  good r e a s o n .  He w as  m ak in g  a  te le v is io n  a p p e a ra n c e  o u ts id e -  

th .e  s ta te  and  G o v e rn o r  F au b u s  w as  n o t  t h e r e  because   he w a s  ded ica tin g
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th e  f i r s t  job  cam p in  A rk a n s a s  and  had O rv i l le  F r e e m a n  w ith  h im . T h e re  

w e r e  fo r ty - tw o  of th e  fifty  g o v e rn o rs  p r e s e n t .   W e a l l  had our  

p ic tu r e s  m a d e - -  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  th e  F i r s t  Lady, a  G overno r a n d  h is  w ife , 

and  w hen th a t  l ine  f in ish e d  Lyndon began  h is  b r ie f in g  and  I took th e  la d ie s  

d o w n s ta ir s  to  w hat w as  to  m e  a  new d e p a r tu r e — a  sm a l l  b r ie f in g  of o u r  own 

w ith  D r .  R o b e r t  Cook, C h a irm a n  of P e d ia t r i c s  a t  Johns Hopkins U n iv e r s i ty  

School of M ed ic ine ,  who i s  N u m b e r  two m a n  in  O p era tio n  H e a d s ta r t ,  to  

exp la in  O p era t io n  H e a d s ta r t  to  the  lad ies^and  e n th u s ia s t ic  S tu a r t  U dall  to  

t e l l  us abou t th e  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  p r o g r a m  b e c a u se  w h e re  w ould I f ind  a. 

c ap t iv e  au d ien ce  m o r e  cap ab le  of doing so m eth in g  about i t  i f  th e y  w i s h e d ?

At any  r a t e ,  I  w an ted  to  educa te  and  i n t e r e s t  th e m .  I t  d id n 't  t u r n  out, 

a l a s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  i t  could  h a v e - -m o s t ly  m y  f a u l t - - b e c a u s e  I had  not 

to u ch ed  up anybody ah ead  of t im e  to  th ink  of q u es tio n s  and  a s k  q u e s tio n s  

and p ro d u c e  g ive  and  t a k e - - a  s h a rp  m e n ta l  exchange. And th e n  both  th e  
, . . .  > . 

s p e a k e r s  w e r e  s o immersed  in  t h e i r  su b je c ts  th a t  th ey  fa i le d  to  r e a l ly  give 

us th e  s im p le  one, tw o, t h r e e  of how a G o v e rn o r 's  w ife in  South D akota 

w ould s e t  about beau tify ing  h e r  c a p i ta l  c i ty  o r  h e r  hom e tow n o r  b r in g  

in to  being  a  H e a d s ta r t  Unit in  h e r  c ity . The language w as  a  b i t  . 

d e p a r tm e n ta le s e .  A f te rw a rd s  we had th e  m o v ie  on th e  W hite  H ouse 

p ic tu r e s . A ll evening I w as  bungling, dull,  cou ldn 't  pu t m y  t o n g e  to  w o rd s  

and  w a s  so a n g ry  a t  m y se l f .  I t  i s  only w hen  I  a m  a n g ry  a t  m e th a t  I 

r e a l ly  m in d .  I  d o n 't  ge t too w o r r ie d  about anybody e l s e .  .
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T h en  w e w ent u p s ta i r s .  T h is  is  w hat th e  la d ie s  a lw ay s  s e e m  

to  enjoy  m o s t .  I g u ess  we have e v e r  s in ce  w e l ived  in  c a v es  c o n c e rn e d  

o u r s e lv e s  m o s t ly  w ith  the  liv ing  a r r a n g e m e n ts .  I t  w as  nearly , nine 

t h i r t y  w hen  w e w en t in to d in n e r  in  the  S ta te  Dining R oom  and  I had th e  

| deligh tfu l  s e a t  be tw een  G o v ern o r  H a ro ld  H ughes, a  h an d so m e L in c o ln e sq u e  

m a n ,  and  G o v ern o r  S c ran to n  of P e n n s y lv a n ia , u rb a n e ,  c h a rm in g ,  e a s y  to  

 t a lk  to .  D in n e r  w as  only  fa ir . '  In fa c t ,  I  w ou ldn 't  l i s t  th is  a s  m o r e  th an

a  ,B m in u s  p a r ty  and w hat an  opportun ity  to  m i s s .  L y n d o n 's  t o a s t  w as  j

r a t h e r  good. He s a id  h u m o ro u s ly  " T h e r e  have b een  m an y  G o v e rn o rs  who .1 

have l ived  a t  th is  house  and  I can  s e e  m e n  h e r e  who have a m b it io n s  to  l iv e  1 

h e r e  in  t h e  fu tu re ,  I  w ish  th e m  s u c c e s s  up to  a c e r t a in  p o in t .  " J

G o v ern o r  R o c k e fe l le r  r o s e  and g a l la n tly  m a d e  th e  r e s p o n s e .  Not  

. ev en  th e  P r e s i d e n t  of th e  M a r r i e d  W om en’s Union could help  lik ing  h im )

He i s  such  an  a ffab le ,  a t t r a c t iv e  m a n .  He s a id  "You have f a c e d  tough  ' . 

d e c is io n s  in  th e  p a s t  y e a r  and  you have handled  th e m  w e ll .  ” I w as  r e a l  ‘ . 

g ra te fu l  to  h im , bu t th e  t o a s t ,  of c o u r s e ,  th a t  d e l ig h te d  m e  th e  m o s t  w a s  ; 

C a r l  S a n d e r s ,  of G eo rg ia ,  who in  t r u e  S ou thern  fa sh io n  o f fe re d  a  sw e e t  and  

g a l la n t  to a s t  to  m e .  We a r o s e  f r o m  the  ta b le  a m o m e n t  o r  two b e fo re  

e lev en  and  everybody  m a d e  a  r a th e r  h as ty  d e p a r tu re  w ith  m e  m ak in g  a 

m e n ta l  note to  t e l l  B e s s  no m o r e  r a c k  of la m b --and let's g ive  g u e s ts  th a t

: exquiisite F«ii^»^the singing violin so they will know they have been 

somewhere special. L et's  have the fire  lit in the Red Room and the Green
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Room, if  th e  w e a th e r  p e r m i t s  and by  a l l  m e a n s ,  by a l l  m e a n s  e v e ry  

t im e  l e t ' s  be b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d ,  b e t t e r  b r ie fe d ,  w o rk  h a r d e r  a t  m ak in g  th e  

p a r t y  go!

John  and  N ell ie  w e re  in  the  L inco ln  R oom . I sa id  e a r ly  goodbyes 

and  w as  in  bed  a l i t t le  a f te r  e leven .


