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" One of my memorles of the White House w1ll always be of

convocati_ons in the-bedroom,» Lyndon propped up in the great canopied'

bed; five netvspvapers stacked beside him, and a bale of night reading,' - |

: makmg 1mperat1ve soundmg telephone calls. Among those on the other
end a.re very 11ke1y to be Bob McNamara and McGeorge Bundy and always B
commg and gomg Jack Valentl, hght of step and qu1ck w1th a sn’ule, and
smooth, ‘klndly Marvm Watson. ’ . Th1s mornmg they wereathere and Billy'-

Graham came 1n, had a second cup of coffee, sa1d h1s tentatwe goodbyes.

N | We heard that Carl Vmson had arr1ved This is one of the sweet sudden
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thmgs that Lyndon often does-—shar e th1s house and th1s place with an old o

fr1end an old fellow worker in the v1neyard Thls t1me,{.ormer o - o
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Representat1ve Carl Vlnson, of Georgla\Mor f1fty years a member of the \

House of Representat1ves and much of that time was head of what w’asthe e

Naval Affa1rs Comm1ttee When we f1rst Jo:med 1t in 1937 and later became /
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the Armed Services Comm1ttee taffectmna(ly called the Adm1ralr’¥re H} -
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retlred last year and Lyndon ha.d asked h1m to come up from Georgla to

.be our' house guest to attend receptlons‘ and 'gathenngs at the- Capitol in his
honor and,to be given a party'here’ by us., My flrst questmn when I saw h1m
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was "who do you wa.nt to come see you thxs afternoo Already the Georg1a -

‘,—); B _‘Delegatmn was on the 11st and the members who ha.d served w:Lth h1m on the "
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What a story book sort of thmg to do. ,

her pmk. dress and red coat exc1ted and enthus1ast1c about go1ng to ‘

-and wh1te maned Mendel} R1vers. . He and I Wlll never get through
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. Naval Affairs Committee and delightful enough he put' on all of his

nelghbors up and down the street he 11ved on for so many years, 1nclud1ng

‘-eSpec1ally the famlly of the lady who had been his housekeeper after hls ’
' 'w1fe died, Mr. and Mrs. Snead thelr two ch1ldren, one-of whom was.,

.named Carl He had g ven them hls house when he returned to Georgla.

I had lunch w1th Lynda in my bedroom, she 100k1ng beaut1fu1 1n

New York at 2: 00 o clock to stay at Mary Lasker s hOuse and have dates

w1th Dave, who remalns the most 1nterest1ng young man she knows in
spite of quite a few dates. . Word began to creep through to me that we

v_yevre really going to Camp David this afternoon after'the'.recepltionlf_or‘.

"Carl Vinson, adelicious ‘pro‘spect.

At 5 30 the Cha1rman, asg—nearly everyone affectlonately calls h1m, o
and I Went downsta1rs to receive in the Blue Room. No tellmg when Lyndon C

would arrive. o Then the Leadershlp flled by to pay respect to hlm, the S

Speaker and Mrs. McCormack llvely 11tt1e Carl Albert and his dlmumnve

| htti:e w1fe, and graceful L1ndy Boggs w1th Hale, and of course, the Georgla

' Delegatmn led by’ Herman and Betty Talmadge, but absent the star D1ck RuSSell

rem1msc1ng about our wh1st1e stop in Charleston, South Carohna last fall

He succeeded to Mr. V1nson s place as Cha1rman of the Armed Serw.ces '

' Comm1ttee. It Was an- 1nterest1ng rece1v1ng 11ne well recorded by T_V and»_
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V‘ thé ne\vspapers,"including Mr Vinson'_s nei)heyv,' Lt. Cclcnel Wllbur -
Vi‘ns'onrand hts vvife an& lets ot ‘nice lad.ies ‘vvith southerh accents," njxany'
from .G.ecrgia, yvho' kept on eaying "He was"out- boss fori 30, yeali's.,,j\].'.“..

| vworked for him;.fcr‘18‘Year's.“_ b. He had inclu.tied all of the staff,yhle‘s.s vhim.’l |
,. It meant something for them tdsee him again and to be hvere' at the White "
House and it meant 'sen1eth1ng for me to be able to share it w1th them, | ,

- and Georgla Court of Appeals .]'udge Bobby Russell of W1nder, Georg1a, .

the Senator s fa.vonte nephew who is out here-at NIH w1th what we beheve
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L must be cancer. It ch111ed me to see h1m so young and a-—h-e-ret-er of such
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a f1ne na.me,‘ so.many cute ch11dren, able enough to use the pol1t1ca1 future
that lay before hun, but lookmg very thin and gray. Once more I espec1a11y
: 1oved Lyndon when later in the evenlng he met him and salu ”You JllSt |
go on out to »Camp David vvith us. Tell them out there that you w111 be back
tomo':‘r.xjew‘. " He he51tated;-1 couid see he wanted to, but he sa1d “no I
had hetter .g"et o’nl out there and not tnterrupt theee tests I am taking. n .‘We' :
talked about‘w.hat a wo‘nd\er'ful place NIH was and he ueed the express-len
you know I thlnk they are r1ght on the verge. n Nelther he nor I sa1d of -
a what but_;}”?. ‘both kn_ew that_he meant a d1$covery‘abeut cancer, 'éesstbly_ a :
cure. | | o o | |
= | The high ;551;11;_ ef the‘-bevening was the arrival_ 'of'the Sneald; tatnily, _mcthe: ‘

-and fatherandhttle crevv‘-cut ::'.Carl," baehfui and rath'e'xj. s11ent,andhxsproud

‘ande‘utgo‘ing. twelve ‘fcr‘ so :ye.ar vo‘ld brethei-: ‘Tillr‘nan,‘.: a,nd alr.l.thein.eighbore |

' up'and down the vs‘t‘re‘et.» In fact, it was a delightful feminiscent evening. .- K
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The Sterling»Colesv wer_“e ther e. .Weﬁhad known him well .as the o‘utst'andin.gl, i
o R._ei)ubtican:on the Committee w_hen yve jotned.it in ‘1.937) and I keptvon |
meeting ‘veter‘ans of my -Whi.etlestop't:tain th:{ough Georgi'a. ‘L'yndon' tried
to -pexjsnade.Mt. :Vi‘ns’on to go with .u.s' to Camp David;_ but no, the »I |
3 helyicoptef, was toomuchof an innovatton for him. He h_ad actdany come
3 to:fj‘W‘ashingto’n ‘on: the-tra_;lni -i .Witho‘ut_ a'doubt the most irn.pres‘siv_e thmg :
,~:‘;bont'the evenmg to tne:‘vyas.“ seeiﬁng'- a man who had }helld;g‘.teatpoyye‘i-'for
many year‘.s/.. ‘&hs 1ife in th.e Houae tot‘abling'YSO ye‘a;;e-, had vsvai‘d_‘goodb‘ye to .‘ 2
1t fot ‘hi.s own acco‘rd.and‘had’{ no backyvard 1ook. His face, h1s manner, -
abllh ehowed.'a happy rnan,grateful for ‘r.etu‘rning to*the ecene wher e.he had ”
labored for a day ] celebratlon,‘ but no reéret at be1ng sebarated from 1t
/’tPHe left with hls adopted fam11y a 11tt1e before seven and I stayed unt11 the }A o
" last 11nger1ng gu.est had departed. Lyndon, who can make'a b1g 1mpressmni -
in"a.f-e.w minutes had gone back moch earher to the offlce to mop up the day 5
; | ,work ‘He came back to get on the hehcopter, grabbmg up both dogs at the

/"I

.1ast mxnute as he and I boarded it. Just before we 1eft there was a "_ ;

'Adiscor_dant no_te'in the happy cacophony of our' departure. 1 gl:l.mpsed
.M'cGeo'rge Bundy at the entrance. Lyndon asked hJ.m to get on. He rushed
i1nto the hehcopter, thrust the copy of a speech in Lyndon s hands and »A
sa1d "I am awfully sorry, nobody could pred1ct that he would say. anthlng

hke tha.t It concerned a speech that Prn‘ne M1n1ster Pearson of Canada.
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‘ "_.li'tt'lcve vpast 8:‘0.0 to spend thiel'\‘ye”ekerid w1th t‘iie Bﬁébyg, the'.]'ohtiV’C.J‘.han:céllor:s?, 7
o fhe Valehtis, inciuding lit#.l.é' it;ourtenay; Lyndé,, Ma.:rianue Mearillgl, " Emm1tt

| »Riér'don. : Thé‘. problemg _did_fr{lot r&éintrvudéancll we:, had a.lfest‘ivé" dinﬁei; and.‘

..thenf the k.l‘é‘ppie“ thing 'th;t".coum.}.lappep, .Lyndon Wénf off:to Sl_ee'p while We

watched a movie. It is av“fre_avsu::"e for him to go to bed early.




