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I w en t in  the m orn in g  w ith C a r l Row an to the S m ith son ian  to 

s e e  the U SIA 's exh ib it, " A rch itectu re  USA,” a s ta r tlin g  c o lle c t io n ,  

b ea u tifu lly  exh ib ited , o f the v e r y  m o d ern  su p erw ork s of such  a r c h ite c ts  

a s  M ies  van der R oh e, P h illip  Johnson , P a u l Rudolph, I. M. P e i ,  huge  

g la s s  and s t e e l  ap artm en t b u ild in g s, u n iv e r s ity  b u ild in g s. The m o s t  

s ta r tlin g  o f the lo t p erh a p s, the A stro d o m e , a dom e topped stad iu m , 

the on ly  c o v e r e d  stad iu m  in  the c o u n tr y - -a t  le a s t  that I ev er  h ea rd  o f - -  

in  H ouston , T ex a s  about to open in  a w eek  or so .  F rank  L loyd  W right 

and the G uggenh eim  A rt M u seum  w e r e  p r a c tic a lly  p a s s e !  It w a s  a

■ n r  : '

— m a g n ific en t ex h ib it but I m is s e d  the s im p lic ity  of a s im p le  th re e  b ed -

ro o m  h o u se , a  John C itiz e n  s o r t  of h o u se  or a low  c o s t  h ou sin g  d e v e lo p - 

m en t. If I w e r e  a S o v ie t C itiz en , I w ould b e  looking for w h ere  so m eb o d y  

lik e  m e  liv e d  in  the U nited  S ta te s . One of the m o s t  in te r e s t in g  th in gs w a s  

       a d isp la y  of k itch en  equipm ent and m a te r ia ls .  I e x p r e s s e d  m y  fe e lin g  ■ to 

C a rl and h e  sa id  h e  w ould  s e e  w hat th ey  could  do about adding one or two 

ex h ib its  o f o rd in a ry  h o u se s . - rr7 . g~>-»

B a ck  at the W hite H ou se I stu d ied  for the m eetin g  o f our committee on a  m o r e

b eau tifu l C ap ito l. E ach  m ee tin g  of som eth in g  lik e  th is i s  to m e  lik e  

c lim b in g  a m ountain . T hey ca m e  at two o 'c lo c k . M o st of th em  a re  

rem a rk a b ly  lo y a l about show ing up. M ary L a sk er , b le s s  h e r . W alter  

W ashington, one of the m o s t  in te r e s te d  m e m b e r s . B i l l  W alton. L ibby  

R ow e w as la te  b e c a u se  o f a m e e tin g  o f the N ation al P lanning C o m m iss io n  
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w h ich  w a s  about the sam e tim e . W alter T o b rin er , W alker Stone  

s lip p ed  in  la te  and A dam  R u m osh osk y  of the A P I to rep o rt on w hat f il l in g  

s ta tio n s  w e r e  doing around the cou n try .  P rob ab ly  the m o s t  e n th u s ia st ic  

m e m b e r , M rs. K itt H ayn es, P r e s id e n t  of the N ation a l C ap ita l G arden  

Club L eagu e,, and V ic to r  G ruen, w ith a dour fa c e  a n d  a v e r y  a r tic u la te  

ton gue, and N at O w ings, who d es ig n ed  P en n sy lv a n ia  A venue fo r  the fu tu re . 

A b sen t w a s  our sparkp lu g, S tu art U d a ll b e c a u se  th ere  w a s a  C abin et 

M eetin g  a t ex a c tly  the sa m e  t im e . B ut the h ead  of the P a rk  S e r v ic e  took  

o v er  in  h is  p la c e  a fter  I had m ad e m y  few  rem a rk s  and th ere  w a s big n e w s .  

F ir s t ,  to r e p e a t w hat had b een  announced two d ays b e fo re  that the J a p a n e se  [ 

G overn m en t w a s  going to g iv e  b etw een  th ree  thousand and four thousand  

flo w er in g  C h erry  T r e e s , the double v a r ie ty , to be p lan ted  in  the open sp a c e

u s ,

around the W ashington M onum ent.  Second, the fabulous n ew s that L au r a n ce  

R o c k e fe lle r  fro m  h is  F oundation  is  going to g iv e  $100, 000.  $75, 000 of i t

i s  to  be sp en t on a parkwa y , long ow ned but n ev er  d eve lop ed  of the N a tio n a l
. ' hi) , . ' ' ■

P a r k  S e r v ic e , the W a tta  B ran ch  P arkw ay in  N o rth ea st W ash in gton — a d r e a r y  

38 a c r e  r a v in e . T hey w il l  p lant, put in  w a lk s , c lea n  up. The w h o le  p r o je c t  

w il l  c o s t  far m o r e , but th is i s  the b eg in n in g . The r e s t  o f  i t  w i l l  b e  sp en t  

on c lea n in g  the s ta tu es  of W ashington . And then, T heron  P e r k in s  h a s  sen t  

a ch eck  to p u rch a se  a s iz e a b le  n u m b e r --I think 2 0 0 - -a z a le a s  fr o m  Landon^— 

(Th is  d o es  two g o od s a t o n ce)--to be p lanted  e lse w h e r e  in  th is  c ity .

T h is w a s a day for  rep o rtin g . A ll  of the S u b com m ittee  C h a irm en  

rep o r ted  to th e ir  h e a r t 's  con ten t for over  two h o u rs , W alter W ash in gton ,
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w h o se  in t e r e s t  in  b ea u tifica tio n  is  t ied  up w ith  p eo p le , p eo p le , p e o p le  • 

b e c a u s e  h e  i s  h ead  of th e H ousing A u th ority , had p erh ap s the m o s t  to
■■ ■

sa y . T he b a ttle  o f gettin g  r id  of a u to m o b ile s , a b so lu te ly  r i d, w a s  

con d u cted  by V ic to r  G ruen. I lo v ed  the sen ten ce  fro m  the W ash ington  

P o s t  th e n ext day, "when the F ir s t  L ady p lanted  p a n s ie s  on the m a ll  and  

dug in  a z a le a  b u sh es  e lse w h e r e  in  W ashington, sh e  s e t  a ch a in  of p lan tin gs  

in  m o tio n  w h ich  i s  a lrea d y  adding banks of co lo r  to a r e a s  o f W ash ington  

that h a v e  not s e e n  a flo w er  bed  in  m an y  a y e a r ." E veryb od y i s  gettin g  

in to  the a c t. The K iw an is Club for the youth g a rd en s, a l l  s o r t  of a r e a  

d ev e lo p m en ta l a s so c ia t io n s  and m o s t ly  ju st  in d iv id u a ls , in d iv id u a ls , 

in d iv id u a ls !  W hat w e n eed  m o s t  is  sch o o l ch ild ren  who w i l l  s ta r t  lik in g  

to b e  n ea t and m ayb e the hab it w ill  sp rea d  through th e ir  fa m il ie s  and 

th e ir  co m m u n itie s . We w e re  in  the Y ellow  R oom . It w as two h o u rs w e ll  

sp en t. It ended w ith  ic e  tea  and c o o k ie s . M ore and m o r e  th is  b e c o m e s  a 

p a rt o f m y  lif e that I enjoy and f e e l  m ea n s  som eth in g .
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W hen th e C o m m ittee  le f t ,  I w ent o v e r  to O p eration  F is h  R oom , 

though w e m u st  sto p  c a llin g  i t  th at, and then to  L yndon's l i t t le  o ff ic e  to  

ta lk  w ith  H o ra ce  and M arv in  about the w ork  to be done th e r e .

And th en  fo r  d e sk  w o rk . And then  quite la te , d e sp a ir in g  o f Lyndon  

co m in g  h om e to  d in n er , to  th e p o o l fo r  one o f th e r e a l  p le a s u r e s  o f  th e ' 

W hite H ou se  - -  th e w a rm , c a r e s s in g  w a ter  and th e d rea m  o f b e in g  in  a/^ 

la z y  tr o p ic a l v a ca tio n  sp o t. The m u ra l o f th e V irg in  Isla n d s m u lt ip lie s  

th e  d e lig h t o f that sw im m in g  p o o l.

W ell a fter  10 o 'c lo c k , d in n er w ith  L yndon. H is d ays a r e  lik e  

th e  to u g h est o n es  o f  th e S enate  M ajor ity  L ea d er .


