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SATURDAY, A PR IL  3

S a tu rd a y , A p r il  3 w as not, h o w ev er, a  r e s t f u l  day  in  the  beginn ing . 

O v er u s  hung the  cloud  of P r im e  M in is te r  P e a r s o n 's  sp eech  in  w hich  h e  sa id  

th e r e  shou ld  be  a  c e s s a t io n  of b o m b in g s in  V ie tn am  fo r  a p e r io d  of t im e - -  

^  a p p a re n tly , I g u e s s , to s e t  the s tag e  fo r  n eg o tia tio n s . T h is  c a m e  a t  a  m o s t  

inau s p ic io u s  tim e  b e c a u se  Lyndon had  b een  read y in g  a  sp e ec h  to  be m ad e  on 

: M onday a t  Jo h n s  H opk ins w ith a c c e n t on p o s s ib le  c o n s tru c tiv e  econom ic  a id  

along the  lin e s  of the  M ekong R iv e r  P r o je c t  th a t could  be u n d e r ta k e n  if  p e a c e  

co u ld  be re a c h e d . Now, how  cou ld  you m ak e  th a t  sp eech  w ith o u t seem in g  to 

be tak in g  d ic ta tio n  o r y ie ld in g  to the d em an d s of an A lly ?  Too bad h e  d id n 't  

m a k e  h is  own sp eech  in  O ttaw a and no t P h ila d e lp h ia .

The day  w as  b r ig h t b lue  and gold although  the  th e rm o m e te r  w as  in  

the  30 ' s and  the  o u td o o rs  so inv iting  b u t no chance  fo r  Lyndon to  enjoy  i t  

u n til a f te r  the  v is i t .  The P r im e  M in is te r  a r r iv e d  a t  12:30, p re c e d e d  only 

by a  l i t t le  w h ile  by G eo rg e  R eed y  and M cG eorge Bundy, m o s t  g e n ia l and 

c h a rm in g  of m o s t  a l l  of the fo re ig n  h e ad s  of S ta te  th a t I  have know n. I t 

■was  too  bad  th a t  w e m e t ag a in  u n d e r th e se  strained c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  I h av e  

n e v e r  h ad  a  m o re  h i la r io u s  m ee tin g  th an  th e  l a s t  one w ith  h im  a t  the  ra n c h . 

T h is  tim e  the  fiv e  of u s - - h e  and the A m b a ssa d o r, Lyndon, M cG eo rg e  Bundy 

and  I s a t  down in  the lovely  dining ro o m  of A spen L odge. W e looked ou t o v e r  

th e  v a lle y  below  and h e  s a id  h e  w as  a  C iv il W ar buff and of the  y e a r s  h e  h ad  

s p e n t in  W ash ing ton , m any  w eekends h e  h ad  sp en t ex p lo rin g  C iv il W ar 

b a tt le g ro u n d s .  I  to ld  h im  abou t D ick R u s s e l l 's  s to ry  abou t the v a lle y  th a t  '
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lay  below  u s , a  copy of L e e 's  o rd e r  to one of h is  G e n e ra ls  lo s t  in  the 

f o r e s t ,  found b y  a  U nion S e rg ea n t, d e liv e re d  to h is  G e n e ra l in  C h a rg e , 

tak en  a s  a  h o ax  and a  ch an ce  fo r a  m a jo r  v ic to ry  sh o rten in g  th e  w ar lo s t.

T hey  ta lk e d  ab o u t L ak e  E r ie  p o llu tion , som e a i r  c o n tra c ts  and  

th en  ju s t  a f te r  d e s s e r t  cam e  in , th ink ing  p e rh a p s  they  h ad  r a th e r  ta lk  

h a r d  f a c ts  ab o u t h is  sp ee ch  w ithou t m y  p re s e n c e , I  ex cu sed  m y s e lf  and 

. w en t off to m y  ro o m  to r e a d  " H u r r y  Sundown".  A s e lf - in d u lg e n t th ing to  

do, b u t I shou ld  h a v e  b e e n  m o re  on the b a l l  a s  a  h o s te s s  b e c a u se  I e m e r g e d  

ju s t  f iv e  m in u te s  too l a t e — gauging m y  tim e by th e ir  v o ic e s - - to  say  goodbye 

to th e  P r im e  M in is te r .

I t  w as  a  l i t t l e  a f te r  th re e  and the s un s t i l l  h ig h  an d  I w en t fo r  a 

. w alk  w ith  only J e r r y  K iv e t, m y  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  A gent, ou t th e  e n tra n c e  of 

Cam p D avid  and down the  h i l l ,  m e e tin g  fo u r l i t t le  c h ild re n  who w e re  on a 

n a tu re  h ik e , n e ith e r  of u s  know ing who the  o th e r  w as . One l i t t l e  g i r l  ;

show ing m e  th e  seed  pod  she  w as tak ing  hom e and the  l i t t le  boy the m o ss  

h e  h ad  p ick ed  up fo r  h is  s a la m a n d e r ’s box. We w alked  s tr a ig h t  dow nhill 

an d  s tr a ig h t  up h ill, a c r o s s  ro u g h  t e r r a i n - - "B ill D ouglas" C o u n try -- th ro u g h  . 

w oods b a r e  of any  le a f  bu t la te r  to  be fu ll of dogwood I th ink , o c c a s io n a l 

v is ta s  of T h u rm o n t opening up in  the  v a lley  down below  and b a ck  a t  the 

h ighw ay only  to find  th a t  m y  p e d o m e te r  r e g is te r e d  a  d isap p o in tin g  two 

an d  o n e -h a lf  m ile s  w hen m y  leg s  sa id  ten . T he c a r  w as th e re  w aitin g  fo r 

us and  w e d ro v e  back , jo in ed  the g u e s ts  and  w en t bow ling. In fa c t, th is   

w as a  bow ling happy  w eekend . L y n d o n 's  f i r s t  b a ll  w as a  s tr ik e  and  th is , .
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I th ink , p u t an end to the tro u b le s  of the day and s e t  the  tone fo r  ju s t  fun.

H e w as  a d e lig h tfu l h o s t, an  am u sin g  r a c o n t e u r ,  m a k in g , I b e lie v e , a  

m e m o ra b le  w eekend  w ith  the  C h a n c e llo rs  and M a rian n e  M ea n s .a n d  a 

happy  one fo r  th e  s ta ff  and m e . My s c o re  w as nothing to c h e e r  a b o u t .

B ack  a t  the m a in  lodge, Lyndon took h is  p la c e  in  the  ro ck in g  

c h a ir  and  w e a l l  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  h im  in  ta lk in g  ab o u t w hat C h u rc h  to  go 

to to m o rro w . H e c a lle d  the  E p isc o p a l C h u rch  " th a t  B ro o k s  B ro th e r s  

C h u rch " . T hey  h av e  been  giv ing  h im  a h a rd  tim e  h e r e  la te ly  fo r  no t . j

b e in g  a c tiv e  enough in  the  C iv il R ig h ts  m o v em en t. ;

E ach  m e a l  h e r e  a t  C am p D avid is  as  though w e n e v e r  ex p ec ted  

to e a t  a g a in  and  the c re m e  b ru le e w as a R om an  fe a s t .  The M a rv in  W atso n s  

a r r iv e d  a f te r  d in n e r  and I m a d e  the ac q u a in tan ce  of the m o s t  a d o ra b le  m e m b e r  

of th e ir  fa m ily , B ill, f if te en  m o n th  old  c h e ru b , b londe, g r in n in g , re a c h in g  

ou t fo r  e v e ry b o d y 's  a r m s ,  the m o s t  engaging  p e rso n a li ty  of th e  w eek en d .

L yndon  w en t to bed  r ig h t  a f te r  d in n er and  the r e s t  of us w a tch ed  

a  m u rd e r  m y s te ry ,  "M u rd e r  m o s t  F o u l"  w as th e  nam e, w hich  w as  so fu ll  

of su sp e n se  i t  k e p t m e  aw ay f ro m  G unsm oke u n til about 10:30. T hen I 

lu x u ria te d  in  the  l a s t  of th a t fa v o rite  p ro g ra m  and b e fo re  m id n ig h t c u r le d  

up in  bed  by L yndon fo r  w hat I hoped w ould be a long n igh t. W hat w ith  

S e lm a  and  V ie tn am , long n igh ts  hav e  been  h a rd  to com e by th is  S p rin g .


