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I h ad  p lan n ed  to p lay  b r id g e  and h a v e  lunch  w ith  B e tty  T a lm ad g e , 

R o s e m a ry  S m a th e rs  and E liz ab e th  H ennings a t  B e tty 's  h o u se . T he q u e s tio n  

w a s , w ould w e go to T ex as  and if  so w hen?  On tip to e , w ith  u n c e r ta in ty ,

I d e c id e d  to do ev e ry th in g  I cou ld  b e fo re  e lev en , sh e lv e  e v e ry th in g  I 

c o u ld n 't  u n til "so m e  sw ee t day," and go to B e tty  T a lm a d g e 's  fo r  b r id g e . I t   

w as g r e a t  fun b u t no t ex a c tly  re la x e d , ̂ with a  c a ll  e v e ry  th i r ty  m in u te s  ab o u t 

an  e s tim a te d  tim e  of d e p a r tu re .  A bout 3:00 o 'c lo c k  I  go t the s ig n a l, h u r r i e d  

to  th e  W hite  H o u se , g a th e re d  up th o se  l a s t  m in u te  th in g s, to ld  the  c h i ld re n  

goodbye and w as a i r b o rn e - -S a r g e  and E u n ice  S h r iv e r ,  A nne B rin k le y , B uzz ,

■J a c k  and  Lyndon.^   N ot u n til w e w e re  about an h o u r out d id  w e know  r e a l ly  

w h e re  w e w e re  going b e c a u se  th a t fab u lo u s  A ra b ia n  N i gh ts  s t r u c tu r e ,  the  

A s tro d o m e  in  H ou sto n  w as opening w ith  a b a s e b a ll  g am e w ith  one of th e  

big  show s of th e  w orld !  R oy H ofheinz, ch ie f sp a rk p lu g  in  bu ild ing  th e  

A s tro d o m e , w an ted  v e ry  m u ch  fo r  Lyndon to com e to the opening an d  J a c k  

V a len ti in  the  m o s t  e ffec tiv e  w ay w as lobbying fo r  it , w hich  is  no t lobbying 

a t  a ll , b u t ju s t  le ttin g  you know  th a t i t  w ould  m e a n  so m eth ing  to h im .  O ne 

h o u r  ou t w e d e c id e d  to  go by H o u sto n  and th e re  began  th re e  h o u rs  s tr a ig h t  

ou t of th e  A ra b ia n  N i g h ts .  We w en t d ire c t ly  to M rs . H o b b y 's , a  s m a ll  

c o c k ta il  p a r ty  a r ra n g e d  in  m id - a i r  on an h o u r 's  n o tice , a  h o m e  th a t 

b esp o k e  c u ltu re , c h a rm , in te l le c tu a l  g ra c e  e v e ry  s tep  of th e  w ay  and V ■

th e re  w e re  g a th e re d  so m e old  f r ie n d s - -G e o rg e  B row n, h is  s o n - in - la w ,

R a lp h  O 'C o n n o r (M cC onda is  in  P o r tu g a l w ith  A lice), I s a b e l  M a th is , th e
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G eo rg e  B u tle r s ,  who b eg an  ta lk in g  to m e abou t th e ir  e n th u s ia sm  fo r

W ash ing ton -on -th e -B ra z o s - - the r e s to r a t io n  of it; The sleek and b eau tifu l 

B e n tse n s , th e  young b a n k e r  E lk in s .  O v e ta ’s h o u se  is  fu ll of p a in t in g s - - 

so m e  g r e a t - - a l l  ch a rm in g . She h a s  done so m uch  w ith  h e r  life . I t  w as 

a  p le a s a n t  h o u r and  f ro m  th e re  w e w en t to the A s tro d o m e . H e re  b eg an  the  

ro c k e ts  and  th e  e x c la m a tio n  m a r k s .  Roy H ofheinz m e t u s  on  h is  n ig h t o f  . 

tr iu m p h  a t  the  f ro n t  d o o r. W h a t th e  y e a r s  h av e  done to Roy!  H e h a s  

g ro w n  f a t - - o n ly  h is  body, no t h is  m in d . I r e m e m b e r  h im  a s  the  to r r e n t  

of e n e rg y  who m a n a g e d  L y n d o n 's  cam p a ig n  in  H ouston  in  1941 and ag a in  

in  1948, a  r e a l  H o ra tio  A lg er y o u th  who p u lled  h im se lf  up by h is  b o o ts tr a p s

m f ro m  p o v e r ty  and  anonym ity  to a fflu en ce  and po w er. The A s tro d o m e  i t s e l f - -

and  I h ad  se e n  a p ic tu re  of i t  in  th e  E x p o sitio n  of A rc h ite c tu re  w e a r e  send ing  

to  th e  S o v ie t U nion- -w as a  fab u lo u s, in c re d ib le  ro u n d ed  ex p an se  of g la s s  

th a t  s e a te d  4 5 ,0 0 0  peop le  fo r  s p o r ts  ev en ts , co n v en tio n s, e n te r ta in m e n ts .

T he C ounty  a c tu a lly  ow ns i t ,  b u t R oy le a s e s  i t  f ro m  them .

W e saw  R o y ’s re c e p tio n  ro o m , office and b ed ro o m . I t  w as a  un ique 

e x p e r ie n c e . H e c a l ls  h is  r e c e p tio n  ro o m  "the p o o r m a n 's  V e r s a i l le s ."  I t  

w as an  en o rm o u s  c h a m b e r f il le d  w ith  im p o sin g  c h a ir s  a lm o s t lik e  th ro n e s , 

b r i l l i a n t  in  h u e , F re n c h  in  l ook, and  f il le d  w ith  a r t  and artifa c ts  f ro m

T h a ilan d , gold  te m p le  fr i e z e s , a d rag o n  on the w all, and in  f ro n t  of th e

' • ' . ■'  - ; d l ,  ' '  . ■ 
d e sk  i n  h is  o ffice  two s ix  foo t ta l l  go lden  d o g s , once g u a rd ian s  of som e B uddhis t  

T e m p le !  I t  w as  c e r ta in ly  a page f ro m  the A ra b ia n  N ig h ts .  I looked a t

D e n i e ,  h is  w ife , and  r e m e m b e re d  the  cam paign ing  we h ad  done b a c k  in
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1941 up and  down the  s t r e e ts  of H ouston  w hen  she w ould in tro d u c e  m e  to
■ ' ' ' ■’ ' ■. - - 

e v e ry  sh o esh in e  boy and n ew sp ap e r boy. And I sa id , " D e n ie ,  th is  is  a  

f a r  c r y  f ro m  1 9 4 1 ."  A nd she  sa id , "Ye s , t h ey w ouldn’t  h av e  voted  

th a t  bond i s s u e  u n le s s  a ll  th o se  fo lk s  w e re  s t i l l  ou r f r ie n d s "--d e lig h tfu l  

c o m m e n ta ry  on D em o cracy ! She sa id  they  had  been  to v is i t  th e ir  son  

who is  in  C h ina . T hey lik ed  i t .  They d ec id ed  to go a ro u n d  th e  w o rld .

T hey  s to p p ed  in  T h a ilan d  and they  bought and  bought and bought.  I t 

looked  lik e  they  m u s t  h av e  d ism a n tle d  the  in te r io r  of s e v e ra l  B udd h is t 

te m p le s  and p ro b a b ly  so m e  of th em  w e re  qu ite  an c ien t. D e n i e  in tro d u c e d  

 u s  to th e ir  c h ild re n , a  s lim , fin e  looking young m an , a  P h . D . , th e ir  p re t ty ,   

young d a u g h te r , D e n ie ,  and spoke of the  o th e r  son, a lso  a P h . D . , who i

sp e a k s  e lev en  lan g u ag es  and w r i te s  n ine, and  ap p a re n tly  is  going to  liv e  

h is  l ife  in  th e  E a s t .  W hat a  fabu lous r e c o rd .  I  re m e m b e r  th a t  R o y 's  

G e rm a n  m o th e r  could  b a re ly  sp eak  E n g lish .

M ickey  M an tle  h i t  the f i r s t  hom e ru n  and the s tad iu m  w en t w ild , 

b u t the  A s tro s  d id  not h i t  a  h o m e ru n . They a r e  the h o m e te a m , s o  

R o y  o rd e re d  the  s c o re b o a rd  l i t  up anyw ay a s  a  dem o n s tra tio n  fo r  u s . The 

 s c o re b o a rd  a lo n e  c o s t  two m illio n . It e ru p te d  in to  a  N ia g a ra  of l ig h ts , 

a c tio n , n o ise , I f e l t  lik e  I w as r id in g  a  sk y ro c k e t. I looked  o v er a t  

E u n ice  S h r iv e r , abou t fiv e  o r s ix  m o n th s  p reg n an t, who w as d rin k in g  

m ilk  and w o n d ered  w h a t sh e  thought of T e x a s . " T he g ia n t" i t s e l f  n e v e r  

h ad  su ch  a  ta le  to t e l l !

I We  a r r iv e d  h o m e - -  th e  ra n c h - -a b o u t  10:45 on the  J e t  S ta r .  On the

w ay Lyndon ta lk ed  of th e  l a s t  w eek. He sa id  n e v e r  h a s  th e re  b een  su ch  a
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h u n d red  days. A nd w hat a w eek  th is  h a s  b ee n !  T h u rsd ay , th e  H ouse- 

p a s s e d  M e d ic a re  313 to 115, the  C o m m itte e  r e p o r te d  ou t the C iv il R ig h ts  . 

B i l l ,  q u ic k e r  and  s tro n g e r  than  w as exp ec ted , and th en  th e  s u c c e s s  of th e  

E d u c a tio n  B ill. T h is  w as  a w eek  to  pu t a  golden  c i r c le  around ,  so l e t  u s  

r e m e m b e r  i t  b e c a u se  th e re  w ill be m an y  r in g e d  in  b lack , bu t th is  i s  the 

h e a dy w ine of s u c c e s s .   I  look  a t h an d so m e , c h a rm in g  S a rg e n t S h r iv e r

and b r ig h t, s h a rp  E u n ice  who m u s t  h av e  so m any  m e m o r ie s  and w o n d ered  ■ 

w h a t they  w e re  th ink ing . To m e , they  a r e  the e a s ie s t  of the  K ennedys to  

be  a ro u n d . I th ink  th e ir  in v o lv em en t w ith  the  p ro g ra m  is  enough th a t  they  

look beyond th e ir  b ro th e r  who is  no t th e r e . '


