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S unday , M a rc h  28th

W hat a  g lo rio u s  n ig h t of s le e p !  I t r e a s u r e  i t  fo r  Lyndon lik e  I

We had  coffee in  b ed , an d  th enw ould  a  f o u r - c a r a t  d iam ond  on m y  f in g e r , 

a l l  of u s  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  th e  b re a k fa s t  ta b le  a t  abou t te n , hav ing  d isp o se d  

of th e  id e a  of going to  c h u rc h  and, I, a  g r e a t  ad v o ca te  of going to  ch u rc h , 

w as  d e lig h te d  to  o m it i t .  A n d  th en  w e a te  lik e  we w e re  n e v e r  going to  

h av e  a n o th e r  m e a l .  F i r s t  cam e s c ra m b le d  eggs and  f r ie d  e g g s , w ith  

h o m e -c u re d  b aco n , th ic k  and  lu sc io u s , th a t  even  B u fo rd  E llin g to n , u se d  

to  in c o m p a ra b le  T e n n e sse e  h am , acknow ledged  a s  s u p e r io r .  I  h ad  had  

m y  m in d  on g r i t s ,  and  s u re  enough in  cam e  a  b ig  d ish  of g r i t s ,  fo llow ed  

b y  a  d ish  of ho t p an c ak es  and m o r e  b aco n , and sy ru p  and  m e lte d  b u t te r .  

W e a l l  th rew  d is c r e t io n  to  th e  w inds and  had  a  b an q u e t] T he sun  w as

sh in in g  go lden , a lth o u g h  i t  w as c r i s p ,  co ld  w e a th e r .

W e a l l  w en t fo r  a  w alk  - -  no t a  long one - -  and  th en  o v e r  to  

bow l. We p lay ed  th r e e  gam es a n d  m y  s c o re  o f 138 w as th e  b e s t  I  have 

e v e r  g o tten . J a c k  and I  w e re  on one s id e , Lyndon and  M a ry  M a rg a re t  

on  th e  o th e r ,  and  th e  E llin g to n s  and  W hites d iv ided  b e tw een  u s .  I t  w as 

th e  f i r s t  t im e , p r a c t ic a l ly ,  fo r  the  l a s t  two c o u p le s . B ut ev e ry b o d y  w as

a  good s p o r t  and  good fun...

We thought w e never  w ould e a t  ag a in , b u t h a m b u rg e rs  w e re  

w e lco m e b y  th e  t im e  M arian n e  M eans and  h e r  b e a u  a r r iv e d  an d  th e  

M a rv in  W atso n s .
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T h en  b o th  L yndon  and  I la y  down fo r  a  nap , and I b a r e ly  b ro u g h t 

m y s e lf  ou t of b ed  in  tim e  to  l i s te n  to  D r .  M a rtin  L u th e r  K ing a t  s ix  o 'c lo c k  

on  M E E T  TH E P R E S S . He w as q u ie t and  m e a s u re d  and  d ig n ified  - -  a  v e ry

■ w ise , a t t i tu d e , I th o u g h t. ,

 I  d is c o v e re d  th a t  ev e ry b o d y  e ls e  had  h a d  so m e m o re  w a lk  and  

-  V  : s o m e  m o re  bow ling  w h ile  I w as s t i l l  a s le e p , b u t so m e w e re  re a d y  fo r  

 ̂ a n o th e r  t r y  a t  bow ling  and  I had  th re e  m o re  g am es - - two aw fu l, b u t

?!
on ce  ch a lk in g  up 134. 4

' T he d ay  h a s  s e e n  a n o th e r  sh o t in  th e  a r m  fo r  th e  b e a u ty  p r o g ra m . ■

We gave ou t th e  s to r y  and  i t  w as f a i r ly  w e ll c a r r ie d ,  o f M ary  L a s k e r ’s 

g iv in g  9 ,3 0 0  a z a le a  b u s h e s , f lo w erin g  dogwood, arid o th e r  p la n ts ,  to  p u t 

a lo n g  P e n n sy lv a n ia  A venue, a  to ta l  o f $2 5 ,0 0 0  g ift. I t  w ill  b e  a  b la z e  of 

e y e -c a tc h in g  c o lo r  in  th e  la te  S p rin g .

; A ll of-w hich m ad e  m e  th in k  th a t  E a s tm a n  C a m e ra  C om pany , o r  

w h o ev e r i t  is  th a t  m a k e s  m o s t  of th e  f ilm , ought to  b e  in te r e s te d  in  th is  

p ro g ra m , ought to  b e  a  c o n tr ib u to r  to  i t .  I ta lk e d  to  B u fo rd  E llin g to n  ab o u t 

i t ,  and  h e  sa id  he knew a  good m an y  of th e  h ead s  of the  co m p an y  and w ould 

e x p lo re  i t .  H e a lso  ta lk e d  to  m e  ab o u t going to  P o n te  V e d ra , F lo r id a ,  fo r  

a  m e e tin g  sp o n so re d  b y  S e a r s  R oebuck  o f H ands - - t h e i r  co m m u n ity  d e v e lo p -  ■ 

m e n t p ro g ra m  to  p a in t up , f ix  up , p lan t up c o m m u n itie s . S e a r s  and  R o eb u ck
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h a s  g iven  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r ,  ch an n e led  th ro u g h  g a rd en  c lu b s , f o r  su c h  p u rp o s e s .

; J I t  w as a  good w eekend  of ta lk , ran g in g  the  f ie ld  f ro m  p r e s s  re la tio n s , 

to  a p p o in tm e n ts .
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Lyndon ta lk ed  ab o u t th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  under w hich  h e  s ta r te d  to 

. c o lleg e . H e m ad e  one a b o rtiv e  a tte m p t w hich he had  gone a  few  w eek s, 

m a d e  bad  g ra d e s  and  qu it, w ith  h is  f a th e r  s c o rn fu l and h is  m o th e r  

w eep ing . T hen  fo llow ed  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  of a d v e n tu re s —C a lifo rn ia , 

ru n n in g  an  e le v a to r ,  w ork ing  in  a  g in , w ork ing  in  a   ca fe , w ork ing  in  a  

law  o ffice  and  then  finally , b ack  in  Jo h n so n  C ity  w ork ing  on th e  highw ay,  

d r iv in g  a  tru c k .. On one p a r t ic u la r  Sunday m o rn in g , h is  m o th e r  cam e  

in to  h is  b e d ro o m  to find  h im  sp ra w le d  ou t on the bed  w ith  a  b ro k e n  n o se  

w hich  w as s p re a d  a l l  o v e r h is  fa c e . To h e a r  Lyndon te l l  i t ,  he  h ad  b e en  i

to  a  c o u n try  d an ce  th e  n igh t b e fo re , had  g o tten  in to  a fig h t w ith  a D utch 

boy, a s  h e  e x p re s s e d  it , o v er a  g i r l .  The boy had  b ro k e n  h is  n o s e - - a t  

le a s t  h e  and  a  g ro u p  of com pan ions had  p itch ed  in  to g e th e r  and h ad  g iv en  

h im  a  c o n s id e ra b le  b ea tin g  and th e re  lay  L y n d o n --a  p re t ty  s ig h t. H is

m o th e r  m u s t  h av e  thought a tru c k  d r iv e r  by day, a b ra w le r  by night;
-'v"':- • : v ; . - , „ ■ !\ . ■■ ■

She b eg an  to  c ry .  She sa id  "My son, m y f i r s t ;b o r n  and then  sh e  began  to

ta lk  to h im  ab o u t w o rk in g  w ith  h is  m in d  and going to co lleg e . She m u s t  ^

h a v e  go tten  u n d e r h is  sk in  b e c a u se  h e  sa id , " a l l  r ig h t, m o th e r , you w r ite

m e  a  le t te r  and g e t m e  a  job and I w ill  go to co lleg e . " On the  o th e r  hand ,

h is  f a th e r  a d m in is te re d  a  co m p le te ly  d iffe re n t s o r t  of m e d ic in e . H e sa id ,

"No n eed  of y o u r going. You c a n 't  m ak e  i t .  . You h a v e n 't  g o t w hat i t  tak es

to  g e t a  c o lleg e  educa tio n . . J u s t  k eep  on and you m ig h t be a  p re t ty  good

tru c k  d r iv e r .  " I e x p e c t  th a t  w as c a lc u la te d . A t any r a te ,  i t  d id  th e  job .



Lyndon le f t  fo r  San M a rc o s  with. $25 b o rro w ed  fro m  A . W.

M o u rsu n d 's  fa th e r  who had  th e  Jo h n so n  C ity  B ank. L a te r  he b o rro w e d  

$50 f ro m  th e  B lanco  B ank f ro m  M r. C r is t .  So h e  w as off to c o l le g e - -  

San M a rc o s  S ta te  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e !  D r. E v an s  w as th e  P r e s id e n t .  A 

le t t e r  w hich  M rs . Jo h n so n  w ro te  and  sig n ed  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  n a m e  to 

p e rsu a d e d  D r . E vans to g ive  Lyndon a  job w ork ing  on th e  cam pus^ 

c lean in g  i t  up. I t  is  the ro c k ie s t ,  h i l l i e s t  cam p u s I hav e  e v e r  seen .

L yndon soon d is c o v e re d  the p a th s  by w hich D r. E vans w e n t to and  f ro m  

h is  d u tie s  and he  a lw ays m an ag ed  to be along th a t p a th  w o rk in g  w ith  e x t r a  

v ig o r a t  ex a c tly  th e  tim e  D r. E v an s w ould com e by. D r . E v an s n o ticed  

h im  and  w ith in  s ix  w eeks h e  w as w ork ing  in  D r. E v a n s ’ o ffice . M ea ls  a t 

a  b o a rd in g  h o u s e - - M r s .  P i r t l e 's ,  I  th ink  th e  n am e  w a s - - $ l6  fo r  two /

m e a ls - - lunch and su p p er-- o r  ten  d o lla rs  fo r  one m e a l.  Lyndon fo r  a  long 

tim e  h ad  th e  two m e a ls ,  bu t h e  d isc o v e re d  h is  good f r ie n d  B ooty  Jo h n so n  

a lw ay s ju s t  h a d  lunch . He sa id , "no, no I am  no t in te re s te d  in  s u p p e r - -  

ju s t  d o n 't  lik e  to e a t  su p p e r. " B ooty  b e ca m e  L y n d o n 's  f a s t  f r ie n d . H e 

le a rn e d  s e v e ra l  th in g s  f ro m  h im . O ne, h e  found th a t Booty w as  s leep in g  , 

in  the  top  of D r. E v a n s ' g a ra g e  unbeknow n to the  b u s in e s s  m a n a g e r  o f 

th e  c o lle g e  o r anyone in  a u th o r ity  ex cep t I w o u ld n 't be s u r p r i s e d  if  the  o ld  

g en tlem an . D r . E vans d id n 't  know i t  and w inked  a t  i t .  H e b ro u g h t a  co t 

and  so m e  b ed c lo th e s  f ro m  h o m e --h e a v e n  know s w hat h e  d id  fo r  any o th e r  

fu rn is h in g s - -a n d  h e  w ent down to the gym  fo r  h is  b a th . . Lyndon m o v ed  in  

w ith  h im  and th e re  h e  s tay ed  u n til h is  co lleg e  c a r e e r  w as c o m p le te d --  

h id eaw ay , so to  speak .
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H e a l s o found the  s e c r e t  of why Booty d id n 't  e a t th a t  second  m e a l. ■ 

B ooty  w as a  n ig h t w atch m an . In  th a t c a p a c ity  he h ad  k ey s  to m o s t  of th e  

p la c e s  a ro u n d  the  cam p u s , inc lud ing  the c a fe te r ia .  L yndon b eg an  to s tic k  

a ro u n d  c lo se  to h im  w hile  h e  w as doing h is  n ig h t w atch ing . B ooty  w ould 

say , ^'Goodnight, goodbye. I ' l l  s e e  you la te r .  M eet you o v e r  the g a ra g e . 

G o o d n ig h t."  L yndon sa id , "th a t 's  a l l  r ig h t. I  b e lie v e  I  w il l  ju s t  s tay  up 

and  w a it  w ith  yo u . "  A t l a s t  B ooty, e i th e r  f ro m  w e a r in e s s  in  w aiting  fo r  

Lyndon to  d e p a r t  o r  r e a s s u r e d  th a t he  w ould be  a  sa fe  a c c o m p lic e , took 

Lyndon w ith  h im  to th e  c a f e te r ia  w h e re  h e  c a re fu lly  un locked  the p a n try  

d o o r, w en t in to  the  v a s t  r e f r ig e r a to r ,  opened i t  up and th e re  la y  the 

r e m a in s  of su ch  th in g s  as  the ro a s t ,  som e f r ie d  ch icken , the b anana  

p ie . H e go t a  l i t t le  p a p e r  p la te , h e lp ed  h im  se lf - -a b u n d a n tly . Lyndon 

did: lik e w ise . So th ey  m ad e  th e ir  w ay th ro u g h  co lleg e  on a  sh o estr in g ?

T he day  w as fu ll  of m an y  d e lic io u s  re m in is c e n c e  s. lik e  th a t  and 

i t  w as a  m a rv e lo u s ly  r e s t f u l  day, th e  com pany  so ft and e a sy  and f ro m

fM

■ L y n d o n 's  s tan d p o in t no f e a r  of th row ing  nam e s  a ro u n d . I  hope i t  n ev er 

h a p p e n s . ' ^

We s a t  down to our f in a l big m e a l  of r o a s t  b e e f  and  then  go t in to  

the ch o p p er and  w en t back  to the teem in g  c ity  to face  o u r jo b s - - b u t  . ' '

c o n s id e ra b ly  r e f r e s h e d .  I know i t  h a s  b een  good fo r  h im  and  w as one .

s m a ll  p o in t of s e rv ic e  fo r  m e  b e c a u se  h e  d id  i t  m o re  to p le a s e  m e  than

anyth ing ,  I  th ink .


