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 Ihad ﬁlanned to ”play bridge and have lunch with Betty Talmadge, o

Roser'hary Smathers and Elizabeth Hennings at Betty's house. The que‘stion'“

was, would we go to Te:i:as and if so when? On tiptoe, with uncertainty,

I ‘decided to do eVerything', I could before eleven, shelve everythihg I

b, coulidh‘t'until\\soxr.xe‘ s&eet .‘day, and go. 't.o B.ett;y Taimadge‘s for ibr:.idge..: It "

as great fun but'not exactly relaxed)w1th a ca11 every thlrty' mmutes ahout
/anv esti;nated time of‘departure. About 3: 00 o clock I got the 31gna1 hurrled‘ :
| to the White i—]:iou_ee, g'ath.e.red’.up those 1ast m_inute things, told 'the ehild:en
'goodhye ahd -i;.vas"ai.rboi"ne--lsarge and Euniee Shtiuex:, Ahrte Bfiukley, B‘;z;z;v-,- :

' 'Jack and Lyndon. t Not until we were about an hour out did we know really

where we were gomg because that fabulous Arablan nghts structure, the

' Astrodorne in Houston was opening with a baseball' game with one of the ;

b1g shows of the world‘ Roy Hofhelnz, chief sparkplug in bu11d1ng the

Astrodome, wanted very much for- Lyndon to come to the opening and Jack |

Va}enti in the most_ effecttve way was lohbying for it, which»isl not lobbying'i 5
at' a11 but'justlettiné. you:‘k‘uow that it 'vsxroutld 'rvnean. e‘om‘e‘thing tovhi'ru‘ 3 One‘” e
hour out we dec1ded to go 4by Houstou and there began three hours stra1ght ,.f,.:

out of the Arablan K&ﬁghts. We went d1rect1y to Mrs.' Hobby s, a small '

cocktall party arranged in m1d air on an hour s notlce, a home that

: _bespOkev culture, 'cha.rm, intellectual.gfa.ce every step‘of the way-and' '

v' there were gathered some old frlends—-George Brown, ‘his son-ln-law, |

ARalph O'Connor (McConda is in Portuga.l w1th Ahce), Isabel Mathls,. the




’:,"grown fat--only hrs body, not hxs m1nd I remember h:rn as the torrent .' S
»"of ene'rgy‘r who managed Lyndon s campa1gn 1n Houston 1n 1941 and agaln _' : :
) >1n 1948 a real Horatm Alger wwho pulled hl.mself up by h1s bootstraps
f from poverty and anonyrrnty to affluence and power. The Astrodome 1tself,;-——;.
' and I.vh.ad‘ seen a p1cture of it mtthe' Exposrtlon of Archlte'cture ‘we' .are sending

‘to the Soviet Unio'n'/\’was a fabulous, incredible rounded expanse of glass_ '

‘experience. He calls his reception room‘(the poor man's Versailles. It =
br1111ant in hue, French in look and frlled w:.th art and art1f§@ts from

desk 1n h1s off1ce two six foot tall golden dogs,Aguard1ans of some Bu 1st

B Temple. : It was certalnly a page from the Arabl.an &1ghts I looked at
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George Butlers, who began talkmg to me about their enthu51asm for ‘

— o Afach

'_“Washz.ngton..ond:h&BrazosAthe restoratlon of 1t) S;hek.and beautlful :

- . Bents_ens, the_young hanker Elk_ms. Oveta‘_sihouse 1st full of pa1nt1ngs--'
some great-'-;-all charr_ning..' . 'She_ has done s_g m___u_gh with her life. It was

- .a’ple‘a:s‘ant‘ hour and"fﬂr‘om th;ere we went'to theZAstr.odome.'- Here.began the o

rockets and the exclamatlon marks. Roy Hofhemz met us on hlS n1ght of

triumph at the fr_ont"door. What the years have done to Roy./ He has I

Nam—

v that_ Seated 45, OOO_ people for sports events, conventions,' entertainments. ‘
'I‘he County actua_lly owns 1t,but Roy leases it from them. '

. We s‘aw_RQy‘s r_ecepti_on r'oom) offlce and bedroom. It rvas' a unique - A

‘i

" _was an enormous' chamber filled with imposing chairsalmost like throneS’,. -

Tha1land gold temple j;::;ee, a dragon on the wall and in front of the

0

o De}nle, h1s w1fe',' 'and ‘remem_ber ed the campalgnmg we had done back in ¥
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,‘E'}They stopped 1n Thalland and they bought and bought and bought I

li’looked 11ke they must have d1smant1ed the 1nter10r of several Budhlst
[.tlerhples and probablvi‘sorrle of them were qutte anclent. :DeQ.n1e J‘.ntrNOduced.l '
- i-.,‘us to thelt chlldten, a.sllm, f:lhe 1Jook1ng youné man, a Ph D. , theu' prletty,

‘young daughter, Deq.nle, and spoke of the other son, also a Ph D. s who ;o

his 11fe in the East What a fabulous record 1 remember-that Roy 8

o butthe Astr_os d1dgno_t h1t a horn'e 1_°un. ' They are the home team, theu-gh o

. Roy- rderedthe s'cofe’hoa‘i‘d Lit up anyway as a denionstration for".u:s. : The o
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_ 1941‘ up and do‘wnythe streets ‘of Houston when she would introduce me to

every shoeshine boy and‘newspaper boy. And I said, ”Dep,ni"e,‘ ‘this is a

far cry from 1941 n And she said, " es)_fl,‘t'h’ey wouldn't have voted
‘ . 174
that bond 1ssue unless all those folks were stlll our £r1ends—-de11ghtfu1

comrnentary on Democracy,. She sa1d they had been’ to visit the1r son v

' '-who is 1n Chlna._ They hked 1t They dec1ded to go around the world

speaks eleven languages and wr1tes nme, and apparently is gomg to 11ve

‘.German mother could barely speak Enghsh :
" - M1ckey Mantle h1t the ﬁr st home run and the stadlum went w11d »
° - . . . - . » ‘M ”:‘..‘v _*.

-‘tsc'oreboard"‘alone cost two m‘illion. It erupted into a Nlagara of 11ghts, a
actlon, no1se. _ I felt llke I was r1d1ng a skyrocket I looked 'over_ at-
- Eunice Shriver-, about flve*or six months prednant who was dfinking

-,mllk and wondered what she thought of Texas “The&mnt 1tse1f never B

i‘,}had such a tale to telll : o " o - :

We arrwed home--the ranch--about 10 45 on the J'et Star. On the

way Lyndon talked of the last week He sa1d never has there been such a |
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hundred dayds. And what a week this has be.e_n. Thursday, the House"

‘passed Medieare 313 to 115, the Committee reporte'd out the Civil Rights .

Bvill,".quieker and stronger_ than was expeeted, ‘and then the success'of.the

Educatlon B111 This was a‘week‘to put a golden circle a.round' so let us

remember 1t because there w111 be many rlnged in black, but thls is the

heayy wine of success. 'I look at handsome, charmmg Sargent Shr1ver

and br1ght sharp Eun1ce who must have so many memones and wondered E
.what they were thmkmg. To me,’_'they are . the easiest of the Kennedys to “f -

be around. I thmk their 1nvolvement w1th the program is enough that they- =

look- beyond the1r brother who is not there.
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