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THURSDAY, APRIL 8 ( W‘f% )

I went in the mornmg w1th Carl Rowan to the Smlthsoman to

‘see the USIA's .exhibit, "Architecture vUSA, LY startling collection,' .
beautifully exh1b1ted of the very modern superworks of such architects

as Mles va.n der Rohe, Ph1111p J'ohnson, Pa.ul R.udolph I M. Pel, hugh

glass and steel apartrnent bu11d1ngs, un1vers1ty bulldlngs. The most

starthng of the lot perhaps, the Astrodome, a dome topped stadium,

»tne only covered stadlu.m in the country—-at 1east that I ever heard of--

in'Hous_ton, . Texas ;about to _ope_nin a week or so. Frank Lloyd Wright
and the Guggenheim Art Museu.rn were practically pasée.) It was a

magnificent exhibit but I missed the simplicitjrior a simple three bed-

room h'ouse, a John Citizen sort of house or a low cost housing develop-

"ment, If I‘were a Soviet Citizen, I would be looking for where somehody 3

" like me lived in the United States. One of the most interesting things was =

. -a display'of kitchen Aequi'pment and materials., I expressed,my feeling*' to

Ca.rl and he sa1d he would see what they could do about addlng one or two -
exhibits of Ordinary houseS.‘ : o - o '- M‘— T
o | | s
Back at the Whlte House I studled for the meetlng of a‘'more
beautlful Capitol Each meetmg of somethmg hke thlS is to me 11ke
ciimb1ng a mounta.ln. They’came_ at two o'clock. Most of them are
remarka._bly loyal about showing'up. Mary Lasker bless her, Walter

Washington, one of the most ‘ihterested member S, B111 Walt@l' Libby

Rowe was late because of a meeting of the National Plannmg Commls sion
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wh1ch was about the same time, Walter Tobriner. AWalker Stone o

- sl1pped in late and Adam Rumoshosky of the API to report on what f1ll1ng " ,

'.statlons were domg around the’ country. Probably the most enthuszastlc

member, Mrs. Kltt Haynes, Pres1dent of the National Capltal Garden

: Club League, and Victor Gruen, with a dour face,;»:th a very artlculate ‘
. tongue,' and Nat Ow1ngs, who des1gned‘Pennsy1van1a Avenue for the future.‘
o Absent was our sparkplug, St‘uart'Udall because there was a Cablnet
o "I‘.Mee_ting at _e_xactly the sam_e time.. But the head of the Park SerV1ce took
‘ ;over“in_ his place a_fter Ihadi“made my few remarks and' th_ere was.blg news.
T F1rst, to repeat what had been announc_ed-'two .days A'be‘fo'r.e that the ..fIapane's'e

_G'o\'rernment was going to give between three _thousand and four thousand g

7 flowerlng Cherry Trees, the double varlety, to be planted in the open space

‘f'around the Washmgton Monument Second, the fabulous news that Layvrpnce

. ‘Rockefeller from his Foundatmn is go1ng to g1ve $100 000 $75’, 000 of it

‘is to be spent on a park Y, 1ong owned but never developed of the Natmnal

'_Park Serv1ce, ‘the B‘.’ztd:Branch Parkway 1n Northeast Washmgton-—a dreary

.will cost far mo_re, ,but th;s is the begmmng. The rest of it Wlll. be spent

: onv cleaning the statues of W‘ashington. And then, Theron Perkms has sent

a check to purchase a sizeable number-‘--—I th1nk 200-—aza1eas from Landon—

- .@115 does two goods at once Nto be planted elsewhere in this c1ty.,_ |

Th1s was a day for reporhng All of the Subcommlttee Chazrmen " : B

‘r‘eported' to t_helr heart'ls content for over two hour_s.- ' Walter Washington. |

!

E 38 acre ravine, They w1ll plant put in walks, clean up. The whole pro_]ect o
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- whose 1nterest in beautlﬁcatmn is tied up w1th people, people, people :
'v because he is head of the Housmg Authorlt“y, had perhaps the most to o
’say. The battle of gettlng r1d of automoblles, absolutely aed, was

conducted by V1ctor Gruen. Iloved the sentence from th'e Washlngton

Post the next da.y, ”when the First Lady planted pan51es on the mall and

’dug 1n azalea bushes elsewhere in Washmgton, she set a cha1n of plannngs

1n ‘motion which, is already.adding bankvs of color,to areas'ovaashington }

sy i

that have not seen a »flow"er.‘bed in many a };ear. i Everybody is getting’
1nto the act. '.The'_Klwanis Club for the yovuth gardens, all sort of area

deielopmental associations and mostly just indi\iiduals, individuals, .

I .

What we need most is school children who will start liking

" to be neat and maybe the:habit will spread t_hrough their families and
: their commun_ities.' We were-in the Yellow Room. It was two hours well
J'spent. It ended with ice tea and cookies. More and more this becornes a

. ‘-pafr-tlof my lx*e that I_en.joy." and feel means 'soxnething..
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- - Wh1te House -- the warm, caressmg water and the dream of bemg 1n as’ .

‘the dehght of that sw:.rnmmg pool

When the Commlttee left, 1 went over to Operatmn FlSh Room,

though we must st0p callmg 1t that, and then to Lyndon s 11tt1e offlce to - _' R

talk w1th Horace and Marvm about the work to be done there. S

’ And then for desk work And then qu1te 1ate, despalrmg of Lyndon B

com:mg home to d1nner, to the pool for one of the real pleasures of the
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lazy ‘troplcal va.ca.t:.on spot The mural of the V1rg1n Islands mu1t1p11es

e e e it i e e

Well after 10 o clock dmner w1th Lyndon. His days are .li‘ke':

the toughest ones of the Senate ’MaJonty ,Lea.der.

Bl
b
U




