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' 1965

M onday, M arch  29th

B egan  on an u g ly  note, w ith NEWSWEEK g ree tin g  us w ith  a s to r y ,  

"In co n tra d ic tio n  to the P r e s id e n t's  e x p r e sse d  hope that A m e r ic a n s  w ould  

tr a v e l in  the U nited  S ta tes  th is  su m m er, h is two d a u g h ters, Lynda B ird  and  

L u c i B a in e s , w e re  planning a Grand Tour of E u rop e. " Lyndon r e a c te d  in  a  

v e r y  n a tu ra l m a n n e r .*

SANmZBD

L a ter  in  th e day L uci cam e to the r e sc u e  by r e le a s in g  to  th e  

p r e s s  h e r  own p la n s , say in g  that she phoned h er  em p lo y er , D r . R o b ert  

K ra sk in , and sa id , "Of c o u r se  I'm  not going to E u rop e. You hold  onto  

m y  job , b e c a u se  I ' l l  b e  th e r e ."  She sa id , "T his tak es the p la id  r a b b it ."

I w en t e a r ly  o v er  to the E a st Wing to s e e  the r e s u lt s  o f the  

p a in tin g -u p  job and th e new o ffice  for C h ristin e  and a l it t le  cu b b y -h o le  

for  S im o n e . "F or the f ir s t  tim e  in four y e a r s ,"  C h ristin e  s a y s ,  "We 

a r e  c u r re n t . A ll o f the b oxes and d raw ers o f s tu ffed -a w a y  m a il  h ave  

b een  opened and a n sw e r e d ."

A l it t le  p a s t tw e lv e  I w ent down to the China R oom  to g r e e t  

S ir  John G ielgud^, h e r e  for  one of the C abin et's C ulture N ig h ts . He is  

doing "The A g es  o f M an, " S h a k esp ea re . He w as s lig h t, e a s y  to ta lk  to .

^  I to ld  h im  how m uch I had enjoyed see in g  h im  from  the o th er  s id e  o f the

fo o tlig h ts  and that ton ight Lynda B ird  would be in h is a u d ien ce .
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M onday, M arch  29th (continued)

n

And then it  w as tim e to g ree t our f ir s t  S tate  v is i to r s  s in c e  v»e 

•were sw orn  in . P r e s id e n t  and M rs. M aurice Y am eogo , o f U pper V o lta .

I nnet Lyndon in  h is  o ff ic e  ju st in  the n ick  of t im e , w e w alked  out on the  

South L aw n, w ith  the fla g s  crack in g  in the b r e e z e , the m il ita r y  s t i f f  a t  

atten tio n , th e u n iform ed  m u sic ia n s  on the b a lcon y  o f the W hite H ou se  

b u glin g  th e ir  a r r iv a l o f the P r e s id e n t's  p a r ty .

Up th ey  d ro v e , and out stepped  L loyd  Hand to e s c o r t  the s m a ll ,  

b e s p e c ta c le d  fig u re  w hom  the New Y ork T im es d e sc r ib e d  a s  "the s o f t -  

sp ok en , tou gh -m in d ed  M od erate, who b e lie v e s  that the fu ture o f A fr ic a  

l i e s  w ith  th e A fr ica n s  and not w ith  the C h in ese  or oth er fo r e ig n  C o m -

m u n is ts  ."

J

The day w as brigh t and sunny, and the South Law n c o lo r fu l  

w ith  u n ifo r m s , f la g s , and pom p and c ir c u m sta n c e . The c e r e m o n y  took  

lo n g e r  than u su a l, b e c a u se  a fter  the rev iew in g  o f the tr o o p s , L yndon 's  

sp e e c h  o f w e lco m e  had to  be tra n sla ted  into F ren ch , and P r e s id e n t  

Y axneogo's sp e ec h  in  F ren ch  w as tra n sla ted  into E n g lish ,

-  2 -
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M onday, M arch  29th (continued)

P r e s id e n t  Y am eogo  spoke w ithout n o te s , v e r y  flu en tly , but I 

found m y s e lf  so  in te r e s te d  in  look ing at the s c a r s  on h is  fa c e , the r itu a l  

tr ib a l s c a r s  o f the M ati T r ib e , that I ra th er  lo s t  tr a c k  of the e x p r e s s io n s  

o f fr ien d sh ip  fr o m  h is  l i t t le  country  of .five m illio n  to o u r s .

L yndon took  P r e s id e n t Y am eogo into the b u b b le-top p ed  lim o u sin e  

and I e sc o r te d  M r s . Y am eogo  and an in ter p r e te r  into a fo llow in g  c a r , and 

w e w ent on an  a b b rev ia ted  parade' - - t w o  s t r e e t s ,  am p ly  lin ed , I am  glad  

to  sa y , w ith  w aving p eop le  and d ecora ted  w ith  fla g s  o f the two c o u n tr ie s ,  

down c e r e m o n ia l P en n sy lv a n ia  A venue, I poin ting  out the C apito l and e x -

p la in in g  the h is to r y  of the s tr e e t , up 14th to  New Y ork  and b ack  to  B la ir  

H o u se , w h e r e , w ith  a qu ick  d e liv e r y -o f - th e -k e y  cerem o n y  and a r e sp o n se  

b y  P r e s id e n t  Y am eogo , aga in  w ithout n o te s , w e bade th em  good b ye.

T his a ftern oon  she is  to have a s tea d y  fa re  o f s o c ia l  s e r v ic e  

w ork  in  th is  cou n try  - -  it  i s  at the F r ien d sh ip  H ouse - -  show ing how w e  

k eep  a n u r se r y  for  w ork ing m o th ers ' ch ild ren , our w ork in g  p eo p le  on low  

in c o m e s  - -  that i s ,  $55 p er  w eek  or l e s s ,  can  get fr e e  le g a l a d v ic e  and 

o th er  s e r v ic e s .  How stra n g e  that m u st be to sonaeone com in g  fr o m  a 

cou n try  w h ere  the annual in co m e is  $50!

I ^ w e n t  u p sta ir s  for  so m e d esk  w ork  and the unhappy n e c e s s i t y

o f ta lk in g  on the phone w ith  D ale  M ille r  about the LOOK a r t ic le ,  w h ich

did  it s  b e s t  to  p ic tu re  u s  a s a H arding crow d . D ale  sa id  he did  not d ‘
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M onday, M arch  29th (continued)

one w ord  o f h is  tr ip  to  the W hite H ouse w ith  T exas C o n g ressm a n  and  

D a lla s  b u s in e s s m e n  w ith  th is  r ep o rt, but, h o rr ify in g ly  enough, the r e p o r te r 's  

v e r s io n  w as tru e  enough to  m ake you w onder a n g r ily  w h ere  th ey  DID get i t .  

D a le  sa id , "I g u e ss  I ju st drew  the b la ck  bean" - -  knew the s to r y  th ey
//

w ould  w r ite  b eforeh an d , and th ey  ju st hung it  onto h im .

A t th e  S ta te  D inner I w ore  m y  red  d r e s s ,  and J e a n lo u is  

a r r iv e d  to  put m y  h a ir  up on top of m y head . The f ir s t  h itch  i s  that the  

g u e s t s ,  who w e r e  su p p osed  to a r r iv e  at fiv e  m in u tes to e igh t, d id  not 

a r r iv e  u n til about tw en ty  m in u tes p a st, and I kept running in  the Y ellow  

R oom  to  ch at w ith  the R usks and the G . M ennen W illia jn s , and b ack  to  

stan d  at a tten tion  at the e le v a to r , w a itin g  for the c a ll  fro m  B la ir  H o u se .

I a sk ed  Lyndon how the day had b een . He sm ile d  and sa id , 

"How w ould you lik e  to  have an old  liv e  oak tr e e  for a w atch  f6^ ? " T h at's  

one o f th o se  n o n -se q u ite r  jok es that g o es  b ack  to h is  childhood and that 

not m an y  p eo p le  b e s id e s  us w ould u n derstan d .

W hen th ey  a r r iv e d , M rs . Y am eogo w as resp len d en t in  a w h ite  

gown that w as in tr ic a te ly  em b roid ed  and tucked  and w as en c ru sted  a ll  

o v e r  w ith  loo p in g s o f b ead in g  that sh im m ered  and m ade a so ft w h isp e r in g
A

sound as  sh e  step ped  - -  and a ch in ch illa  w rap around h er  n e c k . In h er  

ê ’.r s ,  on h er  w r is t ,  on h er  fin g er , w ere  red  and w h ite  s to n es  o f what

■ v- ■ - 4  -  . . .  ^
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M onday, M arch  29th (continued)

may  h ave b een  d iam onds and r u b ie s . I had rea d  so m ew h ere  th at sh e  p u r -

c h a sed  so m e  of h er  c lo th e s  fro m  B a lm a in  in  P a r is .

B a ck  u p sta ir s  in  the E a st  R oom  w e h a sten ed  to  p a ss  d rin k s and  

h ave  the exch an ge  of g if t s ,  ou rs an Indian drum  fo r  the P r e s id e n t  and a 

p o r tr a it  o f th e L in co ln  fa m ily , to g e th er  w ith  a  copy  o f  the E m ancipation. 

P r o c la m a tio n , and on e  o f L in co ln ’s g rea t quotes en graved  on a  c ig a r  b o x .

A nd fo r  M r s , Y a m eo g o , a. s i lv e r  Indian n e c k la c e , handm ade, sq u a sh -  

b lo s s o m  d e s ig n  and, to  m e  one o f  the m o s t  in tr igu in g  th in g s , a  p ic tu re  

m ad e b y  T ir o s  the n inth o f  th e ir  cou n try  a s  the s a te l l i t e  flew  o v e r  it  

la s t  m on th . F o r  us th ey  had gold p in s , a  d e ligh tfu l c h e s s  s e t ,  c o lo r fu l  

and v e r y  A fr ic a n , a red  le a th e r  sad d le  w ith  a  h igh  b ack  - -  lo o k s lik e  

th e S ah ara  - -  and a  r e p lic a  of a  tr ib a l v il la g e , f iv e  round huts su rrou n d ed  

by a  w a ll. The huts had th atched  roofs', w ith  tin y  f ig u r in e s  o f a n im a ls  

and p eo p le  to  co m p le te  the s c e n e . The w h ole  can be u sed  as c ig a r e tte  

container  and a s h tr a y s .

D o w n sta ir s  in  th e  lin e  w e ra th er  b e la te d ly  r e c e iv e d  our 121 

g u e s t s .  It w a s m o s t ly  o r ien ted  to  an in te r e s t  in  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  . 

a f f a ir s .  A m ong th em  the T h eod ore B ro w n s, D ir e c to r  o f th e A m e r ic a n  N eg ro  

L ea d er sh ip  C o n feren ce  on A fr ic a , the John D a v is e s , P r e s id e n t  o f  th e

5 ' 
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M onday, M arch  29th  (continued)

A m e r i c a n  S o c ie ty  o f  A fr ic a n  C u ltu re, and th e W aldem ar N ie ls o n s , P r e s id e n t  

o f  the A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  In stitu te . T h ere  w a s , o f c o u r se , a s m a ll  "brigade 

fr o m  the S e n a te . The T om  D od d s, a lw a y s am ong m y  fa v o r ite s ,  and the  

G a le  M cG ees - -  I h ea r  he has a  w hole w a ll  f i l le d  w ith  p ic tu r e s  o f our  

W e ster n  s a fa r i  la s t  su m m e r . R ep u b lican  Hugh S co tt and S en ator  H ira m  

F on g  a lo n e , and th e T om  M cIn ty res . A m ong the H ou se con tin gen t w as  

Jak e P ic k le , and a  sp r in k lin g  o f o ld  fr ien d s  — M erced es  D ou g las E ich h o lz  

and h e r  new h u sb an d ,(b lon d e  and lau gh in g , she a lw ays m a k es any p a r ty  go 

b e tte r ) , and M r s . C h arles M arsh , look in g  qu ite d ig n ified  and e leg a n t, 

p ro b a b ly  one o f th e  f ir s t  t im e s  sh e  has gotten  out s in c e  C h a r le s ' d eath .

A nd I w a s d e lig h ted  th at D iana w as th e r e . She w as b e in g  v e r y  b u sy  w ith  

h e r  F r e n c h  and h e r  kn ow led ge o f A fr ic a  fr o m  h er days w ith  th e P e a c e  

C o r p s . And one o f  h er  s c ie n t is t s  and e n g in e e r s , D r . R u s s e l l  L e e  o f  

P a lo  Al to , C a lifo rn ia . The w orld  o f s c ie n t is t s  has p layed  an in te r e s t in g  

r o le  in  th e l i f e  o f  U pper V o lta . T hey had b een  s tr ic k e n  b y  a s c o u r g e  

o f m e a s le s  so m e  y e a r s  ago , and a  D r . John E n d ers had p rod u ced  a 

v a c c in e  that d id  a g r ea t d e a l to h a r n e ss  and co n tro l the e p id e m ic . It 

w a s a ll ie d  w ith  th e  Sab in  v a c c in e . I w as so  p le a se d  that he w a s th e r e ,  

to g e th e r  w ith  one o r  tw o g u e s ts  fr o m  the M erck  L a b o r a to r ie s , w ho had • 

d isp e n se d  it  throughout U pper V o lta . ■;



And fro m  the w orld  o f A rts  and L e t te r s , th er e  w e r e  the W alter

K e r r s .   I to ld  h is  w ife  I had flin ch ed  on e v e r y  page o f h is  book . T he D e c lin e

' , XJL' .
o f  P le a s u r e . Unhappily   i t  ap p lied  to  m e   a t t im e s .  And I had en joyed  h er  

P le a s e  D on ’t E at the D a is ie s ,  and lo n ged  to  s e e  M ary, M ary . And th er e  

w as H erm an  W ouk, author o f M a rjo r ie  M o rn in g sta r , M utiny on  the B ounty  

and , m o r e  la te ly , Y oungblood H aw k. I w as glad to  s e e  th at so m e  o f the  

g u e s ts  r e c o g n iz e d  th e n am e and the m an and c lu s te r e d  about h im . It m u st  

b e  p r e tty  d isc o u r a g in g  to be fam ou s and not to b e  r e c o g n iz e d . And s in g e r  

E d ie  A d a m s, w hom  w e had la s t  s e e n  on the s tep s  o f the C ap ito l, p r a c t ic a lly ,  

in  A u stin , T e x a s , on the n ight of N ovem b er  2nd, the la s t  n igh t o f  th e  c a m -

p a ig n . She san g  fo r  u s , a s  sh e  had m any t im e s  during the F a l l .  B lon d e  

and cu te  and gay , sh e  w as having a  good tim e  a ll  ev en in g .

T h ere  w a s a  h eavy  sp r in k lin g  o f N e g r o e s , n a tu ra lly , w ho had  

m a d e a  s u c c e s s  in  our co u n try , a l l  the w ay  fro m  J a m es F a r m e r , P r e s id e n t  

o f the C o n g r e ss  o f  R a c ia l E q uality , to  Jud ges and e d u ca to rs .

T he lin e  co m p le ted , w e w en t in  to d in n er . I had on  m y  r ig h t  

the P r e s id e n t  and on m y  le f t  the P r e s id e n t  o f th e N a tio n a l A s s e m b ly .

T hey  have a o n e -h o u se  P a r lia m e n t for  C o n g ress  o f 50 M e m b e r s . T he  

going  w a s  a  lit t le   tough  c o n v e r sa tio n a lly , s in c e  I have no F r e n c h  w h a te v e r , 

but the P r e s id e n t  w a s a r tic u la te  and h elp fu l in  h is  ow n la n g u a g e . H e sa id

1965 ,
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M onday, M arch 29th (continued)

s e v e r a l  th in gs I r em em b er  w ith  in te r e s t .  O ne, th at in  the h igh  s c h o o ls  o f  h is  

cou n try  and s e v e r a l  ad join in g A fr ic a n  c o u n tr ie s , L yndon's sp e e c h  on  votin g  

r ig h ts  w a s b e in g  rea d  and stu d ied . He i s  a  R om an C ath olic  in  a  cou n try  

w h e r e  75% o f the pop ulation  s t i l l  p r a c t ic e s  a n im ism , and I d is c o v e r e d  that 

h e w a s v e r y  proud th at he w as the f i r s t  A fr ica n  C h ief o f S ta te  to  b e  r e c e iv e d  

b y  th e P o p e . It w as th e  p r e se n t  P o p e , not P op e  John w hom  w e had m e t .

H e a ls o  w as proud that th ey  had n ine B ish o p s  in  h is  country  and one C a rd in a l. 

O f th e  C ard in a l he sa id  so m eth in g  lik e  th is  - -  that w hen our red  m e e ts  th e ir  

r e d  - -  th a t m ea n s  th e cu rren t in f iltr a tio n  fro m  the C h in ese  C om m u n ists  

our r ed  w il l  d is p e r s e  th em .

P n  the su b jec t o f co m m u n ism  in  A fr ic a , I a sk ed  h im  how th ey  

w en t about w ork in g  th e ir  w ay  into a  co u n try 's  govern m en t, and h e  sa id  

th e y  o ffer ed  to  s tep  in  and b a la n ce  the budget o f the cou n try . O n c e  in , 

th ey  did not b a la n ce  the budget, and th ey  w ould not le a v e .

J u s t  b e fo r e  th e  to a s t s ,  th ere  w as a te n se  m om en t w hen  one of 

th e b u tle r s  ca m e  in  w ith  a  m e s s a g e  on a tr a y  w h ich  he p a s se d  to th e  

P r e s id e n t . The P r e s id e n t  opened it ,  and I am  su r e  e v e r y  ey e  th e r e  

w a s try in g  to  r ea d  in  h is  fa c e  it s  c o n te n ts . He th en  handed i t  to  S e c r e ta r y  

R u sk , w ho rea d  i t ,  fo ld ed  it ,  r o s e ,  and e x c u se d  h im s e lf  f ro m  th e ta b le , 

w h ile  a l l  s o r t s  o f  G otterd am eru n gs w ent th rou gh our m in d s . And then , 

g r ea t honor to  h im , Lyndon p ro c ee d e d  w ith  h is  p a r t o f the to a s t  w ithout

mti
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M onday, M arch  29th  (continued)

a  f l ic k e r  o f an e y e la s h . The to a s ts  a c tu a lly  w e re  in term in a b le  - - 4 5  m in u tes  

b e c a u se  o f the tr a n s la t io n . I m u st sa y  I took  m y  hat off to  P r e s id e n t  

Y am eogo  fo r  b e in g  so  flu en t  w ithout any so r t  o f a s c r ip t , and r e a l ly  a  

n ic e  co m b in a tio n  o f d ig n ity  and g r a c io u s n e s s .

A t la s t  we  r o s e  to  have c o ffe e  in  the h a ll and th e  R ed  and G reen  

R o o m s, and th en  on into the E a s t  R oom  for  the en ter ta in m en t, w h ich  

M axine C h esh ire  d e sc r ib e d  a s  "they w hooped i t  up at the W hite H ou se  

l a s t  n igh t - - i t  -was an even in g  that w as as A m e r ica n  as the old  B u ffa lo  

n ic k e l, w hen  Indian b r a v e s  in  w ar paint p er fo rm ed  tr ib a l d an ces fo r  

th e v is it in g  P r e s id e n t  of U pper V o lta  and M r s . M au rice  Y a m e o g o ."

T h ere  w e r e   35 stu d en ts fr o m  the In stitu te  o f A m e r ica n  Indian A rts  

in  San ta  F e  - -  m y  b ro th er  Tony had h elp ed  round th em  up - -  and th ey  

 w e r e  in tro d u ced , d e lig h tfu lly  enough, by  a young Indian g ir l  who m ad e  

a  s m a ll  sp e e c h  in  F r e n c h .

W e w e r e   a  th ea tre  in  the round. A ll  the g u ests  grouped  

 around a  la r g e  c e n tr a l s ta g e  fo r  th is  f ir s t  t im e  that A m e r ica n  Indians 

e v e r  gave  an  en ter ta in m en t in  th e W hite H o u se . T hey sh u ffled  and 

chanted  th e ir  w ay  through the B u ffa lo  d an ce , the Sw an d a n ce , th e  A pache  

M ountain  s p ir it  d a n ce , th e ta il - fe a th e r  d an ce, and, m o s t  in te r e s t in g  o f  

a l l ,  the hoop dan ce , in  th e ir  b ead s a n d  b u ck sk in s and b e lts  and fo u r -  

fe e t -h ig h  m a s k s , th at b e in g  the A pache M ountain s p ir it  d a n ce , th e  m o s t
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fr ig h ten in g -lo o k in g  o f a l l  - -  b la ck  m a sk s  o v er  th e ir  fa c e s  and on ly  s l i t s  fo r  

th e - e y e s ,  and a  s e r ie s  o f c r o s s e s  on th e ir  heads form in g  a s o r t  o f f o r e s t .  

I t 's  a  d an ce  to d r iv e  aw ay e v il  s p ir its  and r e s to r e  th e h ea lth .

T he hoop d an ce  req u ired  the m o s t  s k il l  - -  on ly  one m an  dancing  

a g i le ly  around in  a w h ole  a rm fu l o f h o o p s, f ir s t  one and then  on up t i l l  a l l  

18 or  so  w e r e  gyra tin g  around h is  b od y .

 I thought o f the t im e  th at T h eod ore R o o se v e lt  had th e Jap a n ese  

w r e s t le r s  in  the E a s t  R oom  for  h is  en ter ta in m en t. Thank good n ess he s e t  

su ch  a  p r eced en t!

L yndon had w arn ed  B e s s  th at a fter  tw enty  m in u tes  he w as going  

to  g e t up and m ak e h is  goodnight. Thank good n ess he s ta y ed  for  tw e n ty -f iv e ,  

and s o  had th e  ch an ce to  thank a ll  the Ind ian s, who w ere  r e a lly  so  th r il le d  

 to  b e  th e r e .

 And th en , an oth er  un usual ev en t for a S tate  D inn er to o k  p la c e - -  

a s  th e P r e s id e n t  and M r s . Y am eogo  d ep arted  w ith  th e ir  p a r ty  Lyndon  

a cco m p a n ied  th em  to the L in co ln  M em o ria l to  w a lk  up the s te p s  and stand  

s i le n t ly  rea d in g  the G e t ty s b u r g  A d d r e ss , and then  as  s i le n t ly  turn and  

le a v e ,  w h ile  I s ta y ed  w ith  th e r e s t  o f the g u ests  fo r  a l i t t le  d an cin g and  

■ g o o d b y es . .
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B ut th at w as not the end o f the n ight for  h im , b e c a u se  th e m e s s a g e  , 

handed h im  during th e d in ner had b een  about a  bom bing in  S aigon , r ig h t in  

fr o n t o f  th e U n ited  S ta te s  E m b a ssy , in  w h ich  s e v e r a l  A m e r ica n s  and a  good  

m a n y  m o r e  V ie tn a m ese  w e r e  k il le d  or s e r io u s ly  w ounded.

So a fte r  L in co ln  ca m e  V ie tN a m — ta lk s  w ith  R usk , th e S itu ation  

R oom  a  la te  n ig h t. I w ent on to  bed  and it  w as th ree  o ’c lo c k  w hen  

L yndon C eim e in to .m y  ro o m  and w e a r ily  p u lled  up the c o v e r .

mmm -  11 -




