
C a rol  F o r ta s  and  M e rc e d e s  E ich h o lz and  h e r  d a u g h te r - in - la w , 

M r s .  D av id so n , cam e  o v e r  to  go sw im m ing  w ith  m e . I t 's  m y  o n c e -a -w e e k  

g r e a te s t  lu x u ry , ju s t  b e fo re  I go to  the  b eau ty  p a r lo r .  M e rc e d e s , f r e s h  

f ro m  a  m o n th  in  M exico , is  b ro w n  and b londe  and  e x u b e ra n t. She and  

h e r  th i r d  h u sb an d , R o b e r t E ich h o lz , to u re d  the  b ack  ro a d s  of M exico  

in  a  re n te d  c a r ,  p ra c t ic in g  th e i r  S p an ish , s tay in g  w h e re v e r  th e y  p le a s e d , 

and  a p p a re n tly  m e e tin g  a d v e n tu re  a t  e v e ry  c o rn e r .

L a te r  I  m e t  a  g roup  of 80 p eo p le  f ro m  A hosk ie , N o rth  C a ro lin a , 

w ho h ad  co m e up b y  b u s  fo r  a  to u r  of W ash ing ton  and w e re  going to  p r e s e n t  

m e  w ith  a  sc ra p b o o k  of m y  W h istle  Stop in  A h o sk ie . A h o s k ie  i s  w h e re  I 

s e t t le d  dow n to  know ing I w as going to  en jo y  the  W histle  S top . I t  w as a  

s m a l l  r u r a l  co m m u n ity  - -  I w as th e  f i r s t  fam ous g u e s t s in c e  B u ffa lo  B il l  

and  d id n 't  d raw  q u ite  a s  b ig  a  c ro w d  a s  he d id , I u n d e rs ta n d . T hey  n e v e r -

th e le s s  tu rn e d  o u t e n m a s s e  fo r  m e . A nd su ch  a n  a i r  of e x c ite m e n t and  

f r ie n d l in e s s  p re v a ile d  th a t  I  b eg an  to  lo o se n  up , and so A hosk ie  is  

le g e n d a ry  w ith  m e . E v e ry b o d y  w as in  a  h o lid ay  s p i r i t ,  and  I f e l t  lik e  

I  w as m e e tin g  o ld  f r ie n d s .  "Do you r e m e m b e r  t h i s ? "  ”I w as on th e  t r a in  

w ith  you . " " I 'm  th e  one who w as C h a irm a n  of the  d e c o r a t io n s ." I t  w as 

su c h  fu n . O ne of th e  m e n  ev en  p u t a  w ooden n ic k e l in  m y  h and , th e  f i r s t  

t im e  I 'v e  e v e r  s e e n  o n e . ,

The A ho sk ie s  of th e  U nited  S ta te s  ha'v e r e a l ly  b e a t  a  p a th  to  th e
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W h ite  H o u se  th e s e  l a s t  y e a r s )

T h en  I -went to  th e F ^ o ta s e s  fo r  lu n c h e o n . It w a s  a  fa m ily  a f f a ir .  

T he o n ly  o th e r  g u e s t  w a s  th e  d o c to r  w ho had ta k en  c a r e  o f W a lte r . I p a r -  

t  i c u la r ly  w a n te d  to  h a v e  a  ch a n ce  to  e x p lo r e  how a  r e a l  fr ie n d  o f  W a lte r 's  

sh o u ld  ta lk , sh o u ld  r e a c t ,  sh o u ld  b e  arou n d  h im  in  th e  y e a r s  to  c o m e .  T he  

r o a d  i s  not e a s y  and n ot c le a r  o f p i t f a l l s .  B u t the n ew s i s  g o o d . T h e y ’v e  

b ou gh t a h o u se , th e y  sou n d  happy, W a lter  i s  w o r k in g . H e h as p le n ty  o f  

w o r k  to  d o , th an k  g o o d n e s s .

A b e and C a r o l, w ho do s o  m u ch  to  m en d  th e b r o k e n  l i v e s  o f  a l l  

t h e ir  f r ie n d s ,  h a v e  m a d e  W a lter  and h is  p r o b le m s  th e ir  h e a r t 's  c o n c e r n  

fo r  m a n y  m o n th s .

B a c k  a t  th e  W hite H o u se , I k ep t on h e a r in g  w h at L yndon  had  

m e n tio n e d  to  m e  e a r ly  th is  m o rn in g  - -  th a t m a y b e , i f  you  w a n t to ,  i f  

th e  su n  s h in e s ,  w e ' l l  go to  C am p D a v id . So I go t r e a d y  ju s t  in  c a s e ,  

an d  p a s s e d  th e  t im e  r e a d in g  and w o rk in g , sen d in g  in  a n o te  th a t I th ou gh t  

th e  B u fo rd  E ll in g to n s  w o u ld  b e  fun to  go a lo n g  w ith  u s .  T h en  a  l i t t l e  

p a s t  s ix  I go t th e w o rd  to  b e  on th e p o in t, and a t s e v e n  w e  l i f te d  o ff  

in  th e  ch o p p er  - -  th e  V a le n t is ,  the B i l l  W h ite s , th e  E ll in g to n s , fo r  

C am p  D a v id , a l l  a r r iv in g  in  a  h o lid a y  s p ir i t ,  t ir e d  but r e a d y  to  m a k e  

fu n  o u r b u s in e s s .

W e s a t  arou n d  th e  f ir e ,  lo o k ed  on th e d r if t s  o f  snow  th a t
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■were s t i l l  le f t  o v e r  f ro m  l a s t  w eekend  w hen L ynda and  W a r r ie L ynn  w en t 

toboggan ing  down th e  h i l l . H ad a  d e lic io u s  d in n e r . And th en  Lyndon w en t 

to  b e d  a t  n in e  o 'c lo c k , th e  g r e a te s t  r e c ip e  fo r  h e a lth  th a t  cou ld  b e  w r itte n , 

th e  b e s t  n ig h t’s s le e p  h e 's  had  in  su ch  a  long  t im e .

' E v e ry b o d y  e ls e  w atch ed  the  m o v ie . W hy B o th e r  to K nock, w h ich  ' 

m a d e  m e  fe e l, i f  any th ing , u n c e r ta in  of th is  g e n e ra tio n 's  m o ra ls  and  s e n se  

of e n te r ta in m e n t,  and  so  I d e p a r te d  to  w a tch  th e  O ld W est a t  te n  o ’c lo ck , 

in  G u n sm o k e . '

S om e o f th e  d in n e r  c o n v e rsa tio n  had  b e en  abou t B u fo rd  E llin g to n ’s 

w o rk  w ith  G o v ern o r L e ro y  C o llin s  in  the  com m unity  r e la t io n s  m a s s iv e  e f fo r t  

o f th e  l a s t  few m o n th s . L a te r ,  Lyndon s a id , " I 'v e  go t to  r e a d  a  book  on 

A ndrew  Jo h n so n . ” I  d o n ’t  even  know w h e th e r  th e r e  w as a  good o n e . I  th in k  

p e rh a p s  he f e l t  h im s e lf  in  m an y  w ays in  th e  sam e s itu a tio n  a s  A ndrew  Jo h n so n , 

ev en  af t e r  a  h u n d red  h e a lin g  y e a r s .
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