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WEDNESDAY. APRIL 7

W ednesday, A p ril 7, began at the C arly le  in  New York. A little  

p a st ten  B e ss  and I went with M r. F osb erg  to s e e  the F r ick  M useum  

w h ere the lighting sy stem  m ade dark p ictu res com e a liv e . M r. F osb erg  

w ants to do som e of the sam e in  the W hite H ouse. V iewing it  convinced  

m e that I would lik e  very  m uch to do the b est ones and w e m ade arran ge- 

m en ts to get p lans and estim a tes  from  the b e s t  lighting people. Then w e , 

w ent to the F osb erg  r es id e n c e , it s e lf  a sm a ll m useum , for co ffee  and a 

lit t le  v is it .  Unhappily he doesn 't think m uch of the Chandor p o rtra its  of 

P r esid e n t and M rs. R o o sev elt. And then I spent s e v e r a l hours shopping, 

ted ious but n e c e ssa r y , ̂ in the h o te l room , at D elm an's and A dolpho's and 

Lord and T a y lo r's  and w as at the a irport headed back for W ashington on 

the 5:30 p lane. But w e had trouble. It took us forever  getting in. We 

rode in pea soup and uncertainty. F in a lly  w e landed at N ational and w ere  - 

at the W hite H ouse at 7:20 ju st m om ents b efore w e had to lea v e  for the big  

event of the day— Lyndon's speech  in  B altim ore at Johns Hopkins U n iv ersity , 

an im portant nationally  te le v ised  speech , one of h is  m ajor efforts  to , 

explain  V ietnam  to the United S ta tes, to the people he w orks for, and 

hopefully  to m o re  of the w orld . I rode over in the car with H ubert and 

M uriel. We talked about the p o ss ib ility  of the Senate L adies building a  

f ir e  under w hom ever n e c e ssa r y  and getting som e planting done on the 

grounds of the C apitol and putting tab les and ch airs and u m b rellas out on 

the beautifu l te r r a c e  so light refresh m en ts could be served  th ere . They
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are  the g a y est people I know, young at h eart. Lynda and L uci w ere  

w ith  us too, in  another car loaded with sch ool books, studying going 

back and forw ards.

The speech  w as at 9:00 and we filed  into the auditorium  ju st in  

tim e. It w as a very  im p r e ss iv e  speech . I w as proud. T here w as a 

s im p le  statem ent. "We w ill not be defeated. We w ill not grow tired .

We w ill not withdraw, either openly or under the cloak  of a m ea n in g less  

a g r e e m e n t.” And then after a thorough exposition  of our strength  and 

determ ination , there w as the other s id e of the co in --w h a t p eace could  

m ean . A s a cyn ic m ight say, the ca rro t held out in stead  of the stick .

H e talked about the v a st Mekong R iver project which can provide food

and w ater and power on a sc a le  to dwarf even our own TVA. H e said,

"for our own part, I w ill ask  C on gress to join in  a b illion  dollar A m erican  ■ 

in vestm en t in  th is effort when i t  is  under way. " H e ca lled  on the efforts  

of the UN to help  and for a ll in d u stra lized  cou n tries, including the S oviet  

Union, to jo in  in  th is effort to rep la ce  despair with hope and terror with  

p r o g r e s s . And toward the end there cam e som ething which i s  a lm o st a 

signature to h is  sp eech es la te ly - -a  re feren ce  to h is  own life .

"In the countryside w here I w as born, I have seen  the night 

illum inated , the k itchens w arm ed, and the hom es heated  w here once the 

c h e e r le s s  night and the c e a s e le s s  cold  held  sway and a ll th is  happened  

b eca u se  e le c tr ic ity  cam e to our town, along with the hum m ing w ir e s  of 

the R ural E lec tr ifica tio n  A dm inistration ." And he c lo sed  with, "we can
" I
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do a ll th ese  things on a sca le  never dream ed of before. " It w as a 

beautifu lly  w ritten  speech  and a v ery  w e ll d e livered  speech . I had the 

high th rillin g  fee lin g  that we have taken the in itia tive . We are beginning  

to r e a lly  explain to the w orld about V ietnam , about what w e can  do, about 

the p ro m ise  of this epoch in h is to r y --th a t  we w ere on the m ove a g a in st the 

negation  of war and com m unism . It w as exciting . I fe lt  like sta lem ate  

had had a f ir ecra ck er  put under it. I fe lt  I had seen  the fru its  o f T ex  

G oldschm idt's work, of m any nights of Lyndon's w ork and som e ex ce llen t  

..w riting. v’


