
V . .

j \ \ o ' .

d ^  v  L ^  .  I a J  ^  ^  . 1 9 6 5 , :'  ' ;  ( ^ '  c x , : - | ^ ‘ c - U

O ne of m y  m e m o r ie s  of th e  W hite H ouse w ill  a lw ays  be of 

convoca tions  in  th e  b e d ro o m , Lyndon p ro p p e d  up in  the  g r e a t  canop ied  

bed , f ive  n e w sp a p e rs  s ta c k e d  b e s id e  h im , and a  b a le  of n ight r e a d in g , '  

m ak in g  im p e ra t iv e  sounding te lep h o n e  c a l l s .  Am ong th o se  on th e  o th e r  

end a r e  v e ry  l ik e ly  to  be  Bob M c N a m a ra  and  M cG eorge  Bundy and  a lw ays 

com ing  and  going J a c k  V a len ti ,  l igh t of s tep  and  quick  w ith  a s m i le ,  and 

sm oo th , k ind ly  M a rv in  W atson . T h is  m o rn in g  th e y  w e re  th e r e  and  B illy  

G ra h a m  c a m e  in , had a  seco n d  cup of coffee, s a id  his te n ta t iv e  goodbyes . 

We h e a rd  th a t  C a r l  V inson  had a r r i v e d .  T h is  i s  one of th e  sw ee t sudden

th ings  th a t  Lyndon o ften  d o e s - - s h a r e  th is  house  and th is  p la c e  w ith  an  old

T h is  t i m e  the arriver was fo r m e rf r ie n d ,  a n  o ld  "fe l lo w -w o rk e r  in  th e  v in e y a rd ".̂

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  C a r l  V inson, of G eorg ia --affectionately called the *Admiral or the Chairman --fo r  fifty  y e a r s  a  m e m b e r  of th e   

H ouse of R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  and m u ch  of th a t  t im e  w as head of w hat w as  th e  

N aval A f fa i r s  C o m m it te e  w hen w e f i r s t  jo in ed  i t  in  1937 and l a t e r  b e c a m e  /  

th e  A r m e d  S e rv ic e s  C o m m it te e . He had ' ^ ^ ^  

r e t i r e d  l a s t  y e a r  and  Lyndon had  a sk e d  h im  to  co m e up f ro m  G eo rg ia  to  

be  o u r  house  g u e s t  to  a t te n d  re c e p t io n s  and  g a th e r in g s  a t  th e  C ap ito l  in  his 

honor and  to  b e  g iven  a  p a r ty  h e r e  by u s .  My f i r s t  q u es tio n  w hen  I saw  h im  

w as "who do you w an t to com e se e  you th is  afte rnoon? " A lre a d y  th e  G e o rg ia  

D elegation  w a s  on th e l i s t  and  th e  m e m b e r s  who had s e rv e d  With h im  on th e
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N aval A ffa ir s  C o m m it te e  and de ligh tfu l enough he pu t on a l l  of h is  

n e ig h b o rs  up and  down th e  s t r e e t  he liv ed  on fo r  so m an y  y e a r s ,  includ ing  

e s p e c ia l ly  t h e  fa m ily  of th e  lady  who had b een  his  h o u se k e e p e r  a f te r  his  

w ife  d ied , M r .  and  M r s . Snead, t h e i r  two c h i ld re n ,  one of w hom  w as 

n am ed  C a r l .  He had g iven  th e m  his house  w hen he r e tu rn e d  to  G eo rg ia .

W hat a  s t o r y  book s o r t  of th ing  to  do!

I had lunch  w ith  Lynda in  m y  b e d ro o m , she  looking b e a u tifu l  in  

h e r  p in k  d r e s s  a n d  r e d  co a t,  e x c i te d  and e n th u s ia s t ic  about going to  

New Y o rk  a t  2:00 o 'c lo c k  to  s ta y  a t  M a ry  L a s k e r ' s  house  and  have d a te s  

w ith  D ave, who r e m a in s  th e  m o s t  in te r e s t in g  young m a n  she know s in  

s p i te  of qu ite  a  few  d a te s .  W ord  b eg an  to  c r e e p  th ro u g h  to  m e  th a t  w e 

w e r e  r e a l ly  going to  Cam p David th is  a f te rn o o n  a f t e r  the  r e c e p t io n  f o r  ; |

C a r l  V inson , a  d e lic io u s  p r o s p e c t .

'  ■ /  ^

A t 5:30 th e  C h a irm a n ,  a s  n e a r ly  every o n e  a f fe c t io n a te ly  c a l l s  h im ,

an d  I  w en t d o w n s ta ir s  to  r e c e iv e  in  th e  Blue Room . No te l l in g  w hen  Lyndon

would a r r i v e .  T h en  th e  L e a d e rs h ip  f i le d  by to  p a y  r e s p e c t  to  h im , th e  I

S p eak e r  and  M r s .  M c C o rm a c k ,  l iv e ly  l i t t le  C a r l  A lb e r t  and  h is  d im in u tiv e

li t t l e  w ife , and  g r a c e f u l  L indy B oggs w ith  H ale , and , of c o u r s e ,  th e  G e o rg ia

D e lega tion  le d  by H e rm a n  and B e tty  T a lm ad g e ,  but a b s e n t  th e  s t a r  D ick R u s s e l l

and w hite  m a n e d  M endel R iv e r s .  He and  I w il l  n e v e r  g e t  th ro u g h  .

r e m in is c in g  about o u r  w h is t le  stop in  C h a r le s to n ,  South C a ro l in a  l a s t  f a l l .

He su c c e e d e d  to  M r .  V in so n 's  p la c e  a s  C h a irm a n  of th e  A rm ed . S e rv ic e s

C o m m it te e .  I t  w as  a n  in te r e s t i n g  re c e iv in g  lin e  w e l l  r e c o r d e d  by  T V  and  •
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th e  n e w s p a p e rs ,  inc lud ing  M r . V in so n 's  nephew, L t .  Colonel W ilbur 

V inson  and  his  w ife  and  lo ts  of n ice  lad ie s  w ith  so u th e rn  a c c e n ts ,  m a n y  

f r o m  G eo rg ia ,  who k ep t on say ing  "He w as  o u r  b o ss  fo r  30 y e a r s . . .  I  

w o rk e d  f o r  h im  fo r  18 y e a r s . " He had inc luded  a l l  of th e  s ta ff ,  b le s s  h im !

I t  m e a n t  so m eth in g  fo r  th e m  to  se e  h im  aga in  and  to  be  h e re  a t  th e  W hite  

H ouse and  i t  m e a n t  som eth ing  fo r  m e  to  be  ab le  to  s h a re  i t  w ith  th e m ,  

and  G eo rg ia  C o u r t  of A pp ea ls  Judge  Bobby R u s s e l l  of W in d er ,  G eo rg ia ,  

th e  S e n a to r 's  f a v o r i te  nephew who i s  out h e r e  a t  NIH w ith  w h a t  w e b e l ie v e  

m u s t  b e  c a n c e r .  I t  ch i l le d  m e  to  s e e  h im  so young and i n h e r i t o r  of su ch  

a f in e  nam e , so m a n y  cu te  c h i ld re n ,  ab le  enough to  u se  th e  p o l i t ic a l  fu tu re  

th a t  la y  b e fo re  h im , but looking v e ry  th in  and g ra y .  Once m o r e  I  e s p e c ia l ly  

lo v e d  Lyndon w hen l a t e r  in  th e  evening he m e t  h im  and s a id  "You ju s t  

go on out to  Cam p D avid  w ith  u s .  T e ll  th e m  out t h e r e  th a t  you w il l  b e  b a c k  

t o m o r r o w ."  He h e s i t a t e d - - I could s e e  he w an ted  to , but he sa id  "no , I  

had  b e t t e r  g e t  on out t h e r e  and not in t e r r u p t  th e s e  t e s t s  I a m  tak in g ."  We 

ta lk e d  abou t w hat a  w o n d erfu l  p la c e  NIH w as  and he u sed  th e  e x p re s s io n  

"y ou know, I th ink  th ey  a r e  r ig h t  on th e  v e r g e . "  N e ith e r  he n o r  I s a id  of 

w h a t bu t w e bo th  knew  th a t  he m e a n t  a d is c o v e ry  about c a n c e r ,  p o s s ib ly  a

c u re .

T he  high p o in t  of th e  evening w as  th e  a r r i v a l  of th e  Snead f a m ily ,  m o th e r  

and  f a th e r  and  l i t t l e  c r e w -c u t  C a r l ,  b a sh fu l  and  r a th e r  s i le n t ,  and h is  p ro u d  

and  outgoing tw e lv e  o r  so  y e a r  o ld  b r o th e r ,  T i l lm a n ,  and  a l l  th e  n e ig h b o rs  

up and  down th e  s t r e e t .  In fa c t ,  i t  w as  a  de ligh tfu l r e m in i s c e n t  ev en in g .
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T he  S te r l in g  C o le s  w e r e  th e re .  We h a d  known h im  w e ll  as  the  ou tstand ing  

R e p u b l ic a n  on the  C o m m it te e  w hen we jo ined  i t  in  1937, and  I k e p t  on 

m e e t in g  v e te r a n s  of m y  W h is t le s to p  t r a in  th ro u g h  G eorg ia .  Lyndon t r i e d  

to  p e r s u a d e  M r .  V inson  to go w ith  us to C am p David, bu t no, the 

h e l ic o p te r  w as  too m u ch  of a n  innovation  fo r  h im . H e h a d  a c tu a l ly  co m e  

to W ashington  on the  t r a i n !  W ithout a  doubt the  m o s t  im p r e s s iv e  thing 

ab o u t th e  evening to m e  w as  see in g  a  m a n  who h ad  h e ld  g r e a t  pow er fo r

m a n y  y e a r s ,  h i s l ife  in  the H ouse to ta ling  50 y e a r s ,  h a d  s a id  goodbye to

i t  of h is  own a c c o rd  and  h a d  no b a c k w a rd  look. H is  fa c e ,  h is  m a n n e r ,  j

a l l  show ed a  happy  m a n , g ra te fu l  fo r  r e tu rn in g  to the  sc en e  w h e re  h e  h ad  

la b o r e d ,  fo r  a  d a y 's  c e le b ra t io n ,  b u t  no r e g r e t  a t  being s e p a ra te d  f ro m  it .

H e  le f t  w ith  h i s  adopted  fam ily  a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  sev en  and I s ta y e d  un til  the 

l a s t  l in g e r in g  g u e s t  h ad  d e p a r te d .  Lyndon, who can  m a k e  a  big im p r e s s io n   

in  a  few  m in u te s ,  h ad  gone b ack  m u c h  e a r l i e r  to the office  to m op  up the  d a y 's  

w o rk .  H e c a m e  b ack  to g e t  on the h e l ic o p te r ,  g rabb ing  up both  dogs a t  the 

l a s t  m in u te  a s  he  and  I b o a rd e d  it .  J u s t  b e fo re  w e le f t  t h e r e  w as  a 

d i s c o r d a n t  no te  in  the  happy  cacophony  of our d e p a r tu re .  . I g l im p se d  

M cG eo rg e  Bundy a t  the  e n tra n c e .  Lyndon a s k e d  h im  to g e t  on. He ru s h e d  

in to  the h e l ic o p te r ,  t h r u s t  the copy of a  sp eech  in  L y n d o n 's  h an d s  and  

sa id  "I a m  aw fully  s o r r y ,  nobody cou ld  p r e d ic t  th a t  h e  w ould  say  anthing 

l ik e  tha t ." I t  c o n c e rn e d  a  sp eech  th a t  P r i m e  M in is te r  P e a r s o n  of C an ad a  

h a d  m a d e  a t  a  U n iv e rs i ty  in  P h i la d e lp h ia  in  w hich h e  a p p a re n t ly  h a d  to ld  u s  ; 

how  to  conduc t the  w a r  in  V ie tnam . We flew  off and a r r i v e d  a t  A sp en  Lodge a  ,

- *
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l i t t l e  p a s t  8:00 to  spend th e  w eekend  w ith  the  B u sb y s , th e  Jo h n  C h a n c e l lo r s ,  

th e  V a le n t is ,  inc lud ing  l i t t l e  C o u r ten ay  Lynda, M a ria n n e  M e a n s ,  E m m it t  

Re a r don. The p ro b le m s  did not in tru d e  and we had a  f e s t iv e  d in n e r  and 

th e n  th e  h a p p ie s t  th in g  th a t  could  happen, Lyndon w ent off to  s le e p  w hile  w e 

w a tch ed  a  m o v ie .  I t  is  a  t r e a s u r e  fo r  h im  to  go to  b ed  e a r ly .
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